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PREFACE. 



tl* is hot my intention to detain the reader 
by expatiating on the variety, or the im- 
portance bf the subject, which I have under- 
taken to treat ; since the merit of the choice 
Would serve to render the weakness of the 
execution still more apparent, and still less 
excusable; But as I have presumed to lay 
before the Public 2i first volume only* of the 
History of the Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Empire^ it will perhaps be expected 
that I should explain, in a few words, the 
nature and limits of my general plan* 

The nlemorable series of revolutions, 
which, in the course of about thirteen cen- 
turies, gradually undermined, and at length 
destroyed, the solid fabric of human great- 
ness, may, with some propriety, be divided 
Into the three following periods: 

A i I. The 

* The first volume of the quarto^ which is now coatained 
in the two first volumes of the octavo^ edition^ 
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< I/^f^?ftsrf0f^thfe&e>]^l*i^ds limy be traced 

its fuUsitjsiigth acid liiatkmiiiyv began to ^erge 
towahir idsr decline; ftiad Willicottend to the 
*ubvei*aiD(a of the Western JEmpire, by the 
barbarians of Germany and Scythia, the rude 
anttestcrrsof the most polished nations of ma- 
dam Europe. This extraordinary revolu- 
tion, which subjected Rome to the power of 
a Gothic conqueror, was completed about 
the beginning of the sixth century. 

II, The second period. of the Decline and 
Fall of Rome, may be supposed to commence 
with the«i:eign of Justinian, who by his laws, 
as.weliv as Ihy his victories, restored a tran- 
sient splendor to the Eastern Empire. It 
will comprehend the invasion of Italy by 
the Lombards; the conquest of the Asiatic 
and African provinces by the Arabs, who 
embraced the religion of Mahomet; the re- 
volt of the Roman people against the feeble 
princes of Constantinople ; and the elevation 
of Charlemagne, who, . in the year eight 
hundred, estabUshed the second, or German 
Empire of the West. 

III. The la^t and longest of these periods 
includes about six centuries and a half; 

, ^ from 

, ' Digitized by VjOOQII^ 
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from the r^val <j(f *be iWestern Empire, . till 
thci taking o£G<>TMCafflutin6jpIe by the Turks, 
sindtjthe e^^tinctiooi of.^a deg^neciteiraee of 
princesf wfio'fcQiBimiucdf tx> as$upie »the titles 
of Gljge^r and ' ^Augwatus,^ ^ aftet ^ their! domi* 
nions* were ' contract;ed/.t o ^ the , limita of . a 
single city; in which the ^langiiagey.asiwell 
as manners^ of the ancient Romaoxs, had 
been long since forgotten.. The. wrifaer who 
^ould undertake (to relate tiheevents.t)f this 
period, would find' himself obliged, to enter 
into the general history of the Crusades, as 
far as they contributed to the ruin of the 
Greek Empire; and he would scarcely be 
able to restrain his curiosity from making 
some inquiry ' into V the* state? of the city of ^ 
Rome^ during i the darkness ' and confusion 
of the middle, ages. 

As I have, ventured, perhaps too hastily, 
to comtnit t^ the press a work, which, in 
every sense of the word, deserves the epi- 
thet • of imperfect, I consider ; myself as 
contracting an engagement to finish, most 
probably in a second volume*, the first of 
these tnembcable periods j and to deliver 

to 

* The Author, as it fre(jaently happens, took a|i in^dc- 
' qii^t' &a^tite"6f liis growing' wbtk. The tihak\ndi:r bf the 
first {ieripd h^jiilled invp volumes m qoartOy being the third, 
fourth, fifth, and iixth volumes of the octavo edition. 
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tot)jf,Pid)liCt..tKe comjrfete History t)f the 
PecHne ij^fl Fall of Rome, ftom the age qf 
the .iLatqmoea^ to the subversioa of the 
Western Empire. With regard to the sub-* 
seqoent pefiods, though I may entertain 
^me hopes, I dare not presume to give any 
^$sar^c^s» Thp ejcecution of the extensive 
pla^a which I have described, would con-s 
nect the ancient and modem history of the 
Wwld; but it would require many years 
of health, of leisure, ^nd of perseverance, 

Bentinck-Strebtj 
Tipbmary 1st, J776. 



4 P. 5.^^The entire History, which is now 
.{published, of the Decline and Fall df the 
Roman Empire in the West, abundantly 
discharges my engagements yrith the Pub- 
Jic. Perhaps their favourable opinion may 
jencourage roe to prosecute ^ work, whifh, 
however laborious it naay seem, is the mos^ 
agreeable occupation of my leisure hours, 

JB£NTINC]trSTREET| 

March ist, 1781. 



An Author easily persuades himself that 
the public opinion is still favourable to his la^ 

hours; 
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PREFACE, vii 

. jix>urs i. »n4 1 have now embrace the seriouii 

. resolution, of pfoceedioK to the last period of 
jny origjinal design, and of the Roman Em- 
pire, the taking of Constantinople by tlie 
Turks, in the year one thoiisand four hun- 
lirej^ aiKi fifty-three. ' The most patient 
Readeri who computes that three ponderoufj 
* volumes have, been already employed on 
fhe. events of four centuries, may, perhips^ 
be alarmeij a^ the Iqng prospect of nine 
hundred years. But it is npt ipy intention 
to expatiate with the same minuteness on the 
whole series of the Byzantine history. At 
pur entrance into this period, the reign of 
Justinian, and the. conquests of the Maho-* 
pnetans, >vill deserve, and detain pur atten- 
jtipij, and thelkst ageof Constantinople (the 
Grusade? and the Turks) is connected witlj 
Itbe revolutions of Moderij Europe. From 
fhe seventh to the eleventh cfentury, the ob-r 
scure interval will be supplied by a concise 
parrative qf such facts^ as rnay stijl appear 
pither interesting pr important^ 

B £ N T I If C K-S T ^ E p T, 

March ist, 1782. 

f 'jThe .^st six volumes of the octavo efiili.9^^ 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



' to! THE 



FIRST OCTAVO EDITION. 



^1 . 






THE History of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire is now delivered 
to the PubHc in a more convenient form. 
Some alterations and improvements had pre- 
sented themselves to my mind, but I was 
unwilling to injijre or offend the purchasers 
of the preceding editions. The accuracy of 
the Corrector of the Press iias been already 
tried and. approved ; and, perhaps, I may 
stand excused, if, amidst the avocations of a 
busy winter, I have preferred the pleasures 
of composition and study, to the minute 
diligence of revising a former publication. 

B E N T I N C K-S T R E B T, 

April 20th', 1783. 
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DILIGENCE and accuracy are the only merit 
which an historical' writer may asscribe to 
himself; if any merit, indeed, can be assumed 
from the performance of an indispensable duty, 
I may therefore be allowed to say, that I have 
carefully examined all the ori^nal materials that 
could illustrate the subject which I had under- 
taken to treat. Should I ever complete the ex- 
tensive design which has been sketched out in the 
Preface, I might perhaps conclude it with a cri- 
tical account of the authors consulted during 
the progress of the whole work ; and however 
.such an attempt might incur the censure of os- 
tentation, I am persuaded, that it would be sus- 
ceptible of entertainment, as well as information. 

At present I shall content myself with a single 
observation. The Biographers, who, under the 
reigns of Diocletian and Const^ntine, composed, 
or rather compiled, the lives of tjie Emperors, 
from Hadrian to the sons of Carus, are usually 
mentioned under the names of .^ius Spartianus, 
Julius Capitolinus, ^ius Lampridius, Vulcatius 
Gallicanus, Trebellius PoUio, and Flavins Vopis- 
cus. But there is so much perplexity in the titles 
of the MSS.; and so many disputes have arisen 
among the critics. (see Fabricius, Biblioth* La- 

VoL, I. a ' tki. 
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tin. 1. iii. c. 6.) concerning their number^ their 

the most part, I have quoted them without dis- 
tinction, under the general and well-kpown title 
of the Amustan History. 
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CHAP.L 

Tbe Extent and Military Force of the Empire in 
the Age of tbe Antonines. 

♦ • 

rl the second century of the Christian jEra, chap 
the Empire of Ropie comprehended the* I- 
fairest j>art of the earth, and the most civilized '^^^^^^ 
portion of mankind. ^ The frontiers of that ex- tion. 
tenfive monarchy were guarded by ancient xt^^ 
nown and disciplined valour. The gentle, but 
powerful influence of laws and manners had gra- 
dually cemented the union of the provinces. 
Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abused 
the advantages of wealth and luxury. The 
image of a free constitution was preserved with 
decent reverence : The Roman senate appeared 
to possess the sovereign authority, and devolved 
on the emperors all the executive powers of go- 
vernment. During a happy period gf more than ^ ^- ^^^ 
Vol. I. B four- 
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a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H A P« founcore jear^, the public ^ministration wa$ 
^' conducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, 



Trajan, Hadrian, and the two Antonines. It iif . 
the deiign of this, and of the two* succeeding 
•chapters, to describe the prosperous condition 
of their empire ; and afterwards, from the death 
of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the most im- 
portant circumstances of its dechne and fall ; a 
^evolution which will ever bp remembered, ^4 
is still felt by the nations of the earth. 
ModeiiP The principal conquests of the Romans wero 

fianof atchieyed under the republic; and the empe- 

Augustus* r* .*•,..* 

rora, for the most part, were satisfied with pre- 
serying those doipinipi^s which hald been acquir- 
ed by the policy of the senate, the active emula- 
tion of the consul^, and the martial enthusiasm 
^of the people. The seven first centuries were 
filled with a rapid succession of triumphs ; but 
it was reserved fqr Augustus, to relinquish th^ 
ambitious design of subduing the whole eartl^ 
and to introduce a spirit of moderation into the 
public councils. Ipclined to peace by his tem- 
per and situation, it was easy for him to di^over, 
that Rpme in her present exalted sitpation, had 
much less to hope than to fear frqm the chance 
of arms ^ and thaf:, in the prosecution of remote 
wars, the undertaking became every day more 
difficult, thie event more doubdful, and the posr 
session mqre precarious, and less beneficial. The 
experience of Augustus added weight to these 
salutary reflections, and effectually convinced 
him, that, by the prudent vigour of his coimsels, 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

it'vrould be easy- to sccttte every concession,^ Which C ha p. 
the safety or the dignity of Rome might require 
from the most fontiidiibte ilarbarians. Instead 
of exposing his person and his legions to the ar« 
rows of the Fartfaians, he obtained, by an honour* 
able treaty, the restitution of the standaids and 
prisoners which had beto taken in the defeat of 
Crassus *. 

His generals, in the early part of his reign, 
attempted the reduction of Ethiopia and Arabia 
Felix. They marched near a thousand miles to 
the south of the tropic ; but the heat of the cli- 
mate soon repcfUed the inyaders, and protected 
the unwarlike natives of those sequestered re* 
gions f . The northern countries of Europe 
scarcely deserved the expence and labour of con- 
quest. The forests and morasses of Germany 
were filled with a hardy race of barbarians, who 
despised life when it was separated from freedom; 
and though, on the first attack they seemed to 
yield to the weight of the Roman power, they 
soon, by a signal act of despair, regained th^ir 
independence, and reminded Augustus of the vi- 
B 2 cissitude 

* Dion Cassius (1. !iv. p. 796.) with the annotations of Rey* 
mar, who has collected all that Roman vanity has left upon the 
fubject. The marble of Ancy ra, on which Aupistus recorded his 
own exploits asserts, that he compelled the Parthians to restore the 
ensigns of Crassus. 

f Strabo (1. xvi. p. 78O.), Pliny the elder (Hist. KatUr. 1. vi. c. 
SS. 83.), and Dion Cassius (1. liii. p. 738. and 1. liv. p. 734.), 
have left us very curious details concerning these wars. The 
Romans made themselves masters of Mariaba, or Merab, a city of 
Aradia Felix, well known to the Orientals (see Abulfeda and the 
Nubian geography, p. 52.) They were arrived within three dajs' 
journey of th^ Spice country, the rich object of their invasion, 
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V HA P. iJiBsttn^ of fertune#. Qii t^ 4eatb of ttet cwr 
1^ ^u^» peroTi bis tf stamcnt ii^gs p«bb<:Iy. iei»4 ift Ibc ^t 
tMtt€^ I He beque^e^i s^ ^ valuf»t)k^ legp^F tQ 
his suecessors, thf -ftdvfce of foafimog ijbe emyhr^ 
jfdithia tliQse )imit»» wluch.Nfitim i^nn^l to W# 
)>kced al it3 permdiiefitb»)waf]cs «q4 bpu^^dariesj 
on the tFe^ the Aihmtip oc^an ; the Rhine an4 
Dapube on the north ; the Euphrates on tb^ east { 
and towinrds the soutbi the aail4y desartc^ of Ara-r 
bia and Africaf « 
Imstrted Happily for the repose of mankindi the modfiv 
cL^. Tate system recommended by the wisdom of Att^ 
gustus was adopted by the fe^a and vices of his 
|mniedidte succoasiMrs. Engaged in the pursuit 
f>£ pleasure, or in the exercise of tyrani^y, th^ 
first Caesars seldom shewed themselves to the 
^rmies» or to the provixKes;; nor were they di&r 
posed to svifTer, that those triumphs which tbeir 
indolence neglected, should be usurped by the 
conduct apd valour of their lieutenants. The 
military fame of a subject was considered as ai% 
insolent invasion of the i^nperial prerogative ; and 
it became the ^Mty^ as well as interest, of every 
Roman general, to guard the frontiers intrusted 
to his care, without aspiring to (^onquests, which 

mipht 

** 9y the filaugjiter ^f Varus and his three kgion;. See th^ 
idrst book Of the Aniials of Tacitus. Suetoiu ia August, c. qs^ 
*and Velleius Patercnlus, L ii. c. 117, tic* Au^tus did not re- 
ceive the melancholy news with all the temper and firmness that 
might have been expected fixm his character. 

f Tacit. Annal. I. ii. Dion. Cassius, 1. Wi. pw S9S, and tfie 
speech of Augustus himself, in Julianas Caesars. It receive^ 
Ixght from the learned notes of hk f retich translator, M. 
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tmght have proTed no lessfatal to hiimdf than to^ HA p. 
the vanquished barbarians *. u^»v«w 

The only accession which the Roman empire cooqaett 
recdved, during the first century of the Christian ^^ 
.^Sra, was the province of Britain. In this single ^ ^^ 
instance the successors of Oaesar and Augustus 
weire persuaded to follow the example of the for- 
mer, rather than the precept of the latter. The 
proximity of its situation to the coast of Gaul 
seemed to invite their arms ; the pleasing, though 
doubtful intelligence, of a pearl fishery, attracted 
their avarice f ; and as Britain was viewed in the 
light of a distinct and insulated world, the con* 
quest scarcely formed any exception to the gene- 
ral system of continental measures. After a war 
of abQUt forty years, undertaken by the most 
stupid J, maintained by the most dissolute, and 
terminated by the most timid of all the emperors, 
the far greater part of the island submitted tp 

B3 thp 



* Gennanicus, Sueto&iua Pauljans, uM AgnCo^* ^re diecl^- 
ed and reca&ed in the course of their yfctories* CoAulo was put 
to death. Mttitdry 9>ent, as it v adliiliT^l^ expressed ^ T^gltus, 

was, in the strictest sense of the word, imperatoria virtus. 

t Cflcsar himself conceals that ignoble motive ; but it is men^ 
tionedby Suetonios, c. 4T. The British fiearls |^roved» hovever, 
of little value, on account of their dark and livid colour. Tacitus 
observes, with reason (in Agricola, c. 19.), that it was an inher- 
ent defect. ^ Ego fhcilius crediderim, naturam jnargaritis d^sse 
quam nobis avaritiam*'' 

% Glaadius, Kero, and Donjutian^ A hofv is «x]|Bnessed bj Fom- 
ponius Mela^ L tiL c. 6. (be wrote under €lattdius) thst^ by the 
success of the Rohian arms, the island and its savage inhabitants 
would soon be better known. '. It is amusing; enoug;!) to perus« 
such passages jn the midst of London. 
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C UAf. the Roman yoke*. The various tribes of Bri- 
tons possessed valour without conduct, and^he 
love of freedom without; the spirit of union. 
They took up arms with savage fierceness ; they 
laid them down, or turned them against each 
other, with ^ild inconstancy; and while they 
fought singly, they were successively subdued* 
Kesther the fortitude of Caractacus, nor the des- 
pair of Boadicea, nor the fanaticism of the Druids, 
could avert the slavery of their country, or resist 
the steady progress of the Imperial generals, who 
maintained the national glory, when the throne 
was disgraced by the weakest, or the most vicious 
of mankind. At the very time when Domitian, 
confined to his palace, felt the terrors which he 
inspired ; his legions, under the command of the 
virtuous Agricola, defeated the collected force 
of the Caledonians at the foot of the Grampian 
hills; and his fleets, venturing to explore an un- 
known and dangerous navigation, displayed the 
Roman arms round every part' of the island. 
The conquest of Britain was considered as al« 
jready atchieved ; and it was the design of Agri- 
cola to complete and ensure his success by the 
easy reduction of Ireland* for which, in his opi- 
nion, one legion and a fe^ auxiliaries were suf- 
ficient f . The western isle might be improved 
into' a valuable possession, and the Britons would 

/wear 

* See the admirable abridgment given by Tacitus, in the life 
of Agricoin, and copiously, though perhaps not oo|ilpletelry, il- 
lustrated by our own antiquarians, Camden and Horsley, 

t TJie Irish writers, jealous of their national honour, are ex- 
ti^meiy provoked on this occasion, both with Tacitus and with 
Agricola. s 
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weir their chains with the less reluctance, if the C HA IP. 
prospect aiid example of freedomt were on every 
side removed from before their eyes. 

But the superior merit of Agricola sooti occa* 
sioned his removal 'from the government 6£ Bri- 
tain; and for ever disappointed* this rational, 
though extensive scheme of conquest; Before 
his departure, the prudent general had provided* 
for se<?urity as well as* for dominion. -- He had ob- 
served that the island is almost divided into two 
unequal parts iby the opposite gulphs, or, as thiy 
are now called, the Friths of Scotland * ' Across 
the narrow interval of about forty miles, he had 
drawn a line -of military stations, which was af- 
terwards fortified in the reign of Antoninus Pius, 
by a turf rampart erected on fijufldations of 
stone*. This wall of Antoninus, at a small 
distance beyond the modem cities of Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, was fixed as the limit, of the Ro- 
man province. The native Caledonians preserved 
in the Northern extremity of the island their wild 
independence, for which they were not less in- 
debted to their poverty than to their valour; 
Their incursions were frequently repelled aind 
chastised; but their country was never subdued f, 
The masters of the fah-est and most wealthy cli- 
mates of the globe turned with contempt from 
' . B 4 gloomy 

* See Horsley^ Britannia Romaniay 1^ i- c. 10. 

«*■ 

t The poet Buchanan celebrates^ with degance and spirit (se« 
his Sylvae, v.), the unviolated independemce of bis native country. 
But, if the single testimony of Richard of Cirencester was suifici' 
ent to create a Roman province of Vespasiana to the north of the 
v?all, that independence would be reduced within very narrow 
limits. 
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C HAP. gloomy liiBs assailed bj^tlie winter temipest, ftom 
\^00^ lakes conceaikS in a blue mist, and from cold and 
lonely heaths, over whkh the deer of the forest 
-were chased by a troop of naked baibarians *. 
SdL"!!*? Su<^ was the state of the Roman frontiers, and 
the second fiticTi the maioms of Imperial policy ftbm the 
death of Angusttis to the accession of Trajan. 
That virtuous and active prince had received the 
education of a soldier, and possessed the talents 
of a general f . T^e peaceful system of his pre- 
decessors was interrupted by scenes of war and 
conquest ; and the legions, after a long interval, 
beheld a military emperor at their head. The 
first exploits of Trajan were against the Dacians, 
the most warlike of nien, who dwelt beyond the 
Danube, and who, during the reign of Domirian, 
had insulted with impunity the majesty of 
Rome J. To the strength and fierceness of bar- 
barians, they added a contempt for life, which 
was derived from a warm persuasion of the im- 
mortality and transmigration of the soul§. Dc- 
cebalus, the Dacian king, approved himself a 
rival not unworthy of Trajan ; nor did he despair 
of his own and the public fortune, rill by the 
confession of his enemies, he had exhausted 
every resource both of valour and policy ||. This 

memo- 



* See Appian (inJPrown.) »id the uniform imagery of Ofsian's 
Poems, which, according to every hypothesis^ were composed 
t)y a native Caledonian. 

t See Pliny^s JPanegyriq, which seems founded on facts. 

t Dion Cassia*, 1. Ixvii. 

t Herodotus, 1. tv. c. M. Julian in the Cssars, with Sjaai* 
hdm's observations. 

I Plin. Bpist. viii. 9, 
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^FSieDaorable war, with a very shott sttspemion of C h A p^ 
iKNslalities, ksted five years ; and as the emperor s^,^^^ 
cosid exert, without coatroul, the whdle force 
of the state, it was teimiaated by an absolute 
aiabmission of the hatbarians*. The iiew pto^ 
vimre of Dacia, which foimed a aecond exception 
to the precept of Augustus, was about thirteen 
t»»idi*ed miks in circumfei^ence. It^ natur^ 
iHnmdaries were Niester, the Teyss, or Tibisicu4, 
the Lower Dan\!^, and the Euxine Sea. The 
vestiges of a military road iHay «till be traced 
from the banks of the Danube to the neigh* 
Itiourhood ai Bender, a place famous in modem 
history, and the actud'firontier of the Turiiali 
and Russian empires f . 

Trajan was ambitious of fame ; and as IcHig as Conqoeits 
mankind shall continue t:> bestow more Hberal in ^mt. 
applause on their destroyers than on their bene- 
factors, the thirst of military glory wiH ever be 
the vice of the most exalted cSmracters. The 
praises of Alexander, transnntted by a succession 
of poets and historians, had ktn^d a dangerous 
emulation in the mind of Trajan. L3ce him iiat 
Roman emperor tmdertook an expedition against 
the natiops of the east, but he lamented with a 
sigh, that his advanced age scarcely left him any 
hopes of equalling the renown of the son of iPhi- 
lipj. Yet the success of Trajan, however tmn- . . 

jsienf, f* 



* Dion Cassius, 1. IxviiL p. 1123. HSl. ' Julian in Cacsaribus- 
Sutropias, viiL it. €• Aarelius Violbr in Spitocoe. 

t See a Memoir of M. d*AnviUe, on the Province of Dada, la 
the Academte des Ins9r^)€ioiis, torn, xicviii^.p. 444«^G6» 

t Trajan*^ sentiments are represented in a very just and Hvel j 
manner in. the Ccisars of Julian. 
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C H^A P. stent, was rapid md speciaiis. The degetierate, 
Parthians, broken by iatestine discord, fled be- 
fore his arms. He desceaded the river Tigris 
in triumph, from the moiui^taias of Anaema to 
the Persian guiph. He enjoyed the honour of 
being the first, as he was the last, of the Roman 
generals who ever navigated that remote sea. 
His fleets ravaged the coasts of. Arabia; and 
Trajan vainly flattered himself that he was ap- 
proaching towards the confines of India ^. Every 
day the astonished senate received the intelligence 
oi new names and new nations^ that acknow- 
ledged his sway. They were infonned that the 
kings of Bosphorus, Colchos, Iberia, Albania, 
Osrhoene, and even the Parthian monarch him- 
self, had accepted their diadems from the hands 
of the emperor ; that the independent tribes of 
the Median and Carducian hills had implored 
his protection } and that the rich countries of 
Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria, were redu- 
ced into the state of provinces f . But the death 
of Trajan soon clouded the splendid prospect; 
smd it was justly to be dreaded, that so mapy 
distant nations would throw ofi^the unaccustom- 
ed yoke, when they were no longer restrained by 
the powerful hand which had imposed it. 
f^g^^gaeA I^ ^^® ^^ ancient tradition, that when the 
fty his stto Capitol was founded by one of the Roman kmgs, 
the god Terminus (who presided over bound- 
aries 



* Batropius and Sextus Rafos have endeavoured to perpetuate 
the illusion. See a very sensible dissertation qf M. Freret in the 
^cademie des Inscriptions, torn. xxi. p. S5* 

f Dion Cassaus, 1. Ixvtii. s and the Abbreviators. 
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aries^ and WW repifAem«dt according to thefitt^ CH^P. 
of that agtt.bj a kige stone) alone among all the 
inferior deities^ refused to yield his place to Ju-* 
piter himselfl A favourable iaIeEence was drawn 
from his obstinacy, which was interpreted by the 
augurs as a sure {Hresage that the boundaxies 
of the Roman power would never recede^. 
During many ages, the prediction, as it is usual, 
contributed to its own accomj^ishment. But 
though Terminus had resisted the majiesty of 
Jupiter, he subnutted to the authority of the 
emperor Hadrianf . The resignatioii of aU the 
eastern conquest^ of Trajan was the firft mea- 
sure of his reign. He restofied to the Parthians 
the election of an independent sovereign, with- 
drew the Roman garrisons from the provinces 
of Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria, and, in 
compliance with the precept of An^stus, once 
more establifhed the Euphrates as the frontier 
of the empire %. Censure, which arraigns the 
public actions and the private motives of. princes, 
has ^scribed to envy, a conduct, whkhmight be 
attributed to the fmidence and moderation of 
Hadrian. The various character of that emperor 
capable, by turns, of the meanest and the most 
generous sentiments, may afford some colour to 

the 



* Oyi<L Fase. I. iL ver. 667. See Livy, and OiOnjsltts of Hi- 

licarnaisstts, under the reign of Tarquin. 

t St. Augustin is highly delighted with the proof of the weak- 
ness of TerminHs, and the vanity o|! the Augiirs. See De Civi. 
tate Dei, iv. 8a. 

* See the Augustan History, p. 5. Jerome's Chronkle, and 
all the Bpttomiser;* It is somewhat snrprising, that this memo- 
rable event should be omiUed by Dion, or rather by.Xiphilfai^ 
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C 11 A F. the suspicion. It WM^homtwit, «taiwely in hi* 
i^0^>^ power to pinee Ifte superioiity of lii» predeceMor 
in a more coHspie«ioii3 light, duin bf tbiis con^ 
fes^g himself utiequal to thtt t^isk of dc&oding 
the conquest of Tr^an. 
^Srt^''^ '^^ martial and ambitioiis spirit of Tnyan 
awl ^to. fomied a very lingular coatrait with the mode.* 
' ration of hie successor. The restless activity of 
Hadrian wias not less remarkable^ when com^ 
pared with the gentle repose of Antoninus Fius. 
The life of the foraier was ahnosl: a peipetual 
journey ; and as he possessed the various talents 
of the soldier,^ the statesman, and the scholar, he 
gratified his curiosity in tfaedischarge of bis duty. 
Careless of the-difference of seasons and of cli.- 
mates, he maichad on fi)0t, and barerheaded^ 
over the snows of Caledonia, and the aultry plains 
of the Upper Egypt j nor was there a pmvince 
ot the empiie, which, in the courae of Us seign, 
was not honouittd with the presj^nes of the nu^ 
natch *. But the tranquil life of Antoninus Fius 
was i^nt in the bosom of Italy ; and, during 
the twenty^diree years that he directed the pub- 
lic administcation, the longest joumies of that 
amiable prince extended no further than from his 
palace in Rome, to the cetimment of his Lanu- 
p,^ vian ViUaf. 

ayttrmof Notwithstanding this difference in their per- 
|S[*S^4^ sonal conduct, tte general system of Augustus 

wa? 

» Dion, 1. Ixix. p. 1158. Hist, August, p. 5, €. If all our 
historians were lost, medals, inscriptions, and other monuments, 
^miUdl»e9dficient to record the travels sf Hadrian. 

t See the Augustan Sistory and the B^itpmes« 
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was €<ma% i^dopted ai\d uniformly piirsuqd hf O S A^^ 
H^^riaa s^i^ by tbqi two AntoqiMs, Th^y per- ^Ji^ 
6is^4 Wk tjw t^gn of inaii^i^niag the 4^ity <^ 
the esAfk^i m^thagX: %tteipptH)g to mlai;g|. it« 
UmiU. J^Y m^9fy bonour^Ie expf^n^ .the3r 
i9lvite4tl^Jg^ieq4^ippf 1^ bar)>9rifUi9; ai|4 f^r 
^avour^d to cQi^YiQce matduad, thst th« Roqisio 
paweff raised s^>ove the temptation of coaqpest, 
was a^tugtod only by the We of order and jiia«^ 
tice. JPuring a long period of forty-three years 
their virtuous laboun were crowned with success ; 
and if , we except a few. flight ho9tilitijc;$. that 
s^Te4 to exercise the legions of the frontier^ the 
reigns of Hadrian and Anjtoninua Piu^ o^er the 
fair prospect of universal peace *. The Roma* 
name was revered among the most remote nar 
tiofls of the earth. The fiercest barbarians fre- 
quently submitted their differences to the arbi- 
tration of the emperor ; and we are informed by / *^; jl ] 

a cotemporary historian, that he had seen am- ; ' 

bassadors who were refused the honour whidi . . / '; 
they came to solicit, of being admitted into the 
rank of subjects f* 

The terror of the Roman arms added weight . 
and dignity to the moderation of the emperors, J^^J^*" 

They Mucus 

* We must, however, remember, tlg^n the time of Hadrian, 
a rebellion of the Jews raged with rfi JBgj bry, though only in 
a single prbvinct : Psmsanias (L vp/VRl ) snention* two ne- 
ccMsiry and suooessfal wan, cendttOMd \fy the geneniii of Fkiar, 
1st, Against the wandering Moors, who were driven itito th« 0^ 
litud(^s of Atlas, 3d, Against the Brigantet^f VHtain, who hU 
invaded the Roman province. Both these wars (with several 
other hostilities) are mentioned in the Augu^an MisiMry, p. 19, 

t Ajppian of Alexandria, in the preface tfli,!iw HislQfy «f lh» 

Roman wars. 

•A. 
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I 

CHAP* They preserved peace by a constant preparation 
for war ; and while justice regulsited their con- 
duct, diey announced to the nations on their 
con&ies, that they wiire as little disposed to tn^ 
dure, as to offer an injury, 'the military strength 
whit^i it had been Sufficient for Hadriafi' lind th|6 
elder Antoninus to display, was iexened again^ 
the Farthians and the Germans by the emperor 
Marcus. The hostilities 'of the barbarians pro- 
voked the resentment of that philosophic mo^ 
narch, and, in the proscdution of a jiist defence, 
Marcus and his geiierals obtained many signal 
victories, both on the Euphrates, ahd on the 
Danube*. The military establishment '6f the 
Roman empire, which thus assured either its tran* 
quillitj or its w^ccss, wiU now become the pro- 
per and important object of our attention, 

j^,^ In the purer age? of the commonwealth, the 
use of arms was reserved for those ranks of citi- 
zens who had a country to love, a property to 
defend, ajnd some share in enacting those laws, 
which it was^eir interest, as well as duty, to 
maintain. But in proportion as the public free- 
dom was lost in extent of conquest, war was gra- 
dually improved into an ^rt, and degraded into 
a trade f . The legions themselves, even at the 

time 

* Dion. I. IxxL Hist. Augnst. in Maieo. The Parthian vicr 
tones g9ve birth to a crowd of contemptiUe historians, whose 
aienory has been rescued from oblivion, and exposed to ridicjil^ 
la a wry lively piece of criticism of Lucian. 

t The poorest rank of soldiers possessed aboTe fbrty pounds 
sterling (Dipnys. HaUcarn. iv. 17.), a very high qualification, at 
a thne when money ^ras so scarce, that an ounce of silver was 

fiqui- 
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time when they were recruited in the most dis- C HA P. 
tant provinces, were supposed to consist of Ro- 
man citizens. That distinction was generally 
considered, either as a legal qualification or as 
a proper recompeiise for the soldier ; hut a mofe 
serious regard was paid to the essential merit of 
age, strength, and military stature*. In all 
levies, a jtist iMPefiarence was given to the climates 
of the North over those of the Sbuth : the race 
.of nwn ..borti to the exercise of arms was sought 
for in the country rather than Jn cities ; atnd it 
was very reasonably presumed that.th^ hardy 
occupations of smiths, carpenters, and huntsmen, 
v^rould supply more vigour and. resolutkm, than 
the aedwitary tr^cs which are employed in the 
service of luxury f .. After ey^ery. Qualification of 
property had been laid asxde^ the.armies of the 
Roman emperors were still co^ima^ided/ for the 
most part, by officers, of a liberal birth and edu- 
cation; but the conmion soldiers,* like the mer- , 
cenary troops of nfipdem , Europe, were! drawn 
from the meanest, a|id very frequently from the 
most profligate, of mankind. 

That public virtue which among the ancients 
was denominated patriotism, is derived from a 
strong sense of our own interest in the preserva- 
tion and prosperity of the free government of 
which we are members. Such a sentiment, 
- \ whiich 

4 > ■■ ■ .-I i ■;. 

equivalent to seventy pound weight of br^ss. ,The popubee, 
excluded by the ancient constitution, w^e indiscriminately sid- 
mitted by Marius. See Sallust. de Bell. Jugurth. c,.91,, ... ^ 

^ Qxs^i formed his legion Alauda of Gauls and strjingers t Wit 
it was during the licence of civil war y and after th« vktarjr) h» 
gave them the freedom of the city for their reward. 

t See Vegetius de Re Militari, 1. i, c. 3—7. 
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despotic jpnjjft^ ?jn4,iit.l3pc«^,WQeg8^Qr; to 
. supply ^^.4k{pc|^by,^^ 

feligjion. T|)f;{^;(8iai^(H;xv^ 

dignifi^4 prc)f^ ia^}«Ki|McJi^bis.i^^ 

aod repjotatipf would depend oiLhis o^ffn yaWr; 
and t^at altl^ovLgh..l;^ prow^s^^o^^ g piiviate^wl^ 
dicr must often e3<s?j|^ ,tbe,jii(rt!ic^!^ J^^ 
own heiia^yioux. migiit;.?pn»et;ini^ qpi^r^gtofy-or. 
disgrace QCi thje cooipany, the l^fiou, or aven ^thie^ 
army, tf> whici^e |i9iv)ur3 he m^^momUi^^ On 
iiis fij^t entrance into fbf^ scryice^ .an p^ith^waa 
adnunii^ta:ed|9 ^iio^ wijtt]| ew^}?, p^cupiit9n(;e^«f 
solemnity^ HeproEnis^ii6}i^er,^(;^4?^ 
ard^ to $ubmit bi$..o«(}^ wU tci .th«. wnamwdl of »« 
his leade^s^ and to^s^f^i^ hi^ U^ fof t^iefSf^ty: 
of the feipp^ror ^n^ t^ie ^pjiyg*. jTtw^ftttaph- 
ment of the Roman troqp« to their staipdard^ 
was inspired by the uiiited influence of reli-- 
giw and of honour. The gjalid^n eji^le, w)«ch 
* l[Ii(tered in the froqt of tbe> li^ppn, was the 
object of tbdr fdi^4??t fleyotioft; nor was it 
wti^^mfid less,. impkms than it was ignominious, 
to abandon 'that sacre^i (irfi^ign ip. the hqiu: of 
isLO^etK Thtese motives, which derived their 
'''' ' strength 

♦ The oath of service and fidelity to the eni|wi»f was annuiilly 
renewed bj( t||e tmqps on the iirs^ ^ Jsumary. 

t Tacitus tails the Roman eagles, Belloram Deos. They were 
yhced m a chapel in the camp, and with the other deities receir- 
ed the religious worship of the troops* 
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strength from the imaginatioil, Were ehfoited by C HA P, 
fears and hopes of a more substantial kind. Re- c,,^.^ 
gular pay, occasional donatives, and a stated re- 
compense after thfe appointed tirtic of service, 
alleviated the hardships of the itiilitary life*, 
whilst, on the other hand, it Was impossible for 
cowardice or disobedience to escape the! sevet'est 
punishment. The centurions were authorised to 
chastise with blows, the generals had a right to 
punish with death ; and it was an inflexible 
maxim of Roman discipline, that a good soldier 
should dread his officers far more than the enemy. 
From such laudable arts did the valour of the 
Imperial troops receive a degree of firmness and 
docility, unattainable by the impetuous and irre-- 
gular passions of barbarians. 

And yet so sensible were the Romans of the i«ici*c*. 
imperfection of valour without skill and practice, 
that, in their language, the name of an aniiy was 
borrowed from the word which signified exer- 
cise f. Military exercises were the important 

Vol. I. C and 



* S6e Gronovius de Pecunia vetere, 1. lii* p. 120, &c. The 
emperor Domitian raised the annual stifielid of the legionaries t6 
twelve pieces of gold, which, in his time,^ was equivalent to about 
ten of our guineas. This pay, somewhat higher than our own, 
had been, and was afterwards gradually increased, according to 
the progress of wealth and military government. After twenty 
years service, the veteran received three thousand denarii (about 
one hundred pounds sterling,) or a proportionate allowance of 
land. The pay and advantages of the guards were, in general, 
about double those of the legions. 

f Mxercitus ab esercitandoy Vairo de Lingua Latina, I. iv. Ci- 
cero in Tusculan, 1. ii. 37. Thert is room for a very interesting 
work, which should lay open the connection between the lan- 
guages an^ manners of nations* 
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9ij^AP-994^<ttiiBiNe<'0l^^ The 

hp^ ^^i>9»it&aff$Bt^idiih^ was 

' ^kKitimifti^vmt^nwi^ tmievf upturn froxa 
the'fo»sr>9Bm|^tu)ti$iw«atfacv^iaiui ttwajs^care* 
ful^ %t]fe«»vedi tbdt*'did^«raisccbe^foe4 tu? this 
imitdlt?6it of-n^^, ^Ji^Ddbi^W of (kmbliCf(|hi^ weight 
whicfi ^ais i^ui*ed fei feal astioii***^. It is not 
the^i*pofie of thia wiMfc ta enter iv^owiy minute 
desc^jftteiP^cfP tfee'Ron^iii eiscrcisas. v; We ^haJi 
only remark, that they comprehended: whatever 
c6aid<yddi«:ren^th to the body, aativity to the 
littAS^ ©*ogMce to the taotionsi- The ^diers 
werc'^^Alig^mly inatruct?fl> to march; : to ron, to 
leap.^td^i'wifl^, to catry iie«MVy burftettSy to fcandle 
evei^ ^eeiesof-aflns that was \|$ed eititer for 
ofFehce of fo"!^ defei^o^, either ift discant engage- 
ment, ol^Jn^a^deer toiet;^tt>fdnn a ^riety of 
evblutid^ ; andto move to^thei^oauad of flutes, 
in the Pyrrhi© or martial dance f. In the midst 
of peace the Roman troops familiarised them-r 
selves with the practice of war ; and it is pret- 
tily remaried by an ancient historian who had 
fought against. thein, that the eflfusioij of blood 

was 

• Veg^tiws^ 1. ii. and the rest of his firstybdlc. 

t Thl" Pyrrhic (Janco' is extrfemdy tv^ell 'iHustrated by M, 1« 

fteau, in the* JVcademie des Inscriptions; tomi xxxv.' jj. 262, &c. 

' That learned Academician, in ^ series of Memoirs, has collected 

all the passages of the ancients that relate to the Roman legion. 
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tj NiHfC AJOT4m!ie» t>f 1f^ haiir.pftdftlkEyblfltrO. TIic legions 

■bjr;:PalyWM4:i ;fc tile time of ^therPM^c r?^ars, 

i9afi0i^h|r di^BsijisAmMfid t^ ^^]^tc4ii|i^*> r The 
' mtiimi: iala fietor mjudsl- TMhaivy^^niwdi in- 

' * -Joseph. 4^ Bell. JimIwo, L iii, c, 5, W^ ax:^ indebted to this 
Jew for some very curious details of Rbmah disciplimC • ' ' 

■ -" t PHn. Panegyt. c. 13. Life ofHadmn, la iSR^iAtgfatotllfcs. 
.my. 

t See an admirable digression pn the Boroan discipline, in ^th^ 
sixth book of iijs history. 




: ..$r^a«L ^nd HfWiria%; and ^he legionV.as he.^ekcrife W,^ eh^< 
.^i^S^i any pj^er i^ge.bi'tW Qop^ian eM 
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c HA P. fentry, whickcomposed its principal strength*, 
s,,^.^ was,divi^4ed intpit^Sdl^d, d!fodfift 

p0ri»;iiiBltfX9(b6ci)9AeikPo?¥^ft^bt^ nuin« 
ltoK)fitiibaii|«fckfidaismftbf^ n^ fkit cohort, 
whadi taltr^^tetaet ^ffifez^ift?^^ IMmt and 
thrf5C<sotnd^I«l9^1C^A5«gle%ilWtt^ fB#iM^W eleven 
hnbffeoBi Bnd(&iiiiheiams^'t1li^hh» for 

v^x^xkti^H&diaKfii iWk6^m\A^xmg 'hihe co- 
horts) Qinlisikttd/ ^li^^^ltVe^'htin JH-bd' ftiM 'fifty- 
fiVfcy/amdrithe ^9^l^m&y^le^mtf iftfiintry 
afljuhiolbed torfl«vttitfiftaftftfi^e^*tt«^dJ:^^rtien. 
Aims. Thear^ptftcf^rer^ :u^oMii*atid^ftiirtlMy^^lfepted 
tofthe«Hatw#i€f thfeSr^^frrviee v an : opKin^4iiiIinet, 
with^^itb%3'dl:6§e^ *• » a?^ bi^st-pkftfci,' 'di:^ • ecart of 
maiLiv^ ^|i«i»^:3 ©ni their l^gs, and •- airt aitfiple 
bubkkarfonotMiP Mtkmv ^^^£hb hncklkr Wds ^ of 
an{ oblDiigi&ndl<bii«aye?%v0^«^ foUrftet in fefigth, 
andi\WTakia(B'AfiM4in bread^^ 
wo<)d^:cwva«(IiWkh a buir^''hide;^'^nd*istr6ftgly 
guaiJdedvTOtfc|>latfesi^ biJ*88i- BteMcsk lifter 
spearji:tbeUtfpon»i?y »oldi4g9? gft^ai In hi§ fight 
hand . thci^&arisndstide pilimr^ f^i^roti^ j§f eHn, 
whd5e-<iitXiiG8t ikBgtlii^WJ®i;«*)^^ 
which waatenmaBBited by a ma§sy^liangtflat poiht 
of st»el of eighteen; inthes>|t. ^hiS idstruinent 
waa indeed mxKhmhj^t^ t6"-»Ufi^Bntoderh firfe- 

* Ve^etiu^ de Ke^MHiUq,^-;."- «-'^...^ *3^7puref; ag? of 

Cxsar'and^Cfeferb; the word WiVfi was almost confined to the in- 

fantrjr. rjfjfl^^ the lower einpire,^ni in the times of Chivalry, 

^ ^ ik'^vas appropriated alniost as exclusively to the m^n at arms, 

fought on horsehack, ., . . ,, 7., , ^^ ^ .,rv: ./ *rh . 

t In f hWiffi^lk* l»otyt)ius ihdf t)iony siiis of ka'licarnassus ft. v. 
c. 45.), the steel pou\U)f t^«ifMjum ^^^W^ tp$h#yi9;^%?nHich 
longer:'.^ lA^'tI]ferfte: <Jf V^egetiu^ ^ was red)|9?ed^^..ft^t,a«»t • 
•even nw'inlthes.' I'4kyjiichos&ianied|uiB^_. :^^ > .f ;,.->?^ . . 
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arms ; ^inc^/ifi wm ,«]fifelte«^:Jtg?^fa biiiglc^dis- C ha P. 
chargf ,t #^h^I?4t9e»WQoQ€36ri3&fttettfa^ twelve 

skiUnl^^i^ tj^prft Si^s^t BSfftielyaJi^tHat darfet 
vcntijj:^l?atjii|ftii|f| ?p^h^pfg«^«j[f lfel4fan€»wslet 

that ,9t>Hi4j^^HJrfh#r*n*f«M©8^^^ Mgh*- 

As ^oqi^^fts l^qj^p^niitfd dnOiitiyfAslpibim^he^ 

with,|$j^i ^ggjj^ ;4lJis.,|3«clr4iiWto ftrlshbctwell- 

strik^qgrprp5^oP?^hiiigrjr t^utrth^ ^ol4wi:ra*»» al- 
ways ifl^rijptedttq^m£er. ^h?,laj^stt^e^fifi(Jlis*w6a- 
pon, ^ Jii$,§W|}^dy If pi^i©<$d lf»s ej^viedj whilst 
he in^ftt^df flt^^9r§r|fengeriQUSi fe& ad- 

ver^yy.^. , , ^J^. : kgiw?; wasv i:^iialljjndigjiai'.' up 
eigfcijf 4?ei^> &W^|l*e ?!bf\jlarcK?tii8tfleio6riw:oovfeet 
wa% l^Vtrb^^eei]^; the files ia3.:.iTOHte)^«iikfif. 
A Viyj (^.tTQOfA h^itaa^vtaf nlseavfe- this 
open G^di?r,,ipi» h»i§ feont^nda^wpiid^^fcarge, 
found,^eiBjs^4|fi piepaiwd vt<^ extedaterBtveJrjr dis- 
position 5 whic^. th?,.#K^U^ 
skill of their leader, ^ might suggest; -- Th€ soL 
dier possessed a free space for his arms and mor- 
tions, afid sufficient intervals were allowed, 
through which seasonable reinforcements might 
be introduced to the relief of the exhausted com^ 
batantsij:. The tactics of the ijifedks and Ma- 
t ' C3 ^ 'ceftoniana 

* For thelegionai:T ^rms, see L^sius de IHilitJa Jlo^ipa,l. iii, 

t See thf beautifiil comparisori bf Virgil, Georgic. ii. v. 379. 

t M. Guichard, Membires Militaires, torn, i. c. 4. and Nou^ 
▼eai}x Memoires, torn. i. p. 393-^311. has treated the subject lijf^ft 
a scholar and an officer. 
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c HAP. cedohians'w^(l'l^fiMFd^t^ t^ ilffoent pAn^ 

tldF^ingCb^f^ihl^'j^sO^ {iffHd)k<to .con;.' 

1^ clii^ta^^M^'df tbe ^lifrdli^cbh^tv 40il8^tted^<tf 
aiihaiMi'eyd'arid tbkty-tw^ ;-'*Jhil^«4aali^ 
•theotlftir^tilft* aMWiinted cmly to sixty-tlx. ■ "ShA 
t^^tlrg ^^^tl^kttient forced ^ r^imM, tf Wb 

^tA tvfii^y^^ horsey" natiaf^lfy «Wn:ocf fed witlr 
its #^«Kt^^;fegito, but ocGUsionally se^araftrf 
td act in the line, and to ecMfi^se ^^pixxxii t^ 

-pfr#f»Jvl^a^ nd^fefllget GOTOt>a^^ Bk« it^;^ ttoi 

iriee oii hors^bai*, prei^ia^d t4itfn»selt*@$ fiw tfee 

offices^ senator attdc4mul; and solicited, by 

-dm^ oi w4owr, the fiittiye siadifafge^ df th^ir 

-dmmyismti \^^ -^ ®isce^e ateet ajtieur <rf ni^in«$ 

-V}3i ia-^ ::7-;)-n: ii:v J.J ;...- ,^i.,. . ... mid 

♦ See Arrian's Tactics. With the true partiality of a Greek, 

. J^rmp. f^^eJC chose to describe the phalan?c,.,of which he , had 

r€a^^lilaJ[J^th5 Jegibiis which he had conirtiandedV * ' 

t^Polyb, h Xvii* ' . ' ; . r;; 

, lYaget. dfi Re Militari,. l," ii\ c. 6. His positivi? testiiwony^ 

,^JE^4ii3fe^^ ^ supported by circumstinitiaf ^id^^ntfe, bug^^ 
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Ot tH£ ROMAN EMPIRE. as 

and government^ the «S»s})«fflSSi3&flJ;'.th*. 6qu6s- C H aP. 
triah order .wctefffrifrfg^ M^lh^iJBisrflistr^t^h vi^;^ 
of justjct, la!>>^?oi/ tJ^ fe^ewi^3f iMA ivSm^^Pf 
they ie«tAmo^Afee jsr^f/«si(H*^^ 

cohort of ^fe^Af, : .T}?^tec*piif Ji&4ri^^ 
their cavalry fj^ thft f^^neJ pr^ns^^iftn^hth^^ 
same class itf their s^aj^cj^ : vjr^lvf 6w»itsdThe 
taftks of thsr: legion. ; ThiEh feoi^e^^iwfire %e^- Ibi? 
the mb^ip^xt ihiS^n oir CappiS^ocift, iThc 
Rotairi troopers, despised tiie co^pfetfj ailiioiit 
with wbicfc :tbe; cavalry of the eft^ w^a^L^^ijm^ 
bfercd. Jj&dr more usefiA arm CQpfi?!?^. in a 
helmet,^ an ofelong shteW, ii^M b0ot^;^4 %■ poat 
of matt. 'A javfeliii, ik)d a teftg-l^rfea^^ajpdi^ 
were thein ^ pj&inci|)al weapons of ttfi^^e^^. ; Thi 
Use t£(^qtsmd pf iron Maees th^y^^e^rfia^l^ve 
borrowed from the barbarfans %, : . t r. ; r. 
. Tbcts^ty "alid hoiiiiiir <rf. the .^^er^eriei AuxUUriet 
principalty iiittusted tt> the legiolis,; btJt/the po-t 
licy t^f Rortue condescended ttx feddpft ever j? i^s^l 
ihstrament (rf^ar. ;Gon8fderaMe feyiesrwijrtiri^ ' 
gulayly m^de aitidftg the ph)vin€ials^ who had 
not yet desefved the . honourabte iH§tinctioft of 
Rdmans. Many dependant prince^ and coinmn^ 
nities di^ersed round the froiwierg, were permit- 
ted, for a while, to hold their freedom and secu- 
rity 

' * 'ftm.'fejst. i^atur. xxxjW. 2. the trtie seli^^ of^tliht v^ en- 

rious passage was fiiret discovered afrtd itldnir'atetJ B}^ lBP;;d'e waa- 

for^ Rejipt^i<^ue Romane, I; ii. c* 2, . ,/' y ;; ^^\' /> ' 

; '• t'As ill t^e instance of'HoraCe iftd Ag*iV61a^' '. ttisr ajS^ejfrs^o 

' have been a ^fect in the Biinian d)sciplif^i*> ,v&^hicti*lfedtian en- 

'dbavbtire'd to remedy, by ascertaining the liegaia^d' if i tribtine, 

t See Arxian's Tactics. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C««»Orttyby«*^irtbid«fkillkr^$fei^ Even 

ly compelIed-BiPjeriaed^lilfe2«msti«^ 

laii <tffl!h»%fete-ft:XJAlt^aie8^w<ice:;inekdied 
mrfe^Itft^ J(eh«ie>«l«i^df iUxiltefea ; ^ and howr 
sD6t*i«fc^iaTghfe^iy^c^ing di&reace . 

of^ifa^i^aStt^^fcygri^ tt-umberr ^ecq 

se1dofcrffiifelfinfetS4tt<^^^^^ <tf thd fegt<»is them- 

. mand oFjft-iFects ^ftd-' ceKtiirions, asrfi s^arsmly. 
tjnaii&^lT? thy ^tts of Roman discipline-; but the 
far^jgrfeater^Srt'retkiti^d thosfe arms, to which th« . 
ndmre^'iiptifeit c^ oir flieir -early ^habits of, 

life; bW pttxfAiriy adapted thdm^^ By tim m^ , > 
stittiti^^n/J^^^ whbrii a cfertate proppc,;, 

tioh of k'tS^afiaries'Was aflbtt^^^ contaiMd mthiii^ 
itself :feVeW spfecitrs'^riighttr^popps, !a^ mis^ . 
sUe w^a^tto^?^ a^^^ papfeble of eneioaintaring . 

eYfery^Mdonj^Wffti %ha^d^2&itages of -its res|)ecn 
Artaiciy, tiVe k?mk:in^' dffc'ipWe $.- - Not- ww the legicm 
destitute bf what, i?i modern language, would be 
styled a train of artillery. It consisted in ten 
mi^litaBy ^.eagiQesviof, :J:h/Si;Ja,rjg9St, . arid Jifty-fiye^ of 

^•- t^2L' yrlj u.ili ,'.v-'.ado Y^-rr "V7 . : .^ •. ^'^**^*^^^ 
^'^SwJhMJJpdnttulariBkgs.tbft^^e.of.thf Bataviaiis. TacTP, 

t Marcus Anton^ntiS'obli^ed^i^e.vaf^q^lishi^ C^uaidl a^dMarod- 
mionirCtttfDpi^ him Jwa|h ^.jMgj^^f^fljf pf .troops, which he im.- 

as i&W^^ft«^«^ttwiit?iaee j«:>»fti\y,i|qj5^^ confaund the h^^ 

of the emperors, with the Italian allies of the republic J ^. 'j '; 

§ Vegetius, ii. 2, Arrian, iiv his ordef of m^b and batije 
gainst the Alani. 
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a smaller size ; but.alL.c^ VfimK either in an C H AP« 
oblique oc borizQnt^i jMMtfi^fo4lAcliar^d stones 
and,dartftiwil^aim^^W^I»0te9fOrl5^^ > 

a^pbatanceoofA &«i6e4fi»ty:{}.3j^ sQtyi^ ^5. 

irwnt/tiiatijmghtii^prsijrt:^^^ 
Its fbflto iiiDag :tfa>i$?Cf«:t,j(j\i^4»aRgkt},^ ^^4^, ^^rc^jinay - 
ciilciilttte^thfat.'^ sjqHSfC of; ^^l^gut^^ffy^ hupdfed 
yai!ds:^;(»ijsu£|cif^.t forthe^encajpoprnf iijt<^^ 
tl^usai^Ewaaa^.;,^boiUigh. a.sim^^^ 
oar a*!ra ,trjQfl|)$ WPuJd cxpqse .tf9j:^ft W^y * 
fisrtBtJcrf.imone/tbpft t^eWe.thatjEpqtgp^.,.^^ 
imdst.cif.'th^ ^a^p,. the praetpfii^n,j^9f-jg^5i;ars 
quartaart; ijiJe abpyi5,tb^<>thqrs^j^j|^5^y^^^ 
infeqtryi md t-b^ ^^i^a^s^. oqqp}^i£a,tl^^^^^^ 
spficitivc Itsrttew.; th^tteets ^^e.}pfg^i(gii4 
feetly str%bV(fu;Mi^.yawpt>s3)apSj9;^ ^Wp^fitm- 
dfpd &»t wsftieft ^ig]a,,sf<%,^bf^^^een,,^^^ 
aHi'tJaeirajnpi^rt. Tbe:?^tJSiB?li^i^9^ Wftpjjj.^ 
twdh?eiferrtjl^,#pned jvitt^r^jljijg c)f^^|rpfl^^pn4. 

f^ The sujjj^^t of the ancient machines is treated with great 
knowledge and ingenuity by ifee Chevalier FoteM.4IWiyi«v.t&m. 
ii. ^v i^^^^tiSttO.) He prefers them in many respects to our mo- 
dern cannon and mortars. We may observe, that the use of 
t\u^ lAthe field grafluc^ly became more prevalent, in proportion 
as ptersbnal vatour and inftita*-y^i|l*d^iwl.witb^he fBpmaa 
empire^ ^ When men were no longer found, their pjac#,w.as i^up- 
pliSHyJiiatfliintesi'' 'SefrVegBtiosvi^ 9ft4iAHri^n-i(. rA .:, ., :/ 

t Vegetius fidishes' his *e^)hcr ' bdoky ' fed "flifl d^s}cpptk>n. of 
thfjjlegifc^j^ith tl\e foliowij(ig eirijfliatic W&rtfc r^^f'lSnwei^ifipiat 
in Quoqu^1fefli^gfener^''hec^feirfe'eslie <;iWuntn», 4«iswfltt lf©9?e? 
bel ubique'i^priarej ut in ^<Mslib<50 fi«eHI©afitisa/ai^ 
civitatem," ■'•''■■-.••• ■'•■ •"♦ > i; : .• I- ♦! ^-f.t ru:// ^eioT^q-n- ",^f . 

" ■'-.« 0'.iu j,l'/L T ;■' :•/'',-••.» .-: ,-• '.tt^ fs • . 
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aiid dheij^iittB*. ' . . .o 

WhefM^ref the ttu»if)«t ^kffti ttte sigo^Lof ^^ 

ani t}iW'tt|)opSTM imo«hdr:r»iksM{fa(yttbieIa^ 
dt m^ksttj ;=^^Besiti«6 th6k ^nrms, l«%rkh t)lfeM« 
^hait^ ssaireely eoAstdered ^ aii 'tiscvmhtatkib^ 

itt!$tii(idl^t$N3f ]^»rtMeaci6n, a»d the.prbvi^aiitif 
fttat^'i^ys'Jfi' tfhdet this weight, Which WodM 
^ b^^r^'ilhS dehVatJr Kjf d mddettriaoldj^-.thdjr 
we'pgi tiaiiied' hy a rtfgdaf step to «kd**flce, in 
abotft §fe-lt(jrtrf3, itear twwrty xiaW%i Ott the 
'Ap^imnd^ &i&ti etteitiy, they thtew aside' %h^iir 
•bagg^j-;^rai4yy easy and rapid evcdtttibni con- 
vened the column of march into an order of bat- 
tle §. -The slingers and archers skirrnished in the 
front v"t^«^iliadei f«cm«d the £r$t line, and 
^Virere se<5t)nded«f sCtetaifldd by the.iti«i4gtfr (rftfte 



'sius de Milr ^ ftornana,' J^oseph. deSell. Jaa; !• ih/'c. i.^^^ii^ 
i. 21— filfVftlw^. >4id MetntjQieS de ©itehsfttl. t&w; irc^. r.v : ' t 
rt, Qfe^[i|i "jlJtts^ii^n. U.57:*T-Josephk. de Bejl.. Jud.l, iiu4• 
Fr6ntiij[us, iv. l .' ' . * ' "" * • 

§ See those evolutions admirably well explained \)y JMf.tJuich- 
lifff, Nouveaux: Memoires, torn. i. p. 141—334. 
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ToSSkzxy ei^^^^mt^ ^^'^ 5 i^i^^j 

:^aif etupt^cm^dbfecided ttt^ttrettjbnat^itoi^ tioo of tte* 
eve^ d*h^ ^Tttre *8^ opj^iJCsfi^tftyihi^ 

bers, we shall not find it easy to deSfibte it|teflf t^fStli 

atiy toleaaWc ac^ctiiracyr Wt:imy:dom|«« -^^ *^- 

cf^cr, that th^ tegion, tehich wte itaetf a Wf ^ 

six dhotisahd dght himdred and thjtt^^cate B^ 

mam,, itaight, with its .attendant: .atfiSiKg^iesr, 

atmoiMlttdr about twrfre thdtls^ftdi6ti#^tol6dre4 

Hierr.v The peace estaMishment .olH^ilfeB^ «^ 

his' successorgf.^as composed df nd l06$f ha« jbirty 

of these fotmidatole brigades ; afid iflogt pefc^1% 

-formed a staiading force of thr^ehhiindted apu{ 

aeveniy-five thonallid men. Instead pf^ being 

cdnfirted ^thin the walls of fortified 0ittes, t^hiCh 

tite Roimans considered, as th?? rdfe§^e of ^S^H^esi 

or.pusiUaniniitjr, the legions Were l^t^M^d (m 

t*e banks of the gieAt rivef s, and along th^ frott- 

ifet» of the baftboriaits- As theit station?, for the 

most part, feni^ined fixed aad permanenl, we 

mhfy^ntnt^io^ de^ribe the xfisttibution of the 

^«)Qfi9i Three legions were ^rtffieiertt fot Britain* 

The principal ^rength lay upon the Rhine and 

3&anube, and consisted of siJi^eeil tegipfls; ffl the 

following proportioitt : two in the Xowiea^ mid 

threii in tte tipper Germwy j one iii Rhastfef, 6p^ 

. ift Nodeuito^^ fottr, in JPkitticwa, 4ht^^ in Bfe^a^ 

and tjyo in Dacia, The defence of taie £]Mbfsmb 
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2f THE DECIJNE AND FALL 

C H A>; wM'^^frfihdfeteti 16 'eigKf l^iqns, six oJFwhpia were. 

dociiP^'^Wm)M and Spain, 

as • th'i^'^Srire- w from ^n^ important 

scene'flP v:if;^^^ Srilife legion ' maintaineu the do- 
mesfip^ari^illiteW:^^^^ 'of those great pro- 
vincdl • f:T4Ti"ltaiy Was not left destitute of a 
miK&i^^ force. Above twenty thousand chosen 
soldieT^^a?fti¥^aKe(f 1)y Hit titles of City Co^ ] 
hottfi a^'PMoHaW Ghafds,; W^^^ the/ 

safety of the^ittoimrcii and' the capital. As the 
authors 'bf almost erery revolution that distracted, 
the efUf^ii*^, We Praetorians will, ver)^ soon, and 
vety^lbiM^, demkndour attention; but in their 
armsiaftilitiklttttions we cannot ^nd artjr circum- 
stiacfe j;eMtte Asfcriminated them from the legions, ' 
xnii^i^^mbiM^i^t^^tt splendid appearance,^ iand' 
a kw rigia^scijdiiie*; • \^ \ 

^^ TiwtAa^ifi^irtained by tj|e einpbrors inlght 

sednwwdcq^sfte to ttteir greatness ;>fetit it' was 
fuli3i[.t sdfficitHt ^r' every usirful purpose of go- 
veraifSewij^^^Ilie^ ambiiion of thd Romans was 
coined tti tfe^laftd- horwas thati*^rlike pebple 
cveriactua€6d by the enterprising spirit which had 
prc^ptled the navigators of Tyre, 6f Carthage, 
and(€^(^^ of'MaiwiHe^, to enlarge the bounds of 
the i«tebHd,.and to explore the most remote coasts 
of thctJdefeSn.^ 'To the Romans the ocean remain- 
•J ed 

* TadJBte'(Mi^?!yV 5.) Has Wen u^ a ^t^te of tlie legions 
under XibBrftii' t ah* B%n Csriia?; ( 1, Iv, p. 794.) under Alexan- 
der S^^^jmrh Hmj^tB^sciomed UyitK oUr the proper medium W 
tweeo ti^s^t^^ pienods. See likewise L^sius de Maghitadint 
Romana, 1. i. c. 4, 5» . '* 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. , 29 

cd an object of terror ratl^er than ©f curiosity*; ^ Hap. 
the whole' exfentol^t^^^ ^^T^ 

desti^ydnoffca^^^^ 



tHe pirate^; was incT\^^d wi^ 
The poKcy^ drtheempwpr^ |^P^i|ect|4qp,ly,^to 
preserve the peaceful ^dmimpn ^ ^ndr 

to protect the commQrce ot.^j^ir.|u]^^^ W0i 
tfiese moderate vfews, Aug^ st§l;v(?;}e4-two 
permanent fleets in the inQstcopyei%^\t!pom of 
Italy, the ope at Ravenna ^n.thc XAijafii?*, the 
otnpf ajt Misenum in the b^y .df J^apjf s^o ^x- 
p^rience seems i^t length to haye ponyii^qc^i the 
ancients, ttat as soon as their gpllios \^j^f^4ed 
two, or,,at.raost three ranksi of o^r^, t^^ai^ere 
suitpd rather for v&in pomp tham |55«;:rfal.*inncc. 
A\:^u?tus himself, in the victory oC^Qtitttt^^d 
se^.the superiority of his ownUgh^ ftig^^p^tfeej- 
were called Libumians) over, the; lofl^^ib^ti un- 
wieldy, cities of his rival f - Of thes^tiWf- 
nians he cpniposed the two fleets pf&ni^iiaaBd 
Mis,enu|n, . diestined to cpmm^ndi the one the. 
eastern,, th^ o£her the weste?n'diYisafiW;of tiMbMe-> 
diterr^nean; and to e^ch of the sqifadrptis he 
attached a body of several thousand marioiers. 
Besides these two ports, which inay . be <HHi$i4eTed 
as the principal seats of the Rom^ navy, a vjery. . 
considerable force was stationed at Freju[s, )^vthe. 
coast of Provence, and. the £u^ii>eiwast^»l4fil> 

;/' '";" "■ ■ " " bx 

* Thd Rpmans^trij^d to disguyfe^by the pretenses ^'rcjy^Us " 
awe,2fh^ir"ighorance and terror^ S^e Taci[t^,.GflrBwpia|.(s«t^:r - 

t Plui^d^VM^rc-AnioA^ Ani yet, i£ ^me tttsiyckdtlf€>rb' 

sms,|tii^.rooiif^OHS. c^^Uts yf^x^ no nwre tban'ftri f^et ^Sov^" '\ 

the wateri vi. 19. - ' & - -^ - * yi»::txacv 
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J^Oiaritimfttitjah ^eiw^isguObrtfl tod'5fii!ittim» and a 
t ^^j^undbuiof f iifidM^ mamt«a2e4 an 

'f,1K>Jipitttciepti(fchse:.^^ lawbwfiRW** If 

. wrWfle*>thk2fiaMr*sfate.i>f itel^^ fqr-^ 

IPCS ; i^dbftocavalrj? iirwfll w: iofenbrj^^ ; of; the 

l^gkmv the 9iQ(^n^s^:(hiiignRr<l5^ and th^ mvy ; 

t^e mostii&erai jcxTsaiputatjjon wiU np( ajlow u$\U> 

Amount 6^^ thijentii:^' eaiilrii$hine»t bgr ^4 PPft^ by land 

wiS^esta- ^ mwe tjitev four buivir^ ^nd ft^y r^Jaovis^d 

uieiiment^ lOon }^a ixi^itQiy pc>wei% wliicb, boM^^^fjr fQ^IU\d- 

: ^bk itin^y 5efin, wa$ equsilkd l)y R BnK>«3f ch of 

, the • last teiitury/who$e kingctom. was con&ied 

-WhipJa/fl^l^ jjjfovinqe gf tbe R<»naij empiref, 

vicwof -'•' W^ he^va jttempt^d tP eijplain the spint which 

vtlcL'tf ^TOadi?i«ted,fiiidtheMrwgthFhk^ 

the Ronum pipmrei? of U^mfX aqd the 4fl0Biine&,r^ W^ 

*"**^ . new oadea¥dur> v^tfe ql^^rij^ss and pr^ision^ to 

describe th^ provinces gnpe ^ted _\mder tbeij? 

;..:^. .-sway,' buiat prp^^pj divided, into sp mmy inde^ 

. pcmdem^and hostile st£*^,. - ^v . 

Spain. Spain, the wcjitem cxtreinity of th^ empir^, of 

. Eutope, and of the ancim^t world, hag, in every 

stgev iavw^iably preserved the same natural limits j 

i the iPyreH*|in mountains, the Mediterranean, and 

.vthe.r Atlantic Ocean. That great peninsula, at 

present so unequally divided between two sove- 

i^.V- ■; ••. ■'■" / reigns, 

%. $ee.Lh>5ii35, de Ifagaitud. Rom. U i. c« B. The sixteen last 
t • diaptersJof'^getius c^teto naval affairs. 

't Voliklre^, Sife!e'4e»L«iris XIV: c 9©. It ixn*?tj however^ be 
remembered that France still feels that extraordiharjTeffort* ^ ' 
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The l»ii8^i«ft^ JftMgAigaivfibdr iB^ithfiijdii^ of 
%h^ Wii^hki^iCQiiMxf^^^^ the 

lews siutedmd' \»)^ i^ c&asBiuv^fii ilfae sidd Jtf ti^ 
£ast, is ci»EdfM^0sai^ %^^<aoqeask)i}qQ6te 
toMragnb tiid N4»rihu ^ ^}^iociB^aear^:>G9enada 
and And^tei»a o&^spmA xiHih 'dx)i«ii>f^ Aiieiftiit 
Baetloa.' \E%9 tmrnM^^'^^^'S^Sf^^ OoUiQia and 
the A!$tu#ia$, BkK^ay a^i NftT«^ Leon and the 
t^o <3^s«i^si Mtu^ckt^ V^0i3bei9,' Gaudraia, and 
AttragMi, aJJ ooHtributed to form the thiid and 
tnost ^considerable ^ the Romasi gorermnents, 
which, ftbfii the liaine of ite capita^,/was styled 
tfie prorince^ ^f Tarragona*, \Ctf;thfr. native 
barbaHanis, the Cehiberians were tftefToaostrpclwer- 
fttl, as the Cantabrians and A§t\jriatu^;'pn)v«d the 
iiioW obstinate. Confident in ths streaigkh of 
. th^ir* inountains, they ^er^ tl;ie last who su^it- 
tcd td the arms, of Rome, abd the; first Who threw 
off the yoke of the Arabs. 

'Aiicient Gaiil, as it contained the whole ipoun- q^j^ 
try between the Pyrenees, the AlpSj tbe- iRhine, 
and the Ocean, was of greater extent tl;iai\mor 
dern France. To the dominions of that power- 
xtil monarchy, with its recent acquisit^o^is^ of Air 
sace and Lcirraine, we must add th^ d^qhy of 

• ' Savoy, 

* . See Strabo, 1. ii. It is natural enovigh to suppose, th^jt ^r« 
ragon is derived from Tarraconensis, and several modems wh,q 
have written in Latin^ use those words as synonymoi^s. It is 
how«»v^r c'i&rtain, that the* Arragon, a IHtle stream Avh felt iall^ 
from the Pyrenees into the Ebro, first gava its na|ne te a counjry 
and ^gradually to. a ^kingdw. See d'Aavillc^ G^grayh|e dii 
Moyen Age, p. 181, .. : . , ; . ,j^ n. . .3., ,. . , 
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31 tHE DECLINE ANt) FALL 

aa AP. Savoy, thcCahtohs of Switzeirlana, the four elec* 
^tfj;^ ^tti|f»«^t]MtMto^ ipiktkfhibidConb of lie^eV 

'^x'^''^ When Augustus gave laws to the conquests of* 
*x^ih» %A<K^ftl*t^fl*f«^^ >4»Pislott* vof O&ul 
q^i^ ^^49C^ to » 

th^L^OHW^pf t^^jPfyscjife W»4 to^ Brincipat na- 

aj)oyc ,^J^^ ii\40pei>4€|» «ta»^*i,.,The ; 
sc^rctwrt; of . thiiJVIedit^ffwl^, J^ . 

v^ucpt ^4,Pauptiiic,.i:ecfived tb<^ir, pfoviaqi^l » 
appejJ^tiofi frwi the qolfltfiy.of N^rViWWe-,. The: 
^ve^iuacfttof Aguitaifie was e^teod^ frpi^ the * 
Pyrenees tOr the Loire. Th« qqvintry between, . 
the Lpirjp ami the Sgine w^ styled, l;h^ Celtic • 
Gaul, '^d soon borrowed a new d9J3,^inin4tion>, 
from i#^^^ colony of Lugdupu^, or , 

Ijyobs^ Tiie Belgic lay beyon4 the Spine^ aflii^,; 
in mord ahiiient times had been bQWdQ^ pply byo 
tlie^^JilAe ; but a little b^for^ thp, age of Caesai:^ ^ 
thifc Gittltiansi abusing their superionty )pf v^ovtr, ^ 
hid dcAipied' a considerable portion of the Bel-.^ 
gic tistritbry/ l^he H^ very ea^ , 

gefly embraced so flattering a circumstance, and. 
the 6alKc frontier of the Rhine, from Basil, to. 
Ley^dehj *r€ifceiVed the pompoixs names of the' 
Upper and Lower Germany f. Such, under the 
'- leiigoiaf^thtf-Aiitbhiries, were 'the iibc provinces 
,, .:. i.',}Mi.;.,r:.^ t - .-I •; e^i.'-- -•■ • ■ -•■ of 

• Oi^e Mi}^;^ a(^' Qft^en cities ^^petr 'ini tlie rlf^Htiar ai ' • 
Gauf ; and if ^ vrejl known that this ^ipp^Uatio^ .was ap^tied xip^, • . 
on^to|htrc^pilaltoMriiibutt<>lhe whole territory 6f each stkVe, " 
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OS" THE StOMAH ttMT*T tttL • «*. 

the- ««i|iatt-;'ps^>whfcfelW'tl*-^ftiirf; *%*cMipi^:' 

Z<firAttr|flfi~;;fidfei*'Bitt*Jfi'1bsrhdr1frefed<BttVt^^^^ 
counts^ ^Wfc^'ii4e^MrIy diTW«i-!«lV4dff tfihty' 
tribes of hUi^ikcttsibf "#hbrti th^ most^ cbftsMer-' 



Wre peopled by ^e s^^e'Kar^'race pf ^avace^^^^^^^ 
Bftforfe'tliey Vteldeff to t^e Romaiww.it^CY;. 




the western division of t"^ Ev^^^an nroyjf^jej^.. 
wjiich^ exten^iei' ftom' the' cofi^naj^&pf Her^e^ to^ 
thewat^l'of j^tonmjuis,'^d^^^f^^ m??*^'©!-! 

tliejlTaj^us to t|ie sources o^' the iR,iii|][§^^^^^ 
nuHe. 'i ", ';'.'■, [ .'. , i ..... t ; ..'. . . \r 

is ^pw called Lombardy, was not considered ^s a 
part of Italy. It had been occupied by a power- 

Romagna/caiTied theii* a«fts"<te(a'iftiffjJEj|^;|^J^i-,3 
name &ani th« M^^ ^0^,^^.i4fla«tt9iinwiiyuXlW 

* Whitaker's History of Manchest^, vdJ. i, q< j. 
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34 *tS{II^<ISIJtt>^l9!tfi$^i«feX 

-the 'ibdt' €*itlite-^>|^vete toiHl €tfiiBfe«*Hyj>'^dJ<*^ 
•eouMP^o]S4te S^btei:^: theiikoa^ sMid tlie Voici, 

Jdiwfaia4^gw«M»ti ttei^rsK (peolsuLri dbsserved 4a3- 

0n3^i£) hteifioa^cbessbfs ^odoibed.ivilM^iaiiii ilmr 

. ., ,1 q jp0D3^it9ocliaifei4ifect6d:::<i6iiYfiats: $ii ^^Oflfpudland 

iOamp^a ,{flMSsosbi(lnit¥e Ibnmediateoliarritoii^.ii^ 

iifedoiy t.inanyo kvarlijbeiiaaiia^ Mai&i/ttfife 

iS&nnitfes, the Ajpulfflins,n^ndxltlie Lttc3nkite;datod 
the seaKffoasa;1bad)jbetofd3>«ercdj^/jlh€l ^wrisji>- 
ing colomes of ihe HGreeks. • JKelpa^. ffem^lfc, 
that ifheii:^Ai%HSlu? diyidiid:.ItaJy:;)mttJ ^IwfSli 
regiooBiii^ the itodir pro^vindff^r a«kS»^od 

tOJtflat g©afiabf^]^0Bifliii:ao«!creignt3f4^» r.., Lm^:; 

(^faulfi, awre more prob*ly of ffiyr^ai^ origin. See M. Fmxet, 
Memoires de rAcademie des Insdfptions, torn, xviii, 

t See MafFei Verona illustrata, 1. i. 
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ttecissA/byDlJio^oun»x«€)tllo RWn^^J^n^ite.iDA- .?• .. 

ffe«eit0ff5i]ttyjrt»Mig#blfiriY4l^ilfttti'3feo8t^ 

^i^ij>ijB?qi^fp^lthe ggnergi.appe^tion o£ Dlyri^ 
,iaifiV 5ifi ti» pydm-frpmifar t^ atxt .WQic.esr 
^tef^«i «^b61niQ6t^\^r3fl&^ of ihe emp^ 
4es«cile irf)be jBoi?e particdarly cbimcterai cijndfer 
4ilie iiamestf RhaetBa, Noncum^ Vrnxmrn^i^^iahi^ 
i^UboBisL^Mim^ Thcace, Macedc^aiav^ddd QAqtcd 
biijTheqpftvinfcarof Rhaetia, which soorsi^stin). Rh^ti* 
gui^hedi ithe: nEtme erf Vindeliciaias, exli^iidfia 
firdmi dK^/stcmii^ of the Alps to the banks ef; the 
IBinc^^'l firdm, its sooirce^ as far as itS[ icodxfitd: 
5wi«hc2l&»ifonJ :Thie .greatest jfart of the flat 
ihmt^ feUutgefct^to/the elector of Bslvaria ; the 
.At^x^ Aagsbur^h is protected by the eonstitu- 
flfelf^i^ *e iG^iiail; empire ; the Orisons are safe 
Id^^^teAi^itttHintains, and the country of Tirol is 
ranked amo^g t}]^ mimerdiis proriDces of tbtf 
ilfefise of Austria. 

The wide extent of territory which is iiiclitded ij^khtn 
4*tWcerf>^fch(e=^I«in," the .^Dfaniibe, a«i4.the Siive ; '?.^ ^"""^ 

t The ddtt^«P B^^tfeuwk origmillyc: belonriediw^Alie; iJta-cDBst 
from Hie Alpsto the Eaxme Sea. SeeServemlTCftrfmiiaJt^ii^cr^v - ^ 
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36 THE DECLINE AND TALL 

G H A P% Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Camiola, the Lower 

tfln^dfeFilfe ^lt?6n^ were fire- 

qiieis^iy itfkaai^ patri- 

niony ^f ^' iti'iljpe ^irnl^'. ;THey iiow contain the 
iesi(fchc€fttf d^CJferhian prince; who stiles hiiiudlf 
jfcm^tcir ^'tif ^ the Roitoais, and Miri tlhe leenlre, 
4is wdlF^as^stifeiigtih; of the. A\istl&ii powfer. it 
Timyrfet^le'^piroper to bbserVe^ that if wlp ex- 
fe^pfc^fife^fceMk^/ ISfemvia,' the ti6rt^^ 6iF 

iALiistri^'^ a^ a '^art of Hungary betwem the 
T^y^^fifti the iD^mibe, all jthe other iiommions 
ol^H3ilef*fBttee^6f'A^ w^ri coinp]?iiciimthm 
tfte'Hteiife^^f^the 'Roman empire. '-'^^'^ ' '' \ " 
Daii^^j^, Dahnatia, to which the imme of Elyrleuiiltiipi* 
jmob.ifiP/: Ifepefly- beilboigfeti^ was a loii^i buf iJdfet^ i^^ 
^'^^^" fea^aih^the Sa^ fmii th^ Adriatic. ■ Th^ best 
pl^rt^of the sea^eoast, which 'sibill retains its^ri^iem 
ap^'^Slmion^ i^ a proTmce of the^Venfeti^to stat^, 
and the seat of the Kitk r^p^bRc of Rtigusa; Th<^ 
inland parts have a6-sumad the Sclavonian naabes 
of Croatia and Bosnia; tfe^e forijaer obeys an Aus- 
trian governor, the lattei i Turkish pasha; biit 
the'>^ole country is still infested by tribes 6£ 
barbarfafe; v^rhose savagf- independence irregu- 
larly itiai^ii tli^ 'of the Chtistiari 
and' ]yfafionietan power '^. ■ * ' - - • '; 



* A Venetian traveller, the AVbiite Fortis, has. lately giKenus 
some account of those very obscure countries. But the geo- 
^fcifcW &i?a%itMS?e?^ niyncfbtfi cd^'bl exacted 
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03F THE ROMAN EMPlRt. 37 

, After .th/?.P^9U^, h%4i<?W>fi?«^rt?^^^?^^&t^^^ ^^^* 

among tlierGre^i^s, ^^^, nft|Hfef>fe ^SR/'^viil^ ^^: ^ '"^ 
toerly divided. tm?'jM,^m^dfh^'j]%W-:»^ * 
Whichv as We hiive^^^jf^)ci^,.\v)|s ^jf Qnq[,vifiqjt 
iaf. TrajaA, md tf^ s>t^^jjp^^^^ ,th? 

tiver. If We el^uitte imp, .^hc . jtfe^feijt i^u/t^ ^f 
those coiw>tri^Si we, ^tell .%d.ttet/^A,th^^^ 
haiid of (tih0 Bahulje, Tetoeswar^ iahd X^gi;isyt. 
"pallia |)aV]^ be^e^t jannex^* aft^r toafty revolutions, 
to the icrovm of Hungary; whilst the.|)ri»cip^*, 
tjies of Moldavia andWalacM^ iae^i>0wl^jij^ 

hfeiid of th$.j)anube, Maesia, wjWc^>! "ft^ifji^g.t^ 
ttiiddJte a^fc, *^ t^ofcen ifttp ;l^e}>a^^)j^n)|q^^ 
doins of S^rvil atid Bulg^a, is ajg^ai^ ux^itj^djf^^ 

1iK^o*fe^ by the Tujrks on the ej^e^asijre cj[)TOJii<e;i andGicecc 
of Thi:ace, JMacedonia, and Grej^tej prejf^rvjes .th^ 
ntemoiy of ^iljeii: ancient stijttie ^^dea: thCj 3Rj9XPajOL 
ettipire. . In^^the titne of the Aritonines, the mar- 
ti^J regions of Thrace, from the mountafps of 
Hdemus and Rhodojre,..lo theBosjdiorus i^^ the 
Heijlespont, h^, ^sumed ,the f^rm of a gtoyi^e. 
Notwithst^ding the change of tpaste^s ai^^d.^^^ 
^religion, the new city of . Rc^e^ , ,foyii;de^^ iyy, 
C^Qml^tim^ oni.t;h€;,blimks <;^ tjte .fiosp^^)ap,,^^^^ 
ever sin^se remained the. ejif^tal of. ^, grj^^t/^il^Q- 
nai^c^y. The kingdom of Macedonia, which, 
D 3 under 

- /'.;-•/;■»,...,.:• ...?t.,S ...1;/. « " ,w -v ,cT n^.r;. j/f * 
■«j;'l&e t^yf^ tUes Jifaf \h^.*con^^u9i<i^rtffi9,!^^^^ 
Danube. - * . . 
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^.J^ derived more solia adv^itag^&'lftoitt' tft9 pofey 
ot the two Philipi ; and i\ Ith \^ "^t^Mehaies of | 
Epinis find Th0ssaly, extendetfftojtt ihfe*jEgeari^ 
to the' lotijAtt sfea. When we liflect otf^flife fame 
qf ThebcEi arid Argos, of Sparta and Athe% i?^^; 
can scarcely persuade ourselves, that' jsbtttan)** 
immortal republics of uncipnt Greece irerelosi ih-' 
a single province of the R^pmati emp?rer, whicft; 
from the i^aperior influence of the Acharan le%u,e,' 
was usually denominated the provirice W AthaiaV 
Such was th^ state of Europe uridfef tfce K6marr 
Mi^or. emperot?. iThe provinces of Asia, wfthdiit exi 
cepting th^ ir^nsient iconqu^ists of Trajan, are all 
comprehende.d within th« limits pf tjie Turkish 
pbw^r. gut, instead of following tfte irbitrkry 
divisions of despotism and ignorance, |t WlH %^ 
' sAfer for us, ^ well jts jnorfe ^gree^bje, tp <>l^er*^ 
the indelible charaetprs . of pature/ Thenaffie^ 
Asia Minor is ^ttribijted Tyith some ptpprtety t^ 
the peninsula, which, .confined betwixt the Eux- 
me and tl^e Mediterranean, advance^ f rpm th* 
Euphrates towards Europe. Jhe piosf extensive 
and flourishing district, west^vj^rcj pf tdQWii Ta^ 
rus and the river Halys, was dignififid by the 
Komans with the exclusive title of Asia. T& 
jurisdiction of that province .extended pTer t^ 
anfcient monarchies of Troy, Lydi^, and Fhiryg^, 
the maritime cpuntries of thp ?,amp)iylians, l^r 
ciang, and Cariaus, and the Greeiap tolonie&^f 
Ionia, which eqalled in arts, though not in arms, 
the glory of their parent. The kingdoms of 
Bithynia and Kontw possessed the pgnberi} $i4e 
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c^tfeej , jtribuj:^ry; _ ^pxinpes, or .^ RjQi)?an , ga^ ri.50iis. 
3udzs^,;^im Tartary, Circ'^i^^pd P^^ 
^i^ .^^e .^C: -pjodern appeUatipo^^^^^ f^^jsi^e. 

y.IJo4^ ^f JWr^^«>? of Ale^^d55,^Syri^\T\^as sp 

p^:,4f$i^,i ti)|,jj^;45UQce^ reypl|,,of.,thci Par- *^- 
lt^:fiC9^ped ihelr-dQiniiupQSr J?e^^ 
fjM?aWf(|^pdf*;^bft J^^iJlexraJie^a^^ Syria 

M^gp^tsj^yec^^^^ i,t; fp^?n^(| the 

Pi$Uffl^{fvf^p^;l(f^f t]\€^f,4v^^\x]^'f npr dj^d that 
j^t>:vifl§e, ia^its^ijtm know any other 

Jljflij3p4?v$|^aB 4rhe mpyn^ins of Cappadocia to the 
•fKM^/ B9Art9:$ards the,'$05t^,^.j:he, confines, of 
•©g^pt, tod tlbe.JljBd.S<??b^^ :. P^ ^^"-d Paleg- 

titoo,wer4;.«ipiejtim^s..^ and ^Rinc;tiinqs 

.slf^f^Wd'ff^^iS^fi^tlie j^rif^^ pf Syria,. The 

JptcqgraOf ^hcgf^^waa^^ ^par;i:o^^^ and ropky qo^st ; 
tlifeiJtol^'/yya^;^^.:ter^^ to 

^* See t^e Periplivs of Arriari, He examiiiea tne coasw of th^ 
1-1 
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If, diislia'fiiid BiUstilxfe bbH ftar mnttr liyeL' irfL'tbei >ifes^ 

^^^S»^H^dliKii)^eK)firtiiisl^^ will Bs 

o£xisxspi) ttas nfcefaraoB JktiBft ^j&Hn it^- (oni, ^ wd 

t'itlj^«4Xi#ita |die,i>ftenfijn; Aisasid^.iddsvdt: aiikt 

- iilsstiiriatetidro vnoiLMod^i }w9^T(isiimi idosg ' tfa$ 

I^doulJ^al^ C3aMiibof/Syna^i&on3,llie £]ipin^ to 

\)ifiD Atd'Bsi^ /Pbq ruraBjde3:BEig^ U& of the iUabs^ 

: 2«ra& msepaisfblj^pipqmected.; with ; theiis ; inidepen- 

dence ; and wherever, <h& some spo^iess bacriea 

i :^t^ ihdaisKl, they ^raitured to fsirm)aBy t^ttl^d 

Pgypt. ii.tbi.'afegBt^pft]BirfxeE& of! antiquity haiv^lfeejjt^iitly 
Eiiesitafced^t0ij«th&t.porti0n of the globe ^^eyr ^houldi 
-qse^cvibe ^gtyptfi^ £y its sitimtion.thil^fq|lp^ia):ed 
: :laii^«^)aii(^ mdsm the diiMieiige^peiiin^ 
ciJtPolartcifi^L&icaf but it;b Mpes^ible Mlf J9n[:the 
X^ide) bf 'Jft^ia, mbo^ mvohnivmi iti /^Itrio^:. <rf;Qry 
-r:^riod)o£iiist0r)r^ E^^pt haajfeiuanbly -^bejrsd, , A 
ti Bj(^ttf^&ctTw^s3edte4 QA the $p||$ndid thi:^e 

. ] <; *i JTit FKIgr^ JOf JP«ligi9|i is wdj. kno'^Kiif .The toe df tetteis 
was introduced among the savages of Europe abput fifteen Mn- 

^^iay3Kydt)-9?%ef6^ Chrfei; !.»*<? the J Bd-dpeansiSRi^ theiii ti? 

^F^mri-icsssibpiitliiftf pMe^ries ,aftef tbe^ jO^.pisjtian stra. . But in 
ar periqcJ of thref thousand year^, thePlideniciaitl aljihdbfrt re- 

^^beiv^^^o^^'i^blt^ attet^»U>kir '^ ^^ p^^Saaii tiieou^. t)ie hi^d^ 

^ PtoleCMhand Strabo, with the modern geograpiierS, fix the 
^-'' JitiWwis^-feuey W the *bm#Kfery of A^^add Afeica. .v DWny- 
.ri:»i^Me>ic^^,<^l?uSf. mmua,, and Splini]^, .l?aveprf|rr^a 
for th*t purpose the. .western branch of the Tiire, or even the 
'^SgS^il* €ataW^hi?l^oiide9aent^!«rhiclu Inat m^wlcl?^? Jgad^ Asia, 
vg-yj^ot only Egypt, but part of Libya. 
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the MftditeffteiGAD^ &sultittrfk8,sidii nJMfttr^i^iht 

femem of itSUsfit/rll^r. Iihtf)ltt^^ dF:4tftJiillllMia«. 

uloiig the ^.«oiii*^ %aK £itt'i\i Qe^idb::fibkdli(f^ 

in ttt^discWref Bd»;Av . f .u .n A&iea. 

• FMmGynehe t6the(ie6ait,;^,iaM9b(tf Afdoi 
I extends ^bore ffl^n hundi^ imilM^ :^ttte 
closely i& it presstd baween tbul^M^Mn&fiiluii 
dnd the :3;aMia, ot $3fidyilesert;;4l^itt4^^ . -^ 

' The edstem divi^bn w^ t^mid6re^;l^tj|fite:JU^ 
-mam i^^th^ mote peetilitr dfid i^ktiipa^*)^ 
' idf ^Aftida. 'Till the arrival bf thd JP&tt0lefe» 
^Monies, lliat fenile cotmtty Waii itillft%itdi^iby . 

-'"' the Libyans, tM ittwt savag* efimidlflft4/)r ]fiipB«w 
"der the immediate jt:rrisdi^tiDn:.«f ji^i^ftgi^ k 
became the center xtf cbmmerce atid empire ; 
but the republic of Carthage is now degei^ittWd 
Uiiq flhie feeble &M di^otderly states <* Tripoli 
and T^nisi. >. Themilitary.governn^int of Algiers 

. oppresi^ts the/wide extent of Numidia, as ii^ was 
oilc<f ^^ited uader IVbsf inissa and Ii^ but 

in the time of Augustus^ the 'Kttlits-»f NtrftlMik 
were contracted ; and, fA hmu, Vm -Wr^^irf the 
.country acquiesced in the name of Mauritania, 

. with thte. epithet of Cagsari^iisi^.' . 3?^^^ 

> hfeiauritania, .pr country' 9f,t'he M!4fors(,^'''which, 

fromvtbe 4ittdem city of iTingi^ '^!. ,^aagier, 

.,.!.! ■■: P., u.,.ur::.^ ■ ^- was 



Digitized by 



Google 



4«f TIttI]MBLIiaMMDa||[|X4o 

•n»W»ioWieif»rfss.cQ9|prEhei^^ j*jt%' the", ilp-^ 

' ii«ia,|»(«iiipq,,n-1^WBSjfim,p^ of Africa are! 

Ju«ftrt?PteAiJ>BfiyieEil>^9iw^ Atlas,, s^ 

*«fe-^»^pfelMD(P0Tjrn^iffi^5?^ , pver xhj^ iipmense 
9B8*terf^cMf B ^t5i?<?c^ , tlje. ^ncient and the 

«IW 9fiWJ0e^^i^i/!T .:, -. ■ '; ; . . . ,. 
xht MMl> Having now finshed the circuit of t^e l^omaii, 

Wao^!^^,^^ x^jnobsenre tha^^ Africa is divided 

[j;*^- feWo^PJ'JIiit'y; a B§P»^ ^^'^^'^ of. a1>9^t ?;welve 

.siBv aai}es, through ^luch.the Atlantic flo^s into the 

UllediterraiiefU). The.columris of Herciiles, sp 

^QH^3iPo^ the, ^cientSp^ere twp mountains 

>:i '■/-■(-•" :!■• 6-.:. .:.-.., , ;• ^,,,,,,' .; 

fltmnt. Atlas (see Sb<(w's TraV.e]«, p. S.) are Vefyunnki^ a sbK- 
£»/Vhonnft& yAudk reah^ i# lieafd tifti tbedouds, iai set$u 
tti^jgfNwt die.haaveAs. , The^Ma^j^ Tf }i«n|^ on t^e c^MtKy, 




: t30.f! > 



. t H. de Voltaire, torn. xiv. p. 397. unsupported by either feet 
«r pco^b^tity, has ee»0fi\is3y b^}!fWid the jCMary Islamls.on 
the Boman empire. : - • ! , ' , 
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the Eiti^^h i^oififiiaft, ^ «9rti«H^%f G&Mio^"^^*^^^ 
9Snt^t^ed'Widta&%I» RddjaiPdMMUllDilcnBQ&thiq 

tffll^orfe the Tafe.'tliaft to de8<s5b^-^:in^ud^ 

assuAie ar'^regal: -taQeflioifi'' Sii&niit^ilolftoiiyn 
P^e^, 'or.Ckndia, with C^^j'^^4nbrt^i«w 
analiei- ii^ai^ of Greece ana' -3^ 
subdl^ed by the Turkish atBo!^ r%My %^4i«Hi^ 
rock of Maltadefies then- ymd^ siii^hsi^tlfj^ 
under the government of its militkr^^th^ Wm 
i^me and opulence. ^ - ^ "x: y^.r- ?;a;vcH .j^^j^f ^^^ 

' This fong enumeration of plttHifacS, <5^M»i» G«BHff^t 
broken fragments have formed 1J6' fcahyjpo#fifS JSj® 
fill kingdoms, mighi-almdsf 'ind^cg W«i^foi^V§ i*«« 
the. yanity or ignorance of the ancients'.' - Baz-i 
zied with the extensive sway, ^e frteSttJbki 
strength, and the real or affected moderation of 
the emperors, they permitted themselves to de- 
spite, aftd SQiiseiimcsto-fot^ef, -^e e«4yin^«0im- 
tries whidi had fyxn 4eft id itke: eji^j^^^:^^ 
a .Ib^b^rou?, independence j a^^fd tl^'^i^^aUy 
t%ir^ the licence of confound^g (^t^Jl^cwqi^ 
monarchy with tfee glplie pf ttie,^fj *i'/j. ^^^^ 

temper, . 

•,';,' '■■■■■■ • ■•■ ■ ■■■>•■■■'' .i>:^1io7 :*bM i 

* BergWr, Ifiit. iM'ataoArOiiMbtSfi.iWk <il'9(icl«jo»j «* 
» very useful collection. niqra-j inauii ^rt' 
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m'Mm^'kM'fALL 



d H A Pi ttfnpcr, as Mrell as knbwlcdge, <jf a ittodem his- 
I- wriaii, Inquire a,mo« sober and aecurate lan^ 
gi^g^- He mayilmpfegi 4^ji8t6t image of the 
neatness of Rome, hy observing that the ^rnpit^ 

the inilkoE'AlftOttitiUtr ail«l^ HOtthiSi^lifritts df 
Ty^ttifL, to mount Atlas tod the tropic of Gatttet^ 
iSUk it? ^ittfeiflWB^ m * Kiiifth^ ' ^ftioit! thaft' thrs 
tho«S«»'inJte$ ^Mih 1*e IVfe^ern t)tff*h la tlfe 
Ey^l^rMSS; tftM Was situated ift the'ffi»bst pik tk 
#«1%ifi^fcr&tfe Zottfc, bcftween thfe t^effly^fotttth 
fttd-fiftJ^^^fi^Ah decrees of northern latitude ; ani 
thfctitt 1#W'^j>pos€id io cotlt&in abovt siiteeft 
Mh(&^ ^oastfiid sqtiate ftiileft, Tor the i^st 
Mhirf*ft»r*i^welltul«vattd!laid'*. , 

t.^^> ir:i; L.. ' ^ ••- ■ "-^ .. ' ' 

"'' ^ Bee tempieinatfs Sdfv^fty «f the tCflobfe : Wl i diSttUSt botiOt 
ii|r|»orarft liaMlie ted 1^ Bil^ 

• . , > • •• ■ • - ' . • • :*','■ 



'• • V». r J ; 



» .i-r^C tlliS tCYZ ^VX ,! .Mwi-i ? -i: -i: /• - . - ^ : * •, >. ' -'- ' ' J'- '" 
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:>.t(> ;B JSL^->R^i^^'^ ^^^^ 



y. 



V»*.rM«^J 



ti^ 



I 'tis nc$,alo)^e jby the rapidity, pr cxtextt ^f cm^ chap. 
qu,e$t, tha^ we should estimate the grot^fi^ss of ii. ' 
Ro][^, 1^ of the Rttssiap: deserts ^^TT^ 

CQmmand? a larger portion of the glob^* Jm tibe ^P^^ 
seventh summer after hi& passage ef the J|eUe- "*"^" 
spont, Alexaiidcr erected the Macedonig^^tpophiei^ 
qn the banks of the Hjphasis^. ...TS^i^a ies$ 
t^an ^ centuxy^ the iniesistible Zjn,g^y:a^ 
Mogul prinqes of his race, spread their eruel 
devastations and transient empire, from the aea 
iif^hiria, to the confines of Ilgypt aod 0eri9}M^)rf; 
But the firm edifice of Roman power was raised 
and preserved by the wisdom of ages. The ebe^ 
dient provinces of Trajan and the Antonines 
were iinited by laws, and adorned by arts. They 
might occasionally suffer from the partial abtise 
of delegated authority; but the general prificiple 
of government was wise, simple, and beneficem. 
They enjoyed the religion of their ancestors, 
whikt in civil honours and advantages they were 
exalted, by just d«giree$» tQ an equdlil;y with their 
conquerors, 

J. The 

* They wf re erected •sbout the midway between Lsihor a»^ 
PeUii* The conquests of Alexander in J^ndpstan vrere confined 
ta th^ Punjah, a country watered by the five great a^treams ofth^ 
Indus. 

t See M. de Guignes^ Histoires des llttn5; 1. xv^ xvi, and :l\U. ' 
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toieiatiffi. ^j^jtip^g I!bfeiXJtfkw%cP>§^;of 1^ Whiqji 

ipreV^ikdt ^^ jftofii^i^^^iQ^ld, were adl 99n2^der- 
^^ife}Atluf ] pbtipiit i^negw% Ow ; by t^e. philo- 

^ eqii^ t&f\d[<i tAnd^ villus to{Qr£|^li7prp<^u^i;4 
4i6t : OTily mutualriiululgcncc, but. eycu^r religji|0)i# 
^conconL- :u\. '/.>. ^•' ;, -^ , r . . ^ .., i^^ . - ,,; „j 
^^ 3x:TheflMpe»titi(« of die peojile wa^cngt tcipj^ 
^tiK^^ib;; »6i)r) /nimture of the^kigiusial. i^q^w; 

4»i^r;0^§teaft. iT-.Th^ ..devQpt, pdytheist, .though 
ibififlliruattach^; to ius n^onal nt^ fdmitt^ 
JBRitfa implidit J&ilh the difencent r^li^o;^ ,Qf^ ^ 
akth^:\¥xQXf^^tyjd^,^nd cttnpsit}i;,.a4t^39fjf} 
car cenrr Hotnoa^ a singiil^? dispfid^i or. ^. .^t9i\t 
jcnmii0f^.v^pft]:f efupU)^ .^di^ppsedL him to^ Qxultipj^ 
tiie 9i!tok^ ^}m heli^^i^hd to enlarge t^^J^f 
of his pi0t^ct9m- jr,5)he. tl^n tqxjtuiy ^ the ^^r 
gaa piythotogy. was^'iMerwQyem \^^th various,, ^ 
not TdU^rd^ni: ^ii^gtea^ials. ;As . sooct as it w^ 
^owed,jJtot;5?gjS::?^d,heroe%.)^ had-live4, ^t, 



i ; Jt i ;.«. 



jr ' '.Vi^ 



' ^^'ttfertf 18? n^' knjr vrntei- whd tfescHbesf in'so^ lively «» mtffitfHI 
"Ir Home^lfiahiral 'History br^Mv. 



ineiitary^ may be found iii Mr Itome^l IS ahiral History t 
|^i'«id the best contrast in Bossuet's Universal History. 
Some obsGctre traces of an intolerant spirit ap^ar inthe conduct 
Oftber 






Digitized by 



Google 



.noiJbi?v 



who ^hiti^ ^BM m^agf^^)^^ dPfte^ii£Sadiry, ^ayif, 

yiki^'emk^m aiam^ i^ma^mi iiAmnatHtf, n. 

me^^S^ptmia^i^ sp^k&ttM l^isBbritis tprtiiR 
*«i8fi8feri|3'^riittfc ^Jtf-thfclNiUw ..-SEhe; ivasibhs 
powers of nature, the planets and the elamems, 

iSft^Vm gte^ttSfiks^df ihe 3fiid»at(^(«3)l v^^^m. 

tog%/J2^E^qnilue, fen^i^aren 4imr^(fiA^ 
^WmviS^Tfe^ti^etim.iyh\ etei^xiairtJanvliipni. 
T^i^^^tl^^n', #h6se M»i6tud!i,.'tti<'<|lRi motf 
ffi§^ fia^^difa'icfetihtries, > m6t^ , Mnaforn*3rljd» 
fl^rBijtettniothi^efiaiiicter 1^ peenKarmmt^ 

i!^.-^fiS lepufeli^' (flPpSs- ofi'itteh:-^p|»5ii©£tBmf; 
t»tts^^d;;3tttiiBst»ie^iiiirea,;'lri eiict$> sy^t«ni^ the 
i^^d^raetiltgH^MS^bf 'a su^n^e °Mi^i6t^,'r«irhti^ 
^ the'prt>j6;i*ss of-lcHOWledgie and flaitety, w^ 
j^duiUf invested with the' stublime pe»fei6tioitt 
of an \£ttmaV-Fiirenlvaad' anf CJtemip^eiiirt Mo- 
tjiatch*. Such was the mild spirit of antiquity,, 
that the nations were less attentive to the differ- 

Iliad; in the Greek «ifi*»l. • i«mhi5y^F?4MJ?ffi^ 
perceiving it, bas improved the theology of TTomer, ' "t^'' "»" 



Digitized by 



Google 



4]^ tAU. 

^ ^jb^ p«¥$W^ th«PMelve», tkftt under Tarioii& 
^'''^^^'^ QMiei^ wd ivi^h Vtrigw ««»onfcx, they adored 
(^ «aifte deitiQ$^ Th^ ofegaiit toythology of 
Sbvuer g!»ve a betutiful, and itlmast a reg^^^ar 
ivm, to the Fcdythoi^ of the aneieafc ivorld^. 
ctfp^ao- 1^ philosopbon of Qtotot deduced tlijedr mo- 
nil from ih^ nature of man^ latber than from 
tinat of God* They mrfitetod^ howrer,. on die 
Oiviae Nature, a$ a v«iy curieiua and uRpartant 
speculation ; aad in tte prdbuM hwruiry, they 
*$played the straigthi and weakneaa of the feu- 
xma \indci$Jbandingt« QTthe &ur most ccks 
hrnted schools, the Stoics 9asA die Ffattmtyts en-p 
deavQuared to iwoixcik the janrmg intewats of . 
imson mi piety. They haY€ feft ui the »Q5^V 
s^faikne prcN>f$ dE the wist^aECf and perfeQtioitiisi (^ 
the fiktt came ; hut a$^ ims usotpossihl^ icyn theiH 
la conisdvetl^cfefttbnef maij^er, thQ work^^ 
in theataie*phUhaDp]^^ff«nots^j^ distinK 

goishfed dt)ib' i^^irark ; whibt on the o»3trafy^ 
the spitkoal Ckid of Bate and hia ditciplet^ ms 
semhifd 9B idat^ ratitoe ^hcot a suheitanee. Tb$ 
opiiiitNtt 0f dttt iucademici ii»() £|ttewean9 vvafe 
of a lesB^ fehgiQUs. easfr; hufe wh»l3t tbe in&de«tt 
science df the fomer iind^ieed them todouht, the 
i ' : positivQ 

* Sieclbr iW^^9fiJ^ dx^^ 4*3* Q^ vi. IT. Within a 
century or two the (SaiUs themselves appHed to their gods the 
aam^i ttf iMercuty^ M^txs^ A|iollo^ &c. 

t The admirabk' work of Cic^o de Natura D^orum, Is the 
(ett dtM "ivt have to g;^ide us throug^h the dark and pelound 
fbjris^ Se r^fsecitt tyitb candour^ and coufut^s wHh tnktety. 
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Horance 0:^ the latter ^lirged theip jtp deny, the c u af^ 
providence .of a iSupreme Kuler,^ ' "t^^e spirit of .i^Julm^ 
inquiry y prompted by emiiktioh,ancf supported ^-"^^^"'^ 
by freedom, had. divided jJlepyblic teachers qit 
philosophy, into a variety of cc^ni^nding^ sects ^ 
but the ingenuous youth, who, ixova every part* 
resorted to Athipns, and,tl^e other se^ts. of leari)- 
ing in the Roman empire., ,w<ere ^Uk^ im^ucte^ 
in every school tp reject aud djespise the;' religion: 
of the multitude. . How, indeed, was it, possihJfii 
that a philosopher should accept^ a$; divine truths^ ^^^ 

the idle, tales of the pQets,.and tb(5 inco^ejren^ 
tr^ditipps Ovf antiquity ; . or, . that he .>li9l4i<| ft4^^S< 
as gods, tl^pse imperfect beio^p. wl^^ beL^iju 
l^^ve: despised 91s men 1 Against sjK:hf ^wwwj^yt 
adv^ysane^i .Gicevo gond^^ceode^ W,ewpipj,^^feft 
^gm^oixe^son ajid elQquenpe;':but,t^,s^tii|e.,<^^ 
Imkfii lyaij, a inucto more, /^d^qvafiip, ^ jf^ ^ 
iwa3e.,Bffic*w;iQu<s,weftfipu» ^ W«,.ui:^y.^bq,,lf41\^?n 
s^ured, that. a. writ^tcpnygr^^Hvl^itjithe^vWi^ldL^ 
would jaevfiar> h9.ve:/sffimur^ Itpi^pcpg^tiieigodil 
off his coooiry to public xidicule, had tJiey not. 
already been tlie .objept? pf ^lecrfct • c&nt^m^U 
among the polished atnd enlightened order* o£ 
SCitiety^i .••. - .. '. . • : . ..■.' . ,'.-:• ' - ..../.- 
. Notwithstanding the fashionable irreligion 
which prevailed in the age of the Antonines, 
I^Qth tfie ii^ferests of the priests - and thfe^tredtilily; 
of the people were sufEcientlyjfespec|ed*/4[u theii 
writings and conversation, the philosophers of 

\*^''* '»•• '. ...,v.'. . ..'-••.^'^ 1.* ► -!i •••^ilCil 'jil 8i Viif 

* I do not pretend to assert, t!i:rt; -ht'-fhiiiiM^i'^otitftlg^^^ 
natural terrors of superstition, dveams, omens, apparition:*, ^c. 
liad iost their efficacy. 
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dife^J'^I#d4cHeaii^^^H^ the same 'inUa»d ^m 

^, ^^^^^'tlMe'^t^^v-^^- '' '^ ' ' -- •-^- ^^^ 

Df the ' ^'It is'i^ 'e^^'ti^tbilireiVe from #h^t MSfiv^k^^ 
n»gi.tiatc. ^^Vit*'<^''^efepbutW introfjuc^ its^elf Ihttf 

^e actuated by a blind, thiiugh honest M^btfy^' 
since t^e magistrates Were themselves jjhifo^Or 
phers.; ^nd the schools of Attens had gjveii laws? 
to the senate, Trtiey'coMd not be in;ij6elled ;^^ 
arnbitipn or ayarice,^as the temporal and ^ccfe- 

siWi^l powers ivfere'ii^^ m tTie'same handsl 

•-?n;i^riP.U*'--^'^ •'-^-^•-i .'"?'*-■-:'' -^^ ;:)i; J^-T^,-'■-i!^•it-d^ 
Xl>e pontiiis' were chosen .^^mong the most illusr 

trious of the senators; and the office of Supreme 

i|p»tiflf 




cat( 

and esiemplary. Diogen* Laert. x* 10. 
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^m.,Hi&^Mi^t inn^&iifirA^^^ the 

criiiis/ofi(p6fpaty^iiS %iost:^6orii}ig6paxaiishfid by 

the climate, and to its inhabitants^ lAPfff^ ?P^ in the fw 




%^'&iK;i^^ ^fe^v^??^7"^S experienced 

the Inamgence, an<i even nroti^ctioii, of the Ro- 




versaLtoieration.^ Un^er me specious pretext of 
aboLshinff human sacnnces, the emperors Tibe- 

ll#}9(^]^bius» 1. vi. c, 53, 54. Juvenal, Sat, xxxi. laments that 
in his time this apprehension had lost oiuch of its effect. 

I the 
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52 THE.DECLINE AND FALL 

».■; • /'jri-i- >.;i.U] fiJili O'j.^r.jj/'-'- i\.' - ■■ ' > ' ' 

? H AP. Tius.at«|&l»adi«jfyu^ffcs3e^theaangeiteus power 
"•'-' 4fthe 'Dwrids^^i^^k^^lileltirieWi themselves, t^^^ 

*''''*^'"^ godar. abdl iJk^ ifii*ia^i( ^biiitbd 4n peacefiol obscui- 
rtty titt tii« firiatt^fe6t*iuett«ii iof Pagspism f- 

At Rome. \ BbBi^Vthd cjeji4^1>^<JfJa gi'eait ihdHarchy, was 
htiCt^mSLy filkd:\i^itJpfetebj6cts and sttaitgers from 
ei^iy 'pfartT'^bf tfeei'W^ who all . introduced 

and enjdy^ the fevouiite superstitioiKs of their 
native ' coianfir)n§. Every city in the empire was 
justified in^Jttiaintaining the purity of its ancient 
ceremonies ; and, the Roman senate using the 
coihtnon ^vikigfe, sometimes interposed to check 
ihife' inundation of foreigri rites. The Egyptian 
supersjtitiQn(LX)f all the most contemptible and 
afejact^.iwas frequently prohibited; the; temples 
of' Scrapis/ and Isis demolished, and /their wor- 
ahippeafs' -banished from Rome and Italy j[. But 
the x«al 'of fanaticism prevailed . over the cold 
and fecfblq eflbrts of policy. The exiles returned, 
-the ^ proselytes multiplied, the temples were re- 
stored with -increasing splendor, and Isis and 

Serapis 

* Sueton. in Claud— Plin. Hist. Nat. xxx. 1. 

t Pelloutier Histoire dps Ctltes, torn. \\, p. 230 — 252, 

% Seneca Consolat. ad Ht'lviam, p. 74- Edit. Lips. 

§ Dion3^stiis Uulicain. Antiquitat. Roman. 1. ii. 
II In the ytar of Rome 101, the temple of Isis and Serapis was 
demolished by the order of tho Senate (Dion Cassius, 1. xl. p. 
252.), and even by the hands of the consul (Valerius Maxinnis 
1. 3.). After the death'6f Caesar, it was restored ar the public 
expence (Dion. J. xlvii. p. 501.) When Augustus was in Kj^'yptj 
he irevered the majesty of Serapis (Dion, 1. li. p, €47.) ; but in the 
Ppm^criixin of Itojne,and ?i n^ile round it, lie prohibited the ^!l•or- 
ship of the Egyptian ^ds (Dion, I. liii. p. 679. 1. liv. p. 736.) 
The^' wanjAined, however, verv fashionable under his reign (Ovid. 
lie.Arti.ilnvrod; hi*5 imd'tli* of his successor, till the justice of 
Tiberius was provoked to some acts of severity. (S^e Tacit^ 
Ann^l, ii, 85. Joseph. Antkjtuit, 1. xviii. c. 3.) 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 53 

berapis at length assumed their place among the c H a p. 

In the pai:<55t.^gqsiftfi<ytigi^|l«OC!^ ^ • 

and MsQ{^9^m$^ :hft^ ibfteajiiwdfiedib^ sQ^mn ^mt- 
bassiesf ; t w4i U w^tSi.cj^t^roftfa^) teiitj^»plt>!the .. 
pTotectQiTs; of besieged .<<^Q«^; bjTrJhft p^TO^e ..cf 
more distinguished hpnOws/tfe?© jtiieynppw^sei ' 
in their mhvy^ countcy :|:^. rRom*/ gr^ui^lly be- 
came .th© CQOimon temple/ of her s^lpjjects.; and 
the freedom of the city w^^ bestOiWed:.o©, ^11 the 
gods of mankind §• . ,. , , , 

11. The narrow policy of presemeg^i. without Freedom 
any,foreign mixture, the pure blQ^jQf;/tbe aQfii- ''^^'^*^ 
ent citizens, had checked: the foTtui>e^ »and Jj^st- 
ened: the ruin o£ Athens and Spp^rta. ^. The aspir- 
ing genius of Rome sacrificed vanity ^o : Mnbi- 
tiOn, and deemed it more prudent ^ . a&.wdl^^s hio- 
' nourable, to adopt virtue and merit for \hsx own 
^wheresoever^ they were foupd, . ambng . slaves . or 
stt^ngersj enemies or barbatians |j. Duriijg jlibe 
most floui^ishing aera pf the .Athenian.' coriamoft- 
wealth, the number of citizens gradually de- 
creased from about thirty ^ to twenty-one thou- 

E 3 ; sand. 

* TertuUiaii iil Apologetic, c. 6, p. 74. Edit* Uscrercimp, I 
&m inclined to attribute their establisbpaent:to tk€'devoti<i«l of th^ 

Flavian Family. - . . ^ 

t See Livy, l.'xi;-and XXIX. ' ,.'. ' ! ,. . . ;•:. 

t Macrob. Saturnalb, l.xli. o. 9i Ha gi^^es.ug arfdi-m.cxi' efo- 
cation. • • ■ " , . . ;.•■»: /.' 

■ § Minutius Fseilx.in Octavio, p. 54.; Amobinss, lnjrii-.ptVlD,- ^ 

' ft Tacit. Annali xi. :24» The Orbis Ro1aQfaJao^oi?tholea^IItadSpan- 
. heim is a complete? history of the pnogressivf^^TJifcidti ofLa- 
thUini, ittrly, and tht* jirovincis, to the freed ori^Jpf Home. •.. i 

1 Herodotus, V. 07. ItsJiouid seem, howeiicnr^ithiU hefDl- 
lO'v/ed u' lirn^f* j^.ixri p')pui'ar,ciiiii>n.it(jicni -•;/•' • ..-cf v,,.;,- ,,,, ■ ,,., ;^ 
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54 .3»»l4P<?fe»ii)/|J®lfAW. 

CHAP, uaiilfm ^ iinj4»>^<^('!ii^^^^^^'^®^'<»>^ 

^''^"'^ wfeMSthaiBiitdifaBp ttatTiHiceasBmt)jaemdn&) o^-lmata 

sasqDfflbe^ite ATaiiHBpihdmm^f tei-np nobrb' than 
«%h't5>-t}fi«tjcfidibusai{d^[weteli]nakipiied% befon; 
tb9t«»aqa«iKeiiasltndftJ&h«f?istKial vxu, .iv(«ilK> 
imnii9^r^d{rfoiae jnbi(bgdadiikd!^9iKt7l^tlJurer t)io«i 

ed 4fl:g^ft|i3h»efftf1sbiwfts>'^a pH-tilegevItiie 
sehdi:e'4na^dl^r«fe^d ^e chaifcoe> ofiarms Jtolaa 
ignoffflffibdS^dfleeSS^. Tfte'SattinS|a»°«id'the 

ne^iiftSf ^Kg^if^aF'lWe - itaKah Srtat«sf/-«Jfnfh«y 
sut'cSli'i^ly^^ftifagd ^o-tTiert duty, •'^rferiP adMtu 

Tw1i^ie^flfetkSlS^a:'md^i?t'^rv^^r*i^lMtliM^«{f^^ 

wljLen the popular dssemblfies had bfeen saippi'eskeid* 
by thejadiiiinistratiori'of^^ empetorsi the. ,i^rf-'* 
^^e3rQr^ .wete di^^^ from the yanquishfed' 

nations, only' asHhe first and most honourable 
order of subjects ; anH tlieir increase, however 
rapid, was no longer exposed to the same dangers. 

■ • '.h, ^iO'.h'j "^^no vd ?;{.-;.'; oj ,v{J. I'^ ■.■;/>/. in:,j •'•;;' o>iTYet 

Meursius deJFofltuna Attica, c. 4. 

tram iti MC^eJM^rt'^flilMbli^^^ ^ 



i<3, 
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el^etJi^g^s^^Bc^isdnpadi^ ^ ma&iim chap. 
of Jlug^Sras^ignanled/wi^ildfaqastr^^ ii. 

grelsive^ ^isf ti3ndcddt07a]l, jbhf ^ixlteb^tlf ^pfii^ 
QiCDpidre, ,aB. iniportamfidi^ncittmiD%8$ 
heti*cett) Italy r^aed^) :the bprbiiintef jy' oi 
v^sbeitQomeditbei Qeattfe/^f ufeili§M©itjia8P4thj9 

bifctht <^>?it /l^it, the ifssideti^, •^^.illleiWSP^osra 
aaid)tthi5i7$emit^'t* ri.Thfe i^§^s^% i^fh^lgaJt^JiSLfis 

ifWftidpaLiSfiijgorstip^l, i?)pi^4^^(5if{}l^?j j)er§^^ 
iQftM: c^il*>e ,9api;4* W^^ .WP^ii^Mfej#. 

Afefetft:t^je?cjJi?ni^jr/of g^l^Ra^j^l^Sfefi^^^X^!. 

i^gisih|^j{^^\esi^ed^^ ^a^op^ united . 

lljf l^^U^e^ manners, ^d civil institutloi^^ and 
eq^uai to^ii^^ wdght^ of ?l powerftil empire / The 
tepviblic elorie^ in her^generous poTicy, and was 

fri^queiltly rewarded by the merit and services bf 

- -g .^ -. .... .-^t^^: 

^'l^^Iaecenas had advised him to declare by one edict, all his 
subjects, citizens. But we may justly suspect that the histo- 
rian pionjvvas the author of a counsel, so much adapttjd to the 
pifa«*kfebf hJ^'c^n ageyimd so lit%te tothatof tAr«g«sttt3<; 

'±Xh^Mrmfm.yf^fn 9k^^ ia hlri4'o4l|eCtJflfJ^,^^^ 
landed pipp^rj;^ i|i Itsly?-c #e$ PliR-ci^'7*^3^^^^ qfi^ifl- 

c^tioji^ *ad j^^^d by jya^uj to pfie-^f^hw.,$J;Mc^tl^j 
of Trajan, Italy had sunk nearer to the level brine pirovihCts* 
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i4 Tm£n«SLmmiii^i¥M.h'> 

• Hi diistrntoog mf jRmiiarB Ite aJu^' faitcienf %milies 
iMMm»^ WJtJw^bfl'iwaHqaf tHerfcity^^Hiiat immortal name 
would, ha,Y©ffecah depiived^^f iome of • its noblest 
qfn^Piqnl^^niiyipgil'iiwte la-natiTc of Mantua; 
Horaeei'WftAlijicJiacd tddoribt whether he should' 
call h^iBs§l{,94qi iA.pjtiKaa.ar a Lncanian: it was in 
Padvia thgut~ap]Jii&toxian was found worthy to re- 
cord t;hp,m.ajertic series bf Romari victories. The 
patriot famijy of, the Catos emeifged ftom Tus- 
CjUlum^ and the little town of Arpiniiih^ckinned 
tbjC double honour of producing Marins and Ci- 
c^rpt, .the former of whom deserved, after Ro- 
mulu^^^n^ Caipillus, to be styled the Third 
Fqun^^i^ of Rome, and the latter, after saving 
his counjtry from the designs of Catiline- enabled- 
her to^ (f ontend .with Athens, for the palm of elo^- = 
qiience *, / , 

villcer^^ .* J^f provinces of the , empire, (as they have 
b'^en 'described in the preceding chapter) were, 
destitute of any public force, or.Gonstitutional 
; ' •freedom. ' 'in ttrutia, in Greece f , and in Gaul J, 
' ,r, it was the first care of the senate to dissolve those 
dangerous confederacies, which' taught mankind, 
that as the Roman arts prevailed by <iivision ' 

,., .. ,^.. ,. , . • ^^^y 

^r/Ube fiftt ^att'tif the Verona Illustrata of the Marquis Maffef, 
gives the clearest and most comprehensive vi<iw of the state of 
lta9y livtdh' the Cxsars. ■ , ," 

t if§fj;RauAfinilafs,' 1: vHl The llomans condescended to restore 
,^^^^}}}t|, of those assemblies, when they could no longer be 

i T\iey are frequently mentioiiedby Caesar. The Abbe DiiboS 
attempts, with very little Success, to prove that the assembfies 
oi e^pl \«erBfcoffftiftiied''«nder the emperors. Histoirede TEta^ 

blis.^*»ftgritid©(ia,«Wixarc!ifeTra'ncoise, hi. c4. • v 

vrftui na;(J vioaj ^J - --- - * ., . . 
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they.Ktt^,b0fe«J{ei(t^Ittifon.8n¥8W)«(ja&flce9>; e ha p.- 
wfopm^the.Qfiit'Qnta^n .of gnttiftufle'^ar geism^f' u. 
pearroitteddSM? ai wMle to-helft-ltn ptbc«rfoits'"8^^ i>>r<<i> 
tare, wcmdisimsaeiii ifificliBvi%ab t^aAionf/ifk^iy&m 
as ttmy 4iad . petfwrmed ;rfieiri r^^inted ' «ask-^^f 
feshkming .to> th&- jrdheltbft l«rao4«^h6*'i«ftJd«i.' 
The; free staties! and jncities ii*^ IRadierrilifkcdd 
the oavBsa b^ Rome, -were rewa^dttii 'With fe' noimi-^ 
iml "alliaBoi/ and- insensibly sufik'^Kfr i^al'servi- 
tudd .'Tihe puUic- -authority' was 6VWy^' where 
e^ercisfedfby the ministers of the' seiij^fe atid of 
the) emperors, and that authority; "Was ' absolute, 
and- without controul. Bnt the 'sAlfle salutary 
maxims of government, whith had' seeured thq^^' 
peace/and. obedience of Italy,- ^fef^- eitehded to' 
the most distant conquests. A 'ndtloH of Ko'man's 
was .gradually formed in the' prhvirtte^; ^y the" 
double expedient of introducing colonies, and, of 
adsnitting'the most faithful arid desemrig p'f the 
pfovincialsto the freedom of Rome.' ' 

'' Wheresoever the Roman conquers, he in- co,<^ie. 

habits, IS a very just observation of Seneca * '"^ """"' 
confirmed by history and experience. The' na^ '''^'"" ' 
tives of Italy, allured by pleasure or by interest 
hastened to enjoy the advantages of victory ; and ' 
wt may remark, that about forty years after the 
reduction of Asia, eighty thousand Romans w6re 
massacred in one day, by the cruel orders of 
Mithndates f. These voluntary CKiles wefe en- 

■„ . ■ '' ' gngedt 

9. Sedeca in COnsolat. ad Helviam, c. 6." ". . , ' ' ' 

but should esteem the smaUer^nu^U^.C ^ToS^^'^^ 



•lent. 
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ioM Mnd) (^3|tiniii»p^o«siidly dg4!tkidm)h- their 
6|imlibs»ib^tx& o»tetf^,>'whete'llie3r lidd)hKMicmr4: 

bat ^iitt>re ^oaeukviyi^^ .we^etnpk^ t^ 
most fettile di^Ytcts$4 isind tUe mostrjcott^mtetl 
sftftafioW^i w^fe ftier^cd fbn^thc cJstablf&hltt^ght 6* 
c^nb&s y «feai^:*df which- fiTigfe 4)fi ai^citJlj' ttltli 
otftte^^'dftf^^ttiilftaary nature. I*i th^tridifte^ 
aiid'ihte««S^^^Kdy, tte colofides ^()f ^id^ a: ptoii 
fkt -^^refciitetioR of tfteir grea* parferit :-iatf*>tlwiy': 
>i?fef6irfe6tt ettdefiiled'tb the natives-by thg-^^fes/t^^ 
fiiifildsKip anrd ailiariee, they^ei^cttWliy^tfTus^/ 
a' W\^erence f!br the Tkoman^natfte,^^ritl '^t>%:ti\i%^\ 
wifich Was 's^dbni idtsapptiihted/ of ^^fiarfcg;'^^W 
due tim^, its "liDtroiirs and advaritagfe*.^"rKfe? 
njunicipal cities insensibly equalled thfe' ranffc ahtf ^ 
splendor of the <3oloriies; and in the reign bf 
lladrian, it was disputed which was the prrfdr-' 
abl? condition,' of" those societies which bad ik- 
siiA ^pjjj/p^^ bad been received into 

the bosQint'oi' RqW^, JTijtf^ right xDfLatium^/ 

oB ^^'^^ " ^ 

* .Twi»^ii^fee c(^n^^^ settled in Spain : (se^PHn.fiti^^^*. 
l^ur.-iiiwC 4. ivr ablr) aftcl nine in Britain, of ^yh.jcl^ ^ondpn^ 
Colchester, Lincoln, Clieiter, Gloucester, and Bath, ^till r?r \ 
main consideraWe cities. (See Ricliard of Cirencester, p. .S^> '" 
and WhilAeF?!B;gisf»i^ c^f Manchestex, l/i: ;q, 3*^ 

t Aul. Gell. Noctes Atticce, xvi. 13. The croperpr Hadipan 
ezMtsted his suiprise, that the cities of Utica, Qades^ and Itatica, 
^^ -which 
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(UAiaHBlSDMiaCXllPIRKI j^ 

itr.faaa^bden/giraiitsaii J^aBop^plAttml^psmdrnJntB) A\ 
assiunedlhe/iiqfqalk^ o^iRi9^ ^ne^ 'yibMsm 

of 'tbei^pw)\6ofci^ ^ho^we^oipiainittedo tfcxibfeari 

civil. Bmiddymeirti:^Ui'ift aifeowdf ^h():pej^ri«faflb 

lcflfl*$4iwer©jreward^!witfeia pcc3ej3it{)vdttoa©tvd 
Wdsj <iafitirtUftUyi ^Iminisfe^; % $fep.vip«ff!?S^sl|?®^ 
lfeeraytyi.pf the lenvp^otpl 7 JX^elney^n^iiJiiifaD 

h^ boeni j^ftstQ^^d OB the gfeat^^.»j^|nfeffi9ff^lC; 
s^iflfecs^jjt w^^^tt a€CQmpiJiai^,]^lboY^iyi)5q^ 
^m^m* vJISte.bulk of . jH :pfi9Bte) ?!f^¥«?#^' 

R%?^iSBlsrbf ; Jn t^ interesting {^i^l^s^ .p£^^i^-^ 
4iffi^f :.4??tftnief t^^, and inhcri|;^(ce^^; ,^^d^^^ 

rqjfd^'of fo^^ open ^,|fe^e]Y^o^?,iJ??^Ti 

tf^oj\3v; jW^e s-ecpncjed by. favour QV \ ment.^ 
Ti^^e. gijan^QUs of the Gauls, who Jtiad,^ besiegej 
Ju^|U^^jCis^r in Alesia, commanded legionsi^go?^^ 
vej-ncd pr^yin^^^ were admtted into 't^^ 

nate of Kome' J. ] Their ambif ion, irisiead of ^is'-" 
tiirbin^ tlie tranquility of tT^ie'staii^''^^^^^ IVRiMaie: • 
l/cohiiectfei with it^ safety ati^ greiftrig^F^ ^^^^ 
'" So 

w)\icfaLa1r^y enjoy *^d the rights of Municipia^ should ,s elicit 
the t^e 6fcc^lShies.^^''\\e\r example, ho\Ve Vtir; WchW ft^i^hlLbic^ 
■ ■ - - - - 5^nf«-*i 



Aristkl. in Romac Kucomio, torn* i* iJ.'i?l8;^B'Sll^J 

y Google 
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6o THE DECUNE AND FALL 

CHAP., So sensible wqre the Romans of the influence 

''Y ' of lan^i^ge^ riiannert, tHatitWas 

i;^!^ fhefr m6it te fektcJtid; with the -pro- 

ihe latin grcss *df flieir ^avrfii, ^ififiii^^ofiht Latifi toiigue K 
J^,?^^ The ancienriia^^^ the -SaBine, the 

Etruscan,' arid the Venetian, surik into oblivion; 
but in the provinces, the ekst was less docile 
^han the west, to the voice of its victorious pre- 
ceptbrs. Tliis obvious' difference marked the 
two portions of the eriapire with a distinction of 
colours, Ayhich, though it was in some degree 
^pnqealed during the meridian splendor of pros- 
perity ^ Ij^c^ime gradually more visible, as the 
shades of ,night descended upon the Roman 
world. The western countries were civilized by 
the same hands which subdued them. As' soon 
a^ the barbariaps were reconciled to obedience, 
their minds were opened to any new impressions 
of knowledge and politeness. The language of 
Yirgii and Cicerp, though with some inevitabk 
-paix;ture of corruption, was so universally adop- 
ted in Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, and Panno- 
niaf , that the faint traces of the Punic or Celtic 
idiq^is.were preserved only in the mountains, or 
.ai:9ong the peasants:!:. Educ^tioh and study in- 

sensibfy 

* See PJin. Hist. Natur. iii. 5. Augiistin. de Civitate Dei, 
*^i^', 7;' ' tipsitfi fife proimuciatione Linguae JLatinas, c, 3, . . 
'-'■'^ 'Aprifeiiie and Angiistin wiU answer for Africa ; Strabo for 
Spain 2<iici Gaui ;' Tacitus, jn tlie Jifq of Agricola, for Britain; 
and t^eW^ius Paterotvlus, for Paiifionia. ,1*0 ULeni we.maj' add 
tli^ langnafee of tl^Jn?criptions. , . 

t The Celtic was preserved in the mouhtain'iS of Wales, Corn- 

.♦waU ^cl.^V;nqific2\. Wo may observe that Apuleius reproaches 

►1. > .' r>. v-uiT .m" :' ' . ■ ' 'an 
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-- - I/' J \f(J .11!]; 
OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 6i 

seasil?ly ^spir^c^^,|tj;e n^ti^vppj of those countries c h ap. 
with the se^timi^Qt^ of I^oH^^ns j^ a^^ ^ye ,„^JS^ . 

feshion^), ^s.wcll.:as.,lft,^f,^^(p h/^v Latin jproviri^ Wf>rM 
cials. They sojicit^d, with ijipije grdour, and o\y^ .V 
tained w;th mor^ fecility,^ tlje fri?e}dom and ho- 
nours of. the state; supported the national dig- 
jiity in letters. * and in arms ; and, at length, in 
the pejson of Trajan, produced, an emperor 
whom, th,q Sjcipios would not have disowned for , 
their icouutry man. The situatior> of the Greeks 
was very different from that of the barbarians. 
The former h^id been long since civilised and 
coxrupted-i They had too much taste to relin- 
quish their language, and too much vanity to 
sidopt any foreign institutions. Still .preserving 
^e prejudices^ after, they, had lost the virtues, 
,Qf.th^r ancestors, they affected to despise the 
unpolishe^d manners of the Roman conquerors, 
:wfhil?t th^y were, cdmpielled to respect their svj^ 
peripr wis4pm.,and power -j-. Npr was, the infiu-. 
ehpfi of Greciai) language and sentiments cdniih- 
ed to the narrow limits of that once celebrated 
^country. Their empire by the progress of co- 
lonies and conquest, had been diffused from the 
.JJadriatic to the Euphrates and the Nile. Asia 

was 

an African youth who lived among the populace, witli the use of 
the Panic ; whilst he had almost forgot Qretk, and neither 
<:oiild nor would speak Latin (Apolog. p.I59^»), Thegrtrtter 
part of St. Austin's congregations were strajigws tpthe ^nfc* 

f, Spain,, alone prpduced Calumella, ":he Seik-eas, I*t3<»iV Mar* 
|,Vil, and Gluintilian. / ■•■''• J J " • 

t There is not, I Vlieve, from Dionysius to Libantis, ^ single 
Greek critic who mentions Virgil or Horace. They seem ^giio- 
riint that the Romans h^d r.^»y good writers. 
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$Oilf»nf[$(»tf$sItj^Ipflki^s>'U4a9^thd'<^egaHcei 

W^A^ IfeSjI^B ^o^f4 tefi^§g§s,i3^d^o-, 

ktter, excitg^]t|ie a^jrecsuxa of % iSfiS^ftef^dlrfj 




alter/^e rmh of tH^ I^plemies, .befoj:e,-aji-_Egyf r, 

tian !jvar gHmitt^4 i^tp . the ^eijats pf ..Rome J. ., , ; j 

a«»^ ^ '^it IS £ ju%' tji^vitoriti?. obseryatiop, j^^at yifip 

«thoA t6tTOuVRdMe«pas;nerself subdued by the arts of 

* * Grefere. nnibs^j immortal writer^ who still com- 

.3ji«dTYi?fiid^e^W<fmiratioii^p^ Europe, soon^ 

xfcfThe curious reader may see in Dupin (Bibliotheque Eccle- 
' siastiqae, torn. xix. p, 1, c. 8.) how much the use of the Syriac 

^Mi^yW4%ftii^«<:^g^ ^vas still preserved*: rr . ::. .^ 
i^rggft:4»WIWljj8ilt.-i». widi^sUfw Ammian. MifCjili|i^,xtiii^ HUl 
1: «ift!b6?«i^s, .i<1xx!vii^' p| lOflTdv The fimt iostaftceOkappenwr 

ed uiiaer the reiga of Septimius Severus. ( 
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t^tt)fiibft&lj^iio4^twedbexiOpiifcli«ciBi9-|iQt tinr cnniiHr. 

gdages' ejt€tta*i4 at f fee sattH: fittte^ t8<^ SejikrateJ 

a^'iM'kiliiM ididni of sciehce,^' tlteTktt^ir'.'as'^ 
18^^^ct'bf public transactiohs?/-' i^oisfr'who 
ilffi^iear'kttJiti?' With business, "Ali^e^^ii^iSaE^ tfaij? 
vtftsSnt witlf both; and it was alit?d^^)n^$^^f^^ 
iffafty^t^^O^ce, to find a Roiriaft^i'ttbje#,^6{'i^ 
laiW'eatlfcatidri, *sviio was at on(ie^k^ii|fe'PttiiJ 
tiile«e5tt*k'Uhd td the Latin fengu^j^.^^-"^ • ''- ^^^! 
"^S^l^r^ by%uch ihs'titations"l3iat W&Mxi^W skt^. 
t88' ^t>ire%s«iisibfy melted away tritffftie'^b-? 
xMi- nartre"kiitf "people. Biit thet^ stifl 'rem^ihe^^ 
i^^^:&-|<ferit^<oF 6Vfery-proVihee ahd^^b^ 
m%Jr, an toihap^y condition'of men wHo endured t 
the Weij^t; without shkriii^ the "benefits," of sb- 
^^t^.-''^fe;tfce*ee stat^;6^'^riti^ui^; |he.^-, ''""'^t 
mestic^laves were exposed to the w^itfon rigp^ .tsgoBaMS 
of despotism. The perfect settlemient -QfVthfivrhdrtreat- 
Romail empire Y{hs pjreceapd by ^S^^^f ^^^^lp99§(^"^*' 
an3 iapihe. "TiTie slaves consisted, for the most 
part,' of barbarian captives, taken in thousands * 

-^b^H '>in 'mv- )ii.: h\ '■f.Xi : ^ ■ ^' .• ' " ^^. ^i ^i^oiii*:: Oii'^bv 
.}i:r^..u^ ■ .nc ...♦ : ' ..■ ■ . , • > f/.T ^>/;^. :?i.'- 

* S«e Valerius Maximus, L tti cS* m 2. Thii ei*fj^e«>tigfeti'^ 
dkffiH disfraBfthis^t^it eminelit i6r«da«i for tii&t^ufttfi^dtafhqn^ 
I^iimj He.-itort^-*^rl*afcly-ln sofrte piiMic olR&ce. Bttddiliifi iS 
Claud, c. 16. • :--'^ ^-^ '■■ I . -•:' J- ■•^' ^-^ ^— 'L' >• 
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64 im'Wcumo&i^miiui 

u. atcij^tomfed t6''i^TlR';tflP Ihtfejjd^dertfee; and iffi- 
^'^^^ j^tjenf rb^TeSS' ifid' iti tevietigb'' their* fetters. 

Agaiftsi siucK'^^itcriial cncSrties, -whose desperate 
insurrectip'ni /had nidte* than' once' redttced'the 
iiepublic to thi?' brink ^of destruction f, the most 
severe regulations :f , "and the most cruel treat* 
m^nt, s€f nied ajmost justified by the great law 
of self-prpservatibn. But when the principal na* 
tioiis pf iJ'l^rppe, Asia, and Africa, were united 
up^^j^if^hq laws of one sovereign, the sourice of 
foreign supplies flowed with much less abundance^ 
:4ai^d,^1^.3^QPWns were reduced to the milder but 
' rgwe .tedipui method, of prppagatioii. In their 
^jj^fflu^^^&iniU^s, and particularly j in their 
c^p^jfe^ajqs, they enqouraged the rpi^fiagfof 
tj^ejue ^aT^,' ; The .sentiments of npturi?, tlje^hgL^ 
b^'<^ ^^^tiw, „^n4 the possession of a ^^n- 
dentr^p^gifiiJ.of prQp^rty, contributed toaHeViajfee 
tteitettd5hifp«.i>l> «m'¥itude §. . TbeeKisten^^ofi* 
siave biscmile an .ofeject.of greater s^ftlucf an4 
tlioughhia happiness still depended on the tem.^ 
per tod circi)^st9<nces of the master, the immau 
^.jcikty ©Jf . the lattery instead of bdiig mstmnid hf 

,^,. ?\^i^'^ ,. , ^ .• :. ■• . • . •:, 

*^ In t!i#'^altf^l^ *^ I«\sfe^illuft, 'an ox 5oltl for aidrachma, and 4 

llucull. p. 580. ^\ . T 

"PWdidius SiculflP ^^ Eclogt^ist. 1, xxxiv. and 3ficxvi. Flo^ 
rus, iii. 19, 20. ^ 

^ See in Gruter and! *'^^ other collector^,, a f^wttttfrmmber of 
inlcrkftiocU atJdrWWd^ ^^** *® ***«**■ ^»^*» oHiJUwn, feiioM* 
sefvants, masters, &c. i^hey are all most probably of the Im- 



perial age. 
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OF THB JtOM^iSIOTIIr ^s 



fear, wa? tti>Qow%^*3^;«^ j^l^^ 
terest. Tte pragre» of ajfm|fjtpp%w](M ^^^^ederated n* 
by the virtue or policy of t\ip ecqgs^e^^ md by ^^5C^. 
the edicts of Hadt;ian, ^d t^ tW 

protection of the laws waa cfxten^e^ to the most 
^bject part, of mankind, \ The jurisdiction of life 
and death elver the slaves, a power long eacercised 
and often abused, was t^ken qixi of private hands, 
and reserved to the magistrates alone. The sub- 
terraneous prisons were abolished;' and, upon a 
just complaint of intolerable treatment, the in* 
jured treatment, the injured slave obtained either 
his deliverance, or a less cruel master ** 

Hope, the best comfort of our ittaperifect con-'^E»fran- 
dition, was not denied to the Roman slave ; and "^^^"^^ 
if he had any opportunity of tendering^ himself 
cither useful or agreeable, he might very, ixabi- 
rbUy expect that the diligence and fidelity df a 
few> years would be re^ardfed ^th tbe ihes^ 
mable gift of freedom. The beaeVofeti^edf^the 
master was so frequently prompted by thc^mcdnet 
iuggestimis of vaaity and avarice, thattiie lams 
found it more necessary to restrain than to en* 
oowarage a profuse and undKtiaguished liberality, 
which might degenerate into a very dangerous ^ 
aibuse f . It was a maxim of ancient jurispru- 
dence, that a slave had not any country of his 
own, he acquired with hi$ liberty an admission 
into the political sbciety of which his patroft Was 

Vox.. L rF . . . . a mem- 

» See th« Augustan History, and a DiiMftMritfa <Qr M-; de 
Burigny, in the ^cxxvtli volume, of the Academy of InscriptioaSk « 

upon th« Roma^ slaves* ... .) .^^ . / * 

.,t See another disseitaticm of M*de Biitigt^i. in tim.Maxth 
volQm€> on the Roman freedmen, , , : ;' : ,. .... 
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66 THBiiniCiaMl^^AND TALL 

would hsvecpipstkubodithe pmileges g£ the Ro^ 
sian xAtj Mm. moaa atul ^pioitiiscuow s^titude* 
Some ^eaddhable ^xceptiom were therefore proyi* 
ded ; and itha^hoKtmraMe distinction was confin* 
ed to such slaves onfy; as» i6r ju^t causes, and 
with the apprbbat4^ of the magistrate, should 
receii^e a solemn and ie^al manumission. Even 
these choi^en fiieedinen obtained no more than 
the private ^ghti» of citizens, and were rigorously 
excluded from civil or military honours. What-- 
ever might be the merit or fortune of their sons, 
tBey likewise were esteemed unworthy of a seat 
in the senfiite ; noir were the traces of a servile 
origin allowed to be completely obliterated till 
the third or fourth generation*. Without de-^ 
stroyihg the distinction of ranks, a distant pros*" 
pect of freedom and honours was presented, even ' 
to those whom prtde and prejudice almost dis- 
dained to number among the human species. 
Nombcrt. It was oncc proposcd to discriminate the slaves 
by a peculiar habit ; but it was justly apprehen- 
ded that there might by some danger in ac- 
quainting them with their own numbers f . With- 
out interpreting, in their utmost strictness, the li- 
beral appellations of legions and myriads J ; we 

may, 

* Spanbeim^ Orbis Bomaiu 1* u <% 1({. p. IM9 4rc« 
t Senc'ca de Clemetitia, 1. i. c. 24. The orginal is much stioiig- 
er, ^ AufiUum p^culum lounineret si serri nmstri namciar^nos 

cospissent." .:^ 

\ See P\my (Hist. Natun. h xxxiii.) and Athettsos(Del pno- 
I gopiist. 1. vi. p. 1^3.) The latter boldly assetts, that be kiiev 

very many iwpifiw$xkft) Romars whc possessed, not (or use^ but 
ostenution, ten and even twenty thousand slaves. 
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OF unr KOMUffiri smrf sb j if^ 

m%y wntttW to proMMpwi that fine pi;Drj[imioa chap. 
qf rt^ve^,! who Wf »| Y^ltwd . as (pcppTCty, waa ^^• 

T>^ TOoipM^ed QQly m an ei^p^ncc *l ; The yaothft 
of ^ ]M^Qm^9i])g gfmm 'w^teej^iostradteddii the arti^ 
4q4 sciei^cM* ftnd th^ji^ pipkiewas asicertaiaed by 
the 4fSgreg qf the^ir sl^m und t«leftt^f ^ Almost 
cv?¥y pFofe^siott, eiihef litei^lj w mcQh^aicaU 
might be found in i\^ liq^aQhotd of m opulent 
^n^or, Tim nnnist-^?® pf ponip ^nd swsijality 
w^e ipult^plijsd beyond tHe coqc^plion- of mo^ 
d§m lvix^^ $, It Wfts m0x^, for tlw^ interest of 
tW mer^h^ptt qf maq^^ctvfi^er ti> pw¥c|ift8e, than 
to hiy^ bis WQrkrwnj *nd. ia tfee couijitryi «lave^ 
YlfiX^ f PLjioyj^d ^ the ghfiftpe&t awi iiw>$t UboriQU^ 
i^yjtmro^nt^ ©f ^gricuUure. To cqnftifni the g^^ 
(xer^l observation, and tp, 4i^P^ %^^ iault;itude 
pf skv^s, WQ might a^U^ge a variety of pa^rticulap 
instaftges. It was di^jcovered, on a v^iy meljanr^. 
chply o^casiQO, that four bi|n4i'®4 slaves weira 
^laiptainf^ in % singlj^ palace pf Rome 1|. . The 
same aumber of fQi^r lo^undred b^lopged to ai> 
estate wbich aii A.fri<ja,n widpw, of 9 v^ry private 

Fa, con- 



* In Paris there r^e not more tba;a 49^700 domestics of every 
i5ort, aincj not ^ twelfth part of tlie inhabjfaxrts, Messange R^ 
cherches sur la Population, p. 186. 

t A learned slave sold for many hundred pounds sterling: 
Atticus always \ired. and Uu^t ^m himz^W* CDrnel. K^p^» 

i Many of the Roman physicians were slaves^ See Br. IVfid* 
dkton's Dissertation and Def«nce. 

§ Their ranks and ofliccs are very copiously eniunerated fey 
Pignorius de Servis, 

I TacJt. Annal. xiv. 43. Tlie}: were all e:(eoute^ foj* A9t j^f.^ 
. renting their master*? murder. 
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68 THE DE<;LlK£^ANb FAU. ^ 

CHAP. conditi6n/fe3fgilea'^9>*M?s«if^^WM 

11. for henetf'SHiMhMfef ^*J?«f»lteJ^jdp«ty *; 

his fortune had suffered great ^IttiWe^tffOfjiiicivit 
^arsj^gfmiflfia%r«9*»^ silf tttfndied 

he^fi¥\Mmv ^ciftK?^*r^t^%Ai ^i«sil^ inn' 
cludeclf in ^i(^^Ap^^'iiiiLtiA6; foUiJiiheUsanA 
one jiUndr^a^fta«lKf!(i*n ^v^^ f. -;> .. Hex jO 

the laws of Rome, of citizen*^, 6f ptwiii(aal&/?liif# 
of staves, 'batrridt now be fiic^d' wi^^'sudhria^dlSi 
gree of a<6fcufecy as the impoitattcr df thexjbjti* 
woiifA'^^feryy. ^' Weareittfowtied/tl^W^^bendic 
cfnp^i'df (Jlitiditis exercised*tbe=offioeMrf'c«nsoB| 
'he toiSklai^'Wccmit of six^millioninhte JauBdte^ 
and' feky-^fiVe thousand Rommv ditiBwiSi ,/wh4 
with ^'riie proportion ^ofwoDaen aid iChUdtxtt, 
must iidve amounted to about tweiqtty .wkjyilk^ 
of soub-Thfi multitude of sulj^ects q{jw m^- 
fenot rafik; was uiW5crtain and fluctuating;: But* 
after weighing' With ^itliention every drcusa^ 
stance which could, influence the balance, it 
seems^ probjlbk, that there existed, in the tin^ 
of Claudius^ about twice as many pi^ovinqiaU as 
there -were citizens;, of cither seX, and of eyeif 
age; and that the sla^wesf were at least equal in 
number to the free inhabitants of the Roman 
world.. *TJ[ie total ampunt of this imperfect cal- 
culation would rise to about oiie hundred and 
twenty millions of persons: a degree of popu- 
lation 



* Apuleius in Apolog. p. 548. Bdit. Delphtn. 
t Plin. Hist. Natur. 1. xxxiii. 47. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lft^|)ffe.^»to)hi?.p«|^Ttoe?^ CHAP. 

Eiii5Qpfq«y(5^%npfe|^ 11. 

poKcy caaIlb«Qedi)y.th#,R^^ ^^j^^p tijim our 

behold despotism ipTt&e ce^^^fe pj^ fi^^fi-^^^s m 
*fe^fe3fti?e«iallifistr Qf,4^^,,j:ei((^i^ue, 
tafitl^elftdwwstraitioa of jv^tice^.ftnfqir^^d^ bjr, the 
prbswoer/Qf rian army J Jio$J% ,l?^|?ari^Q.§^ esta- 
b&hcd im {the heart ^.thevOflawfit^p, J^^^ 
saJtrapTHSfirping the domiftion^f ^-cpR%v^P^9cs, 
andnsobjBcte: inclmed to reheUwfli|^,tJ^^^inca- 
^bler^t^fiBcdom, But the x^l^fijd^i^e^jjP^^^ 
Kumaiiiworld was uniform, voljun^y^y.,^^ per- 
naohmlt. The vanquished fl#tiQQ$^,^eqf^d,iQto 
iSm ^«eat people, resigned thc^; hQpe, x^ ^v^n 
tikte t<Ssh, of resuming their indepppden^^r^ and 
•Ssarcely considered their owiii;e3a$^ijc^. as, dis- 
^^cl from the esisteftce of Rome. The esta- 
blished authority of the emperors pervaded with*- 
(fflf aft effort the wide extent of their dominions, 
amd i?(nas exercised with thee samie facility. ,on the 
titehlts of the Thames, or of tjicr Njie* as .qji those 
■'• F3-.^ -v- .. .of 



* Copipute twenty millions in France, twenty-two in Ger- 
many, four in Hungary, ten in Italy with its isUndsi.. eight 
ili:G<«at;Brit»iii and Ireland, eijght ip Spain and Portugal, ten or 
twelve in the European Russia, six in Poland, six Kn wreece and 
Turkey, four in Sweden, three in Denmark and Norway, four 
in the Low Countries. The whole would amount to one hun- 
dred and five, or Qne hundred and seven millions. See Voltaire, 
de Histoire Generale, 
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|6 tttfe McatlNt; AND 1?ALL 

t: H A p. t)f the Tjhti: ' Tli* fegions wete destined to setvc 
II. against the public ili^etti;^,^ M&'iM ciH^l majgistmte 

^^^^^ ^doTtaitf4dire*ltIie'dtdrf In 

-this state bf gtiik^l security- 'the lefetire ks W6ll 
« optileitie* both* <tf the piibce aftd people, were 
dtvotefl to impto^ tod tb adorn thte Rt>maii 
tfnpiife. 

Homan mo- Amoiig^^thfe iiiiitefierable fliottvunetit* of archi* 

*™^°"* tecture cbhstrt^ted by th« Romans, how many 
^ *haT« escapcfd the notice t>f histoty. How few hate 
resisted the ravages of time and ba^batisftil And 
yet even the ttiajertic tHiiis that aice sffllseattered 
Over itaiy and the pfdvinces, Would bfe sufficient 
to pwve, thiit those coiintries wett bftce the iseat 
"of a^pdliteand pov^'^rful enipitie* Theit gneatw 
iiess alctfit, 0^ th^k boAuty, might deserve out 

hkttfentJofe: but thfey are wti&ctkA moii& imetest- 
ing, by two important drcuni^ta:no6&, whfeh con- 
nect the agliefeabk history of the am, with the 
inore n^eftil history <5f hnman manners*' Many 
of those' wolltsXvere ei-ected at private expence, 
and aittiost all w^ere inteinded for public benefit* 
iiitny of It is natural to suppose that the greatest num- 
them ewct* ^^ ^^ ^,^|j ^^ ^jj^ j^Qg^ Considerable of the Ro- 

ed at pn* ' 

vat« ex- tnan edifices, were raised by thie emperots, who 

'*^*' possessed so unbounded a command, both of men 

^nd nioiiey. Augustus Was accustomed to boast 

that he Irad found his capital of btick, and that 

he had left it of marble f • The strict oeconomy 

\\-:[/_ . ''• .' ■ . . of 

* Josep^i Sfe Bell. JudSic'o, 1. ii, c. l6, Th<; oration of Agrippa, 
m T^ihet (jf the historian, is a fine picture of the Roman empire* 

• t Siietoh. in August, c. 28. Augustus built in Rome the temple 
ftni forum of MarijJbe.Avengerj the temple of Jupiter Tonans in 

••^' ' * ' the 
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OF THE &OMAN EMPIRE. 1% 

' of Vespasian was th^ ^ffupc^ ^M^ magoificenee. chap. 
The works «f tfl^f^^ W..^4a*PP>9^ ^"^ g«- "' 
nius. Tlie..puWift, ipQijif^e^ jy4^KfC¥w Ha- '"~''~' 
driaa.ad|(H^<5d«wry.tpfly4giPf^xjC^ <|^gjr<?,wcre 
acecutiMi npt op^y.J^yJiiftvp^ 

and he laved the arts, as they conduced ^^ t^ 
gjpry.of the moaarch* Thfy, Wjeg?' rCpcjc^Hfjiged 
by the Antooipte^ aa they fWfit)3*iW|:^ tp 0ie 
happiness, of the people. Bnt .i£ fhp t^jqperors 
wgre tfee fifat, they weje Ujcrt the paly^^fhitects 
of their daiainjioijs* Their |j|w^irple >rp?. vya^ver- 
jsally Koita^ed by their iu:inp|)ial ,$u|t)jfc;tf5^ who 
M^v^xu>t afraid of (leclarii^ to^thp.jWQ^^^that 
they had spirit to conceive, and lijre^^i^^to ac- . 
x;ompH^, the noblcsj: uiMlerl^kk^e. Scarcely 
had the ^Pi*d str^ctore of.thp Co^se^^.been 
dedicated at Kooie, before the /^i|u^, of a 
siPia^r scale indeed, bjut of the same dopign and 
xnaterials, were erected for the u^> «nd at the 
expence, of the /cities tif Capua md, Veirqna *. 
The inscriptioh of the sftu$>efKioaSt bridge pf Al- 
cantary^, attests that it was thrown over the Ta- 
gus by the contribution of a few Lusitanian cpm- 
launities. When Plkiy was intrusted with the 
govemmeat of Bithynia and Pont us/ provinces 
by no means the richest or most considerable of 
the empire, he fouad the cities ^vithin his j«iris-i 

F 4 diction 

theCapitol; that of Apollo Palatine,"with public libraries; the por- 
tico and basilica cf Caiusaiid Lucius ; tlte porticos of Livia :md 
Octavia ; and the theatre of MiunctUus. Tht* example of the so* 
vereign was imitated by his miuisters and gefierals ; and his 
friend Agrippa left behind him the immoital ioonument of the 
Pantheon. 

* See Maffei^ Verona illastratp, L iv. p. <I9» 
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72 rm ]MX;£tM£ AKli FALL 

CHAP. dicl!ion'^ri#^f^fl{^ittffl%^M|-^to^ 

fQf^tM^r^efl^ai^9?^4b dii^otvthtfir:iasfte,,and 
%^M{^e^«^)lMbd4(iMertfaei9 e^^ ^Tbe 

^fyUeM'»i^l!bi«^^&l<ii$^ the prtmQces «9- 

3dktoiwI)<j6«theso|>rivate b€inef»gtQWpW*pBl^y:?i»l^t 

-todri^ ag^o^^Ait AntmnneHf Whatever Vfftgfy: 

i^^Msrir&cbwQxoi hb: conduct,, hism^gmfici^e 

, uedlddiayie.'bea^i worthy of the gEeat^ )f^^ ^ 

Piampi0 oprf^ Thifrf^piiJytftf Herod, at least ^ft^r it .ha4 bo^n 

At^r ^^'''''o^KrA'^^'f^^^^P^* ^*^ Knes^ly de3fei|ded frpp 

'^'' riSiii^W fip4:^..J^ Theseus and Cecjrops, 

-.iiKbfiiiff§##4«JWter» But the posterity of $oina4?y 

f godft(3lM4;h?fp^ :^as.,falka into the most al>j^ct 

»;$|a%9 h^ft,^^4^tl^et bad $ujffered by the hands 

^ of ja^tiQe., and Julius Atticus, his father, must 

.Jba^i^f HCi}d?;dbi3hfe inpoyerty and contempt, had 

j.bg^j^t p^^Qoyered an immense treasure buried 

o'Usi^riaftr9ld( JiQUse. the last remains of *is pa- 

4f^ffupf^.j^. j^c<>rding. to the rigour of law,' the 

emperor might have asserted' bis claim, aiid the 

,rfX ' prudent 

» Scathe 10th book of Pliny's Epistles. He mentions the 
^^jtoffo^^^/i^S*ft^,^cafrt^led <m at the eiqpence pf tiJP ci|ie«. At 
"'^Wfcbtaiiwflsija^ii^ fdmmf ih aqoedufcty and a c^w^l, ieft ui^iinish- 
cd by a king ; at Nice, a Gynmasium^^and^theatne which had 
already cost near ifinetj/j tfecus^d ppund^ ; b^th$ at Pnisa and 
Claudiopolis ; and jan ac^ueduct of sixteen iniles in length for the . 
useof Sinope. 
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prudent Mti<mwSKI^^ lW3,,fiplFffsa§j?f*(^ chap. 
theoaSa0i&i^afiii»fi}f9n^owWI^I»Kft|j^ u. 
Nearest Mati&m^^iMi&^»i^smi,-\S^^mf^:if9 ' -' * ""* 
apceptlaagroportt ofiittoJ^db<^lBil«i»d(}i hji^vft) 
use, amhontfiscTO^i^ d*^*§«fiJ»liQfif iJ^W?^ 
^e cautcottt:cAdiaiiMindStiyb«i^s|i4ei^9$r/i)^ 

repttedr thb wiop«rek,n withi.rf) «(<^-M|ifff<f4:)ji>W- 

oipMOiAi tli4tAttici» htGtaSify<o}»f^ti^^)-At^' 
{>ei:idr*sfISs«'instrueiions'^ sittoff:Jpe<«i(p<te(|Mi(ljbe 

* greate^rpaVt of his^^fostmxe, fwhkbriir^ zsiiolbii- 
etetBeS^bj an advamageoiuteaittaige^^o tkbasr- 
ticb^#the-Fablio. Heh«l<>bCaaiedofinrslfiBi(fo 
He(ii&, Htb'p^efeeture df tHe'^tap^itreBibfiJAmv ; 

' 'dftii -irtib -yomig ■ imagistrate,^ idlAier(<ft%;)thdr th©.. . 
•tW^'bf 'l^s' wias in*ffei«ildy')sU^lteaiow»lh 
WaterroWalnea'tTom the tAtomic«ri<*'lrfHadriSh, 

' tiree hundred "miUions of' drtttrlflft^^biJwf aMn- 
d'red thoiiWnS pounds) fSr 'the fcdristhfeftftM^^Of a ' 
new aqu^iicf. But in\ffie-texe'ctiHcto^(*:<he 

, work, the charge amounted to more than do\iMe 
the estimate, and the officers oFthe f^Vtiritie 'begin 
tp ijiurmur, till the geiieroui^ j^ttictfs 'slfeiiced 
diejr compi^irits, by requestfh^thaf he'iril^ht'be 
petrnuttpd to take upon himself the wKcflfe^tliidi- 
tijopalexpencef. ■ - «'ijq..... 

; The 

^ tfedri&n ifketwar48 frade a very fiqw^^m JfigyiMffl^A.wWch 

, bf*d5^0vteiry/' Hist, AvigiisUp.^-,7 , ,i :/. tk ; ^niil,, ^j j, 
.:" '.i pjl^ipsti:at/Ui Vitl'Sophiisti !.«;ilJ«8ii 1/i^n uod ^U'^.r: . 
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74 rm GECIJNE AND FALL 

G « A ]^« The aU|N;t,^P!)qep}^. oC Oaiq^ce and Asia W 
u» been lATilfll j^^^s^l ijewaixis tQ direct the edu- 
ftfltioiirirf > f Qiwg , iffeif^-i , Tteir i^ufil. soon be- 



titk?*"* «»»eia ci^brw(«i $ff atQT^ accoeding to^tihe use- 
J|ffiMrtii(toriC( o€'tirtt rugt^ Mrbich cooiaQi itaelf to 
(He 9QfaMdsydi^i{i«dtd<ymt mther theiFowni or 
A^ SeaMo. Hie wal^ Itdmeaisd with the ^cmul* 
fHf tat;Romes but the greatest pact of his life 
w^ spent in a fbilosophic retisemsot at Atimu, 
afti hi» adjacent villas ; perpetuaEy stinmnaded 
b^'Bophist^ 19^ atdknowiedgodf withoiit arcdm:*- 
lemce^ tl»e 'sU^eiiority of a rich and generetis ti* 
Vtti** '^Thfe j^ion'tfments of his genius have pe*« 
!4^¥ed^ some oonsidemye ruins -staU preserve 
the fa«ne of his taste and munificence : inodem 
tttt'^drfe^iave measured the remains of the sta- 
. ', iium' Which ipe canstructed at Atbem. it was 
'[ «ix iiubfiiied feet in length, built entirely oi white 
^ fnaiMe^'Ciapable of admitting the whole body €£ 
. tbfe peapfev ^Hid finished in four years^ whilst He- 
tod Wa^'5^e6ident of the Athenian games. To 
the mefiaoiy of feis wife RegiUa^ he dedicated a 
theatre, scarcely to be paralleled in the empire t 
no wood -except cedar, very curiously carved, 
lwa« -eiftployed iti any part of the building. The 
Odetini, desighed by Pericles for musical per- 
formances, arid the rehearsal of new tragedies, 
had been a ttophy of the victory of the arts 
ovW" Barbaric greatness : as the timbers em- 
ployed in the construction consisted chiefly of 
tfie masts of the Persian vessels. Notwithstand- . 

ing 

♦ Auivp deDius, ia.Npct, Attic, i. 2, k» S.xviii. 10* xix, 12. 
Philostrat. p^ 564. 
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Of THE ROMAN SMPilOL t( 

ing the rtplTT^ %i^^«a(wM'^'.tbat'tii^^ edi^ tf it A ft 

by a kin^ of to^pfitabfe», it^ais ^^ifalfeti tjo ^ 

itifegAiSteftcfe. Nor Wd* the 'KMllAlife)^ tf *bBt 

iBlSj^ of N^tum In tti^ Ifi9^»Ai8, ^^ttefttt^^ 
CtcArkitli, a smdium ^t Deljphi^ ft bailh ^t Ttefi* 
Ifto^yte, jidd ^n dqu^duiet at G^usium in Xtftif, 
wem kisuffidfgnt to ^thm^ his txtaanres. TAtt 

peb^k of Epirus, Thess^ly, J^bo^a, Bdeotia) aft& 
Pelopc^tine^u^, escpedeniced his .&rov^$ j and 
m^^y ii^cti^tkm^' of the cii^ of Greece va|Mi 
4mA gmtef^Uy ^yte H^odes Actku^ thdr. p^ 
Won ahd bfeaefatmr *-i 

In the cmt:iftionWeal«lii df Aiheii^^iid.iUafiaie, Moftoftiie 
^ wcAt"^ simfdicityi)f j^ri v8*e houise^ a^i^oim&^d ^J^tiX 
'^m equal ^coo^itsu ^ fteedoDdj wfe^ the Ii0>- FabikuK) 
yer^^ty of the people Was re^te^eiited ia the S^'l 
majestic ledifices destined to the pttfclic^wef^J ^j^ ^^"cd»«:tf, 
*ras this .repuhjicmi spirit %<m\ly eKti»g«irfied *>jr 
the iaatiroduclibn of !<^ailth and ftioiHiari^yv It 
was in woricsof ixational hdtiour aiid bttiefiti %hat 
tte most virtuous of the empetors^ected to dis- 
play their magnificence* The golden palace of - 
Nero excited a just indication, but the vasft i^- 
tent of ground which had been usurped by his- 
selfish luxury, was more nobly filled wider the 

succeed- 

* ScfePhiliostfat. 1. ii. p. S«a, 580. Paufaffiias, K i. brf^^i.lD. 
The life of Herodes, in the xixth voluftic of the Memoiis of the 
Academy of Inscriptions. 

t It is particularly remarked 6f Athens by Dicfeaithu%> de 
5tatu OraDciae, p. 8. inter Geograj^fos Mtnotes, ^dit* ^ad^dtt. 
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76 traiOBEiaBioKaara 

taiatujaB^l%cd|np9peil9' M tjiedftfaiiiaarp^ople^cwiere 
4ttoitiiU^;rw£^t^ ini»t,dQae0itti£a^ prtdadtisAisiisf 
f|kxecra:sJ|p«ib:lii^ add jffuilpttMmy ;ag^ 
.^:o£.'Beei^,m^ifia:^ ckricttB^iiiuBirjrtM^^dpenijIii 

^m tlxe»tiocrfwltseskisU:dd>tke)iFx)mmrqfii3:^^ 
&i.w«r^'45ufctoiiiided<wj*t a '4o% tiioEbido,tiiauihe 
ffevmofia ^pgidtahgH ifit^ whkbv foiuriiHunsphdl 
JknofaesoQifeaedi/a ux^leitiid spacious 'enivai^oe^ 
:knct}hdoceiU3»i^^<a9as& a^cfpiufli^^ wh&se 

lnught^^ dne iitiada^d and» ten ieet^denot^^tht 
«tet^li^4ifiuthiii liltl. that had b^en c^t-aw^y. 

Jioqutjtp ex^iikedi^^exxact t6pmsoibtJlsi.tk»i'4tf'^e 
Dacian victories ^ its foimdic*^ ^^Chfe^viBtfemll 
n'r?!!I «i*4iiw??ttiB|ilart»d>the^tx^ 

t.. 4ofrM^<>(I«a«<*nU'«itia.enafis^cfeiatedvto 

^fe«loars;.tf/tbe triumph* All the other <]^aii. 
4ftis jrf the gapitaU and afl the provinces of 'tUfe 
jempi»f/i]»em ipobsSisbGid by tiie ^a^ia irbet^l 
,f pitil^orf /3nri5liq;^ ;niaigoifite6n0e, ^lid ' were fllM 
^ihidqpfdtitheatjsssydieatf 6s;i^ portioosf tH- 

^OJtic^ 1. hi. 11, 13, 13. and a MS. description of ancient Rome, 
HJjrWtnardus Oricellarius, orBucellai, of which I obtained a 
copy from the library of the Canon Ricardi at Florence. Two 
5:elebpte<^kt)«e%ftg 'j^^a^i^it^ ^4t'»f JP5K)t«eeatt ;qW men- 
UQn^^,)^l^i^j,.,^s^,iVk ftl^'l^mi^^.ot ]^<^(paad the laocoon 
was found in the batlis or Titus, , * 
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OF THE ROMAN IMPIHB.' ft 

conducJnr&ttD )to beaUfeqqtteiltMdibtt/i^ndullifc ni 
pkaannte[0f tliBr>aflb^9est2d)li»9i^rlJrfat hBa^wM» ^"^^^^ 
tioned 0f thoBsricdificffi^cH^rv^ocB^ 
tention. : . The ibaUBno^ t£ ^eqen^ei^iH^ev^ Jdset 
aridity of thq ixecutniA.jaiiil dib utesrn^i^idKidk 

the noblest mocnflmeaBiftsrof > Ranaai , <^eDiiulo ad4 
^wex..h Xher^mf^udts ofaicajpital ^daxmiA' jitM 
preffiiuinkmcs.; but the €mi<ms.itfaT»Ueri' ^bc^ 
¥rithi2ut( thei Hght of.histary;^ .8hfmidi>£miime 
tbo^of Spoleto^ o£JVletz« or o£ Stegqykt^MVQttbl 
veryLimtnrally cgndude^.tbai ithlase )fiK>Tsno9id 
towtia bad formerly been the ceademoe jo£ikome 
potcnttnuinaTcb./ The aolkudcs ^q£ ihsisi^^^aad 
A&io^ ^DorQ.oiDtee covered with fkriksrishiogijsjtiis^ 
m^Qse^popvdoiisness^ and eviii (ii?hQficri£idsitentii, 
iiyQs ideiriMeidb bom such artifiGtalsBiJi^es Q^ftjpoii- 
l^»W^Kstre*n of :fi:c5h .water*, i: jj.v n^rjcCi 
. .We have ctoteputediiie inhatt^tanisioaiid>jb4w- Si^St- 
tiemplated.tbe public works^ ofiil^ Bom^^^tai- ««»o^ti« 
pire. The^ obiervati€Ma4)f: the n\iiilbas^d<§l:e3CB^ the m^n. 
njesa of its cities will serve to cdnfirln the form^i^, 
and to multiply ibe latter. It may not be tau 
pleasing to collect a few scatt^ared instances rekk 
tive to that subject^ withcmt forgetHmg, iioweii^r, 
theit from the vanity of naticms -and t^> poverty 
c^ language, the vague appellation of city has 
been indifferently bestowed on Rome and upon 
Laurentum. I. Andm Italy isr««d to havs^ con- in My. 

•. ,.-• ■'S ■ » • ■^■\'- '<• < .."id:'' -•ri." jrr'v^l vqo./ 

* Montfaocwi UAntiquite Bxpli^iieeJ tom.^.' ^3i.^Iil^'V:9. 
Pabretti hay composed a repry Jeanied ^ti^Hse»dWlS|S <ii^^^ 

of Rome. > ^ *■"•'' --o sdi:.'j odi m miM ir-^- 
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,9 Tf^cm^mi' AmMu,: 

C » A r. ,^^^e4^yJ^,fJ^^^dls©4^^ ckij?# i 

to bpji^«4il?? QPWtry.]i.^s? f^piiloua ip t\\^ ag§ of 
the A;rtofl4jj|8f .tbft;*, VA that pf Hamulus, The. 
petty st^te?, of l^tjwvwei^ QQlit^JA©4 wUHin the 
inetTQpQUs Q^ t^eewpir^, by \vhos? ?up^ripr i^^ 
fluence t<hey h^d ^§f;n ^ttmcted. Those parts of 
Italy whiiph .ba^ve sp iQPg languished undpr thq 
l^^y tyranny of griests. and viceroys, bad bee^ 
afflicted only. by the u^or^ toler^bl^ calamities of 
wax; and the lirst symptoms of degay^ which thfj 
iPXpcirieRfied^ w^re ^mply compensated by the 
rapid imprgvem^nts qf the Cisalpine Gaul. The 
splendQr pf ye^-Qua niay be traced in its rerpains ;• 
yet Yerona TOS less cj.elebrated than Aquileia or 
Gauitnd Paudvi^, Mil|n px Ravenna. II- The spirit of 
6piin. imprpyen>ent had passed the Alps, and been felt 
even in the v^roods of Btritain, wbich were jgra^ 
du^y cleared ^way to open a free space for con- 
venient ^nd elegant habitatica:^s, York was the 
seat of gQvemment ; London vias already enrich-- 
pd by cQmni§r<^e i and 5^th w^s celebrated fqf 
the salutary effects pf its inedicinal waters. Gaul 
could boast of bff twelve hundred cities f ; and 
though, in the northern j^rts, many of them, ^ 
without ew^epting Paris itself, were little more^ 
than the rude a,nd imperfect townships of a ris^ 
inepepple; the sputhern provinces imitated th? 
^^ ' wealth 

* M\hn. His,t. Var. 3. ix. c. 16. He lived in the time of 
Alexanjkr Severus. See Fabricius, ^iblioth. Gncca, 1. iv. c. 21. 

t Joseph/ cle.:»^>. J^^ ». 16. Y^f ^T^^L^nf'l^tft^Jdf ^ 
i^entioneS, and should be jreceivad with a degiee of latitude, 
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vrealth ahd elegance ot Itkljf *!'^^'Ma*ir' Wire flii 'c'% a p. 
cities bf Gaul, Mai^eilfes,'\KtIfe^;?Mi^ Nat- Jh 
bonne, Thoulome, Bourdea{bc,^it^timif'1R)ent^^^ 
Lyons, tangres, and Treves, ^*rKdse ancfeiit con^ 
dition might sustain an equaJ, ^nd perhaps ad- 
vantageous comparison with th'eJir presetit state. \ 
With regard to Spain, that country flourished a$ 
a province, and has declined as a kingdom;. Ex- 
hausted by the abuse of her strength, by America, ^ 
and by superstition, her pride might possibly be 
confovmded, if we required such a list of three 
hundred and sixty cities, as PKny has, exhibited 
under the reign of Vespasian f. III. Three hun- 
dred African cities had once acknowledged the 
authority of Carthage %, nor is it likely ijiat their 
numbers diminished under the admimsratioh of | 
the emperors : Carthage itself rose with new ' 
splendor from its ashes ; and that capital, as well 
as Capua and Corinth, soon recovered all the ad- 
vantages which can be separated from indepen- 
dent sovereignty. IV. The provinces of the east 'j^^ 
present the contrast of Roman magnificence with 
Turkish barbarism. The ruins of antiquity 
scattered over uncultivated fields, and ascribed 
by ignorance, to the power of magic, scarcely af- 
fo^ed a shelter to the 6ppressed peasant or wan- ' 
dering Arab. Under, the reign of th« Csesars, 
the proper Asia alone contained five hundred po- 

pul0« 

* PUn* Hi^t. Natiir. iii. 5. 

+ Plin. Hist. Naiur. iii. 3,4. iv. 35. The list seems authentic 
and accurate : the division cf the provinces, and the different 
condition pfthe cities, are minutely distinguis^icd*, 

t Strabon. Geograph.!. xvii. p. 11 89. . ' 
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So THE D^LINE AND FALL 

c H JL9. inilDtts iAU»i*,^«Hl«Stf ^rfi 4*^t«ie ^ifts of na- 
n. tore, anfl^ifcrn*(!%i^ Ht Ae t'^filietti^rit's 6f nrt. 

'^— v-^ Elcvcir »ti»S'*bf^iteiSf Jidft* ohcfe Ais^Utea the 
honour oF iledic«iitig a temple to Tiberius; and 
tihdr r^arpeciive merits "vtrere eXamihed'by'tKe se- 
nate f ; ' ¥iytct of theitt' ive're immediately tej^fcted 
as unequal to the burden ; aftd ambng' these 
was Laciiicea, whose splendour is still displayed 
in its ruins f: Laodfc^a collected- a vcryconsi* 
derablr revenue frbm its flocks of sheep, celebra- 
ted fbrihe fineness of their wool, arid had re- 
xeiverd, a little before the contest, a Icgjkey of 
above four hundred thousand pounds by the 
testament of a generous citizen §. If sruch was 
the poverty- of i.aodicea, Mrhat mtist have: been 
the wtaltir oF those cities, whose clatni appeared 
preferable;' afld particularly bf Pergamtis, of ^ 
Smyrna, ati3^ of Ephesris, ' who i&o Igilg dis- 
puted with ' each other the titular prifnacy' of 

, .,;.-t .- .. . ^^ '. ' ••,-^''*- 

• Joseph, de BeU. Jud. ih 16. ¥hfl6^1^i in Vit. Soplikl. L 
ilp.48. £dit.01ear. 

t Tacit. Annal. iv. 55. I have taken some pains in consulting 
and comparing modern travellers} with regard to the fate of those 
€l«v«n cities of Asia ; seven or eight are totally destroyed, Hy- 
fmo^f Tralles, Laodicea, Ilium, Halicarnassus, Miletus, Ephesus, 
ana we may add Sardes. Of the remaining three, Pergaii^us is 
a straggling^ village of two or three thousand inhabitants : Mag- 
n^sitf under the nai^e of Guzel-hisser, a town of some conse* 
quence ; and Smyrna, a great city, peopled by an hundred thpu- 
4and souls. Eut even at Smyrna, while the Franks have main- 
tained «oraiiierce> the Turks have ruined the arts,. 

I.Sm* vMvtxact and pleading dtscrij^on of tiie mHis of 
IfSodiows in QuuuUer's Travels through Asia Mimtr^ p. 925, &c. 

t«a.p.a6d. He bad studied at Tralles, 
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Asiaf ?. The capitak of f^Tpk^ i||i4/^flBF( Wd * «? « 4. ?• 

Al^xiwdfi^ looked down with <&dain.«a ^^SW^ ^^^ 
of dependent cities f » swid yicidi^i wil^«l^»^^ 
tp , the miye^ty of Roine. itself,, ,. ., .. . ,...-. i. 

,411 th^s^ cities were co^aijiected with each other, i^^ 
^nd .^ith the capital, by the puhlie l^hways, t' 
which, i$?i|ing from the Forum of Rome, traver- 
sed J^taly^ pervaded the provinces, asid were te;r* 
mipa$ed only by the frontiers of the empire. If we 
carefully trgce th? distance from the w^.of A% 
toninus to Rome, and from theacp to J^nisglemy 
it will be fouQd that the great chain of comnm.- 
liiqatioi^ from the north-west tp tW sputh^aist 
ppim of the $mpiri^, was dravm outto.th^ length 
^v four thousand %nd eighty Romaa miles |» 
Jhe public roads were accurately divided by 
mile*stpnes^ ai)d r^o iQ a direct Uije frQia.^oi^ 

^ Se& a dissertatioix of M. de Boze^ Mem. de TAcademie, tcm^ 
xviii. Aristides pronounced an oration which is stiU extant, to 
rfcpmrnead coh^prd tp the lival cities* . r : v <f . ^ ^ ' ^ 

t The inhabitants of Egypt, exclusive of'Alexandria, amount- 

* ed to seven millions and a half (Joseph, de Bell. ^ud. ii. IQ.).^ V"^* 

der the Military government of the Mamalukes, Syria was stip- 

|>osed to contain sixty-thousand villages (Histoire de TimurBe(!| 

. l.'v. c. 20, ■ ■ . '' \^^^, 

i The following Itinerary may serve to convey sgme i^e^ bjf 
tiie direction of the road, and of the distance between tlie.princjt^ 
pal towns. I, Prom the wall of Antoninus to York, 222 Roinaii 
miles* II. London 227. III^ Rhutupi* or Sand>iy!clV^r; ijf^ 
The navigation to Boulogne 45- V. T^heims 1741 ., Vl. tyons 
830. VII. Milaii 824. VlII. Rome 426. J3C, Bruaduslfim 3661 
X. The navigation to Dyrrachium 4p. XI. Byzantium 71 1. 
XiLAncyrttSBS; X|IL l^irstis SOi. XiV: Ai^itivcll^lft^ I^TV^ 
TyteddS. xyf. Jenisal^n, 168« I& aUnMQK&riitffta^tjr/tflW 
EnglishTniles. See the Itineraries published by Wf*sselirig, ki^ 
annotations ; Oal^^ lifld.^9tu)^l(it>vi(MrBxj||(in^ ^itf Htf«M64iIe 
for Gaul and Italy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



a H A ?. ^\tf ^*^0p^^]f^^ W^-^^. J??.?pect for tbe 

"• P5^S?ii,^;^A^^5?if?f>t^^W^^ P^rW}y^P ^ property. 

^'''''^^^^ M?^S^^^^^ :I^f;fel^^?d, ..ai^id. Ik>14 arches 

Th? miiJdl^^^ ro^d was. rai§e,d ioto a 

. -^ tftrrace,fy^)i.^c;9inmi^ the adjacent country, 
PQpsjtj^t^^qjf §ey.er^ ^trata.of sand, gi»¥e)^,a»d 
ceinenty.pjdfi^as p^ved^W^ si^m^^ wjw 

some pkee^ war/ the capital, ;witl^ . gf^ni^^ ^- 
Sttch.w^^the, solid cortstmctionof the Roman 
highway?!,, wh9pe fti;nin.es^ has Pot efUirpIy .J^i^ld- 
^ tc^tlij^ij^flFOrti.of fifteen centttKies. ♦They uRrt- 
eiit(^,j\i^^ most distant jHToyiace^ hjf 

an.e^^^4r^^^i^^^ mtevcour^e; bu4 their. <|»ii- 
m^XYrt ^jfff^ fh^ : heea to fecifitpte the m^vchmio£ 
th,^f l^pDj^ ; jQo^ W|» a»y country coH-si^rqd 
9«; Cj^flE^tetely . subdued, till i^ had hec*^ i«ii- 
dfiji^,, in ^lk3' parts, previous to the arfns afid 
au^cM^ity;o£ thie cpn^eror. The^ . advantage pf 
Pets. TQcexyws ^^^ <?arl je§t intelligeuce, and of oonv^- 
ing.tlieij:..or^ersi>«itli ceknity, induced the em- 
perors to establish, throughout their extensrvc 
dominions^ the regular institution of posts»J. Hou- 
ses were every where eregted at thq distawe o^ly 
*f five or six miles;, each of them was constantfy 
provided with, forty horses, and by the help of 
thest relays it was ^&y totaf^^vel an hundred 
... ;t';'-;v.'.'' . !'■' ^ •.•••^".' ' - " ' ]'■•'. ' . -ihiles 

* Montftucon, l^Antrtjnlte E3tpKqt«:ee, (torn. W. f. 2* 1. i. c. ar.) 
has descrfbed the bridges of Narnr, Aickntaf arNisines,,&c. 

t Bergier Histqire d^s grands Cbemins de rEmpire Rbmain* 
1. ii. c. 1— 28- 

t Procopius in Hist. Arcana,, c. 30. B^rgif r Hist, des grands 
Chemins, 1. iv. Codex Theodosian. 1. viii. tit. v, vol, ii. p. SQ9^ 
568. with Godefro;y's learned commentary. 
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OP THE RdMAN EMPIRE. «3 

miles in ^^'mf alA%M^ JlMari^Mds ^. The c h a p* 
use (rf" tpe ptfsfe^^aSilKi^dHo^h^ «. 

it by an Imperial MiidM; 'Mf tlioiigh on- ^ — * — ' 
ginaDy iiriend^a for th^'^^iJfliiffc^^^^^ 
eometimcls indulged tb tHe 'ttl^s^^'ir ^conve- 
niency of private citiieiis'f. '"t^8r'Mfk^ l£hfe com- n ▼igation. 
mtimcisctton of the Rbmah em|Jfife lessnfree and 
xyp€ti^ bfs6U than it was by ikiid/ ^he provinces 
«irfottn&d^arid inclosed the Med&erfarifein; and 
Itafyf- *in'^the' shape of an immense proiilbntory, 
advanced into the midst of that great Idi^. The 
coa^s of 4taly are, in general, dtMtttt^^of safe 
harbo«rt ;' but human industry hadHd^Wi^tfed the 
dcfidencies of tiature; and the aftifiiStiI<^oit of 
Os^/ m particular, situate at ' th^' W^biSflt* of the 
Tyberi and fertn^d by the 6rti^eroi^^;<12a^dius, 
was ^- tiseful mdnmnent of Itomih j^eatness |. 
Frorfib^this j^rt, which was only 'sixteen miles 
fromi the capital,' a fivonrable brefeK frequently 
carried vessek in seven day^ tof th^ colnrnns of 
HercHiks, ahd in nine or tdh, to Alexandria in 
Egypt^jl -^^" . •• ' ' ■•'•- ■'■• ' 

Whatever evils eithe^ rcJason or declamation improve, 
have ftirpmed to extensive empire^ the power of ^^h««. 

' ' G 2 Rome 

*, fethe tiwe ^,Tiwodww^ Cacs^wiap, jtn^jigjstrate of high 
rank, went post from Antioch to Constantinople. He hegah his 
journey at night, was in Cappadocia (109 miles from Antioch) 
the ensuing evening, and arrived at Constantinople the sjxtU 
day abciit nQ9n» ; ^Itie^hiole' distance yaas 725r -Romar., orGQ5 
English^ «n.il)es* ,See Xfe^ius Opat- ,xxii* . ap4' jth« Itin«nuia, 
p. 57.2^581, ■" . .,,..' 

t Pliny,' though a favourite and a miniscer, made an apology 
for granting post-horses to his wife on the nio^t urgent busi- 
ness. Epist. X. 181, 123. 

t Bergier Hist, des grands CheminS| L iv. e. 49* 

i Plin. Hist« Natur. xix« 1. 
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84 m§t9St«iiati>^kMti^TALL 

p B A F. Rd)h(g««l^<Mlfeiiai« «;{«iP«8iM^ ikMSfi^k^ conse* 

n. i^i«M«fi«sitflate}Kdi|ni^^ ^uiA freedom of 

^^;[^^^t»^ difRlfied 

25^*^'>At)W jWi»ttf^3(g^s3«ir antiquity avias 

iboi^%0668i$toht^ um tbft.ttix\li79 whiislridie 
'ttest)itipin4;^tah^^ib}RriidBtan^ idirliloc btirki'- 

tgstiDnbti£::abi at&iikhoA ^q»^^^ 

'ddctiand dfeha^picr oiimat^^ : 0nd j^eiindnaH^r/ of 

inb9^8Ciiiatthsdri)atioo8,^v^ ^^padliA&Uiir liitro4U0ed 

fifi*l^«]SnM^I5gfl[,* 1^ m^tipJy the ^rg^f, ^jw^ell 

J6«3^%{)>«fi^.WjJitt?!tjbe.vinwpi^^ dig. 

nityv "Wad .iRHfib* le^ of tj^ie; ^Si^^^fp^ a^i his- 
twssalwojjci sli^ly to touch on a fevir of ,the. 
iptMuc- prinjpipflj 1^^^. I-/ 4^psjt. ^ th? flowers^ 'ifce 
frSt^ te. ^^r^^,. ^,^the fe^it^i,, jf^ grow, in the European 
g^r^ens, are of foreign extraction, which, in many 
case$, is betrayed even by their names: the apple 
^as a native of Italy^^md when the Romans had 
ta^ed thp richer flayour of 'the ^rJfeotV/the pifeich, 
the ip^ome^siimt^ini^^^ aipi^;,^he, grange, 

■jr^' •jilllnrAr'jq? ,r\.:^-:'.,:i • 'v» .) -;■ •■...,/ . rr . . 
•'^.^■-' '^?^"orfft 1- '-^t: -ji^ ' .'■ t; .:■•'::■' . , / • ^- . .-o: •. . 

f* Sltii^notrwanrdbabl^iitiiat the (Sneetks &nd Ph<finf][^|ans intro- 
duced s6ine(h««d acts aikUl pfodu^tibns inta the iieigh|>Qi|r}^opd of 
Marseilley&Ml'CfkleK ' 
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thorrfcdditktaaljq^ithqfejfl^ntJw^ ^»*- 

aMffl^ BoiiJuBd Jjiriaififrdt a(di4giirfigNt^63l to^^^ 

'taste of'itilliQL/aaaqe^d^ialtAibiba^ fittivthgnand 
-fes^sii^ftdwktds, ffld^r^iacAi^xi^ 

ni9ir^aMne>4t^^tbir^iW6to -prq^s^e^ hamobtt 
^&AV ^, V'^'^ki i^iksmgiWis, sQOili^^cpiiiintoaoatedr Ad 
tljeS)^rbdtt^i^ptdvMcs^c6aai9i^fcniit secSntemse 

'W4henkM^^&pe^ in ihm pa^s &f®tiAp oJThk 
idM ^tk' i^'^^mte ^6^i^ ^t<3Pi%eite\te/ntiiataihe 

5ft( Vds coiisiiieifed as tHe synibok ^ Twb"t6iiWi«€s 
lifter the foundation of -Roitie, ho^ ^Ifvtiid 
Africa^ were 'strangers fotliat tis^fAfi)faMj4t was 

1 S^rab. Geo^aph. 1. iv. p. 233. THe ifiiehse cofd o^a Gallic 
iji^tei' was Mmosf j*:oveH)ia'amortgihe Sl^^ 

* i* In the beginning of the ivth cepitury, the orator Eumenius 
(Panegyric. Veter. viii. 6. edit. Delphin.) speaks of the vines in 
. the territory of Autun, which were decayed through age, and 
the first plantation of which was totally unknown. The Pagus 
Arebrignus is supposed by M. d'Anville to be the district of 
Beaune, celebrated, even at present, lor one of the first growth* 
of Burgundy, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



96 



rm INCLINE AND FALL 



It. 



Flax. 



Artificial 
pasa. 



cnKP. mtttralk«d in those icoUnAries);* and at length car*^ 
riedinlatM7hmr67ii6£&piiii»/mi)(^ ^iThe ti- 
mid oMic^tbf ^»qmmtm(l^)tkB^(i% tsi^ed acer- 
tain'>di^ree7vofi(|i»|,g0iiA in 

the iiie^gM9Dttrkuii)dibf b^j<!^i ^m iimssti>l}r 
explodedrJB^ineddsbrTiMld ^pejsiepM:i$i^^.i 4. Jhe 
ralttvsitiiMi Q&'Bsn )i«s tntnspcffted feom Ji^fyt. to 
Gaul; andrffieuudmLthe ifrib9k«ie0!Wtfyr< bf^ifif^v^r 
it iniglAliinpanGrishithe prntkukmhr^Qfi yflaifAi 
k was sowrii5|i..-r^5.-.Thc uter^ 8||tii^ffl?kl ;gi;a5$es 
becamb iamiitantoiAbt fam^e^ ;bQ|t]i ^:lt^ and 
the pisariacssi^* piin!iet^ri]fi.:th^ J^f^i^^pe^ wl^ich 
derived^itB BCiiBi^.ahd oi]i^:frQ|q( Media-it^ / The 
assurodi^ipfAyjof : 'whol«$o»e;;wd f^Qi^ifvd, f^^ 
for theri^cattfcfe' ddrin^: wiater, m^tiplie^ tfce 
numbijcajf ftfaie/aocte and h©rd?,/?Wcii in their 
turn dDntwhoifcd tn the fertility of tfee^scA.: Tp 
all ttMe-imprbvexaents. mfty )>e.'^^^^a^l ^sjii- 
duou^^ttcuftiim tojaoaiies/Mk} SNi^^y whicK W 
envpib^^ing'ft j?9ii!iUitnd& of ..lWbQ:nops 1^9;(^ serve 
to in^easeiithto pleaaauares of Ae rich, and t^e 6a*V- 
sisteneevoftberpoOT: Tlie elegant tres^ise qf Cp- 
lumeUa'dd^imbea the advanced state of the Sp^ 
tri^ husbanilry, /under the reign of Tiberiw; a»d 
it maybe obsearwdv ifeat those famines, which 5K) 
frequentljr'afflieted'theiafem republic, were sel- 
dom OP rnfcver experienced by the extensive en^- 
pire of Rome/ The accidental scarcity, in any 
single proYinoe/ was imm.edia,tely. Relieved by the 
plenty 6( ito moreibrtimate ndgbbow^.. , , , ; . 
'•' *••"•• :•' ' .' - ^. . '. ,•• ■ . Ag^- 

. :i..r ,-fi' .'ii. ,".'./ i., • 
* Plin, ni.8t. Nafur./l. XV. ' - -^ 

+ Plin; Htsn- Natur/H»5cix.'' ■ ' •' 

^ See ttie agt^eable Rss^iys pn Agriculture by Mr Harte, in 
wliich lie has collected all tlxat the ancients and moderns have 
said of Lucerne. 



General 

plenty. 
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OF THE ttoaratioiiBraHt, ^^ 

of tilt. ' >Vudn ^j^i^ommiwsi^^yM'isAiodanaE ^^-h,-*-* 

rich. In 'th64t* df^gs; l^ir^tteble^frt^ifet^bdim^ 
and! tl)«i^ filtiiitiflnij ^ito ^tTTtncftcfiiD o£rlfotttfuDe 

i€fine<ri^n<:§/>imder thSbAfeia© snathe ^oF Ivmxvy, 
h&ve'hemw>r^^y'mkiii^^mi^ 1»9f tfat'ituMdi^ts^ 6f 
every ^ ; ii^d 4t ^tiiJ^ < f^tfaa^ibd ancto ^oii- 
d^dVe -td' tKe^virtii!!^, ad Welli<&^s^lyip{atefiK^< ^f 
mankmdi; ifnU pdsso^ed'^^ najiii^arkiit and 

4iSip^fetit -donfliticlil .«f Makt^^liisrtiry^'th^^^ 
it tniy p{r(k:%6d -from victt* 'biiri foUy^ ^«eejM(ito I be 
^fhebdly nleliUs Ifabt csmbrciiflreeG tteermdeKfuaL dm^ 
tiibuti6^'df "pmpett^. The dUigefttimeclto^ 
md the i^kyfdl «^rtigt, i;(rho^ifiriF6!qbtam!6d:l¥>i»haie 
in tte diVi^ri dC'the ekhh, mceiM*€bTol««tary 
tax from thd |K5$iegsots of kMttd ; . j«ti4 the Wet 
are promoted, by a iteftte of iMewit, to iittptove 
thosfe estates^ ^th -whase prodtiee )they iii%y put* 
chase additibtl^l pleii^es.-- This Lape?tbo^,,« the 
particular efFefcts (jf Whieh'arc^fidtm^ftY^y/Spci- 
ety, acted with much more diffusive ;ieij^gy in 
the Rbman Wodd* ' The provinoes. would ^Qon 
have beeil isxhatisited of their Wealths /if . tihe 
manufactures and commerce of luxury had not 
insensibly restored to the industrious subjects, the 
sums which were exacted fromtb^ml^af tf^aims 
• ■•':'[:'-'[ '\ / G4 y ;■';••"■; "' and 
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c*n 9.'kau^mnm/^ %r iiai8K03j^pieft|^«fie'circuia. 

l«it<^ifli|c^i(k^JlAife (pilot tvliiob: 'iheyirebeurediiln 
msle&^'i^idca^iitSBfi oiOBiah^if*. -Wham 
wife IM^d^i»%1^i d«iii«id-ife» Bab^rioitiatii^JMu^ 

-• bbo ffSaSi ^iim ki»j^--&ti ^w^ A)rabiii 'tod £A(4ia. 

fifek;. ' fi^r-tM'jpeliodki^ ^ssistanc«'^^{he -M(»ti- 
sbbfis, 'iKey tttiv€#fcd^*fte ocean' invaboirt fkiy 
4&f¥. '^e-cd^^<if MalabaSr, or <t1le isl&xd df 
G^lonf, was the visual term of their navigation, 
and it was in those markets that the merchants 

from 

* Tacit. Germania, c. 45. Phn. Hist. Nat. xxxvm. 11. The 
lat^t5l&el^^,'^fth*d<rt^'mi^ tliat fe*ef> fishjoti liirdnot 
y^l'i^MWt^itiViiffdt^T^t.' 2<^ro sent a Heiilan kftight to 
pQi^^fe^e^t^ttantites ^U^ttiespbt where it%a§ ]^odufbed j i^Ire 
coaSt5bfW<»*f?^PW*H^."^'^ -■* l-v/- • ■ ; ;^ ;;^-^ [■' ;;•.'■ 

t Called Taprobana by the RtJAafli, ^ntf Sdrendib by the A- 
nibs. It was discovered under the reign of Claudius, and gradu- 
ally became tke principal matt of the East. 
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OF THE ItCnfAN EMPIItE; |^ 

from the mQPp :TfW$f^amtfS9i fS Asia expected c « a K 

P0i^:flil<^^¥;^<^IS«9>#li:jSl§Hb|l¥bi^ Sea 
to the Nile, and had descended that river .^ £ur 

thftc^^erii^f j^ilfitieswire ^^liqTBiefflJJigcaftjftf ori- 

p9«$|dg||Qwhi^l«a$r<e^tif«^^ IMlfei#e^%iB va- 

■vrbiqb th^iftgxhiiaimi^ f^&lfifat/(f^#^ the 

c9iABiD8(i.iiV:ni)igioii$vWQnliq> jifidiyifibfilffl^ of 
ftisaiSls. , • 'Pi6<iab{RU> and2nid«i;>6th«)V(^^tge was 
reHWodkdsOit^thdhs^t <ijBeiedil^f«$^6ob^l the 
fUsU&f^^mMutmi^mmaimU^fmi^^B few 

^ifetep. i,n4s itte? nftti\B^oif 44^|;iA«ii4 I^^ were qm m 

«feitfe*iinffi89Vo^H«Btiy,i«lF^»ifinuA9i«i4© ^ the 
S<9»«IP& i«EM.|h^.9riftp^ if p^tf^iloi^mtiVL' 
ai^irof coosamcroe- It wa5iaii<?9ipBib»iu^orthy 

qf, ^EEMUe j^aiaments* tJN i«e^^3of];tj|ie state 

.;•,.•,■;_!. %.,:; •;;.»■:.■ ■ , :•:• li^-i/ sn .-^v -i-n- was 

» Pliit.-Hi3t. Natur. 1. vi. Stratw, 1. xvii. 

t Hist. August, p. 934. A silk gaiment was considered as an 
ornament to a woman, but as a disgrace to a man. 

-tT 5i ■a:--,:- ',-; '-•"?.: '^ ■■.; v ,,■..•.>■••. ,^-» • 
,iJ'T«ft'?Kp €K*5* p«a»l fisheries . were .the iP3^»e ^^t present* 
QraftM* fi»fi6i€pn?orin. , .4$ w#.^ me «ian winjjsji ancient 
iiMl^.«SMflr«eepgraiJi3r,^niewa«3«jK>U«!4 ipr}^ ^ji^BioAds from 
the mine of Jumelpur,in Bengal, which i$.aesi^tk|4i^1he Voy* 
agesdp,T^v|mier,tp,,4i.p,,S!||^ ,«, v.' Mi^do^qnT J. 'J ' 
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#• THE IttCmSLimDyUlii 

^ ~* ^tsafeer^rfln ii«|imiti3«i kttriMutDrimjfi temper, 

krooflaig x)5nir Ihei /dauiii prospect of- a^>^oac)iing 
jpovdrty* / ' And .yetifcfwe lawnpare Ac propertion 
faiitwfem gplikisd^ sArex as: k stood ill thititinte of 
Pfiiiy, vanad as it iwrai fixed ii> the tci^iof Cm^ 
stantine, sw. shril diftcovw wtt^t^hal/.p^ri^d tt 

IfeiKCnraswifeidr 'suppose tbsil gold waiiobw»mc 
Mons^i^eatce ^ ^ it is therefoore evident that sihreir wi^ 
gnri^itfitios^ common ; that whatever \aniglit be 
the U»tiafK| ef <fcheJndiaa md Arabian expocte, 
they were far from exhaustiftg the weeltfe <tf ^Jie 
/^ Kosnan. iwodd ; M and that the produ<;eL^'!the 
iriino^ aNtn^tou^ supplied the di»tiayw4$ oi^-^ffmr 

'NotVriflistan<Uog the propensity of . tpaakiij^ 
tocexalt tl|e pastf slnd to dispfeciat^e' the present, 
the tianqtiiL and prosperous state of the e^npi^t 
was warmly fettt atid honestly confessed, by the 
pmvidcials « well as Romans. " They acknow^ 
o«wi *♦ Tlodgfed that the true pnnoiples of social life ^ Iaw», 
.^;agriaultUKe; md science, which had been fir^t 
*f inyent0d' by th^ wisdom of Athens, were iiow 
''^ firmly e^ablished by the power of Rome, 
/ :! V "under 

* Tacju Spinal, iii. 52. In a speech of Tiberius. 

f iPlin. Hiktl Natur. xii. 18. In another place he computes 
half ^hat siim ; Gtuingenties H. S. for India exclusive of Arabia. 

t T'li^^ proportion which was 1 to 10, and 12^, rose to 14J, the 
leg;al regulation of Constanine. See Arbuthriot's Tables of ahcient 
Coins, c.vl 
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OF TOVKcfUtMimsamiL iir ^i 

•* Qieot and ccRumon langcngeii nUttyi^jflSnn; * - •" 

«< :toat£i^4noreasmgiiq>ktedo]Dfif Avic^^ 
•* beanrtifiil jfiice of tte c^untvy, :)aA;iydt!dd:)ftQ4 
«' axloiti^ like on immensfc ^;ardM<;^.^ md^^/tki 
*' lotig fe^val of ^aee^ V^fakbivis Agoyad;!^ 
^* io ^niany nittioM, fc»^giet£ul of ' thdr ^ancomt 
** animosities, and delivered froin thi^Appceliefi<' 
** ^sion of ^future danger v*/' Whabwer. suspi; 
ct^ns may be suggested by th& air of r j^h^mic 
and idedamation, which seems iKPFpre^miriartlme 
passages/ 4;he substance of them'^ {leiiedily^ 
greefible to hislOTic truth. . : ir - v// 7.;!^ 

■» It Was stai-cely possible tlmt the dye^^fcefitcBtt- necitoebf 
poraries shbuM discover in the pu%*ic 'f eJteitgnthe ^^^"'"^^ 
latent causes of decay and corruption. Thisiong 
peace; antt the unifottti goiremmettt €tf the Ro- 
mans, inti'dduced a slow and secret poi^bnimd 
the vitals of the empire. Thfe minds of m«ft 
^re gradually reduced to the. same level, die 
fire of genius was extinguished, and even the mfc- 
Ktary spirit evaporated. The natives of Europe 
were brave' and robust. Sp^.^i^; Gauli Bw;tain, 
andHlyricum, suppli^ the legioitt with 4B5idel- 
lent Sbldiers-^ and cbnstituted the rfeal"strchglife of 
the monarchy. Their personal valour remained, 
but they no loqger possessed that public courage 
wfeieh is -nourished by the love of ind^n* 

'/"■.."■' ' . * ' ■ ' '"-' ''"' '-derttec. 

* Among many other passages, see Pliny, (Hist. Natar.iii.5.) 
Aristides, (de Urbti Boma^) and Tcrtulliani (de Anima, c. 30.) 
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9» TBmjjBtBGixm.Am fall 

^ ' ' :««lHlA«lt[l«ldsiwfHBilws Sem ^ ^«8lbfif2tfc«ir 

,«riBii:^oasg^2irI/i;hBiqiQite6f|riii0£nthsiv bfddest 
fcAta iJ j yu i qpiitaite«b«dthvt)^7jsnk}A£qciiiBcsis 

tl»\naM>iuMi0fnsitnfa(iUioftiBfikoniid^ 
•rrtistftr&rjdrhtoMno^Haiter i^uitincltjzM'.t'Viwgil 

ir.(j;;r:i. n"; i'"'::; :!;< y<i L'rs-- i., ,■••,•■■.,; ;. .' . •, 

-nti %ffl4!^j^*!iP*')?»iSf''^h% smJjjsfc Polemo above eigjit.tjioiv 
Sana i«i>ands RrTBree a§clSmatiofts.' ' See Philostrat, l.'l. -p. ss^. 

drachmsy beWeen three and f9ur1iundred poun^ a jrear. Simi- 
lsc^>di£uisi^ffiM^^^ Yor^tt^ 4n ^ otKer ^eat-dties of^the^^iiK 

r'!gtlSt^49Mf »?^*»¥fi^ttP!?-?^jfc «^^«^ ^^* Pt^lostrat. 
11. p.ll66. Htft; August, p. 31. JQion Cassius, 1. Ix^i. p. 11 95* 
^^mPMH^lfil a«ld#^^^,'^hit%^]n eVetfy li&t tatrays 

• ' ' i,Tr-^ JigrjMifs, circQmspicit et agitat vos, 
]|iratenani4ue sibi Ducis indulgentia quacrit. 



Sat. vii. 30* 
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weie^i«<^sfilH^QftiJ^^ «bl|3G«diik§9^4^ c » a p. 
esfee^ ld»{inikua^de:^&)9:iad,Ilhi& 

transmitted with blind def&^iSis^tpLliOck^ 
T&^(bcpl# 4i|e<(ilesi< M^^iio€iR^pi ptecfcrdid^fiiiery 
gk^Sid^^aii^^ «»tesietcitePtliftq^^ oDiiasq' 

ti^ 4f tli^^poit^ Md ^mtoK^I&stndb^ef |{aaiffii% 

93}tr/jiifitiisdi£rr oiiiBcaii^fidennubd^ac^adliiriri^ 
-Sgm^ thasetlioo&ls; 4dic^x deviM^mtf<^di^JMtni 
liih^qfil^i^o^^se^sa 4^d ])to|i»ib^j^^OKiti]|?t)tu 

jpfiMi^^^'&fliSr^a i^ng;ibpt>s@^ib^tidltel^ 

efiSKd forth thf? genius of Europe. But -the pro- 
vincials of Rome, trained by an uniform artificial 
§3[tyi^^eatu&tio^, \^ete ai^d;:^^^^^ un- 
4^^T<;otnpetitiq»i with those bdMiJimoMirK^ 
^Si,^Bl^^^'*eir;^^^^^ f^^K^^^^tll^l^c^^ 

ftoftQj^; \t3^lip riap^ <il cBpet W2fs;^p9^;j^^^ 




tors,'ltofcfeh^ 'th€ fece 6f lie^Ailf%]^^8a^toy^^ 



cline of genius \tras sbbn foHd^ea^BV^^ftrrarrup- 
tion of taste. 



The 
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T%e sabCme Longinus, who in somewhat t 
ktor period^ and in the court of a Syrian queen^ 
preserved the spffii of l^A^cidbOAthens, observes 
and laments this degeneracy of his contemponu 
«iasj\'wjtt«i^^diefaa2^^4heit* ^nUmbnti, ' fsaerrated 
their couragei^widvdi^es^ed^ th<i^t talents. ^* In 
* thi^ same manner^' ^ says he, " as some children 

' ""^ *^ aJtrays* ithx&i pigmies, whose inA^nt Hiibs 
' ••'liairc been' too closdy confthed j thus our tcn^ 

}.' <» Y " ^^^ minds,' fettered by the prejudices' and Iha^* 
» ^:"i<io.rt «« bits of a just servitude, are unable to expand 
" thcmsielyes, or to attain that well-proportioned 
^ grcatiiBss which, we admire in the ancients j 
'* Whi^j nyirig under a popular government, wrote 
** TOfh 6ie same freedom- as they acted *.'* This 
^inmi^^ye* stature of mankind, if we pursue the 
metaphor^^^ daily sinking below" the ol^ 

Irtandartf^'^ and the Roman world was indeed 
peopjcd^ ^y ' a race of pigmies j when the ficrqe 
giants of the north broke in^ and mended the 
puny 'breed. They restored a manly spirit of 
freedom ; and after the rovolutibn of ten centu- 
ries, freedom became the happy parent of tfete 
and science^ 

vnitwjiP I ^^ I^l^m^ %&^^blim. C. 43. p, 229. edit. Tolt fiere too we 
* nit A !o B^ai^ay qf't.onglnus, "Ins own example >ltengthetiS ali hn 

Qcss, hefiiTj^umajtps them %MXh the most guarded caution ; putjr 
Wkm mo tbe n^uth of a- friend,' and, ^s feir ai we ca»cbHect 
l^<lmJSJC6ri^pediwiti. makfis,-a siww bf rrfUti^g t3^c»v,tims^li^ 

';.;.-% :J> h''..7v '!:u:- .^' '; :. ': : -..;. ; -/: ,:::ijr,i. .•. 

. .,>.;; '-L-y.^.-. , . ■■■■ ♦/■•- ■: . ..r:: .- 

r-'i-'.i'i's.ul '<A.:^ '-\'\ ;.:. i.'/.- .:.::■:.'. 
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'■ i " '••)« ori • c'onlra.'.I ^im\^du?- in-T ' > ■ 

•* * _* * * 

' 4g& of ibeuf^9lm^Snf)^ • <■ . ..-r'* 

THIl abvious defimtion of a4nQiJ!M:al^ $(&cinfi c h a p. 
. ta bc^ that of a atate^in whi9h 3v wigle |j«k- in. 
spft, by whatsoever nanae he may be di^tinguisii- ' 
cd, is entrusted with the execution of the laws, 
the management of the revenue, and the coia- 
mand of the army. But, unless public liberty is 
protected by intrepid and vigilant guardians, the 
authority pf so formidable a magistrate wiU soon 
degenerat^e* inio despotism- The influence ©if the 
clergy, ^ in an age pf superstition, might be use- 
fully employed to asscFt the rights of isankind; 
but 30 ij^^mate is. the eonnectioa betwf;en the • 
throne and the altar^ tha^t the banner of the church 
has very seldom been seen ioa the side, of the 
people. A martial nobility and stubborn cottixnons, 
possessed of arms, tenaqio^ of property, and col- 
lected into eonstitutiomal assemblies form thp 
only balance capable of preserving a j&ee consti- 
tution agauist enterprises of an aspiring prince* 
1 Every barrier pf the Roman constit^ution' had sitMti«i 
b^esa levdled by the vast ambitioBiif/tke IJio- ^"^^ 
tator J every fence had beep, extirpated by .1.he 
creel hand of the Triumvir, j^tetthe sdetory 
of Actium, the fate of the Rpman world depend- 
ed on the will of Octaviaaus, surnamed Caesar, 
by his uncle's adoption, and afterwards Augustus, 

by 
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^ JlttlVKK^AMPtFAIX 

QfHft 9if t|M^«)iii^f|li9i«i liabituMed, during twen- 
*f 7ltf«|»i»vtt w«r, .t(ihtv<»f act of bloo^ftnd vi<V 
ka«M^:Mdftfl9sw to the house of 

CSwHf » itssfk wJif iifPCr (Utm they bad received, and 
^«;p8ctedtil^4aQfilt Uyiok rewards. The provinces, 
lo9g QiWf9«^ by the xmnis^r« af the r^ubUc, 
^h^ . m t^ gavepiinem of a singk person, 
>(rho w^d he the master, not the accomplice, (^ 
thpsC; po^y; tymnts. The peopk of Rox^e, view^ 
jngk withi* secret pteasuye, the humiliation of the 
9^PcnK0^f d^en^anded only bread and public 
shows i. w4 weiie supplied with both by the libe-. 
n4 l|md,,i9f A^lg^tus. The rich and polite 
ItaliM^, whD had almost universally embraced 
thepbil^spphy of £picurus, enjoyed the presenjt 
blesso^ i^ eas^ and tranquillity, stnd suffered 
not the pleasing dream to be interrupted by the 
nc^m^ of their oM tumubuoys freedom. With 
its po!i¥er, th(^ senate had lost its dignity ; many 
of the most noble families were extinct. The 
republicans of spirit and ability had perished in 
the field of little, or in the proscription. The 
door of ^ ^4$sembly had been designedly left 
open^ fbor a mixed multitude of more thmi a 
thousand p^osons, who reflected disgrace upon 
their rank, instead «f deriving honour from it. f 
. ; The 

* Orostii9, vi. 18. 

t Jtilius Cssar introdaoed soldiers, straagers, and half barba- 
riansy^into the senate. (Sueton. in Caesar, c. 77. 80.) The abuse 
becam stUl mwe scandatoos after his deaths 
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' of i^iLMi^^MVBiE. ^ 

The X€fo«i»tiott^^^^ *tlSi" ^s^lte«>^ mk '«r (^rf ^^ p. 
the fim $tejp6 in wliic^]| (A.^uifet*^«dcl>^ia^ iMf tft'. 
tyrant, and ptofa^M^ hiiniliAr'^ f^^'^^^ 

country. .He was^ eiecfcil-<*«il«#f^to«li^ i» tmi ^;^* 
cert with his falthfal AgritjW, - he^ ik^W*ted ^tllfc "^ *' 
list of the senators, ^UhA a ^^tftf'^U^jefy^, 
vrhos^ vices or whpse obs*ili5K5y*te^<ii9?c4 fe |niWi<i 
example, perstwwJed near tw0*hi«M*?cjd- 1^ preiiwit 
the shdm^e of an expulsion by 9 yoluftta^y retreftt, 
raisied^hi? qnalification of a sestot^ -to about tea 
thoiisand pounds, created a sufl^ierit'nutnber dT 
Patrigian femiKes, and accepted for' hiniself tlife 
honourable title of Prince o# ihe ^SeiJ&te,' 'Whifch 
had always been bestowed, by the <kns<H«/ brtlhfe 
citizen the most eminent for his ItefloarS affid-ser* 
. vices ^. But whilst he thus t^dW^^h4^«^Af , . 
he destroyed the independence, • df rtiei^te. 
The principles of a free coifetitutidn at4 iVf*6^ 
Verabiy l6st, when the kgisiaftve pbvt'er ^iionlil 
nated by the executive;^ ' ,..,, ...^ ; . , 

Before an assembly <Sms modelled and pre- Reiig:n8i»» 
pared, Augustus proriouniad' a' ^tiidledbfati on, pow^, 
which ^isplliyed*hi< patriotism, and disguised hi« 
ambition. ^* He lamented, yet excused, his pasl 
*♦ conduct. Filial piety^ had required at his 
^* »hatKis trhe rfeveng^ of his felher's murder ; the 
♦* hurmanity of his own? nal^re had sometimes 
** giveaway to 4he' stem vkws .rf^neccsiify, and 
V to a* forctd'«Mlne<^oti .with itfw^unw©«?riiy col- 
•* teagues : as long as Antony Uved, the republic 

Vol. I. H ' ^'- ' '" %rbad 



Dion Cassius, I. il:. p. (^9'. "■ Sttctctimim AUgusf. cV jfs. 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 im'mstiimQ&jmitAm 

'*mmtTki'wm'kiM€'ait vks^nt^-^mnh he 

iJITit*" t^s had'^sS^ted ^t t!Hs iass^Wyy trf'rfisdtiW "tMb 
■^^•^ varimis^Molff<iHB of- the -senate ;' thbye^liat #«^ 

title 01 If i ' I • 

bnpemror ihtpp^sM&l^iM tihbse^'tliat ^i^ affetit^a.^'^lt ^2ii 
''"^- (Mi^^ote "ilPmaf tilt- ^inwaty^ 6f -'Atlgtisftii'^^ 

tB^^n?^o ^i^f^iSt -it;" Was stiH tddtt Ma^o^lxi. 

The respective advantages of monarchy and u re- 
^:l 0\k mWmk^ ^^dWfdea ^sptcidative ^ihquii^^ ; 

cibtt^'tioii'' pt 4fea^^ and the lic^ht*"df'lHe 
lOTdiCT^i' ^ppliei liew ar^jumeiits to the s^idvb- 
cklfes df 'itronarchy y and these general* viei^& of 
^bvitfm^ilt'Wei-e again walrped' by the hopes and 
tears of e^ch individual. Amidst this confusion 
. of sentiments, the answer of the senate was nna- 
liimous' And decisive. They refused to actept tii6 
res^jgn^f ion *of Augustus ^^t cohjUted him not 
to desert th6 republic 'which he faad saved. 
Aiti^r ^'decent iresistaince; the crafty tyrant siib- 
niit1:ed to the orders of the senate, and consented 
to- r^9ejy*.q^h^R^Pffl^e;?t of .^^ .prpyiflces. 



* Dion (1. liii. p.,698.) gives us a prolix and bombast speech 
on this great occasion. I have borrowed from Suetonius and 
Tacitus the general langtiage of Augustus. 
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Of Tlifi I^Oftf AH^MflRB. 99 

«iidlIi«aBtoer^KQ9l»nft8irl^|h6}R/»W»\.F^»«»' chap. 

would no longer,ir^v^,tJi^^^fg;^j:5^^jg^^e)t3;»^ 

m^^dPhei^^ '■ <mi^f reRfat# im^T^t, ^^ 
%fr ?Ees,0f ;tbp empire^ hy. Oi^ »Bgufe52.BpP 

^^tii;i^J9i^ J|^^. ,geii?r4 of the, ]^m?iQgj^pnies gtasau. 
iHS**; "SJ^yi^! ^4 exercise . «flL witj^pi^ .^ihost 
d^g^itjjflvp? the, soldiers,, the eijwgi^Jii^ and the 
^Hbj^cjts,; c^ the. .rejpub^io. With .jq^g^^ ',tP the 
?$Pf>^#% J5^^8^W :^ #ef^,h^, ,^y^, from 
the ^awi^t ^^* PC ■'^"^^» . giypP^ W4y tp tjhe hopes 
of conques!;, 3flid, ^ j^st sense^ pf miUtary discipline. 
XV* dictatcff, pr ponsul, had a right to .cprnmand 
th? service, pf the Roman yputli ;. aftd to pimish 
aji opstin^^e Qf cowai:aly disob^dipf^ce^ by the 
inpst 5^ver^ a^ ignomiijiQuspenaJu^,, by strike 

/c'-^i\ % ::' ^- -^? ' .V ' ^S 

♦ 'ihpet^tiff' (from which -^^e have tierived Emperor) signified 
under the republic no more than generaly aiid was emphatically 
bestowed by the soldiers, Mrhen on the field of ba^le they pro- 
claimed their victorious leader worthy of that title. When the 
Roman emperors assumed it in that sense, they placed it aftct 
their name, and marked hoW often they had taken it- 

t Dion, 1. liii* p. 703, &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



%6o IHeiltllOlLBIB^AKS TAIX 

c It A p; mg ibhbfTirf5raaeriaDiu*#illBa ^i^SudArJ&nk^ by 
lit. -eot^idcalOig h£sii{lin{tea$, knebbjp nllii^iii5:^et&. 

* ^ ■■' ^n>int(K st^rOTy#ydTirc;«o6tf$aored>tightt.of 
^eGdctB^itxttifif m^by; thd )F(n*cian and.*Seitipi:^ 
tiianikmsi 'wbr&)mis^eiided''by.tbe mdj^y ^n>- 

, ^a^icmem.)>IBit ahis icamp the * gdoer^ ekeicflied 

an abjdlute' piowBr of Kfe and death ; his jn^ 
iisdictidn isas not confined by anyforaMs of trial, 
jDt tulesi of :pi30cceding, and the eXfecutiott dE 
ihe sfijotekice wds immediate and- without ap*- 
pealf. The choice of the enexniesof Rome wa^ 
iregularlyr/dccided by the legislative authority. 
The most important resolutions of peace andiirair 
^ 5i^cra(s^rioTflsly debated in the senate, and solemn- 
ly xalifiedL by the people. But when the arms of 
tiae ttegiottd •were carried to a great disttocc from 
Italy, lift generals assumed the liberty of direfcr- 
ing th(»li against whatever people, and in *what- 
ttter mannir, tiiey judged most advantagtious fot 
tlie public ser^ce. It was fmm the success, ntft 
fifamth^jvistici of ttoeir enterprises, that they ex- 
pected the honours of a triumph* In the use 
of victory, especially after they were no longer 
controlled by tlie 'commissioners of the senate, 
they 'exercised th€ most unbounded despotism. 
When Portipey fcomiaanded in the east, he re- 
warded his soldiers andvallies, dethroned princes, 

divided 




^-_. jijii-'. 
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QP. THCmCaniiDIHEIRK 191 

«ii8te tod ^peoplr; HM : ufiiikiBal iimi£u3akk»i df 

the sddsecst 03rI sDvwtliri eosmids <DfiRome, irisc^ 
was okher granted to^ or assumed bjv ibe gensr 
raJs of the republic. ^Hiey weie^ j«t ithd ^kme 
tixne^ the govenaots, or mther tnojiaitchs^i^f the 
conquemd powinces, wiited the civil with the 
nalilacy character, administered justice as well qs 
the finances, - asid ^s^r^si^ed both the eski^cvidsrc and 
legidative power Df the state. vmu . I' 

From^what. has been already^obierp^^nithe licwten- 
&st chapter of this work, aopte^notidni^iniaj i;^ ^^r. 
fwrned of t^afioies and piorinoes*.tbu8.iol!ru^ 
iod to the riding hand of Ajugmtusv Bitt as ijb 
imBd imipofiAible ttot be ^could p$rsona%4kiQ!9tr« 
mBx^^hgnws of so many distant. fomtidn, im 
was indulged by the senate^ as Poaapsy^ha^ aiD* 
iready been* w the periniewtex x)f :>deTphfing thfc 
execution of bis great office mx a suHIcient nuna.- 
ber of lieutenants. In rsu^k and ai^thoiity these 
officers seenied not iafeiipr to the ancient pror 
<:onsuIs ; biit thear istati^n was dependent and 
precarious. They receiyed and h«^ditheir€©ift- 
Hs mLssions 

* By the lavish bat unconstrained sixffrages of the pw^te, Pom- 
pey had obtained a military ^jmipand scarcely in^or to th^t q£ 
Augustas. Among the extiwdin?ry acts ofyowkT executed by 
the* fc^vmer, we may temark the foundation oftwenty-nine ciUes, 
^fid the distribution of three, or fowr milhons sterJing to his 
troops. The rr.tification of his acts met with ^^me opposition ^ 

and dehys in the senate. See Piatarch, Appiiin, Dion Cassius, 
and the first book of the epistles to Atticus. 
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c H A F. mAA tKitog? i^h^M^WU^ mpi- 

weir'i mmr^"iklMea'' '(iy^t ali tlie'CWttJuclsts 
of Uoine^ ^V was ioltte sitiyfecdottr toilt^eif.'W ' 
tRH senaC'fii?(t'fe"alWa^s delegated His ^vki'i€ 
tfie memiei^ of thtiir^od^- Thelihplfetfel'lietii- 
tenants were b^cotisular or pi^tori^ d%nity ; ~tKb 
legions'^were Vonirhaiided by sdiattorfe; *ftd-lhe 
prefectu^'of fegyOt Was the otily^itnjtotfeJit Vtm 
committed fe a Komaft knight. 

Within six ^dSysyief Augu^ils hadbfeen'e(iiri- 

^f ||0]|df(i'#c^Jrso< Vety litiferal u ^tf/he tedl. 

«.t;*twfe«''4Jto^gtatitytjie pnde of the senate *y to easy 
^t^^sao^'^ce: ^'f e r#eserited iJd t^^^^ 

"-: "i":e&|ertiTs pfe, ^ eveh beyoid^^lA^-tfi^tVie ^ 
IwhicS agS^th&iequired by the melanchdly coh- 
fiupn^'lo the'rimes." *tiey Sad hot>ermkt«r 
him to reFusV Me " Jkbofloiis cotiiiiiand' of the ari 
mies and the fr^tiiiefs"; but he miist'insiA-dn 
being allowed to restore the rabre peacfefel^d 
secure provinces, ;\6"*^ tnild "adiifthlistTdtiott df 
the civil mkgistfat^. ' Itt the diTWion of the- f)r&- 
iarie%s,''AugqsinK pwmd^ for his o\VP powes. 



b'jjanc nc 



u- * 1* 



inj r." 



* Under the comntcniWyalihi a ffiijtfftpSaftflil. <)!%*»»)»"*«* 
b« t)h8^e»aW&.»flfQ Mra? authprised to take the Auspices j»;hi^ 
nfmlof^e people.' Bv iri exact toftseqoehce drawWIKMtt^his 
,plft*M« erf po^oj ipid^BfigJoa, tl^.ttiuinfib was xes^^^aciJhe 
imneror* and Bis most successful lieutenants were satisfied with 
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g^lff rp^fjj, ^ 9\^stoi?i,w^ introduced, that tHeneAV 
CG^i)^ bj^Pi^g^ to the Imperial j)ohioni and. 
ittiwr^ e9fa»,dji^pyered, th^t the autlj^ritj^ ^^}^^ 



h nirftiY/ ^ ^ 



Prince, the Favourite epithet of .Augustus, was^ 
th^i9W^4?>i?Wi7 p^rt of theem^^re^.^ ^^^^ 

g^15gs,.pl^t^ned^^ important pi>vileee. 



r<|fl^^>i^.ma?$w of Rome and if^y^ytfl; {^^^ 
d^jigecoufi j^qeptioii to the ancient mp|im§i' |^^ 
W^:JLVth(>ri;^fd.to preserve his itoititar;^ <:dtti * 



d, .smpi??;ted h^ a. p^me^ous l?ody of guards. 
i^Ti t^jW;,9if.,pj?^ce, Z^aR^lp t|^p he^rt of the' 



nWPd, 

c^git^V., Hif con^majad, indeed^ was confined to' 
tl^ggp :citiz,eqs who w^re engaged in the service 
l^.t^ miliary oath ; but sue Ji was the propen- 
sity ^f ,.|he Roman servit^de, that the path \\z^ 
\(ilimt%n\y taken by the;;fl;^)sjtf;ates,. t)^e se^^^^ 
t(W9# and the equestrian order, till the homage of 
flattery was insensibly converted into an annual 
a^'sdeflin protestation ©f^ldelity^ . . f, ,.,;,, ry . 
;;jlitH6ugli .Augustus gonsidere^ a T)3|ilteafy^f(>*ce conaJar 
a^'/the fitttttt folindation, he-Wistly rejeetedn^^ as i ^uto^^' 
avejiy odiou& in^una^pt of gover#ij^^^^^^^ 
more agreeable tp hiS t^iWpefr, as'W«^^HS^ to^hi^ 
H 4 • policy, 
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2M ^WKtmwmit^Mim^tAm 

^)pe ;j}^Hi«)|ia*r*l>4W|d irib*Bitiaij oflScesif^ 'iptWcA 

;gtt«<i«^fs.: ^.rThft.c^sia^ had sui^e<e<ied^.tQ >tite 
jdi^ ^tl^imifi find jrepresented the ^digititjr^ 
ti^e ^^^afe?^j Tbuy: siflperiawad^d? *]^ eetefitoaks 
0? wjigwne l»vj6d and comcftattd^d,/tbe;itgioi«, 
«»^ *»^inp^ .to %^i^ ambassRd^ir w)d ftfte- 
^idq4,rfi>,»|^;assembbe» bpt|i of th^. fi^te artd 
PS9I^Tj5i '5h5'general;c<^fc4 of tWfii|^c«s w» 
inlxua^ed t9;jLb^ care ;- mi though j^yrseldOTa 
!had |«,i^i^^ ia^Qt^^n, tfa#7 

j^asfety .qI" tht .^p4m5j(nw(^tb,^hq^nwa^t jrai«f?fj J^jr 
that U^rop .abQve.the laws, and.;^<ei?qisftd* jip 
A?, defence oS JjtlMBrtj^ a toiipoxary d^pd(^% J. 

.'• /:. V '^;:'*:j :::':' ' .■ ;■— • • - (^ ...^^J^. 

* Cicero (de Legibus, iii, 3,) gives tlie consular office the nam^ 
'^Bi>^ ^es^i^MJP^^Uns [L\u c. 3.) o^^ves tjiree pdiv^s 
^ifiiJjj^Boi»aiicfljistit,i^ifioo» : The ■ nwxn^rcl^ical waS: n^jw^iijt^ 
^n* exercikd t)5? the Cbhsuls; 

t-Wa^*ll8^'^)ft9ea]iki»ri |»0W <<Jretihct front tfte^fiual^fek?) 

'ms first invented for the dictator Caesar^ (Qmn, 1, xtiv, p^ 3^4.) , 
^^^ may easily conceive, that it was given as a reward for having 

so nobly asserted, by arms, the sacred rights of the tribunes and 
tpegj^ ,r g^hifH^)pn,^Offi»^tari©s, dtj^elU Civil. I. i, ,.,.,, 
;- v^.il!A@w»tiM^^^Tdi$edi^iAe sanaal consulships without inter- 

mj^^m^h fib^iien^fno** itttfplly refused thstt nwgistracy, as wdl 
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OF tm ikCMaat>mEmaL i« ^ 

The dum«ttM49&thit|lilHllili «l>;><iS»fc^Bl9Ki«» ohkt. 

jic',s^bsi3£B/th^'4Mgdrdiad»i]i^tftiU^^ eft 

tber lifae coiiMl or th^ t)?ibtMe idight^^di^^i^ IT^iHk 
their' )fi|g|>edti¥e i jutifei^tio^, ^ ^Mid 4WU[nii;h<^% 

expired i?rit!h- thfe'yfeft*i* which they WerJ ddstefl';; 
tt^ 'foWft^r <)ffice ^«8 ! dWid*d'' 'ba^*^c* '^:wd, ^ thfe 

private 'ftn<4^^\iblie %"ttrest: they^^wdrtf^^avfei^Kii 
m&ti'^ otlitv; theif mutual mffliku^ ^*!6nt'fiftut^, 
Sk the mbst pm to.«t¥6n^ftferi'^ifetiieP^ 
afesti*Ff the -Mtoce; bf th<^ "^aSiftUfiotef, i iStft 
Wheti ithe^^oflsttkr aiW tiibuiiiti^ ptfi^s ^rb 
toit^d, wl^n^ they were -vested' fibr^tifeiriksift-gfe 
^p^8on, when the general of the army was, at 
the same time, the minister pf the <3^n^te an^ jhe 
'i^pneseutative of the RomciaMpeopleJ it wa^svim* 
pfosiSiblef tb'tesist the fe^^^tis^e, hiti^^f it 'tfL$f'i^ 
r dfffin/e tbeJiimits,^ of hie Imperial pi)e«og»ti:f!e^ 

as the dicfatorsKIp, al)s^ritcd^hfmsdf !&<>^ Born«*;'aft -w'aktd tffl 
.th«fa2al'«frifct5 ^* tumult aadi iinsuoiifolx^ctthe^simM^^ 

49e63or$, aj^ectcdy however, to cosice^ vso invidious a title^ 
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P««lfoia«idSbei#r?t.,WiMStcr» <4" 4he iW|»bIift. 

foS:^)i^sm<p(-^sim, to.enlar^e tlii^;Ww4?I* 
Qlrift«l»$5:i!tpT6»^y *be rpv^u* at 4lk»^r4«T;( 

tgof ; and by a most comprehensive ckuse, they 
were empowered to executie whatsoever they 
shAuUt ijiidge. advs^it^g^QUB to-the-ecafare, 3i»i 

ag^eeal^e ;^ttii , the " majesty of tjiings private py, . 

ii IWHils^ OT'i^ne- *>■ 

:o ,ir'.w *J^yajf^^^9 powers, of executive go** 
v^:iffle|llf ^eii^'teftitrtttted to the Imperial masts-, 
tisatt^ii^ oiadiijiaT^<iBa^strates of the conmion*' . 
yr^m l^flgl^^^ci^il^VbJjsfui^ly, -v^itliout vigpijr, 
«:^2ab»ostrf]H«th(M)t busij^ss. Th» sanies t|nd 

,'■' .»)6X9 bnB (JiiKiiq -,1 • . .■ . ^ftttt^' 

.■r.f'-T'E bnc ,tfifio •'■ ■ .. ■',;•■ - "'fr 

* See a fbgment of a Decree of the Senate, co*ftrrii^«!)n;tht*^< 
emperor Vespasian, all the powers granted to his predecessors, 
Augustus, Tiberius, and Claudius. This curious and important 
monoment is published in Gaiter's inscriptions. No. ccxlii. 
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OF i»&Wtm^SmSm&ii^^ trfif 



speetj^ii ^^ ^^nfi^, ^dbjr(ft)ndiiSiJ^'%^^^<> 

thbugh inv^ed fof* life wM^tlfii^^Wefrf^*^^ 
cdti^sh^, ftt(}uetitly aspited )^ t^ti^e" 6f ^faM<^ 
am^^ai dignhyV wbkh tliey^ coiidlSc^de& £d^ 
shar^wieh the iitost ilte^^m^f ^^ir^fi^tb^sr 
cititbti^f: III the diectidii of ' m^sb'^^fatia/ 
the >pl^pte, 4i«mg the reigtt <tf^A«gtiWtt«n^l»r#^ 
perttlitt^d'tc^ exp^xse all the i^dd£M^sai(i^^^«' 
wild dfemotkcy. That artfol p«flfe*/^Ws«ted-^«g-^ 
dikdvtfi'itf^' the least 4ympMki''bP^iW§ifk^^ 
hrfrtMy^iblieited their s^firi^fi^*rhSmS«ff &fi^^^ 
fti^](MM sehipuioiisly |»'^<5tid^ik^hfe 4tmi9i^ 

»« IPw^'^OQls^s^ w«i>&' cx«ated on > jOte Ctfi^^ of ..|^^ 

inihe course of the year others were substitutfd in their plaq^^^ 
tin the annual number seems to have amounted ibno fe^ than' 
twelve. The praetors were usually j^ivtct^n^ f^j^fmv^ Q^Wlij* : 
in B^curs. D. ad Tacit. Annal. I. i.) 1 have not mentioned ^ ^ 
iBdiJes or (Sluaestors. CMficers ^f the^ |k)fice c* ^vetiue' €fittily " 
adapt tlji^mselv^s4;o any fqnn of go^rwnepl^, ^j^^fffM^j^ 
Nero the tribunes legally possessed tlie right ot tktercmim, 
tliofigh ]£ mi^ht be dangerous ta^etfclse'il* (Hkit. Afiia^^sniM r 
2^.) . In the tin^ qi Tr^an, it wa^ doijbtfu.l whether the tribfine- 
ship' was in office or a name. (t»lin. Epist. i. ^8;) ' '.'- ' ^'* * ^^^ '^ -''" 

^*f hetyi^ts th^nteelvef ^W€W iimbilkMS Wihii<«^i^^^^ 
TJ^t^irt^ious princes were moderate in the pursuit, and euct m 
the discharge of it. Trajan revived the ancient oath, and swore 
before the consul's tribunal, that he would oljserve the laws. (Plin» 
Paiiegorrio4je«d4<) ;.•.;.. ^r ''»., ..,,.j.^^-<i . ,^^ . 

•'K - ■'*•'!.•, 5 -' .^ , .jH/ •.': ,.1- :-/.qr'jV TOi^qfrj 
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$r^(^'tr^ii8fen»d to (he isen&te ^j Hie asisexxcblid; 

i^Urltad^i^nd perfaa|}s aadsngeied; tbeestdbltsh^ 

- ^f<>v€Wtee0ti' • . ;'■-'■ ^'' '"' '"i'' •-' 

iiitaeMte. By tJcclamig ihemselv^ the protecstors 4f tfe* 

]()^oplt»lklbi»it$ andCsesarha^dsubrvelcted the con- 

"snAifAhmbf their cduntry. But «s sidcm W the 

fenitffe had' Ihoen hombkdiaad dteatm^V ^^^ 

Mr^aifisesiUy toraidting i3f five«r uix4iundfe4 per^. 

9Qli$,Mwas finitad'a much more tra(2taMe atfd vse>- 

fiEil iositrumeftt of dominion. It wa^ im the digi 

«tylirf the senate, thAt Augustus andlfis isuccc^^ 

W3 fbofijdfed their new empire j * ai*td tfey af5 

ftfctdd, on jBinei'y occasion, to aAbpt the'fengtiagej 

afid principles of Patricians. In the administra-i 

tion of their, own powers, they frequently corit 

^ suited the great- national council; atld ^^enied to 

i>efer to its decisicwa the most iiaarportant concern* 

... of peace aad. war* Rome, Italy, and the internal 

^^fifliccsV were subject to the immediate juris- 

» dactiMi of thc^senatel With regard to civil oh* 

■r:-. '\ ...-.'..•- ■ : ' J^ts, 

. ^ jQittptifiS Magistratoum Coiiiiti is in^emset* Trfb^ cupi .caad U 
^tlsf^sU^i^birctrtbat ? suppHcabiatque more solemni. Ferebat et 

.gust, c. 56« . . , . ' - I f J 

•^tiTuhct)JirlnitiM' Comitia e campo ad patres translata smit. 
.T^pi^. J^y^^^ ^ \^}. ^Tlxe yiovdprimmi seem%«o alUyJe tp /^^nifi 
^mt 'kttj*iifi's\itcessful efforts, wliich were made towards restor- 
4|)|t them to tl^jB feople. 
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regasdto cantmitftl ^natters, a tifibitiixri^icdasialttMcd &• 
feriiiieitodiJofiaU 0flfeiicessA«?5«^ """^^"^^ 

by mca in an^ pulHtoistaeiosi^air ilsstr^iliSm^d'flK 
pt^ct^ifoii.itiaijtsasy oBthei&ottiaw |fap;^. ^^^&t 
^ercisevof the judiciHl ptyweri^caim tfce'i^Q^M 
^iequeiQdt mid seridiii^iococqmtioiii! d^ Idcb 'seiixi<^i 
a|id the ioiportam .causes ^^lat wec^plndtid'bet 
fore them, afforded a large refuge to ite'^l^irt); irf 
^cieat eloquence.; As a cofanctt ©C state/^nd »»- - ' 
asr a court o£ jiinstice, the seimte pos8cb5ed'^r$f 
considemble prerogatives ; but <ia itsr le^Ktivifi 
cap^it;^^^ inwhich. it ivas supposot: "iHsruadfynfis 
rfjprosent the people^ the rights of sbi^'eigiirf 
w^^ acknowledged to reside* in that. asswnWys 
Kvpry power was' derived fv-oia their ;aathority; 
eyer)5.1a^AT«« ratified by tfaitirs&ictioiili 'Theit 
ri^uto meetings w^re held on tiasttee stotird' da^l 
ia every jmahth^ the C^lends^ithc Nonesr^ arid tl*4 
Id^ rjhe d^bsitfes were thMiducfeed with dpoc^ 
fteedQ^jfi 0i>d'the.(j|nperorsthem5alTes;.wh^ glo* 
fied in^thi name of senators^ sat, voted, and di- 
?rided with their equals. 

; ^ To resunte,: in 4,fiiv woi?as, the system of the Geniaaf 
Ipvperialgoyecnmetitv as it was: institwttid by j^^JJ^ 
A*Ugustus, and maintaiired by those. princes ^wiib •y^tem, 
understood their own interest and that of the 
people, it may be defined by an absolute monar- 
ch)^ 'disguised by'ths'fortn^ of a cqrn^Qji\^:e^ib» 
The masters of the ftoofean w^rid Sti^hdftftdicfd 
their throne with darlqu^ss, cgncsakitlieic^irie- 
fiistible strfengthvand humbl;^ |frAfe?$^d j:!^*^ j^ 
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■'■' ^ ^ orflaA.fanl'Bf thftaofcartr cfaiiespondbdnfith:l4ttf 

^'* ifSBesdt^pilstlaate fyr^iitwiwha^ ta^doii0>£^ 

viatBAfe(|l«rai^k^of inaiube and d^t^dfi^y^'^ii^ 

< i§ il0^lT4Hi^ pt^^r. >In till the officer (^'li^, 
tli^^^ii^^^^d^f^ C0if)f6und theimeit^ \^th tHeir 
sttfejfe^lsVkttdliifaiflcaitted With' them- ^ eqiml'iirJ 
e5tt(fefi«ecbf^^isitt tod entcrtaimhents^ tiltit 
Mitf, *feii^ Ifefece^ thrir table, were suited mVy 
f^tH?4d*i^tobpwlemsehator.' Thbirfamiiy, 
HtJ^^ri^ nl^ffidfcusr br splendid^ Was dcmpcsed' 
gfifffa^r^^fr^briiestic slaves aiidfrttediiien f / 
MUgSims'mTtij&h Wtyald^have'bltishiE!d''at cm-' 
pl6J«^ flfe^ftfebttest of f he Romans Hi tWsettie^ 
iffli^^effiee^, ^#!tfai, in the^ hous^hbid j^xid^beai 
i*4Shil*ftl6f^TifiiKea^dhai^ are sd eagerly so- 
Kt4t4I bjpthef muaest-ttoMss of 

a|id partia} j^tclv of the Iiuj^rial s jrsteio. To illiastr^ ^nd p^.- 
tefi*t6 <»tttfct Hiitf, iTOvenreditatedTaeitiis, examine4 Sueto- 
i^^fi^j^j!fp&^tii ||iefoHswinft.ilo<fcm5 J .til» Abbe cUi la file- , 
tene, in the MemoirfS de TAcadeniie des Inscrip.tions, J»m. xix. 
»dtdi|fi[«; ki^'xi\jjL- ^^tffort, il^putli^e Bamaine, toinl i. p» 
Sl!Uf^9?A^ The Dissertations of Noodt and Gronovius, de lege 
it^a'^ripiintedat Lejden, ihthe year 1731. Gravina de Im-^ 
perio Romano, p. 479—544. of his Opuscula. Mafi'ei Verona 
iUustrata, p. i. p. 345, S(C. 

iiiA^lHt^pmUE-wJiiMSSnys h^Jsatdtnkd hyMSr domestics. 
^%iW^€t QdlrtiHttaggnvrctled thr shtme' of the Romiius ; and 
the senate pajd pourt tOt a l^aiUs or a HafciSstiS. -There is a 
€|»ii€«i«liat K Aqd^QKfiiiiin^m^ uo); be a g;eatlemjm. 
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instaacfoia>daiktetJ>e3K d B ^ ^bB ftf >«m:»ifeigao<^ itU 
tofaedi/fwnMbiKiqzando flwicBtgd} IThtciAifflftic "^*T. 

^re(Jt,3s,:pfwv^H?ML4«lJes,iW*^tfe6ipf)Bift rf 
It.AMas 4Wt>ff^r|J?at tl^LeM8!!8¥<}5hfte«d4^Rfl*i<fftt ' 

cwiup^f^-fOR?^; imitated t]^?^;ygnfly^M^H%«»l» 
'^\^t ^d^.:^^^^Wi and t^^ffl?Pf5iflWE^n^ 

ceiffiolr deq%^rSQ,da)|i85go^BI>^^jji^ 
wapf never afterwards received, except by the 
madness of Caligula and Domitian. Augustus 
pienpi^t^d.iAdjeiedi^Qine-o^^hp paroviixwsiaiJcitia to 
ci^ct.^ttjcii^<?s to ins l&ftbji^^^^ 
they shiould assodate the Wtsfai<() df'-^igm^^K^" 
that of the s^vef qimi lie fi^§?3«fedipavi«« ;sii|tei!«K 



t4&^a<3^fpns$^^ that Earned Dt^^ f>-> 3 li^q VRa9iMT 

t See a diss^Kt^tioa of Oie Abbt Jfoacwliiiallta Slifi^iliai^ 
of the Academy of Inscriptioxtf. 
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IH KntiflECL9«)& AND FALt. 

fmptti^y Rqmant, Qmis, Frails, :s^ Ger« 
ime9» ir^m the ^ of the republic to the pre- 
sent time. A distincticm was, however, soon 
introduced.. - The 9^red titk of Augustus was 
always reserved for the monarch, whilst the 
fiame of C^ar was more freely communicated to 
his relations ; and, from the reign of Hadrian at 
least, was^ appropriated to the second person in 
the stat^, who was considered as the presump- 
tive heir of the empire. 
Character The tender respect of Augustus for a free con- 
SrlS^ stitution which he had destroyed, can only be 
tufc explained by an attentive consideration of the 

character of that subtle tyrant. A cool head, 
an unfeeling heart, and a cowardly disposition, 
prompted him, at the age of nineteen, to assume 
theonask of hypocrisy, which he never afterwards 
laid aside. With the same hand, and probably 
with the same temper, he signed the proscrip- 
tion of Cicero, and the pardon of Cinna. His 
virtues, and even his vices, were artificial j and 
according to the various dictates of his interest, 
he was at first the enemy, and at last the father 
of the Roman world *. When he framed the 
artful system of the Imperial authority, his moi 
deration was inspired by his fears. He wished to 

deceive 

. * As Octaviaaus advanced to the banquet of the Caesars, Im 
colour <jhanged like that of the Camelion ; pale at first, then red, 
afterwards Hack, he at last assumed the mild livery of Venus 
and the graces. (Caesaifs, p, 309.) This image, emploj-ed by Ju* 
Man iix his ingenious fiction, is just and elegant ; hutwhen..he 
considers this Change Of character as real, and ascribes it to the 
power -of ^iiol^ophy, he does too much honour to philosophy^ 
and to Octavianus. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPttB. *t| 

deceive the people by an image ^f dvaiibertyi cii ap# 
and the armies by an image (rf civil govern- *"* 

I. The death of Caesar wa* ever before hif lib^nyfo* 
eyes. He had lavished wealth and hoi^ours on * 
his adherents ; but the most fevoured friends of 
' his uncle were in the number of the conspirators. 
The fidelity of the legions might defend his 
authority against open rebellion ; but their vigi- 
lance could not secure his person from the dftn* 
ger of a determined republican ; and the Romans, 
who revered the memory of Brutus *, would ap- 
plaud the imitation of his virtue. Caraar had 
provoked his fete, as much by the ostentation of 
his power, as by his power itself. The consul or 
the tribune might have reigijed in peace. < The 
title of king had armed the Romans against hi* 
Kfe. Augustus was sensible that mankind is 
governed by names ; nor was he deceived in hi$ 
expectation, that the senate and people would 
submit to slavery, provided they ^^v'ere respect- 
fully assured that they still enjoyed their ancient 
freedom. A feeble senate and enervated people 
cheerfully acquiesced in the pleasing illusion, as 
long as it was supported by the virtue, or even 
by the prudence, of the successors of Augustus. 
It was a motive of self-preservation, not a prin- 
. ciple of liberty, that animated the conspirators 
against Caligula, Nero, and Domitian. They at- 

1 2 tacked 



* Two centuries after tlw estabHsbment of monarchy ^ the em- 
percfT Marcus Antoninus rfcommt-nds th« character of Brutus as 
a perfect model of Roman virtue. < . ^ , 
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STdi* of F?U?^^5°}?M9r.^^ JQ?%tual attempt tp r^assuiWJ 
caiigdi. its 199^ te^te^r^^ , Wh^li tUe^ tUrpne w^s 
V^qant ^J/p^fj ^^1^^]^ of Caligula, the coj;ij?uls cqiit 
yo^Led t^ftt^^^ejp3,bly iij the Capitol, ^on4c;?»J;|cd 
t)ie^,inppf^6rjr^^,p£ the gave th^, vyaXcl^- 

*5yQr4.jf^^r/y to ,t^e fe,w cohorts who f%iixtly ad- 
- ijier^d ^9 iJ^^ ,sta^dard, and during ^^tr^d- 
fpr^3fj|^C{)>r^gaGte4 as the independent chii?f§,()f, a 
fi;9^co:^^q|^\Yiealth, . 3ut while they deUber^ed, 
^ ?J?^9?i?^j «^^^^^^ ^^^ i;esolyed, Tl^p , stupid 
Qila^4jyftn %?!t^her of Germanicus, . wps already ,^n 
thf r^^j^mp^ iaye^ted with the JmppciaJ^ R^^pH 

^^^^ ' Tl^e^^if^f^^Ql^,.]^ wa9 ,ar au,eB4.^ ^a^, t|^ 

s^pat^^ftwpjf^jtp all the hprrprs.of ^^M^vita^ 

?^l>^4F-t; • PM9^^^' ^y ^^^ ^ P?^P^^? ;^4 tjireajtr 

i^ped %r^\fl^^J?|^¥y fp^^^^^^^ fei^bie ,a5^em^)ly 

was compelled to ratify the choice of the Praetq- 

rians, and to,. embrace the benefit of an amue^t^, 

which Claudius bad the prudence to offer^ and 

jthe generosity to observe *. 

jTina of ^^' ^^^ insolence of the armies inspired Avi^ 

iroviareiiiciii gustus with fcars of a still more alarming nature. 

*«tfiear. The despair of th6 citizens could only attempt^ 

what the .power pf t^(^. spldier was, at any time,. 

able 

* It is much to be regretted that we have lost the part of Taci- 
tu$ virhich trtat^d of that tfaiisaction. We are forcerf to conteiit 
oijits^ive^ -With the popular rviinoiirs of Josephiij, and the unper- 
/li^tftints ctf*Dibii:aiid $jfeionius. 
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al)feto ei^cite. 'HoW precari6^\is^\;fes fiis^avra chap. 
authority over men wftoiri he'had tau^feV'tb^^o- ni." 
late every social duty ! H6^M'fi^'^y4jth6li?ied^ '" 
tious clamours ; he "dttUdtB: ih^i^'^hWh m'o- 
ihents 6f reflfectioii. ''•One-fe^oftitferf*hM'!)e^fl 
purchased by immense jrewyds;'1^trf^iis;^cbnd 
revolution might dbuble i:hdse re\^atd^i ''The 
troops professed the fondest attaclimerit' to the 
house of Caesar j but the attachmc^nts of the ' mul- 
titude are' capricious and inconstant. Augustus 
summoned to his aid, whatever remaiiled in those 
fierce minds of Roman prejudices : enforced the 
rigour of discipline by the sanction of ^W; atfd, 
interposing the majesty of the senate betwfe^h the 
emperor and the army, boldly claimed their 'ille- 
giance, as the first magistrate of the r^publii'*. . 

Burihg a long period of t\vb hUlidriil aiid T*«i'obc- 
twenty years, from the establishment df\:ftis art- ^*^^' 
ftd system to the death of Commodus, the dan- 
gers inherent to a military government were, in 
a great measure, suspended. The soldiers Were 
seldom roused to that fatal sense of their own 
strength, and of the weakness of the civil autho- 
rity, which was, before and afterwards, produc- 
tive of such dreadful calamities. Caligula and 
Domitian were assassinated in their paface by 
their own domestics : the convulsions which agi- , . ' 
tatted Rome on the death of the former, W(^ite 
confined to the walls of the city. But jWero in- 
1 3 volved 

* * Augustus restored .the ancient jeverity of discipline. jAft^r 
the civilwars, he drop|ped the endearing n2ipi,e,9f.Ft:|l9w-4oWi- 
ers, and called them only Soldiers. ^(Stteto;!. in ^^gu:^", 4.' 3i») 
See the use Tiberius made of the senate iif the mutiny of ih^ 
Pannonian legions. (Tacit. Annal, i.} 
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ttl THE IffiXJLlKfi'AKD FAII^ 

CHAP, vdl'red tihe whole empire in his' ruin. In dife 
ni^^ sp^ctol cfigiite^n «i^ths, four princes perished 

^*' » ** ^ l^ ihe'swird; and the Roman world was shaken 
hy the- fiiry 'of the contending armies. Except^ 
ing only thas short, though violent, en;^tion of 
military licence, the two centuries from Augustus 
to Commodus passed away unstained wii^ civil 
blood, and undisturbed by revolutions* The em- 
peror was elected by the authority of the senate^ 
and the consefit of the soldiers *. The legions je- 
spected their oath of fidelity ; and it requires a 
minute inspection of the Roman annals, to dis* 
cover three inconsiderable rebellions, which were 
til suppressed in a few months, and without even 
the hazard <^ a battle f . 

x^cugtm^ i^ elective monarchies, the vacancy of the 

!!.^ f !- throne is a moment big with danger and mischief. 
The Ro^ian emperors, desirous to spare the le^ 
gions that interval of suspense, and the temp- 
tation of an irregular choice, invested their de^ 
signed successor with so large a share of present 
power, as should enable him, after their decease 
to assume the remainder, without siiffering the 
empire to perceive the change of masters. Thus 

Augustus, 

* These words seem to have been the constitutional language. 
See Tacit. Annal. xiii. 4. 

t The first was Camillus Scribonianus, who took up arms in 
Djdmatia agakist Claudius, and was deserted by his own troops 
in five da^s. The second, L. Antonius, in Germany, who re- 
ijelled ' against Domitian ; and the third, Avidius Cassius, in the 
re'.ig^ ofM* Antoninus, The two last reigned but a few months, 
and were cut off by their own adherents* We may observe, that 
bbth. Camillus and Cassius coloured their ambition with the de- 
sign of restoring the republic; a task, said Cassius, peculiarly 
r?^rved^9i^^is name and family. 



•uccessor* 
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OF TES iif»CANriaieaie.3i] r 119 

Mgoktus, flifter . all lii^£ft^ {mM|«c<ftl^^M^ o^ a, i^, 
matched f]x»m htm.by(!imt»sa^^li^^ m>. 

his last hopes oa Tib^riaS^ 0blw^ii^^JJfts jW* ^^ "- ^ 

and dictated a Jaw, byiwhkh this f^siPAx^ru^M 
was ioye^ted Kitbtan antfaomf leqDid M hk pw^ 
over die provioces and the mmit$ ** Thi^ Vas*- Of ruuv 
pasiant subdued the generous mind ^ im ti^egt 
sonw Titus was adcKEed by the e^tsttem ieg^a^, 
whichf under his command, had rec^iftly air 
chie^ed the conquest of Judsea. His,po\)i^eT was 
dreaded, aad^ as his virtues wereickiided by.thie 
katempeiaiice of youth, his desigos : Wj^jre; aus^ 
pected. Instead of listening to such pi^^prthy 
suspicions, the prudent monarch ais^^citKl^ TkM 
to the full powers of the Inipenal xii^ily;. wA 
the gjratefial son ever approved himscif thei&ucat 
ble and £euthful minister of so iadalg^ajk; a ii|* 
therf. 

The good sense of Vespasian, imgq^JdjhpJt in- Theiue 
deed to embrace every measure that mighK con^ f^t^T* 
firm his recent and precariaus elevation. The ti>«f>»^«« 
military oath, and the fidelity of the troops, had ^"^ ^' 
been consecrated, by the habits of a» hundred 
years, to the name and family erf* the Caesars : 
and although that family had been -continued 
only by the fictitious rite of adoption, the Ro- 
mans still revered, in the person of Nero,, the 
grandson of Germanicus, and the lineal successor 
of Augustus. It was not without reluctance and 
remorse, that the Praetotian guards had been 

I 4 >•/■■' -per. 



* Vdkius Paterculus, 1. ii. c. 121. Suettttt. m iTiber: '<;. 50, 
t Su€ton. in Tit. c, 6^ , Piui. in Prxfat. ilist. N;itw, 
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129 ^[^|yi^SGI4NEr^ft»m.FALL 

q ij A c^ |gqi!|piw4i^l5p ^jjimd^^ibttee-cawe of tfee tyfant/*, 
i^ •{b.^df^jg^F^-^ Qtii(ik^Mid,¥itclltw, 

Srri=r^ ^v^iglil^^b t3W*fSnH> wnsi4«? !*0«»fiei(WR as the 
Qljeaty^^Qi^^^^ fW^lJ, i^d jth^linfttraaaMits of 
j(i<inliceny5q. y^f .r^rt}> of J^espjwi^n was meaitj 
m3.g?afl^tJ^r.,teul.tipe^;^ soHi^, his 

. . ^i^hqr, ai petty apcer gf the i^evenw f > WsJowwi 
;ppiQi)t^,}^ r^ed;him, in an adv^uiced age^ fd th^ 
^mpirp; bji^t bistmeiit was mher us^ul nhan 
^hinip^,! and hie^ virtues wece^di^gra^ed by ^ strict 
and even sordid parsimoi^. Such a ^lifi^eecoii* 
su}^^ |)^ tr^e interest by the as^ociatioii of a^on, 
whose p[^9r&€{^ef^did and amkhle chi^ceer migfat 
^ turn the fluWip atteiitionj from the obscure brigi^i, 
.to the i^ture,g}ones, of tibe Flavi^i^ house* Un-r 
^der the ^mhi admii^ratien of Titus, the Rom^i 
wMd enjoyed a transient fehcity , and his beloved 
memory served to protect, ^bove fifteen years, 
tbevipc^pf hisbrptlxer Domitian. ' 

▲.0. M. .^ Nerya h^tjc^ifCely accepted the pipple irom 
l^^c' the j^aasijjf i?f Domiti^n, before he discoveied 
fttPfTrsu that his feel^lp agjs was usalde to stem the tbir- 
^ rent of pubJic disorders, which had multiplied 

under the long tyranny of his |>redecessor. IBs 
mild disposition Y^as respected by the good; but 
the 4egencarate Roman? required a more vigorous 
character, whose justice should strike terror into 
the guilty. Though he had several relations, he 

."fixed 

* Thi^ idea is frequently and strongly inculciited by Tacttos. 
See gist: i. |J. 16, ii. f6. t , 

n$e, laughed 

Flatrins the 

compa- 
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c* The >kofWfePifiiftS«. m 

fix^ Us citoicfe «ft;«3tMfl^i>"flrtfe aJcigfeHTO- i ^ A t. 

cfated hJfn *i»^fcdHeSgiS^^aiia«stcc8s^fe^H*^ 
empire *• Kis sineei^ W^lie''!4niyii{^?t^^^ a,d.«i. 
,iwfeilst ^e are fiitigued \riib ffiefegiistfiirrcfictMA 
€f NettJ^^ c^mes ^d foTli^, S^^fe'af^ ^Mi^etf % 
collect? tile a6tiotts crf'Trajan frotn ihfe glfikmei^- 
ings of nil! abridgement, or the dbiit^fftil light of 
apaaeigyt^i There remains, how^er^' one pa- 
negyric far ^emov«d beyond the susjiicidil d^ilai- 
tery. Abwetwo hundred and fifty yfeart'ajfter 
the xteath of Trajan^ the senate, in ^BuiSn^Wt 
th^ customary acelanmtions oh tlitf^cyssfohS3f 
a ncfW emperor, wished that he ^nS^^ sUrpSSs 
the felicity -^of Augustus, and the ^Hbttule- 6^1%- 

We may readily believe, that the fetH^t of his a, d. 117. 
country hesitated whetherheought fb ifitruStthe f*** ' 
^raiioius and doubtful charabtcr of tiife 'kinsiiiVn 
Hadrian with sovereign power. In Ms -last ino- 
mei^te, the arts of the empress Plotina- either 
fiied *he irscsoiution of Trajan, or boldiy^irup- 
posed a fictttioos adoption if ; the truth of ^hich 
could not be safely di^put^di' ^ntf ^Hadrian "Was 

* -Dion, 1. Ixviii. p. 1131. PHn. Secund. in Panegyric. 

t Felicior ^ugusto, meuor Trajano. Butrop. viii. 5. 

^ pion(l. Ixix. p. 1349.) alarms. the wl^le |q^^ayfii)een ^ 
fIttioA, ton the authority of hi^' fother,^^io iJ^ng gby^giQ5»f 
the province where' Trs^an died, had very good opoprtumties bt 
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in TJitmcMMfe'A!iXDT/aJ. 

en At. j^teiiblf ^^ktt<]f#t£dgki ^ his lawful tia/Ue^Mi. 
^. 0hder hiy 'i^dgn, a^ hai been already me^tioncK^ 

^ ^ ■■ ' - " ^ the dmpiw floumhed in |)cace arid prosperity. 
He encouraged^ l*e arts, reformed the lawsj^as* 
•erted miiitdiydisieiplijtie, ai:^ visited alltiis pm«^ 
^nccs in peraon. Hi® vast and active genius 
Was equally suited to tlie most; enlarged viewo^ 
and tl^ minute details of civil policy. But the 
ruling passions of his soul were curiosity and va* 
nity. As they prevailed, and as they were at- 
tracted by diflfeient objects* Hadrian was, by 
turns, an excellent prince, a ridiculouis sophist^ 
. and a jeajous tyrant. The general ttno^: of kis 
ct^aduct deserved praise for its equity and mo* 
deration. Yet in the first days of his reign, hte 
put to death four consular senators, his persofiaJi 
, ,.^- A enemias^ /aiidinen who had been judged worthy- 
of empire 4 and' the tediousness of a painful ilU 
nes& rendbced him, at last, peevish and cnieL 
The senate doubted whether they should pro^ 
nounce him a^god or a tyrant; and the honours 
decreed .to his memory were granted to the 
prayers of the pious Antoninus *• 

Adoption The caprice of Hadrian influenced his choice 

oftheeidoe ^^f ^ s^jccessoT, After revolving in his -mind sc^ 

and young*" 

erVenit. veral men of distinguished merit, whom he es- 
tcaexned and bated, he adopted iElius Venis, a 
gay aiKl vokiptuous nobleman, recommended 

> . by uucottiiiion beauty to the lover of Antinousf . 

- .- -f But 

: *f Dion (bas^ p-^ UTK) Antel Victor. 

' ' t* yW d^ffitiatibtt of Antinous, his medals, statues, temples, ci- 
ty; fct^fe,«'ati^tqnstdtaiioi?^ are well kiiown, and still dishonour 
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But while H^an ws^ .4§Ugh^ns[t^i»^. M^ ^ h a. p> 
bis own applauae^ and the a^c]ift^|•tiQn8i>g^^llJ ¥h 
soldiers, whose con^eat had ]^n a^wwl by Ka -^^^--^ 
immfiiise donativ^i the n^w C^ar ^ wa^ laywl^ 
cd from hU embraces^ by an viiumely dwib^ 
He left only one son, Hadrian^comm^adj^d tte 
boy to the gratitude of the Antonines. He waa 
udopted by Fius ; and, on the accession of Mar* 
cus, was invested with an equal ahare of 9oyc^ 
reign power. Among the many vices of thia 
younger Verus, he possessed Qfie virtue j a duti&d 
reverence for hi^^ wiser colleague* to whom Im 
willingly abandoned the ruder cares of empife. 
The philosophic emperor dissembled* his SoiiagSid 
lamented his early death, and cast a deoeat vieii 
over his memory. 

As soon 35 Hadrian's passion was eitlier grati- Ad«pti«ii 
fied or disappointed, he resolved to d^serye the of tUctw* 
thanks of posterity, by placing the.woat exalted 
mexit (m the Roman thrcnie. Hts disc^ntng eye 
easily discovered a senator about ^y. years of 
age, blameless in all the ofSces o£ li&, and a 
youth of about seventeen, whose ripef years 
opened the fair prospect of every virtue : the 
elder of these was declared the son ana successor 
q£ Hadrian, on condition, however, that he him^ 
self should immediately adopt the yeuagcr. The 
two Antonines (for it is of tticm that wcarc now 
^peaJdng) governed the Roman world fiMrty-^two a. n. iss 

years, -^^^o. 

tbe memory of Hadrian. Yet we may remark, tlut o£ tbt first 

fifteen emperors, Claudius was tlie onXy one whose Aiv^t^ 44 lo*« 
was entirtly correct. For the honours of .Antinous^ setiSpaUp 
h'eira, Commentaire siir les C:esars dejulieii,p. 86. ^ 
• Hist. August/p. 13. Aurelius Victor m. Epjtpm. 
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1^4 ^^^ T^Sii^llXfk AM) f'ALL 

c iTA'i-.^ jhi!irtVWtfftfi6^^^iathVft^^^^ ot wisdom 

ift-^ afitt' VirtUe/«atfidugH^^iiacHt<W> sons*, he pre- 

^^^'■'v^-^ f«lwd«h**<fr<flA'fe of'fame to tJie interest 6f m 
fitaJilyi g^ Ba^aatigjhtfef • Hiistina in itiarriagd 
W^ young nfottitisi^ obtained from the senate thii 
tiikunitian^ anct procldnsular powers, and with a 
noble disd^il1';^ of ralfhet ignorance of jealousy, 
associsttbd him to all the labours of govemmefit; 
Marcus, on the other hand, revered the cliarac* 
ler (^'his behrfactor, loved him as a parent, 
ebeyed himi as his sovereign f , and, after 
ht wa$ BO more, regulated his o^vn adnHhistra-p 
tion by ^^ Example and.maitims of his pre* 
d^feessbr.- Thteir' united reigns ^are possibly the 
eMy period^f history in which the happiness of 
a^ great peSpfe^ was the sol? object of j^ovetn- 
tfi«it,— •• '■ ';- ■ - ^ - • • '^"'^\- 

chanccer ' Tkt& ASitoHinus Pius has been justly detio^ 

?i^ mtoated a second Numa. The same love of re^ 
ligion, justice, and peae^was the distinguishing 
characteristic of, both princes^, Sutthe $itu9iion 
c£ the latter epened a much larget field for th^ 
exercise of those vijrtues. Numa could only 
prevent a few neighbouring yiljages frontvpluiir 
dering each other's harvests. Antoninus difiused 
order and tranquillity over the greatest part of 
the earth. His reign is marked by the rare ad- 
Vantage of fu^i$l^^ very fewiinat^rtals'folrihk# 
tory; which is, iricfeed, little more than th0 
"*■•; '' ' ' .. ; , /. ■■; "'^ reg^t^jr 

* Withoat tKehdp of medals and inscri^i<m$, we sfioxM hifi 
ignorant of this fact, so honourable to the memory of Pius. 

t During the twenty-three years of Pius*s reign, Marcus was 
•nly two ni^ts absent from the palace, and even those were at 
di&rent tixaes* Hist. August, p. 35. 
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9ony^nieftpies.<;^,,}u8 fai;^n%)T^4rfiJi^iifWWQ*Rl 
pleasures of ^oc^ty * ; .a»d thj^ b^nejypfence: ^ 
^i$$o\4 displayed iuelf ia>[cJ;if^r£MJ(fs<^)^it^39^ 

T^ie, yirt\ie of Marcus Aun^lius^^o^^s wm or B&i<m 
of i sev^erer and moire laboriws kii^.-tv jJt,'=Wi 

th?^!;i|^^el!(-fj3ro of njany.gr J,ca»ae4^'^o* 

fej^^c^^ qf! i^tpy a^ pa^tient jlec^^^p?, ^ «iaiiy.a 
^i^n^ight lucijbratij^ ,At.Tt^€i,^igi| ofT.fsy-^ve 
ye^r^ J^e en^l^i^ed th^ r^gidLsy«4nf,<)f)t*kft$t9iffe 
wJjich ta^ight Jiim to subau| his J^q^y ,4jgtrjii^ 
mind, his passions to his reason ; to considetriait 
ty^i^^ a3 ,the only good,* vice^ as. . t^ . wfe^ «yp?# all ,- c : 
t^ijn^ j^2^feifnal, as, thin^ v^i^^fw^l t..^;;Ht$ 

«■ * tt*>*ras feiifd of iiie theatre, and llot'ifisensii51e to Che channs 

Si. Julian in Ciesar. 

t fhe enemies of Marcus charged him with hypocrisy, 9n4 
ifllh'' ;i -vdiht b^ thUt simplicity which distin^ished Pius and even 
ir(^|i^(Ilist« AvgusiU. t. 940 This ^ui^ipiOHt unjust as it was, 
inay serve to account for the superior, applause bestowed ^on 
]^6iuil.qiiiiUfi^tK>ns, in presence tb %ne social vhtues. Kven 
MarcivsAiUL9nin^^>hasb^H.pallejd a hypocrite but the wildest 
scepticism never insinuated that Caesar mirht possibly, l^e a 
c»mrA,'Or VMy a fooL Wit and valotar are qualiiipationls nioiib 
<asi)y ^c^ained, than hiunanity oc the lovf ol>|vis^« 

\ Tacitus has characterized, in a few words, the principles of 
tfie portico: Doctores sapientiae secutus est, qui sola bona qasn 
honesta, mala tantum quas turpia ; potentiam, nobilitatem, 
^flg^^j&^^r^^mmi i^<iue fconift*Qeq^«'iAali»adnonfiir4it, 
Taci^.UffsfA iyv(Sf . : • ■:■' ^rr v i^-^^-/-^ ^". 

,^,j^.^r\% ;.. ■«* ," —r- ^>ri; .'^^a.tiKl *■ 
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n6 «& ^iHBCtittfe AND FALL 

c It AF. m€!ditatk>ns, eofmpkwed ift the tumult of a campi 
™-_ are stiH extant ; and he even condescended to 
^ " ' giv€ le^ohs oF philosophy, in a more public 
manned tban' was perhaps consistent with the 
modesty of rf sagfe, or the dignity of an empe- 
ror*. But bis life was the noblest commentary 
on the precepts of Zeno. He was severe to him; 
self, indulgent to the imperfection of others, 
just sand beneficent to all mankind. He regret- 
ted that Avidius Cassius, who excited a rebellion 
in Syria, had disappointed him, by a voluntary 
death, of the pleasure of convertingjm enemy 
into a friend ; and he justified the sincerity of 
that sentiment, by moderating the zeal of the 
senate against the adherents of the traitors f . 
War he detested, as the disgrace and calamity 
of human nature ; but when the necessity of a 
just defence called upon him to take up arms, he 
readily exposed his person to eight winter cam- 
paigns on the frozen banks of the Danube, the 
severity of which was at last fatal to the weak- 
ness of his constitution. His memory was re- 
vered by a grateful posterity, and above a cen- 
tury after his death, many persons preserved the* 
image of Marcus Antoninus among those of 
their household gods J. 
HafipiiMeit If a man were called to fix the period in the 
•ftheRo- jjis^Qj-y Qf lYit world during which the condition 
of the human race was most happy and prosper- 
ous, 

* Before he went on the second expedition against the Ger- 
tttans, he read lectures of philosophy to the Roman people, during 
three days. He had already d«ne the same in the cities of Greece 
dnd Aeia^ iiist. August, in Cassio, c. 3. 

+. Dion, Ixxi. p. 1190. Hist. August, in Avid. Cassio. 

rHist. August, in Marc. Antonin. c. 18. 



muit. 
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OF THE ROMAN jaWPIEt "7 

•us, he would^ withou* besit^ion, Bxm^ thut chap, 
which elapsed from the dfcarh of I>omilian to ^^* 
the accession of Gommodus/ The vast cxlfenl of -^' 
the Roman empire wa^ g^vetsncd by absolute 
power, under the guidance of virtue and wwr* 
dom. The armies were restrained by the •firm 
bm gentle hand of four successive empero», 
whose characters and authority commanded in^ 
voluntary respect. The form^ of the civil ad- 
ministration were carefully preserved by Nerva, 
Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines, who de- 
lighted in the image of liberty, and were pleased 
with considering themselves the accountable 
ministers of the laws. Such princes deserved 
the honour of restoring the republic, had the 
Romans of their days been capable of enjoying 
a rational freedom. 

The labours of these monarchs were overpaid !;• i^ec*- 
by the immense reward that inseperably waited tm« 
on their success ; by the honest pride of virtue^ 
and by the exquisite delight of beholding the 
general happiness of which they were the au- 
thors. A just, but melancholy reflection embit- 
tered, however, the noblest of human enjoyments; 
They must often have recollected the instability 
of a happiness which depended on the character 
of a single man. The fatal moment was perhaps 
approaching, when some licentious youth, or some - 
jealous tyrant, would abuse, to the destruction, 
that absolute power, which they had exerted 
for the benefit of their people. The* ideal re- 
straints of the senate and the laWs might serv^ 
to display the virtues, but could never coia:ect 

;the 
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G H A P. tbe vic^i of the emperor. The military force was 
u<* a blind and irresistible imtrument of oppression ^ 
and the corruption of Roman manners would al- 
ways supply flatterers eager to applaud, and mi- 
nisters prepared to serve, the fear or the avarice, 
the lust or the cruelty, of their masters. 
Menoty of These gloomy apprehensions had been already 
c2^' justified by the experience of the Romans. The 
1^^ ^ annals of the emperors exhibit a strong and various 
picture of human nature, which we should vainly 
seek among the mixed and doubtful characters 
of nlodem history. In the conduct of those 
monarchs we may trace the utmost lines of vice 
and virtue ; the most exalted perfection, and the 
' meanest degeneracy of our own species. The 
golden age of Trajan and the AntoiAnes had been 
p^-eceded by an age of iron. It is almost super- 
fluous to enumerate the unworthy successors of 
• Augustus. Their unparalleled vices, and the 
splendid theatre on which they were acted, have 
saved them from oblivion. The dark unrelent- 
ing Tiberius, the furious Caligula, the feeble 
Claudius, the profligate and cruel Nero, the 
beastly Vitellius *, and the timid inhuman Do- 
mitian, are condemned to everlasting infamy. 

During 

* Vitellius consumed in mere eating, at least six millions of 
our money in abomt stven months. It is not easy to express hit 
' vices with dignity, or even decency* Tacitus fairly calls him a 
hog ; b^t it i$by lubstituting to a coarse -word a very fine image. 
^ At VitelHns, umbracolis hortorum abditus, ut ignava amma* 
•* /w, quibus si cibum suggeras jacent torpentque, prasterita, in- 
^ ttantu, i^ura, pari oUivione dimiserat. Atque ilium nemore 
<^ Arcino desidem et marcentem/'&c. Tacit. Hist. iii. 86. ii. 95. 
§ml»B^ kk ▼tittt* c Hi Dion Cassius^ 1. Ixy. p. 1063. 
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Bttiihg foursQore jexn (excepting oalythi^ihortc h-a p. 
and doubtfoi respke of Vespasian's rei^b^) Rome<^ in* 
groaned beneath an onreniittdng t3naiiity,.^hink '^'^ '"^^ 
extermioated the/ancieiit'&n2ilie8:o£tl^a:^pub}k^ 
and was fatal to almost every virtudt ^and every 
talent, that aldose ia that, unhappy period.^ i 

. Under the reign of these mopstecs, the ilaiBcery Peculiar 
of the Romans was accompanied with two pecu- ^^^^oaams 
liar circumstances, the one occasioned by theijr ""^ ^^^ 
former liberty, the. other by their e;Ktensive con- ^^^^ 
quests, which rendered their condition more coir^* 
pletely wretched than that of the victims of ty* 
ranny in any otjier age or country. From these 
causejs were derived^ i. The exquisite sensibility 
of the sufferers; and, 2. The impossibility, of es- 
caping from the hand of the oppressor^ 

I. When Persia was governed by the desqen- ifuemibi. 
dents of Sefi, a race of princes, whose wanton ^j^^^ 
cruelty often stained their divan, their table, and^" 
their bed, with the blood of their favourites^ 
there is a saying recorded of a young nobleman, 
That he never departed from the sultan's pre- 
sence, without satisfying himiself whether his 
head was still on his shoulders. The experience^ 
of every day might almost justify the scepticism^ 
of Rustan f. Yet the fatal sword, suspended 
above him by a single thread, seems not to have 
disturbed the slumbers, or interrupted the^tp^n- 
qoiUity, of the Persian. The monarch's frown^ .» 
he well knew, could level him wit^ tjie 4\^st ; * 

Vol. I. K >« ^ bijt ; 

* The ex£cution. of Helvidius Priscus, and of the, virtyqp^s 
Epiinina, disgraced the reign of Vesp^ian^^ « utl.Y^ AOlMlt 
t Voyage de Chardin en Perse, vol- iii. p. 393. 
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CHAP, but the stroke of lightning or apoplexy might be 
iiK equally fatal i a^nd it was the part of a wise man, 
^'^^'^^^^ to forget the inevitable calamities of human life 
in the enjoyment .oJf the fleeling hour. He waS' 
dignified with the appellation of the king's slave ; 
had, perhaps, been purchased from obscure pa- 
rents, in a country which he had never known ; 
and was trained up £rom hi& in£mcy in the severe 
discipline of the seraglio *. Hi^ name, his wealthy 
his honours, were the gift of a master, who might, 
without injustice, resume what he had bestowed.^ 
Rustan's knowledge, if he possessed any, could 
only serve to confirm his habits by prejudices. 
His language aflforded not words for any form of 
government, except absolute monarchy. The 
history of the east informed him, that such had 
ever been the condition of mankind f . The 
Koran, and the interpreters of that divine book, 
inculcated to him, that the sultan was the de-^ 
scendant of the prophet, and the vicegerent of 
heaven ; that patience was the first virtue of a 
Mussulman, and unlimited obedience the great 
« duty of a subject. 
Knowledge xhe minds of the Romans were very diflferl 
tpirkofthe ently prepared for slavery. Oppressed beneath 
Romans. ^Yie weight of their own corruption and of mili- 
tary vi9lence, they for a long while preserved the 

senti-* 

* The practice of raising slaves to the great offices of state is 
still more common among the Turks than among the Persians* 
The miserable countries of Georgia and Circassia supply rulers to 
the greatest part of the east, 

t Chardin says, that European travellers, have diffused among 
the Persians some ideas of the freedom and mildness of our go- 
vernments. They have done them a very ill office. 
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sentiments, or at least the ideas, of their free- chap. 
bom ancestors. The education of Helvidius and i"- 
Thrasea, of Tacitus and Pliny, was the same as ^""^ 
that of Cato and Cicero. From Grecian phi- 
losophy, they had imbibed the justest and most 
liberal notions of the dignity of human nature, 
and the origin of civil society. The history of 
their own country had taught them to revere a 
free, a virtuous, and a victorious commonwealth : . 
to abhor the successful crimes of Caesar and Au- 
gustus; and inwardly to despise those tyrants . 
whom they adored with the most abject flattery. 
As magistrates and senators, they were admitted 
into the great councfl, which had once dictated 
laws to the earth, whoss name still gave a sanc- 
tion to the acts of the monarch, and whose au- 
thority was so often prostituted to the vilest pur- 
poses of tyranny. Tiberius and those emperors 
who adopted his maxims, attempted to disguise 
their murders by the formalities of justice, and 
perhaps enjoyed a secret pleasure in rendering 
the senate their accomplice as well as their victim. 
By this assembly, the last of the Romans were 
condemned for imaginary crimes and real vir- 
tues. Their infamous accusers assumed the lan- 
guage of independent patriots, who arraigned a 
dangerous citizen before the tribunal of his coun- 
try ; and the public service was rewarded by 
riches and honours *. The servile judges pro-. 
K 2 fessed 

• They alleged the example of Scipio and Cato. (Tacit. Annal. 
iii. 66.) AlarcfUus Epirus and Crispus Vibius had acquired two 

millions 
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CHAP, fessed to assert the majesty of the commonwealth, 
in. violated in the person of its first magistrate*, 
' whose clemency they most applauded when they 

trembled the most at his inexorable and impend- 
ing cruelty f . The tyrant beheld their baseness 
with just contempt, and encountered their secret 
sentiments of detestation with sincere and avow- 
ed hatred for the whole body of the senate. 
txttnt of n. The division of Europe into a number of 
faf^'icft" independent states, connected, however, with 
2m of*w- ^^^^ other by the general resemblance of religion, 
iiige. language, and manners, is productive of the most 
beneficial consequences to the liberty of man- 
kind. A modern tyrant, who should find no re- 
sistance either in his own breast, or in his people, 
would soon experience a gentle restraint from 
the example of his equals, the dread of present 
censure, the advice of his allies, and the appre- 
hension of his enemies. The object of his dis- 
pleasure, escaping from the narrow limits of 

his 



millions and a half under Nero. Their wealth, which aggravat- 
ed their crimes, protected them under Vespasian. See Tacit." 
Hist. iv. 43. Dialog, de Orator, c. 8. For one accusation, Regu- 
lus, the just object of Pliny*s satire, received from the senate the 
Consular ornaments, and a present of sixty-thousand pounds. 

* The crime of majesty was fofmerly a treasonable offence 
against the Boman people. As tribunes of the people, Augustas 
and Tiberius applied it to their own persons, and extendi, it to 
an infinite latitude. ^ 

t After the virtuous and' unfortunate widow of Germanicus 
had been put to death, Tiberius received the thanks of the senate 
for his clemency. She had not been publicly strangled ; nor 
was the body drawn with a hook to the Gemoniae, where those 
of common malefactors were exposed. See Tacit. Anna!, vi. 99. 
Sueton. in Tiberio, c. 53. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN -EMPIRE. 133 

his dominions, would easily ol)tain, in a happier chap. 
climate a secure refuge, a neW fortune adequate ^n. 
to his merit, the freedom of complaint, and per- ' ' » 
haps the means of revengje. But the empire of 
the Rom8n$ filled the world, and when that em- 
pire fell into the hands of a single person, the 
world became a safe and dreary prison for his 
enemies. The slave of Imperial despotism, whe- 
ther he was condemned to drag his gilded chain 
in Rome and the senate, or to wear out a life of 
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus, or the fro- 
zen banks of the Danube, expected his fate in 
silent despair *. To resist was fatal, and it was 
impossible to fly. On every side he was encom- 
passed with a vast extent of sea and land, which 
he could never hope to traverse without being 
discovered, seized, and restored to his irritated 
master. Beyond the frontiers, his anxious view 
could discover nothing, except the ocean, inhos- 
pitabk deserts, hostile tribes of barbarians, of 
fierce manners and unknown language, or de- 
pendent kings, who would gladly purchase the 
emperor's protection by the sacrifice of an ob- 
noxious fugitive f . " Wherever you are," said 

K3 Cicero 



* Seriphus was a i mall rocky island in the Mgesitl Sea, the in- 
habitants of which were despised for their ignorance and obscuri- 
tj. The place of Ovid's exile is well known, by his just, but 
unmanly lamentations. It should seem, that he only received 
an order to leave Rome in so many days, and to transport hinv 
self to Tomi. Guards and gaolers were unnecessary. 

f Under Tiberius, a Roman knight attempted to fly to the 
Parthians. He was stopt in the Streights of Sicily ; but so little 

danger 
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CHAP. Cicero to the exiled Marcellus, " remember that 
III. " you are equally' within the power of the con-- 
^ V ** queyor*." i 

daliger did there appear in the example, that the inost jealous of 
tyrants disdained to putiish it. Tacit. Annal, vi. H< 
» Cicero ?id Fa?ni}i?res, iv. 7, 
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C H A P. IV. 

The Cruelty, Follies, and Murder of Commodus.— 
Election of Fertinm.—His Attempts to reform 
the State. --^His Assassination by the Pratorian 
Guards. 

THE 'mildness of Marcus, which the rigid chap. 
discipline of the Stoics was una,ble, to era- ^v. 
dicate, formed, at the same time, the most ami- ' . j' 
able, and the only defective, part of his charac- of Marcuii 
ter. , His excellent understanding was pften de- 
ceived by the unsuspecting goodness of his heart. 
Artful men, who study the passions of prince*3, 
and conceal their own, approached his person in 
the disguise of philosophic sanctity, and acquired ^ 
riches and honours by affecting to despise them^. 
His excessive indulgence to his brother, his wife, 
and his son, exceeded the bounds of private vir- 
tue, and became a public injury, by the exam- 
ple and consequences of their vices. 

Faustina, the daughter of Pius and the wife to w* wife 
of Marcus, had been as much celebrated for her **** ^* 
gallantries as for her beauty. The grave sim- 
plicity of the philosopher was ill calculated to 
engage ber wanton le\4ty, or to fix that un- 
bounded passion for variety, which often disco- 
yered personal merit in the meanest of man- 
K 4 kind. 

* See the complaints of Avidius Cassius, Hist* August, p. 45. 
These aru, it is true, the complaints of faaion; but even faction 
exaggerates, rather than invents. 
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kind *. The Cupid of the ancients was, in ge- 
neral, a very sensual deity ; and the amours of 
an empress, as they exacted on her side the 
plainest advances, are seldom susceptible of much 
sentimental delicacy. Marcus was the only map 
in the empire who seemed igi^orant or insensible 
of the irregularities pf F^u^tina ; whiph, accord- 
ing to the prejudices of every age, reflected som<? 
disgrace on the injured husband. He promoted 
several of her lovers to posts of honour and pror 
fit f , and dimng a connection of thirty years, in- 
variably gave her proofs of the most tender con- 
-fidenpe, iand of a respect which endpd not with 
her life. In his Meditations, he thanks the gods, 
who had bestowed op him a wife, so faithful, so 
jjentle, ^nd of such a wonderful simplicity of 
manners i^ The obsequioijs senate, at his ear- 
nest request, declared her a goddess. She was 
represented in her temples, \^th the attributes 
of Jimo, Venus, and Ceres ; and it was decreed, 
that, on the day of their nuptials, the youth gf 
either sex should pay their vows before the alt^r 
of their chaste patroness §. 

The 

* Faustinam satis constat apnd Cayetam, condtttones sibi et 
nauticas et gladiatorias, elegisse; Hist. August, p, SO. Lampri- 
dius explains the sort of merit -which Faustina chose, 'and the 
conditions \vhic)i she exacted. Hist. August, p. 102. 

t Hist. Augixst. p. 34. ' 

t Meditat. 1. i. The world has laughed at the crejiulitjr of 
Marcus; but MSsidam Dacier assures us (and we may credit a 
lady,) that the husband will always be deceived, if the wife con- 
descends to dissemble. 

§ Dion Cassius, l.'Ixxi. p. 1195. Hist. August, p. 83. Coro- 
mentaire de Spanheim sur les Cesars de Juiien, p. S89. The 
deification of Faustina is the only defect which Julian's criticism 
is able to discover in the all-ticcomplished character of Marcus. 
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The monstrous vices of thfe son have cast a chap* 
shade on the purity of the father's virtues. It iv. 
has heen objected to Marcus, that he sacrificed ^ ■ "^ ' " ' 
the happiness of millions to a fond partiaUty for cJnwI^ 
a worthless boy ; and that he chose a successor *»• 
in his own family, rather than in the republic. 
Nothing, however, was neglected by the anxious 
father, and by the men of virtue and learning 
whom he summoned to his assistance, to expand 
the narrow mind of young Commodus, to cor- 
rect his growing vices, and to render him wor- 
thy of the throne, for which he was designed. 
But the power of instruction is seldom of much 
efficacy, except in those happy dispositions where 
it is almost superfluous. The distasteful lesson 
of a grave philosopher was, in a moment, obli- 
terated by the whisper of a profligate favoiuite; 
aiid Marcus himself blasted the fruits of this la- 
boured education, by admitting his son, at the 
age of fourteen or fifteen, to a full participation 
of the Imperial power. He lived but four years 
afterwards ; but he lived long enough to repent 
a rash measure, which raised the impetuous youth 
above the restraint of reason and authority. 

Most of the crimes which disturb the internal Acmmon 
peace of society, are produced by the restraints petorCom- 
which the necessary, but unequal laws of pro- 
perty have imposed on the appetites of man- 
kind, by confining to a few the possession of 
those objects that are coveted by many. Of all 
our passions and* appetites, the love of power is of 
the most imperious and unsociable nature, since 
the pride of one man requires the submission of 

the 
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c 9 A P« the multitude. In the tumult of civil discorcU 
IV. the laws of society lose their force, and their place 

' — V — ' is seldom supplied by those of humanity. The 
ardor of contention, the pride of victory, the 
despair of success, the memory of past injuries, 
and the fear of future dangers, all contribute to 
inflame the mind, and to silence the voice of 
pity. From such motives almost every page of 
history has been stained with civil blood ; but 
these motives will not account for the unpro* 
yoked cruelties of Conunodus, who had nothing 

A.D. 180. to wish, and every thing to enjoy. The beloved 
son of Marcus succeeded to his father, amidst 
the acclamations of the senate and armies *, and 
when he ascended the throne, the happy youth 
saw round him pfather competitor to remove, nor 
enemies to punish. In this calm elevated station, 
it was surely natural, that he should prefer the 
love of mankind to their detestation, the mild 
glories of his five predecessors, to the ignomi- 
nious fate of Nero, and Domitian. 

chmctec Yet Commodus was not, as.he has been re- 

dtt*. presented, a tiger born with an insatiate thirst of 

'human blood, and capable, from his infancy, of 
the most inhuman actions f . Nature had formed 
him of a weak, rather than a wicked disposition. 
His simplicity and timidity rendered him the slave 
of his attendants, w^ho gradually corrupted his 

mind. 

* Commodus vas the first PcrphyrogeniUis (born since his fa- 
therms accession to the throne.) By a new strain of flattery, the 
Egyptian medals date by the yeais of his life ; as if they were 
•yuon^^mous to those of his reign. Tillemont, Hist, des Empe- 
reiirs, tom. ii. p. 752. 

t Hist. August, p. 46. 
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mind. His cruelty, which at first obeyed the c m a 1^. 
dictates of others, degenerated into habit, and at *v. 
length became the ruling pas^on of bis soul *. ^- ^ 

Upon the death of his father, Commodus ^'jjjjj^ 
ioxmd himself embarrassed with the command df 
g great army, and the conduct of a difficult war 
against the Quadi and Marcomanni f . The ser- 
vile gnd profligate youths whom Marcus had 
banished^ soon regained their station and influ- 
ence about the new emperor. They exaggerat- ' 
ed the hardships and dangers of a campaign in 
the wild countries beyond tbe Danube ; and 
they assured the indolent prince, that the terror 
of his name and the arms of his lieutenants would 
bc; sufficient to compleite the conquest of the dis- 
mayed barbarians, )br ti) impose such conditions, 
as were more advantageous than any conquest. 
By a dextrous application to his sensual appetites, 
they compared the tranquillity, the splendour, the 
refined pleasures of Rome, with the tumult of^ a 
Pannonian camp, which aiForded .neither leisure 
nor materials for luxury f . Commodus listened 
to the pleasing advice; but whilst he hesitate^ 
between his own inclination, and the awe which 
he still retained for his father's counsellors, the 
ijummer insensibly elapsed, and his triumphal , 
entry into the capital was deferred till the autumn. 
His graceful person§, popular address, and imagined 

virtues, 

* Dion Cassiu«, 1. Ixxii. p. 1Q03, 

t According to Tertiillian (Apolog. c. 25.), lie died at Sirmium. 
But the situation of Vtndobona, or Vienna, vhere both th« Vic- 
tors place his death, is better adapted to the operations of the 
war against the Marcomanni and €luadi. * 

^ Herodian, 1. i. p. W. 

'^ Herodian,), i. p. 16. 
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t 

c H A p^ virtues, attracted the public favour ; the honour* 
IV, abk peace which he had recently granted to the 
barbarians, diffused an universal joy * ; his im- 
patience to revisit Rome was fondly ascribed to 
the love of his coxmtry ; and his dissolute course 
of amusements was faintly condemned in a prince 
of nineteen years of age. 

During the three first y^ars of his reign, the 
forms, and even the spirit of the old administra- 
tion were maintained by those faithful counsel- 
lors, to whom Marcus had recommended his son, 
and lor whose wisdom and integrity Gommo*. 
dus still entertained a reluctant esteem. The 
young prince and his profligate favourites revel- 
led in all the licence of sovereign power I but his 
hands were yet unstained with blood ; and he 
had even displayed a generosity of sentiment, 
which ipight perhaps have ripened into solid 
virtue f . A fatal incident decided his fluctuating 
character. 
Is wonnd- 0^^ evening, as the emperor was returning to 
^^■** the palace through a dark and narrow portico in 
A. D.188. the amphitheatre:}^, an ass^sin, who waited his 
passage, rushed upon him with a drawn sword, 
loudly exclainiing, " The senate sends you this'- 
The menace prevented the deed; the assasin 
was seized by the guards, and immediately re- 
vealed the authors of the conspiracy. It had 

been 

* This oniver^al joy is well described (fipm the medals as welt 
as historians) by Mr WottOA, Hist, of Rome, p. 19S. 198. 

t Manillas, the confidential secretary of ATidius Cassius, was 
discovered after he had lain concealed several years. The em- 
peror nobly relieved the public anxiety by refusing to see him, 
and burning his papers without openmg them. Dion Cassius. 
1. Ixxii. p. 1200. . 

i See Mafiei degli Amphitheatri; p. 1S6. 
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been fonned not in the state, but within the walls chap. 
of the palace. Lucilla, the emperor's sister, and iVf 
widow of Lucius. Verus, impatient of the second *— v-^ 
rank, and jealous of the reigning empress, had 
armed the murderer against her brother's life. 
She had not ventured to communicate the black 
design to her second husband Claudius Pompei- 
anus, a senator of distinguished merit and un- 
shaken loyalty ; but among the crowd of her 
lovers (for she imitated the manners of Faustina) 
she foimd men of desperate fortunes and wild 
ambition, who were prepared to serve her more 
violent as well as her tender passions. The con- 
spirators experienced the rigour of justice, and 
the abandoned princess was punished, first with 
exile, and afterwards with death *. 
L But the words of the assasin sunk deep into the ^^^ ^ 
mind of Commodus, and left an indelible impres- Commodus 
sion of fear and hatred against the whole body of ^'^^ ** * 
the senate. Those whom he had dreaded as im- 
portunate ministers, he now suspected as secret 
enemies. The Delators, a race of men discou- 
raged, and almost extinguished, under the former 
reigns, again became formidable, as soon as they 
discovered that the emperor was desirous of 
finding disaffection and treason in the senate. 
That assembly, whom Marcus had ever consider- 
ed as the great council of the nation, was com- 
posed of the most distinguished of the Romans ; 
and distinction of every kind soon became crimi- 
nal, 

* Dion, 1. Ixxii, p. 1205. Herodian, L i. p, 16. Hist. August. 
40. 



p. 40. 
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CHAP. The possession of wealth Stimulated the diligence 
IV. of the iflfonners ; rigid virtue implied a tacit 

^ - V ^ censure of the irregularities of Commodus ; im- 
portant services implied a dangerous superiority 
of merit ; and the friendship of the father always 
ensured the aversion of the son. Suspicion was 
equivalent to proof; trial to condemnation* 
The execution of a considerable senator was at-^ 
, tended with the death of all whq might lament 
or revenge his fate ; and when Commodus had 
once tasted human blood, he became incapable 
of pity or remorse. 

Of these innocent victims of tyranny, none 

The (^* ^-^^ jj^Q^g lamented than the two brothers of the 

thcft. Quintilian family, Maximus and Condianus ; 
whose fraternal love has saved their names from 
oblivion, and endeared their memory to posterity. 
Their studies and their occupations, their pur- 
suits and their pleasures, were still the same. 
In the enjoyment of a great estate, they never 
admitted the idea of a separate interest ; some 
fragments are now extant of a treatise which 
they composed in common ; and in every action 
of lifei it was observed, that their two bodies were 
animated by ofte soul. The Antonines, who 
valued their virtues, and delighted in their 
union, raised them, in the same year, to the con- 
sulship ; and Marcus afterwards entrusted to 
their joint care the civil administration of Greece, 
and a great military command, in which they 
obtained a signal victory over the Germans. 

The 
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The kind cruelty of Commodus' united them in c h a p» 
death *. ^ iv. 

The tyrant's rage, after having shed the noblest \ /' 
blood of the senate, at length recoiled on the terpSra!* 
principal instrument of his cruelty. Whilst '"•• 
Commodus was immersed in blood and luxury, 
he devolved the detail of the public, business on. 
Perennis j a servile and ambitious minister, who 
had obtained his post by the murder of his pre- 
decessor, but who possessed a considerable share 
of vigour and ability. By acts of extortion, and 
the forfeited estates of the nobles sacrificed to his 
avarice, he had Accumulated an immense trea- 
sure. The Prsetorian guards were under his im- 
mediate command; and his son, who already 
discovered a military genius, was at the head of 
the lUyrian legions. Perennis aspired to the 
empire; or what, in the eyes of Commodus^ 
amounted to the same crime, he was capable of 
aspiring to it, had he not been prevented, sur- 
prised, and put to death. The fall of a minister a. d. iso. 
is a very trifling incident in the general history 
of the empire ; but it was hastened by an extra-, 
ordinary circumstance, which proved how much 
the nerves of discipline were already relaxed^ 
The legions of Britain, discontented with the 
administration of Perennis, formed a deputation 
of fifteen hundred select men, with instructions 
to march to Rome, and lay their . complaintsi 
before the emperor. These military petitioners, 

bx 

* In a note upon the Augustan History, Casaubon has collec- 
ted a number of particulars concerning these Getebrated brothers- 
See p. 9Qf of his learned commentarj^. ^ . = . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 







grjeya^pea**. This..presumpti9n of a ^stajQj: 
arinv^ ana 't|ieir discovery of the weaijpess of 
gpverhmentj'\^ presage c^f ^the ipp^t 

3rea4^al cpnvmsio^^ \ \ ..... 

Revolt of 'The 'negligence of the puhlic a^dihirxistrRtion 
"% was hetra^o^soqn afterward^^ by a new disorder, 
whicii arose ,from the smallest teelmlins^s. A 
spmt of desertfon began to preyail aoiong the 



Mateiiiu0« 




5^^ij^v^|(^s.^ IJ^aterAus, aj^iv^i^ jspldier^^ 
^jng ,^q[dness. .g^bove his sta^jon, cbllec^tpd these 
jif^^^ lit^e^firmy^ sei^mep tl^e 

-^j^fm^'ijiy^^ ^l^tv-^ tQ ass^'the^r 1^^^^ 
^ jji^d^^ iippunity tbe.pch .9^^ 4?- 

^enceli^ss cijies, pf Qaul and Sp^in. , T^e. goy.q- 
jiprs .of tl?^ 'pflryyij^e^ who ,had lon§, beew . the 
spectatprs,, aud.perh^ the paj:tners, qf his de- 
pr^dajtioias^ w^re, , at jeagth, rott3ed ^om theif 
8ujfU^..ip4o]/ence % the threatening copii^ands 
of .the emperor. Majtemus found that he was 
encompassed, and foresaw that he must be over- 
powered. A great effort of despair was his last 
y^pyjrce; He ordered his follov/ers to di$per§p, 
■• ^;, .: - ^ ■. ■ •- • to 

•^ n * •"^' " ' ■ ' 

"t'iJiptt^l.klii.p. 1210. Herodian, 1. i. p. 82. Hist. Aogd^t. 
p.'4fe.'-%ioii gives a much le^s odious character of Per^-imis, 
than the other hiltorians. His md^ratiofi is aboosta pl#ige of 
hris veracity. - - 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 145 

to pass the Alps in small parties and' various dis^ c h a i*. 
guises, and to assemble at Rome, during the li- iv. 
centious tumult of the festival of Cybcle *. To 
murder Commodus, and to ascend the vacant 
throne, was th^e ambition of no vulgar robber. 
His measures were sa ably concerted, that hi^ . 
concealed troops already filled the streets of 
Rome. The envy of an accomplice discovered 
and ruined this singular enterprise, iii the mo- 
ment when it was ripe for execution f • 

Suspicious princes often promote the last of ^*« "»"*»- 
mankind, from a vain persuasion that those who dtr. 
have no dependence, except on their favour, will 
have no attachment, exgept to the person of their 
benefactor. Oleander, the successor of Perennis, 
was a Phrygian by birth; of a nation, over 
whose stubborn, but servile temper, blows only 
could prevail J. He had been setit ftota his na- 
tive country to Rome, in the capacity of a slave. 
As a slave he entered the Imperial palace, ren- 
dered himself useful to his master's passions, aiMl 
rapidly ascended to the most exalted statical which 
a subject could enjoy. His influence over the 
mind of Commodus was much greater than that 
of his predecessor ; for Cleander was devoid of 

Vol. I. L any 



* During the second Panic war, the Romans imported from 
Asia the worship of the mother of the gods. Her festival, the 
Megalesia^ began on the fourth of April, and lasted six days. 
The streets were crowded with mad processions, the theatres 
with spectators, and the public tables with unblddieA guests. 
Order and police were suspended, and pleasure was the only se- 
rious business of the city. See Ovid, de Fastis, 1. iv, 189, 3bCf 

t Herodian, 1. i. p. 38. 99. 

% Cicero pro Flacco, c. 87. 
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t46 Tam<iim^mMcMJSi tAit 

G H jk-'iQ jbi^aliUit^br,Tiitit(b:K QOUJbd J9spii» tisi^^j^m* 

mh of iFafiifi^p, of 8^^r, \yas ^pq$ed tp 
pi^l^ ^^,;..9fid«it would haye been cqo^ered 
B» imff^itim, ii my 90fi ;^d . refused to . ^Vr 
eb&si. those^^^ippty aad .di^gr^apefjiil hooQurs witti 
the g5eia|:est pajrt of ips fortuncj .*♦ In the lucra- 
tave pi:<^ioci9il employ ^euts, t|ie minister shared 
iyith the ^viemor th^ {spoils.of th^ people,^ The , 
eBecuiiioo of the .law& was v^naj and ^bitrary. 
A weaUhy. criminal might obtain, not qply thie 
reieiskl df ^e«fptence, by iwhich he wa^ J Vastly 
caamkitinfd; km might likewise inflict whatever 
pimisl^Bttnt b^ ple^od o^ the. accuser, the wkr- 
ocssoa, ai«i thd Judge* 

<r B^ iJaefie ineans, Cleapder, in fhe ^pace of 
three jrears, b^d acciimulated mqre Ay^ealth than 
had ever yet been ppsse§sed by apy fteaedman f . 
GotmBodiis was- perfectly satisiSed with the mag- 
Bifieent presents whieh the artful courtier laid at 
iris feet ii^ the most seasopable moments. To 
divert the puUic envy, Cleander, under the em- 
perojir's iname, erected baths, porticos, and places 
irf exercise, for the use of the people J. He 
.... .flat- 

v; i. );• ■; 

\* One pf t^Qse dear-bought promotions occasioned a curre^it 
T^ft fhot, 'thar Jnlms Solon ^vas hants/ied into the senate. 

' ^-Dfoh (!• hcxii. p. 13, 13.) observes, that no freedman had 
J)0ssess€d riches equal to those of Cleander. The fortune of 
Pallas amounted, however, to upwards of Jive and twenty hmv*' 
fU^;t^9jk|5and. j^opn(Js ; Tier thi/^Vj^ 

> ^ .Dien^.Ii facxii. p. la, IS. Hejo^n, 1. i. p« 39« Hist* Au- 
gust, p. 52. These baths were situated near^the Porta Ccpena* 
See Nardini Roma Antica, p. 79. 
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tttmised' by this 4ppg)?my64$Jb«Ndi|ypiMiU/^ iVf 

affiMcA % ^ btood)M^t6Wi9%JilkA^J8^»iid»^ '"■"• "^ 
exhibited t tbat tkey li<^M'4S»^^]sf^< d^M^v0| 
Byrrhus; a senator »^w6oa(fr s»i|«i*a*^^eWt th* 
tate etn^erot had gmhiabd'^lte^^^lfetdN^ 
and th&t they would forgive the^i^a;6cUtto* oi 
Arras Antoninus, the- last reptie!*entti«i*e of' tile 
name and Tirtues of the Axitonin^.* 11^6 fei^- 
iner,''wlth more integrity than ptudenee, ^ had^ 
attempted to disclose, to his brolh€r4iS-laW, the 
true ehaj!at!ter of Gleander. An equitable, sen-*^ 
tence pronounced by the latter ^ when proconsul 
of Asia, agatnsit a wcn^fhle&s creature of i^ fa^ 
vourite, proved fatal to hjan*. Afters tba^fiUl 
of Peiiennb, the terrors of Commo4uf boA^iSiXi^. 
short time, assumed the appeav^nce (^^ a ,cetui^ 
to virtue. He repealed the most odiovs of his 
Sets; loaded his mef^ory with 4;be public-«?£ecra' 
tion, and ascribed to the pernicious counseh^of 
that wicked minister, aU'^he errcar^^f i^isianex^ 
perienced youths But his repentance laetad only 
thirty days ; and, under Cleander's tyranny, th« 
administration of Perennis was often regretted. 

Pestilence and famine contributed to fill up the *«i*«»on . 
measure of the calamities of Rome f • • The finst. of ckin. 
could be only imputed to the just indignation of jj^'j^ ^^^ 
the gods ; but a monopoly pf com, supported by 
the riches and power of tlie minister, was tonj- 
L 2 ^i s^dered 

* '♦ Hist. August, p. 48. ' ' 

t Herodian, 1. i. p^S8. Dion, 1. Ixxif. p. 1$15. THt^MA^t 
sayj, that two thonsana pertons died e^yniay zi BoineyUu#iii« 
a cocsidt;rabie length dftime. -« 

. . I. » 1.'-. H Mil, , /" , 
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14$ ' T^mSOBBSEOmUSB MWCLiO 

vuv Thebpv|cttlaib x^aniBnt(nafii»itd)ia^:^dfig ^4o 

ciimisdiirUdbpaple^giaittdbA^ 1 

n»rits(if(frllliti!nf]ar/ddlibi^ 
radUd inic];omdBoto\«flards3»ipaincb ii(niir«ibafAq|^c 
o^ d6the^^aBt!ilevoi's>rfetimxiiefals^aBd,diiha%di^$^ 
^tliq[angt}Dirian[ea]n;f iteliisadrn&tlBS^^pviUiOMai^i^ 
nfy^Iio^aikderf^mhbroDmiBaiidBid bdii^iibetot^lt^^ 
giiadndst#^rd6o|df8[ bc>d7^^i^^ca9dkyrt(>fb&^^ifdi:tbii« 
. ^od HkpecHg^i&ieKiditiousriimliitM^rir nialU- 

sevBm^tvtfm34nn,^itiid>mian}(qRisfe^ ti^mp^' 

leddoideatbaridiiiiiwbBn the/iuasairjrie^taied^^fai^^^^ 

stfottttf ttftw Mttb^ODiiii ikhe >]i>o& ,and'/afi|id(KBfS><^i - 

the^Piia^xiut^x^^ like ljfSEn;jr:}lofn 

gagement, and threatened a general nmsii^cftfj, 

*^ Tuncque'l) rimum tos praelecti praetono fpere : inter quos Ji- 
bibinl^n^cin k^l^^ 

trusted with the' deffencef-of his master's person. JSalmaiius and 
Cb^oiiW^ t)6mV^taikefFV^])^idlj^^pdn this'jiij^sagg ' '''' 

h|Tiidarbaii9i ii)llft)do€>ri3t ^ififUs^xtdfikieA) botMli^einikfJbttidr^ 
discipline were not equal to their ulmber3*. Neither Tillemont 
ncl?Wft?oiJphoofe to decide thfe ^stion. 

.i?IH .ftp .q a .{ ,nGjboiiH ^^-Um .4 ■'•'' '%•'!■ "5 .--'tCi * 
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OFjna ft0MiSRlBBBraRSH I 14^ . 

tuAio^fdtblrei^uUbibvybsitesnagBM^ tte ^Ktflbic a a K 
o£tfae pabiccM^htireifibmjiiD^ vir/ 

It iiM]dcathita/a|>praiDdfeltiirpofi^ 

s^fWQ^ ' iiiB^tbbd iisi ^ rteaiKs^t axidd vi^feixiudy^elle^n 

allitlw p]£iisin^bBl<t>qkea]ceLofJi&arf>iiis88X9q^ to- 
tl)e(affiiglktedV«inpfiroiir^tte'ari2itfff afithe hi&bbsriit 

wM9ht)^m>fi^^iniiiui€!s» vduidiiitirstiiosifeioiiia^I 
pilace/anft peicioiiv h iSdmmodlB/stai^edafbDiif diiii^^ 
djteim/o£qaleaJiire, findicciimiaadedr'dJaitUhft fandts 
oftGitfaMdr ^Hould bb; tfai;oimiooi(B tl»ipca|)ledt 
Tbe jdfidisdis^ctadeiinstaii^')^ ^gl0o! 

ntult 4.' wa^ 'the lion aof Ma^icrk^mi^ttiieffv^ 

-subjects.*;-^ n.;;-.!.- i. I .:r:)?i.5irij bnc ^Jn^m^gB^ 



hfe tliUi' abandoned the reins of empire to these modus, 
unworthy favourites, he valued nothing in sove- 
re^gn power^ eKCepi^^»ihe^lmbtliunaedrTiit2ibneail(0^^ 
indulgiRg ii? ?ej^Stf4;iI)fiegfi^^ 
spent in a «ei*glfia of^tteee^iftumhteA^bei 



women, and 3^,imaDy,/0Qys,,of every jrPiiktxftada 
of every province j'^jft^, m^tfef, lfte;:^ft^;?jrff ^^ 
sedttciionprnved iiieffitc^al, the b|iiit^.krv«i7i]mYirf 

. -ff. 3:1: >•-' j^'b oj .•^ou/iDTftWwSSr 



* Dion CassiuS, 1. Ixxii. p. 1315. Herodian, 1. i. ^ 33. Hist. 
August, p. 48. 
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I50 tM'McJliUffi AitDtALh 

CHAP. tfacdflrs4F^W^vi«tt«<iei' Thd'aiiclent* hfetftriam 
IV. have ix^ftftfeltcff oii tfttese ateanddwed scenes df 

^ ' ^ ./ 'piti^lillitkirii 'H**ifch -st^ed^^'every ' rcscraittt of 
Hataire W'm6tfesty i' but JfwouW notlfc leady tx) 
transfet^ tfi^lr too faithful ^escripribin* mto t!he 
decfelncy of Thodem language. ' The interval df 
lust were filled up with the l)^est amusements. 

Hii igno- The inffuence of a politic age, and the labour 6f 



, *"1 an attentive education, had never be^n able to 

^ow sports. >% fc 

infuse into his rude and brutish mind the least 
tincture of learning ; and he was the fiiist of the 
*'Rom4n* eYAperors totally devoid of taste for the 
pleasures' of' the understanding. Nero hitaiself 
excelfed or affected to excel, in the elegant aits 

* of music and poetry; nor should we despise his 
pursuits, had he not converted the pleasing relax- 
ation of a leisure hour into the serious business 
and ambition of bis life. But Coramodus, from 
'his earliest infancy, discovered an aversion to 

* whatever was rational or liberal, and a fond at- 
tachment to the amusements of the populace; the 
sports of the circus and amphitheatre, the com- 
bats of gladiators, and the hunting of wild beasts, 

^ The masters in every branch of learning, v^rhom 
Marcus provided for his son, were heard with 
inaltention and disgust j whilst the Moors and 
Parthians, who taught him to dart the javelin 
and to shoot 'With the bow; foilnd a disciple who 

. delighted in his application, ^id soon equalled 
. . : . ^ the 

- . • ** Sbroribui' suis cotntupratis. Ipsas concobiius suas iub 
oculis suis stuprari jubebat. Jftc imientiitm in se juvenum cares 
bat infamia, omni parte corporis atque ore in sexura utrumQuc 
poUatus. Hist. Aog. p. 47. 
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the mm ^aS^l f^ his instmqtpR, ,i%]th^^fi^^- <t ? ^ p- 
The seirvilo cvqyfi^.wh^ ^!W)^ ^^?!?f?^^<l^^P 'SF^ 

^ts.* Tfaje pj2rfidiqii$ voice, of. fla;t^ijy remindejd ^**'- 
hiiijt, that by exploits of t;hp js^ipie .:^aturc^, by the 
defeat of tl^ Nemaean. lion, and thet ^lau^l^ter pf 
the wild boar of Erymanthus^ the Qrec^an Hear- 
c\il/es had acquired a pjace amoiig the gpds, and - 
an immortal memory among men. They only^ "^ 
forgot ta. observe, that, in the first ages of so- 
ciety, when the fiercer animals ofte,A dispute, with ^ 
. man the possession of an ui^ettled country^ a: 
successful war' against those savages is one- of the 
most innocent and beneficial labours, of heroism* 
In the civilized state of the Roitian empire, the 
wild beasts had long since r^etired from the face 
of man, and the neighbourhood of populous cities. 
To surprise them in their solitairy haunts, and to 
transport them- to Rome, that they might be slain 
in pomp by the hand of ah emperor, was an en-" 
terprise equally ridiculous for the prince, and 
oppressive for the people *. Ignorant of these 
4istinctions, Commodus eagerly embraced the 
glorious resemblance, and styled himself (as wei 

L4 still 



* The African lions, when pressed by liungjBif, ii^festedtha 

open villages and cultivated country; and they infested tliein 

. with impunity. The royal beast Tvas reserved fotthe'pleasttres 

of the emperor and the capital: and the unfortunate peasant who 

killed one of t!iem, though in his own defence, incurred a very 

' heavy penalty. This extraordinary ganie-laiv was mitigated by 

^ Honorius, and finally repealed by Justinian. Godfi« The^dos, 

tom,\', p, 92, et Commeat, Golhofredj ^ , 
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ConMBodttt ,• 
diipbyt bit *'* 



15.2 ssmBusDussam msi wsll 

»Vt>Pw&<tefif^JtW«94?RHA?d witfun the walls 01 Bis 
fi8W;?»«.?fl4.A9ly§ presence of a few favount^s. 
On the aEi^inted (m'j^the vanpuj motives of 

gaVxwA f&af t OTa curiosity, attraclea^i'o t%fe"iifi- 
piosne 5t5w aoBli..-,Toa v!,. -■. ?i . tr. "«- i^iS 
pmtteijre.an mnurtieraDle jntiltittiue or specta- 

t^;%^|ofnl%r?§'6F4^^^lJ^^Way«^h^aW 

^^dwellonltfe )!rtc6ttiMdn 'sfeffl mm&m^m 

a^eR"*-' WfeMJr^'hfe- aifed %%e ftfe^% 

te^grt»^^a^to,^«i^' w^'i^^i ^^TftlS^iifebi 

tai^W«ferifM^** Wtth-^rtbws;lpfioiie^^f6ittC'wJtt 

sliaped into the fonn of a crescent, Commodus 

often intercepted the rapid career, and cut asun- 

and the man K^rtmined .uiihurt. Tlie^tf^^s 'Bf ;^lie 

seventfftn. 
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{)ii^^:^r^to.'^> ^MtSieP^tlfe Hl^uilP«f tii^i#«3 

tions: siiid^vm'mm&'m^i-^'Q'as^w^ 






J* -I 



ivrii II 




[n^ 




;;rii/u.vii1 w.i 



wHo might possibly disriegaitd me 






IB oxlj nO 



. 3ut the w^nest qf t^e pbpumce were dl^cM 

ogiMIUims^ lK^,lHF^iyie4 Ij^^fJq^J^^^ 

vi f . the 



Acts as a 
gbdator. 






p.J^^)i tW tallest, the iiosi ^ttW aii^'ifi^ iSifes* ^f 

in^^ion parts of Africa* has not^ been seen in Europe since ine. 
r^vivat V letters $' atldf thdo^^I »^ Bufi^ipm^HsSi:^ 

t l*he virtuous and even the wise princes forbade the senators 
and knights to embrace ^his scandalous profession, under pain of 
infamy^ Of, whaft^aa more.dresutfd jk^f^q^^jirpflig^e'vore^cbes. 
of exile« The 2|pr^ tS;^to/^d 4]^m t^ d^honour pv thmp and 
re^vards^'-.Neix) once pro^iiced.in. tfie Ajiei«/f<irtyfec«fiftOTs and 
Sixty knights". S(;eXjpsii>s>^^^^l&'I: W ^.^'^ ^^ has 
happily corrected a passage of SUetdfliftiln KW**^ t/W.* 
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auMtx thBf(.Sfsfutdirpjyj6Mlmom!0[ce^ the' Jhtiamss 

i^ fofm6ilf;dgHt(fo£ijA[e9(fii(M i]9tid5foisdin6s int the 

^ ^'""^ b|oBJdljri«pfi^i>j0fl<|hl« imfpMltamM. -^ Tlte S/i^ifii^ 

'ik^mt^bed wi«h/^9ivheiteet> )fW<tt^; and b^klt^-; 

iris tebedr antdgDaitt' had lonly ^^laFge n^ ar>d -a 

IWiAfiht r. with^thie^iJiitt he en<l^avouited to entati- 

I5U, irith the ethc* to dis|jiatch, his eneiflfy* K 

iteimits^dithb first tlirowi he was obliged to^fl^r 

fromthe ^^orsixit c^f^the- ir^aftir, till h« had'-pte- 

pared his Hct fo«? a secbrid ca^ *. The eroperor 

fooghttothig chartfccter seven hummed aad thirty* 

firp scyeial t imea. These glorious atehievenients 

vpiw carfafwlly lecwrded in the public acts of the 

g^pire;/ and that he might omit no circumstance 

tofi;in&my^ he received from the comtiion fund 

;of . igladaators^ a stipend so exorbitant, that it 

beoa^ a ntm ^and most ignominious ta^ upon the 

Rcunaa peDple f«. It may be easily supposed, 

that intbesei cngagetnents the master of the world 

hwas .always succ^ssfur: in the amphitheatre his 

^tories were not often sanguinary ; but ^hen he 

exearcifced l^is skill in the school of gladiators, or 

his own palace, his wretched antagonists were 

frequently honouced with a mortal wound- from 

. the hand of Commodus, and obliged to seal their 

Hit in&ra^ flattery with their blood J. He now disdained 

' ^^^^' ^^^ appeliatibn of Hercules, The name of Pau- 

. lus, a .celjebrat94 Secutorj^ was the only one which 

delighted 

* L^shis'.'J; 1^ c. 7, B. Juvenal, in the eighth satire, gives a 
' pictufesqui^ description of this combat. 

\ . f Hist. Aug3?ft-.p. fiO. Dion, U Ixxii. p. 12^. He received 
,&r fea^.tifpe, <i^a«, about 8Q0OU sterling. 

t Victor tells us, th«^t Comanodus only allowed his antagonists 
• a leaden weapon, dreading most probably tl\e consequences of 

their despair. 
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fiteitoos, and fepfctted m ilfceyriEdbubteifcadiciMfna. ^* 
6x!m^ ^ the swBfilftd'flftdb a^tp&ndkig^seiikB.f i 

I^cilla^ /v^iasj.tW Qnly ismiatorKisibftTiasftectcd the 

honour of his x^rV^^ >A$ *ifet&|er^:h«rpeTmifctefll 

.l>is sow to, cwsqlt Xibi^h sirfety :by atten&i^ , the 

jipiphith^^te. ..As a Roimn^ Jie ddclamdy tbdft 

his, own life. Mwiasia the ^ao^peror'siiao^s,. hut that 

fe^v^tft^W. flever behold. the $pq. of ^ Marqus pro^ 

8trtutti|g his pcrrson and dignity, Notwithstaod- 

ing his v^m^y riB§olution, Pomfwiainajs escapwd 

the re^enttpeflt of the^tyT^iatv anditwitfaj.iiis.te^ 

iM^pr,, had the goQd fortuiae t0 preaefciaci his iifc^$* 

Commodus had now attaiacd fh^-^suoimit of 

vi^ and ia^famy. Amidst the apcla&sktscpps ic£ 

t.a.fisUterii^g court, he was. :unabkj<x> di^im^, 

. ;fr,Q39a himself, that he had deserved !fehe,cowre3»i^ 

,^n4 hatred of e.wry maiX;of scobo aad iriitue in 

his empire. His ferocious; spirit was irritated 

by the CQiksciousnes5.of thai hatmd^ by the-env^y 

of every kind of merit, by ;the just appr«heasion 

of danger, and by the habit of slaughter, which 

he contracted in his daily amusements. History 

■• has 

* They were obliged to repeat six hundred and t\s:entj sis. 
times, Paulus frst of the Secators, kc. ',.•.;.. 

t Diony 1. Ixxii. p. ! 2Q I . He speaks of his ot^ri baseJiess and 
danger. 

t'He mixed However some prudence with his courage, and 
passed the greatebi p?rt of Im time .in-a country re tirftjaent ; 
alleging h is ad vaiiced age, ' and the weateess of his . eyes. " I 
never saw him in the senate." sajs Dion, ** except during the 
short reign of Pertinax." All his infirm itie^ !iad suddi^jftiy left 
him, and iliey returned as suddenly upon, thfe miird^'r of tjiat 
excellent prince. Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. l'9^7* ^ . -u :: ^ 
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l%ea% t^ii&YeJBia^ •twncwibtw^ }£^«ttm^ 

alasHi9^^jril|}m &t(t nf itdieiirifqiiipaiiknis tandr 
P^I^MftS^ifttdneditO: |ireiMnt &be;ileiliiictnii)r> 

dcnlJin^^beiaDrli^oiJllitt'^wple. - M^tdttf ^l£bc^^ 
thHfcaooHitneefnpttteiitillg a^dM^t t^ v^iJS&%;^ 

^2^ hndting some wild beasts. Commodus retired 
f^ ^iJ?* '° '^^P > ^"^^ whilst he was labouring with the 
efkctK^flfisaiL Jttid ttftiSS»^e^;'a toAVoli^^, ^ 
by profession a wrestla:, entered his pharobor^ 
aDft sfirangbdUBi^iwitboat fvststance. The body''' 
wfe;;5(^^."j^V^y^C(?M:.qf .A^^ 
tY^hMbioOoiki&tk'mtk ttfte^iftined ih ttie city", 0>; 

eV^msSr^:^i^^«»P«Weathi^^ 6^^' 



toi>.i loluixioooiq^t.r^H ^" " ' *>^^i > ^ ^' *' *' 

* The Prsfects were dianged almost hourly or daily ; and 
the caprice of Comoiodtis was of^en fatal to his most favourite 
cfaamberUins. Hifl. Augiut* p» 46. 51. 
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qoiispiBaqusanetiti&d)ibrolttpetbrk^h.€lUiIlfltoi^' 

noiassf«ibefsiaifej!:Heifa|ui>S\&ixMtiel]e'f99«mb^ 
mQH(:i«f thbi;|iioMBibes'je£ t|}Br0fopin(^ '^nd^iiflltf v/ 

b-..iijo7 er.lv. •• ■■■,3 zJ^isad bliw smoa gnithorf ^,I,m^ 



cenjurion, a, Pw^ect a^^jj^jj^ to»ad©jt. 
andnn Bntain. 8. He obtained an 4/<'^.or squadrt.. 

torW »a<!la,-i*Uh a iai«ii^WlwS%31?a f^^ T. He cpm- . 

15^^Pacia. 16. Of Syria. 17. Of Britain. Ijl. He had the caiv 
oi tnepubli.c provisions at Rome. 19. He was proconsul of Africa. 

'(i^'j V.\ * • ^'^o SAW ztfbommoD lo eaiiqsD 9rf? 
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1^ TH£ 0ECS/fK£^AND f ALL 

9^ Af* t1(e^rieii[t^Mini:iu8tdrs'<)f^^M ; and wkc^,^ 
i^^ at ^ ItttldiJhdfir ^fifthtf/aJgJsi, he wad awakened 
'^^■•'v— i^^Htb'the'ttflW^tljait'theiiilifatf ai«J the prae- 

^*' ., .*feetn ^)WBre'>i«^)w»'*»r^ '^ t^teeived them with 
^^ V intr^|«yfirc«ign«:ibft/andtl$sttr«ddtey woid4 e 
"'"cute theki mhatefV onjers. Instead of deaths 
t\ity oflfeTdd Jiiim thetbroni^ of the RotMn wtiyjd. ' 
D4^ing dOme nioh)efit$ he distracted thmr im«A'* 
tie^ns and a^surancefe*. Convinced* at length of 
ttie^eath of GottimodOs, he ac^iepted^tbe purjde 
With a sincere reluctance, the nattiral *Bect of 
lK*ter)owkidge both of *he duties and of the dan- 
gle c^tihe^saipfeme tanl^ ♦. 
He Mac- .i4««*g ^sdndtteted Without delay his new em- 
H^by^hf iftmr^t0th0ciMmp.of the Pwe<>orians, dffijsing at 
^orian ^^ j^^e titee through the city a seasonable re- 
pc^ >th!rt^^'Cofi4to6dus died suddenly of ^ an apo^^' 
jAexy ; ^iihi thai? tte virtuous Pertinax had already 
sudce^ded to the throne. The guards were rather 
surprised! ffian p&ased with the suspicious death of 
a pr&ieeV wlfese irfduigence and liberality they 
alone had experienced ; but the emergency of the 
occasion,' the authority of their prsefect, the re- 
putation of Pertinax, 'and the darhours of the 
peopW, obliged them to stifle their secret discon- 
tents, fp a&cep't the donative promised of the ne\V' 
etnpel«6'r/ t6 'SWear allegiajice to hinl, and with] 

' j6yfuracc!l:amations arid laurels in their hands to 

-•^ * ,.^ i.i .' ., . ^ . . conduct 

20* Pr^seAfct^ if tlie cky. H^rodian (!. i. p. 48.y^es jttstice t^* 
his disiiuetfis^ &pi£it ; but C^pitolinus, %vho coll<;cted ev^rjf 
popular' runiour, charges hiin ^vith'a great fortune acquired by 
ba^rjiiaiid conuption. 

* Julian, in the Cajsars, taxes him with being accessary to the 
death of Commodus. 
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OF X«l&»0MANEi8IIEna.3m ' ^ 

now yeitfj the 5fei<5t$C!3Fs.Iiei5pectiedi:mn?^w^^ 

who ,y?et. pre^rw?4 wy teg^id Cqit' pypd^i»)e' .girl 
deceipic^Ti CopijOQ4iis tad r^3Q>k#d tQ |)ia8fi; tiw^^ 
night in thpgls4mox'^ scbpol, a^^ftoj^ tb«ns^' 
Xp t^k§: poB§e?sipa of thiS ppps^lf h^p^ - in; JiiCiii^feit 
and with jhe a^teivlance of that, in^mm^ f^J^W^ 
On a sudden, before the bre^k pf 4;j^v tte' S^Pl^t^^ 
,W4S cjilleji togetbdr in th^. tQwplei;ftf Ce^MSi, 
' t$) me^t ffce guards, and to latify; th^i^hmQUi^i»: ?' ' , . ^ 
new e^pfxor. For ^ few wiiavyies ;»beyr:?3t 4a j /..s:->j^'" 
.sil§i[\t ^wpf?nse, doubtful q£ t^m W^J^pegSf d #r j 
Uvei^JM^ee^ , aad suspicioMs of. tb^ crug^ %j:Ufi9?* 5^1 
Cpmmodus; but wb^^. at. length tb^y:Wr^i:e?i^, 
sured that, the tyrant ws^ m W??^^ th^ytirtjjigoed 
tbemseslyes t? ,the trai^sjwjts fif joy ?^p4 i^^lS^?- 
tion. Pertiijt^, who ippdesdy . f jsgy i^s^nted the 
meanness 0^ his extractioii, aflc^poinitcd put se- 
veral noble senators more, deserving -th^n himself 
of the empire, w*s constrainp^ by t)jj?ir dutiful 
violence to ascend the throne, . an4 r^ppived ftU 
the titles of Imperial ppwer^ (jonfirinqd ^y ..tlic. 
most sincere vows of fidelity* The.memory of tiiemc 
Commodus was branded with eternal infamy, ^^iittt 
The names of tyrant, of gladiator, of public ene- declared 
toy, resounded in every corner of the house. *'***°^°^- 
They decreed in tumiiltiious vote&, that liis ho- 
nours 
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:Mirtil*5t 



C^ p. hours should be r<^v. l -r!, In titles erased from 
the pablic monunionts, bis statues thrown down, 
his body dragged ^^-itfi a ^ooTc into tbc stripping- 
room of the gladiators, to satiate the public fuiy.j 
and they expressed some indignation against those ' 
officious servants who had already presumed to 
screen ^s remains from the justice of the senktel 
But Pertinax could not refuse those last ritcii'to 
the memory of Marcus, and the tears of his fii^t 
protector Claudius PompeianuSj who lament 
the cruel fate of his brother-in-law, and ^ament^ 
ed still more thalt he had deserved it *, '^^?*^>i*^^ 

i^gtijims- These effusions of impotent rage agafttst ii 



of 



tKe Mn«te dead emperor, whom the senate had flatterefl 
^ when alive '\krith the most abject servility, " 
trayed a just but ungenerous spirit of reverti 
The legality of these decrees was however '^i 
ported by the principles of the Imperial tohs 
tutidn. To censure J to depose, or to pur 
with death, the first magistrate of the repjit 
^o^d^?M^d«te^efega«^ ^as *rat 

cient arid undoutil&id Tw^erbgafivd^ # th^jRwi^ 
senate f j" but thai feet)le assembly was obliged^tJ 
content itself with ihffictirig on a fallen" t^M^f 
tiiat'pu'blic jiislite: frohi which, during 'His 19^ 
and' telgif ;\fle fi^ Wejri shielded by tSe stix)^^ 
ahfl of* Mfitary' 3e^^ » ' ^' ■ '^ ""' ^ ' 



jg:ge«,ug Afe, jwticiilars of these }vmu 
Inoved hycte senator, and wpeatca.'or latner 

f^^the senate 'condemned Nero to he:ip^t{f)ide^^Qf(iip^^jij^ 
runty Sueton. c« 49. 
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%P§Af^li&9f9f^ 



i6t 



]Saj6mai S901A a nobler way ot condemning P ^ 4 ^. 
his J^reStJd^ ; by th6 contrast of his ^ 'J^. 

bwn trirtues, Sjdt^ the vices of Commodus* On ^gj^^r^ 
the day of Kis aicession, he resigdetl ovtr to his ffetttnai. 
Nvife and son his whole private fortune; that they 
might have no pretence to solicit favours at Lhtf 
e;8:pence of the state* He refused to flatter the 
vanity of the foifmer with the title of Augusta; 
or to coi^eiJt the inexperienced yaUth of the lat* 
ter by the yank of Csesar. AccUiately distin^ 
gui^hing ; betwjeen the duties of a parent and 
those of a 30v^reignj he educated his son mth a 
seviejte simplicity* which, while it gave him no 
jfi<$Sjugced. prospect of the throne, might in time ^ 

h^ye jreadpred )iini worthy of it. In public, the 
IjpJwyiQur^ pf Pertinax was grave and affable, -• ' 
!^e lived, Mfith t^e virtuous part of the senate, 
j[?in4^jn» a private station, he bad been acquainted 
mtth the trujB ch^acter of each individual,) with- 
out eitJipr pnde or jealousy ; considered them as 
fiden^. and companions^ with .wluMii he had 
shared, the d^gers of the tyranny, and with 
Vjhom be wished to ^njoy the security of thef 
present time. He very frequently invited theni 
tq familiar entertainments,, the frugality of 
which was ridiculed by those who reniem- 
bered and regretted the luxurious ptodigality of* 
Conmiodus ** 

Vol. I. M To 

* Dion ft. ixxiii. p. 1233.) speaks of these entert$iiutteii|5j as 
a senator who had cupped with the emp^eror. Capitolmit^ l&t. 
August, p. 58.) like a slave^ who had received his intelligence 
from one of the sculIic^iSi 
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youmtoii. Uft¥«»ft.^«jtto&/i»*Qrpjet »^ feqaUe4 

T;hc;:iji^i»i#jijjfcpd,i^^ murdered senatoof^ (foy 

il^j^ljf.l^y9n^,4e^t^J| we?e deposited in the; sepul- 
chres of., ^h^ij.ai^^estcur&j their memory wa?, jus-e 
tii^ed ;^ ,apd every Qaosolation \^ .tie^tQwed op 
ti9irxuijg^d.an4 aflSlicijed families, ^^jftoupu^ thes? 
cpQnsQlatiqps^-Ope.of the most grateful waif the 
pl^iJ^I^^^t of the , delators.; tfie qommoi^ ene-j 
i^es Q^ th^^r master^ of virtup, ajyj of their coun- 
tr^j, ' Y^tr^veu in the inq^uisition of the^ legal 
a,^s^5f^s^|^eri^n^proceede4 with a^.steMy tejn-^ 
gpj^ w^ich^^ye i^Yerjr thing to j.ustif;:e, andt Ao-j 
tl^m^tp ppp,ular prejudice and resenjmen]t, . ., 
Hiswguia- ,^1^hQ^ fii^nc^s of the state dema;ndjpd thje, mx)st, 
"^•^ ^^^TfX, care of the emperor. Though every 
m^asur^ of injustice and extortion Ijiad, been, a- 
4o|*ed« which could coljbct the property o£ the * ^ 
swiyect into the coffers of thie prince; the.rap^^ 
ciousness of Commodus had bceij^ so very inade-. 
qv^Xp to his e:ictravagance, that upon hi^ deathi^ 
np. mpre thaii.e^ht thousand pounds w^re found. 
ij^^ the ^exhausted treasury *, to defray the QUr- 
r^nt ./[jxpefiqes of government, and to dishajge 
the. pressing demand of a liberal donative, which 
^ the 

^*£.]D£^^iy.j!l^j4)li^»d kft his sucoes* 

sors a'tEOSMifipf^ %fici^ !^pt-ies miilies^- above two and twentjfj* 
qai] lions sterluig. Dion^ 1. Ixxiii. p. 1S31. 
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the new iftnipetx>r<fad4 b^nb^6bfi^ to {ji^cde to e "» a p« 
the Praeto^ti g^todSi i'>ll¥t^hi«fer<lhfec^^i' iv- 
tressed: 'circnmstin^iv' P<i^al*k>Aad^h*fi^«riei»«*- 
firmness m i«mit^ Ml «fe ^^^ifesivef^i^^i^ 
ed by ComttioduS, ««* '&y>^kHA^^m thk^iailjtefr 
claiuis of the ttmv^ j ' ^lifiifg;^^^ ieiirigte oJF 
the senate, *n^t hfe t*asi>et*^^sa)tiil&a'to?ttdini* 
^* nister a poor re{)uMfc with itinofc^ttce/ ^han t© 
** ac4uirie richesi by the ways jof tyranny and ^sv 
"honour.^ Oeconomy and indtisiry^he consi* 
dered as th# pure.andgenuines^utc^s of wealth; 
and fi^m th^ra he soon derived a cOpicftfe supply 
for the public necessities. The exp^ii<ie Of the 
household was immediately tediiced t6 prie halfv 
AH the ihstrunients ctf'liixuryl IPertitiat fe^pos^d ' 
to public auction *, gold arid silver ^fete, cha- 
riots of a singular construction, 'a' stpeilftuOug 
wardrobe of silk and embroidery, aiidia great 
number of beautiful slaves of bcAh s'exes ; except;- 
ing only, with attentive huinatiitj^, thOse who 
were, born in a state of frfeedotn,' and had been 
ravished from the arms of their weeping parents. 
At the same time that h^ obliged the worthless* 
favourites of the tyrant to resign a part of their 
iil-gotten wealth, he satisiied the just Creditors of 
the state, and unexpectedly discharged the long 
arrears of honest services. He removed ihe op- 
pressive restrictions which had been Mid upon 
commerce, and granted all the uncultivated 

*]Vt2- ' ' ^ ''' ^'lands'" 

* Besides the design of converting these useless ornaments 
Into money, Pion (1. Ixxiii. p. l^2&.) assigns two_§ecret motives 
6f Pt*rtiifa3f. -He wisfh^d to o^pbsa the vites of CcJmmodnr,' and 
to- disco verfcy the pure hrvsers those wlaO mo2t resembled him. 
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t64 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

.i^WMa HAMo^ am lo 

H A F. lands in Italy and the provinces, to those who 

*■ ' « ' "" ' *iilwt«dWi«|g4hlPtfe»i^«9ih^e&rS* ."S'^' 2f^ 
j;;;^^ oj Sa«h<|iBWii«(Atotc(iittdtn«d9aft«i^sfec^^ 
hHtr. toOtadtiiibx tlildi«iM«lteb!t«^d^4^idV«SH<igA; the 




Ittt^d^Si^af^hfeari^itf^j and rfatt^f^i'ttt^in. 
rtiB^f^JS^iM^ ^oWd' ibng -eiijoy 'tlie' feeniS 
. iii«*iirfe4^ohii;(^4Ai«llitmtioii^Ah^f^zia^^^ 

from tne years ana expenenfce oTPertmax, provr 
esf inaiscreuon unitedraffainst hmi ihe^eryile 

i tyrant to tTie^gJ^gfaJfe£llJ#K^t|gJ^Si^j 

noqu I i>' be 

':lr!fith^a|;^iffiiip)(infoitS;4T3it>|riofeed'.-np<iina|> i<feit«les^ ffie 

t Leges, ram 9iu;aaii^iBexei«lbiIem'«$se>, T. Liv.iLs. . .-'> 
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i/^.1 a/.h dviuoia am 

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i<>5 

.' -JCA. -iJ oJ ,?ooriiYoiq srfJ has xiail ni zbnti »l a H •>- 

his reign, ^fh§^|li09'i«Pil^^^li^lKHu6 sstufo; ^— trr-' 

fi^%i^^smiiPm^Sim)i(tx^mtmm9A9sa to "n;;;^ 



<^i»j' 




year, a ^li ^o»};J t^^^flfe l9ff j^lteffinfi^ite 
~ ^ cons ^ ^ t , 



A conspW 
racy pw- 



injured emperor; wh6 cpnjvirea th^ senate, ^tjiat 
fhef puirii^y'of' his reigii might nortie kaine^ by 
thd'>b1bdr^Wrfk:^^^ ^'' l^'-''' ^. . V . . 

The^ disa^prtntnients lie^^ --^"^' 

fhe ragi of tBe pfetorik^'fc'iPd^?^^^^^^ Jat"* 
twjttty^tghfli df Mardi. Hgfi^lMi'^aft^ dhljr ^r^ 
ifibr the death of Goihmddtxs, a geitehd sedrtioh im/ 
bit)lce out in the campjwhlfetfthe^dfficers Wanted ^J^^^^* 
eilhdr power or iricfiMtioft td'^iipf)Eess.- T^o or l«««>* 
tbree htttidr&d of thb -mos^^'^^^pdik^ s6)^rs^ 
mardis4 a* libol^ day/.<^it»%WflS^%i<t!Sgir%«n«to 
s^fiH7'm%teirlool»,tawM(totKtt^lW^ 
The '^iDes'Wtyi t1iydwf^o^ekivb;^th^tii&ompaaag^ 
.^ M 3 upon 

beliaiied irlteiHebinDftc^tttlainc tadu^&skyirwitNSXlKB^fi^kstafm 
day of his accession. The wise empeii^»<lidT)aitioii)Bh^lini) 
of his yonth addinixperidiiCB?'*Mas^i^ugiiist;qp& OCU? {" :^2 3 J * 
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l66 ^ " «* ^^Itm-AiiD FALL 

CHAP, upop guard ; and by the domestics of; the. old 
IV. court, who had already ,j^iTPed^ a secret conspiracy 
' against the life or the tboVirituous emperor. On 
the.Qde^s^of tb^ir«j«pp^oach, Sertinax, disdaining 
either ilig^htQ¥vCoxic:ea}|nent, advanced to meet his 
f^$^n2i:;,aj^ reQ^Ued to thqir ininda his owa 
inxKocence, axxd the sanctity of their yecent oath. 
For a few moments they stood in silent suspense^ 
shamed of their atrocious design, and a^ed by 
the y^i^r^]^ aspect and m^estic firmness of 
their sovereign, till at length the despair of par-. 
iowTffcvivipg their fury, a barbarian of thecoun- 
ft-y of^Tongres * levelled the first blow against 
P^rtiriak^ who was instantly dispatched wilJhn 
fnuhhude of wounds* His head separated from hh 
bod^, and placed on a lance^ was carried, in tri- 
umph to 'the Praelorian camp, in the sight of ^ 
moujmful and iijdignant people^ who lamented 
the unwortiiy fate of'thM excellent prince, and 
the; transient blessings of a reign, the liiemorf^ of 
which could serve only to aggravate their ap, 
proaehing misfortune^f f •. 

Chap, 

• The jnodem bishopric of Iiieg^. This soldier probably be- 
longed 10 the Bat*|via.ii horse-guards who were mostly rais<?cl iiji 
the duTchy of teueldres and the neighbourhood, and were distin- 
guished by th<Bir valour, and by the boldness with whioJi they 
swam thei;r horses across the broadest and ipost rapid rivers^^. 
Tacit. Wsti 5v» 12. Dion, 1. Iv. p. 797* Lips ins de magnitudine 
Homg%a«4. i«c. 4i - 

f D|cii, 1^ txxiii. p. 1932. Herodian, 1. ii. p. 60. Hist. Augusts 
p* 58<* -♦'Wclwifi.'^Epitomva^d'in Cats^ib. Eutropios, tiii. |ft^ 
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'■\ " " ■:■. ^ '•'•:,' .:-'^/ ooj :^fl: th'^hi 5X1^ janiLj^i^ '•^ 

Pul^U Sate of the En^i't^UV^mm ^timus^By 

the Ptatorian Guardf:*^tyMUt'AU^^ 
^ tairti Prescennius Niger ' in Sfffa''^SM <Sij^im»s 

Severu/in Pannohiai declare agniffsf'tbt'^J^^ 
^^ derers of Pertindx — Civil War's aM P^ttmyof 

Severuf over bis three Rivals ..^^elaxatim tf 

DisdpUne.'^New Maxims of Oovtfiiftk^^ 

THE power of the sword isInKxrr^sensibljr chap. 
felt ifi aii extensive mc^^ohx^ithan, in a ^* 
sttiall cbirimuBity. It has been calct:rbited.7by tkt Fw^tii^ 
ablest politiciaas, -tbat iio state, withoiidtij Ming oftheroi- 
soon exhausted^ can maintain ! iibofe^ libe . faJJA tothen^< 
dredth p^rt oF its members i& arnis md idkQeaSi J^pj^*^*' 
. But although this . relative prc^brfcioia Litwiy W 
dniforiii, the infltience .o£.the army<0[ver;the rest 
of the society will vary accordiilg te> . ^;he. jdegir0.^ 
of^ its positive strengths . Thej^yant^es of, pair 
litary science and discipline , caiuxot be exerted^ 
unless ^ proper number of soldiers, are united into 
one body, and actuated by one soul. With a 
handful of men, such an union .would be ia«ffec- 
tual; with an unwieldy host, it/ would^^ 
practicable; and the powers of the makrhine 
would be alike destroyed by the ^extropfii ']mh* 
nuteness, or the excessive weight, of its fe{Jtft*g^. 
To illii^trate this observation, -w^^ need onlyire* 
fleet, that there is no superiority of natural 
strength, artificial weapons, or acquij^ed skill, 
M 4 which 
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<««P THirilHIDiKAJIiOI BAUL lu 

eiiiiAT.}«4ic]i')cogttilelADiB^«fft UpS'l^^^ ifi^:kdHtttt 

^;:^ :'lt^llI4'4^ii di9»l«C^ fi[itltta<lR«Mlr(^ 

-.irdhdiidpBBed46l^w»iwUl'<<^fr««afed^^ 

Ls£<qp<ot ipma riibusaflii ^gfa«ti»i<»gill ttrikettgrf 
ror into the n^pst ;i m mqroiiB :|p^faBrtn«liat evex 

e i^.BiOQii^ltt eppnei^ sQ^irdj (UBo^^ 
ThAiit. bil»egti^S94.^vml><ff tH^ ilttf^^^iiiN&ithBirja^ti- 

^ th^ first rnqti?!^ jg*,rf^^ij„fiPfo<%tWpH*ed 
^ , t^^e feyoured tFP9gs ^y ^ ^u^ pgy^,^^,^upe- 
' .^iior, |>rivikges;' 1^^,^ thjjj5 fprmjd^bi^ aspect 

Roman pfeople, three cohorts only were statioried 
in the capital ^ whilst the remainder was dis^ 

v.is . „v --..A ;:: ■:.';.> persed 




Digitized by 



Google 



OFJHB BOMASmODUaHI 169 

, 'H«fllifir^if» * iie9»WW »»^S«»* *WBjfe% »ii»r<*' 7 ' 

)on ted(>iBnrfiiJMBg,ait umiuB n§.J80fn ad) oJni 101 
Suldii^Kirad^lerac]inidts«tw«lsv«fl>faftfa«eM»jr, iwr 

■ IqP Sk l^mii^iatf, WkNiSak'im'^^m by 
^fb^e t6'icdh«iea& ftotti tfifei&i fc'tli^'p&son of 



•* i>»::>/r,*.: v:^^; viae '^.110.103 3^-.at .olafoa ns^rr.* . 

^. ^- m 

f i^ Sueton. in August, c 4d. 

t Tacit, Annal. iv. fi. Suetott. in Tiber, c. 87. Dion Cas- 




'I .^V^ ^? i^^ Y^^^ls ^i^^Vit^^^^^^ the 

lauinnal and Viminal hills. See Nardini Ro|iia Antic^^v p, 174, 
Donatus de Boma Antica, p. 46. 
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v« &mou these/ dangorokiB sKflQctioiuii^ jthf &riiiert and 
best «stfthibhddf princcsr ^wwftobliged t^ mix Wactw^ 
dbhment^ withneammaads^ fdwari» v^i4& punish^ 
ments, to fiatter tfadhr pcidct^ iniltilge thebr pdea^* 
sues, ainnivii at ifaoir irv^guktitiea, andtopuiv 
dam liuix ptecatipus; faith by a liberal doQatirre ; 
which, since Ac elevalipa of Claudius, waS^ea^' 
acted as a legal claim, on the accession oif every. 
,^ new emperor *i^. ^' ' 

-**» ' 2?he advoc^cs of the guards endeavoured tp 
juAify byf arguments, the power which they as- 
-. . spstbdhydxxmi and to maintain that, accord- 

Their spe- / ; ' . . , ^ ^ , . 

douf m^ tef the pur^t pnnciples of the constitution, ^ 
^jfrsfr cbasea'K^Was essentially necessary in the dp- 
pwfeitntontiof an-empcror. The decfion of con^i 
soBk^ afgeawwtb, and of magistrates, however it. 
httd'rbwin recently usurped by the senate^ was the 
anticait! and undoubted right of the Roman peo- 
ple f. But where was ttie Rdman peopk to be: 
fiyumi? Notsucely am<Migst the ipaixed multitude, 
of slaves and strangers that filled the streets of 
R6me; a servile, populace, as devoid of spirit as 
destitute of property. The. defenders of the state, 

selected 

*. Clapdiusf, raised by the soldiers to the empire, was the first 
wlio give a donative., fi^e gave gufVfa dena^ l^UA, (Srt**oii«in 
Cjiaiid^j^ 10.) when Marcus, with his colleague Lucius Yerus, 
took quiet possession of the throne, he gave wcerta, 1601. to 
each of the guards. Hist. August, p. 25. (Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p, 
1!^.) "Vfe^anay fQtm Spme idea of the amount of these a|ums, 
by Hadrian's (ooroplaii^t, tb^t the promotion of a Caesar had CfO^t 
llfia<S«*!Aa«;/&r;< two. iniUioBS. and a half sterling. 

t Cicero de Legibus, Iti. 8. ; The fir^ft book of I^iyy, and thj$ 
sectfftdooif Dipnyjius-of HalJcarnass^s, shew the authority of 
the people, even in the election ot the kings. 
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seie^d fiom tlie flower' bfthiltaJiftn 5r«ttij tcntt^iMK 
and tmined in the ^ei^lie ^^ aro^ aad^iiciitQei Vi 
were: the genmne repr^sentsttivesf irf^ theJ^peofJlei ^•'"'"^^ 
and the best entitled to elc»>t the^military icJiicf otf 
the republic. These asswtionsi bowevet defi^ctirw 
in reason, became unanswerable, when the fi«rce - 
Praetorians increased their: weight, \>y tbipwtng^ 
like the barbarian conqueror of Rome, thcif swordt ' 
into the scale f. 

The Praetorians had violated th^ sanctity ^^J^ 
the throne, by the atrocious murder of Pertinax to«i«. 
they dishonoured the majesty of it, by theirsufew 
sequent cemduct. The camp was withoiJLt a kactet^ 
for even the praefect LdBtiis,- who^hadeiEcited? tj^o- 
teinpest- prudentiy declined Uie public; itidigna:*- 
fionv Amidst the wild disorder StiipictanuSt ti»rf 
empefoi^s father-inJaw, and governor of the 
city, who hM been sent to the camp on the^£ii»k^ 
alarm of mutiny, was endeavouring to calm.tlwcr. 
f iKy of the Biultitud^, when he was silenced hf 
the clamorous isetum of the murdarets, beami^ 
pn a la'Tice the head t^ Pertinax^ Though his- 
tory has accustomed us to observe tvtsry principle 
and every passion yielding to the impeirious die-, 
tates of ambition, it is scarcely credible that in 
these moments of horror, Sulpicianus should 
have aspired to ascend a throng polluted with tHe 
^ ' . ■ \ •' ' recen-v 



I 



* They were originally recruited in I^t^nm; Btrarla^/and ite. 
old colonies: (Tacit. Anna}, iv. 5*)' Tfie emperw Otho^ ciM*J)liw 
ments their vanity, with the flattering tiitles df It?ili» jAKtomm, 
Bomaua verejiiventus. Taciti Hist^i, 84. -^ ' J - > > ■ ♦ 
' t In the siege of Rome bf the'Gau^s." gee Livy,<Tf. '^ Plx^,.- 
tarch in CamiU. p. l4s. ■ , V 
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tn( 



a orso near S" relation, and, so excel* 



lifi. 



itb 



<^G^S%,^i!il^ notoBtaln i" just pnce JTor 






^^'" ^ "''" " 

froin 



acted DY taiinn 

t}b«ido*dbdbQ^.,Mni;i^li^iihpri«^iR?.> 'Mist; XJ^ 

sudb^^ll^^e soldiers. 
f Spamanus softens the most odious parts of the character 



«o 

as 



/m 
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at, 



clared empprpr, and xeceiv^ji av jeiia|h.ot ft^eg^ 
ancetrom the soldiers, ,yrh<3^/ii»J?itM^!,fcttj^ 

#?w-5ff7?'i €^^^^^\%ni^^ mmm^i^mr^ ' 

sphatj.ei^eB^ies p^ Julian, .fpya^ j^.nje^^^ll^gf.tp. 
ail^Qt ^, , mo^ie ,than .cpirnnpn share .f)^^$ati§^^i<W)/ 
at .thw ^h^Jipy;. revQ|utio» ^." ] ,Aj§e?_^^^ l*j4 
filled the * senate house with, araagd, ^Rl'fecS.-he 
expatiated. op the freedom ^pOj^^^^|^9^ h^, 
own eminent yirtu^s,^ijd his^C^a^i^g^^^ 
anecjtibhs of the senate. The obsequious assem*- 
bly congratiilated their own and the public fcli- 
cAji ;» iiing^ge^ ^theiK:^aikgiaiH»,.t^iMlxcoQ^ 

♦ Dion Cassius, at that time praetor, hadlfeen a personal ene- 
my to Julian, 1. Ixxii. p. jl35. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TT4 1Wi|l!icm«l^iiK»'^£li 

vt byilhci same* AiUttity^prbcedfekMi, to take posses- 

^- ^ ' ' ^ fion of tlie pato^^. ^ Th* feit^obje^tji thdt sttticfe 

M^lion ^" his eyesi were tlwi^' sfcanifcaed trunk of P^rtinax. 

thepdace. ^jj^ the fjf Vigil 't^icrfeiniiient prepared- for his 

lupper. The one -he viewed with indifFcrcnee J 

the other with contempt. A magnificent feast 

was prepared by his order, and he amused hhn- 

self till a very late hour, with dice, and the pert 

formailces of Py lades, a celebrated dancer. Yet 

it was observed, that after the crowd of flatterers 

dispersed and left him to darkness, solitude, and 

teriible 'reflection, he passed a sleepless night; 

- -• revolving most probably in his mind his owii 

\ ' rash folly, the fate of his virtuous predecessor, . 

j^nd the dSoiibtfuland dangerous tenure of an em* 

^ pireirwhicti had not been acquired by merit, but 

purchased' by, money f. - 

He had reason to tremble. On the throne of ^ 

Sdu^w- the world! he found himself. without a friend, and 

**** even without an adlierent. The guards them-. 

selves were ashamed of the prince whom their 

avarice had persuaded them to accept; nor was 

there a citizen who did not consider his elevation 

with horror,, as the last insult on the Roman 

TOme. The pobility^ whose conspicuous station 

^d^ajpgle possessions exacted the strictest caution, 

4^sembled their sentiments^ and met the affected 

civilijty 

■•'",• * ■ ',' ' ' ' 

■* Hist^'iu^t.p:61. We learn from thence OTiecariousor. 

t»-..„^ t^-it tVi» new emperor, whatever had been his birttt, 

!^^mpd\aX aeeSt^ to the number of Patrician families. 

+ n;^ 1 xSf 1333. Hist. August, p. 61. Ihaveendea- 
voured to Wend into^one consistent story the seeming contradic. 
tioas of the two wTitdrs* ' 
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cencj, and pifofes^t^i^s ^f:4ufyflhliB*:i|iittl» peCxpkj -v^ 

lie, plac^ep, qf Rome ,]few>iflTidf 4 (isji^^l^j^joiw ft^ ^ 
impp«.q«tiQ(as, Tt)e^ enraged jmA^itj^p aff^ 
the person. of Julia,p, reje<^t^d bis J^ibefilitjr^ ai)d 
conscious, Qf the ia»jK)te?ic^ of , their}. Q:5V^^aj;?5enV 
«W[it, .they >^^^ glpud oa thf. l^giops^ <>C thp 
froBtiers. to 4ssprt the violated m^jejity of,,tha 
Ronj^H empire. 

The puhlic (Jiscontpnt was soon ^i^P^ji fi^^. 2?^ 
^e c;?9tre ,tQ the J&Qjottiei:? pf the ew|di;e. Thet lytu, and 
arnues of Brit5tm» of Syrig^ ^ndi oi^^ IUyri<?um, ^^^^ 
lameiitea. the death, of Pertinax* iii.whoae.com- agwntt 
p^i>y, or under whose command, the^ hgul^ so ^*****' 
o/ten. fought and conquered. They received 
with surprise, witja ' indignation, a^^ perhapsr 
with envy, the extr^ordinaify intelligeheei^ that 
the Praetorians ha^d disposed of the empire by ^.r* 
public auction ; a»4 they ste;cnly refused to ratil i* 
fy the ignominious bargain^ Their immediate 
and unanimous revolt was fatal to JuKian, but it . 
was fatal at the same time tQ the public peace ; 
as the generals of the respective armies, Clodius 
Albinus, Jescennius Niger, an^d Septimlu^ Seve-: 
rUs^ were still more, anxioti^ to succeed than ttf 
revenge the murdefed Pertinax. Their force* 
Were exactly balanced. Each of them Was "^l 
thc^ head of three legions *, with a numerous 
teaia of auxiliaries; and however different in 

' ' ^ '■:[, :tfeeir- 

■ •■■/•' > •■ ■ •■• .•.-■-. ■•■•,■•.•(.; ,:,,.0 . • 
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'>7^ "TftiMBiBiti ftWT Tfirt 

^^S^ . ClodiusAlbinus, governor of Bntap^ ^Virp^^fi 
AibiMtte sed lioth his competitors in the nobility of his 
cyttraction, which he derived from some of the^ 
most illustrious names of the old republic*^ 
But the branch from whence he claimed his! 
descent^ was sunk into mean circumstances, ani 
trarusplanted into a. remote province, |t la dif-^ 
ficult to form a just idea of his true character. 
Under the philosophic cloak of, austf ritjr^ he, 
stands accused of concealing most ot the yices^ 
yt'hjich degrade human nature f. But his accusers 
arc those venal writers who adored the fortune oi. 
Severus, and trampled on the ashes of an un- 
successful rival. Virtue, or the "appearances or 
\irtue, recommended Albinus to the coiifidence 
and good opinion of Marcus ;, and his preserving 
with the son the same interest whfch hS had ac-^ 
quired with the father, is a proof at least that he^ 
\vas possessed of a very flexible disposition. The' 
favour of a tyrant does not always suppose a want ^ 
of merit in the object of it; he may, without^ 
intending it, rciwktd'a ihah aftfity? 

^v be may find iifcti ^'4' itian ^ tisefiil to iiis bwrf 
service. It does' iiot^llppear ttiit Albihtis ^lerffeS^ 
the s6n of Marctts, iiith^r as' the tiiini^tef 6P M^ 
cruelties/ of even a^ tHe asisociate of his*^le«5ti5rtJJP 



r-. / 



f ^h^ |*i)8t1iumiaA and the Cejon^ian ; the former of^^t^Op 
"Was f^^sed to|h^ 5;o|isvrtship in the fifth year after its fnrfmRion. 

i SpaxXJamB^ ID. Mrs uadig^ste^ collections, niixes ii])f iij|f tl^e 
virti^9 and.jau the vicses that ^nter into the human cothpositipiif 
and bestows them on the same object. Such/ indi^d; aTe^malRy 
oi the 9>»^fff ia the Augustan History. ^ 
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He' *v^s' employed in a distmit honourable com* (J It At. 
mand^ when he received a confidential letter from' ^JS* ,w 
the empefpr, acquainting him of the treasonable "^"'^-•'•-^ 
designs bf some discontented generals, and au- ^ ' - 
thorising Tiim to declare himself the guardian 
and successor of the throne, by assuming the 
title iirid ensigris of Ciesar *. The go\ emor of 
Britain wisely declined the dangerous honour; 
which \TOuld have marked him for the jealousy, 
or involved' him in the approaching ruin, of 
CommoAus. He courted power by nobler, or, 
at least by tnorfe specious arts. On a premature 
rcpoi^fonhfe death of the emperor, he a 
his troops ; and, in an eloqiieiit 'discourse, de» 
ploredTthe^ inevitable miscHiefe of despotism, des- 

crlbel tb« VpP"^^^? ^"^ S^^^^ whicli their an- 
cestors' had enjoyed uTider the consiilar goVerri- 
mem, ^nd- declared his firm resolutibn' to reinr 
^ state thp senate and people in theii" legal autho-- 
rijfr This popular harangue \yi^s ?im\yercd by 
the loud, acclamations of the British leg]9ns, and 
xeceived at Rome with a secret murmur of ap- 
plause. Safe in the. possession of this little world, 
a^dinthe command ofan^ariiay less difitingmJied' 
indeed for disciplin*? ii^n for numbers and 
valour f, Albinus braved the nienaces^of Com*, 
modus* maintained towards Pertina.^ a ^^ stately 
;«J;^i)iguous reserve, and instantfy declared' against 
Yol/i. N the 

' ♦ PirtiPM. who governed Britain a few yeart I 
lelt for 4teaa,m a inptiny oP the SoMim. HHl«t. 



.' !-!3ii7«>.:if;g^;*,JF#' 



leit lor aeaoj. "1 » "•m"".t "» i .1 liT Uii iL»\a iu "jiiii^ 

Ye» ttoey loye^and i«'Sfetted-h-iril,radmiftfai?}Ws*»J|,«rt*^ 
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«#>fo^W09> J!a4t?»*te^^^^lf tbQl^tSW«tt 

?W?^^9^[¥^ obsq^rc^tirth and' st^^^^ 

c^^pi^^^iJ^yr]^^^^ ^ines pf. civil coiif\^lp^^a^^^ 
him u]^ near 'prmpcQt ^ of Jthe tb^cy^f • , ,/j^^t his^ 
parts s^j.eqa rtp b^ye teen better s\]iite'd ip^ ^!^?;5^-* 
contftnari tcf tM first rank; he was ah \m^<jual 
. rivaii'tKoug)^ hq might have approvecj himself ai\ 
excellent Jieaitenaiit, to'Severus,; who aftenyardsi, 
^ii'splayeil the neatness of hifc mindly adoptiijft 
EcTtral yserul iDstitutiqnsiroin a vaijqmshed ene*. 
my +•' fi^r his goyernment, Niger -acquired the 
esteem of tne soldiers^ /$nd tpe loye of tne pro* 
vihcialsv fiispgid discipline fo^ 
and confirmed the obedience of the former, whiki 
the vpljUptuou& Syrians were less ijehghted wit:Ii 
ihe mild firmiriess of hi^ admipisttatm^ 
ihe^fFability of his m?tm^Ti, and tfi^^^apparenC 
pleasure with which he attended their frequent 
W jimQpPWSF)fegtiv9i^ J^tvjv;^ i^g^l^cf^dtbi?. int^. 

;.i.cr,>l 'Jo tn.-..a :■ a- .-, ^j *; c^ ,:»-};»f:' ,;a.i/. , {[:. :iu -linWi^i^ 
* Sueton, in Galb. c. la, ncTuitoJ 

festivals, which at once ^mifkd^mQir s^fftitigiij^j^i^nJJ^fellf. 
love of pleasure, * ., . ,, j,, ^ . 
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]i^!<i(^?'^'i%^ ih^^^M^m wmsi^fyei^imi 




ifig^ir^i^.nbt ^apaWe' of fe^^iving this sudden 
f^djB^if^J^ he flkttf ri^a liimself that liis ac^ 

eessiop ; wojrid^ undiiturti^d b^ cd^ petition^ 
ip^ nnslRintd hy civil blood j If rid whilst ji^ en^ 
joyCft'tW of! triumph, ^e neglected 

to secure^ thVmeaiis of victory. Instead of e^ter- 
Migmtp an effectual negociation wittithepowap- 
fat al^nifes;; of tlie west, wli£»e resolution; might 
decide^ or af balance, rhe mighty con- 

test j ia^alf of jidvahcingWiu^^ Hel ay towards 
Ror&ie and Italy ^ where hik presence, was fimpa- 
tiently expected +» Niger tntfta ^way^ m the 
luxury 6t Antioch, those irrctopvaDle moments 
which wei'e dihgently improved by tneACcisive 

activity of S^erus t. . . i r r 

^ir , ;'.(j'<ji; -Mi.:- /.. • ^. ^\ ^ ^ , \[ K) vtiiiJ-iJu^^ii 

M Jllkmgifirhel^, in B%yp^ i^ mentidiiM lA tfte Artii^S 
Sijtor^Vpis an ally, and, indeed, as a personal friend of Niger. 
If Spartianus is not, as I stronj^ly suspect, mistaken, he has 
brought to light a dynasty of tributary princes totally unknown 
to history. •'♦ •> Mjj.rl nc ♦rrojoiiS * 

" t Dion, 1. toil. p. 1288. Herod. 1. %: jfi C^^^-*!*; -^ ^in 
ei^crf ane^s^m&th at tlj^t tiftie, si^fetes t^V^i^r^srftKPm^al 
obinlte'of theihr^ rivAls; QbtiVrtuV est 'M>«?>V*'i><^^^^-Wi 
p?5srmi*.^/^iih- Hist; August, p.fs';: ''^•^^ tf^ibjJv/, : TtgVl 
4Herodian,l.ii,p,ri. .m.'.i:^lif tr, . • 
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S^ W4a«i'9i(y''«o^^}ftf.,#!%t,wn<i mo^t difficult 

t»rbsi|s)f^had,pvci; ^ippeared in tht; iifil4,iilarn;^4j 
)^ 4ecljfiifig.pa^«i:: Au^ust.tui^ £Uid,e:(er(;ieiip4 X}^ 
Si&ia>tFi5<«te»f e ijrf Tiberiu^ at Uie.Jiea^.of ,ilje. 

hardy fe^tus$iXpfI(|^oinH3lltn^i^ toriiio 
4ttscdbaed:^r£lSln99Clioujik 
«l^^UM£&leiita|^l;:^n«ehti]XBJiU)r3^ bifgibasrooi} 

^UPetual war^e agailbs^bp Germans and Sar- 
Jtl^d GiOGCfi^lfidi lUs dianim ^mlntlon, .which ^ai^ 

modem Austrians allow the influoncf ? • ' "* 



<^}Si IhqA 



Septimiat 
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Or "rait MOTMi Wi' 
or Wriirasy iiff^ussciiiuKU -"•—^ 

flic TtxWnSal jgOMuS^^'Vt^^^***"^^ 

Yl53VJ3K3b 

l>^^' — J^ 



cjosgs Severas, as one of the ambitioidC^aneMls.im) €HiStaffkiik 






5W?i'fH>?ftfi^«ftl»%^F^^^^^ 






tevteof the Dunbe, either at Camuntaniy accordiHg to S{Nur- 
tianus (Hist. August, p. e^.)* or else at Sabaria acce«&ng to 

marched'i«it|^&gjMi§t^f^hl^.tet^^ 
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rtttrWSSIS^i!^Jiif§^jS&^ 



' fSkt^eit^M'/lt^Ui^ lift ci»titAititdrs; TS^^t^ 

iitt»:i)IW^adbA|iiiiii@ei larid v^Sec^ioA «f frik'^bop^ 

mmifinil.." iitrifJT firrr c."i;i.J d/f? lo . -iii/iBu-'q •• ■• 
Advance* .n..Tbft-nretetedfiIidadi^iiteiqie^«i)tsi4:tinu|^ 

^weimdTofSjpSaipbvkinJtkmifmaxiMs aiidraptjl 
appnoalch/a^tlife^^f^ahiiontaii^ leg{om,-'hS!'sjiW' his 
in«sdt3KWe'ruiifatcTl»'haiay(«rival bf e\'«ry-m 
teBgecittcreatad faisrjtt!^:gp^hett»iaiis.' - H« -«»<» 
,mmaeaNe3^ ifi&itmfki^tiiac Sk^renis badrpwssd the 
: jU^ ;thatitl^ Jtaliaif ddeti^ anwHIuggor utnMe 
.ttt oppose his progre^,/had received him with 
the warmest professions of joy and duty ; that the 

. . ■, b-; 

"» VeUeins Paterculus. 1. ii. c. 3. We must reckon theimarch 
' '■from tlie nearest verge of Pannonia, aad extend the sight of the 
city as far as two hundred miles. 
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01 Tm smk^ms »^\n: . . * 

the pleasures of the baths and tbeata^es^.Jtus^pit 

;pq^i^ed>. .3?hfi.ivipi»i«taedjcle]idMkts;<^hc^ 

^athyap(>e£^mn<^ei k^ntdsrhc^lped; vpouId>'StqMpe 

ttr^r into the .^raiy of>.tbs. nor^. tfaidw^xtheair 

?tii>skHful nMt^i:99^:x\m^ff^^ 

"the maripters^ drawxiiroialthe.fieet<Qf^MiseQ1ln 

iimre asi.ohjcct of ndi^e tothe popnlaoer; ^'^U&t 

.:.......• ■ N 4 ' ■ .^ ^ .'O^G the 

' <j . ' ■ . .. - . ' ...'.■:':: ■■.•')i:r-/,^v *">:': 

*,.. * Tbis,^ not a pueriJe figure of rhetoric, but an allustoa to a 
fc'eal fact tecorded hy Dion^ I. Ixxi. p. 1I8I. It probably happfiw 
M more than onre« 

*' '^ -• ■ - •. . . • ' ^ .' .••;: .•••v4?wi,if,7 *^ 
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l^hdi to lifiqzab 

A>i>w ** piliiieMiiahyJiyBdiKweMiie. .^^few 
UsMnl tUt iirf>RBi9<nik*i sriMEii^nigliibbKraK 
tHpmfdB/Ht tkBfleqiiMrni JEfeiitet ^uldib ambasdi» 
4ofiiMiC rtlirtlprwMtelBlKgplriatc Twai'iM82rii»«t| 
l B [> ai »ptti^ gdo^pgafcfc«Ma«injrito-<apgiaaw«j? fib 
Ifcfy/iitt aas^Bfdiithak Ae^arUtvhi^ tnfl 
«Bf<hriiffft]|iiB*p^Triwt8;A ^Mitoadoai^ta} ilM 



83voaq Rome. 



■ing the idle terror, ana aue n r jtfW i 
t Hist* Augusf. p. GS, 6S. td q 1 4 y< 
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UmHi |fciiitri)>i«iBJfcw(»y»w»|i'fci»<i» 
despair of thci>^i 




9t ]iis(nridin09tbe dMbdnffiidtaiii d m ^ prfmin 
«ibBadaDB t;hefe.'(f mdriotf pmjquwfc ti kf w pwipca 



unanimously acknowledgedtSlilftWtfgil^ ll Kli i M 

«faS> ^d»i«\ Jl«nit^tfotosffg dIpQflMOlviftlld iS^,^^' 
d2&tPlMi^i^f{iW%?faiSifiP^I«^ ^^iBfifik ^^^ 

.9mo>a proves 

t, p, 69. ^^ ^ 'I M'ryi'^ ,.r<\i\ -^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




te-s^t** the loads, the dimj^^^^^k^^^ 

SSSSST. <^f4?»et?Wfes,.;^.e i^.4ic\9^A by iiqlipy,,,thp 
' ii;^ljflr.b7-.dj8pcw^^ flsvem^ and the i^oi^ 
div^tpthpfloiipry orf* Pminajc, - Before thipi^^v^ 
emperpr eiitipi^^B.Qm^ he i$swd his <;o|niiiaa[v^ 
to the JBwii6ri?m ^v^rdi directing tlk^m tQ wgit 
^ Wj;iyiU^jp^'^aia,r^^Ui near the^citj, withpu^ 
i^fj)as,^]ljjj^^p t^e^^^ of ceremony in, whicU 
t^y jweye ?LCC}^pmeA attend their soyereigri. 
He lyas'ob^eld ^by those haughty troops', whose 
cpatritiori was thf effect of their just terrors. A 
'chosen, garf | of tlje lUynan army encoiftpasiei 
them with iQvelled: spears. ' IncapaWe of "flight 
or resistance, ' they expected -theii? fa^e ih'^ileri^ 
consternation. Severus mounted the tribunal, 
sternly tepro^fied them with perfidy and cow- 
ardice, dismissed them with ignbminy-from the 
trust which th^ had betrayed, despoiled -then! 
of their splendid ornaments, and banished them 
; on pain of death, to the distance of aik-huridred 
' miles from the capihtL : During the transac^n, an- 

' * JPi^oip tiljese sixty^ft feyf ♦ ive n^nst first ded.uQt sixte€A,;«»« 
Pertmax was muri^eredWthe 9^K ^f M^cti, and'Severus ia6$t 
|lMbabIy. electtd (m tlie'iStli of April . (see Hist. ^n^vaX^ jp* ^ 
a«d TiUepoi^t, Hist. ()es Sinpereurs,tom. iii. p» 893, Note 7.) 
We tainttot' allow less^liin ten i^y^ after his electiph, to patii 
fj|n(|g|i(99%|inny in motion. Forty days remain for*thii5 rapid 
march ; and as we may compute about eight hundred mites from 
Rome to the neighbourhood of Vienna, the army of Severus 
marchMl tii^'^iQr ihiiles-«very day y \vilbou2 halt or intecmief ion. 
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Tfee'cbiicefn of. his successor was ttfb^ably fes 
sihceie./ 'He Esteemed the virtvies of Pertinax, 
Ijut thosfe*^^^^^^ would for '€veij^'hafe'<i6^ 
his ambition to a private station, ^everu^ bfor 

nonpced hi^ funeral oration ' with^ sluaied e^v 

: kj^r^: ,^--:\, ^ • ..v^ ;'-'-^ "-r^l h-^vi^ao ^L\L^ ^^ 
^uence, inward satisiajctiony and well-actea sor- 

f^^^^^^d.l^ tm5 pious regard, tg h;s. memor^, 

^yeT,,ftbat ^n^s, , not^ perefpofij'^', i4u^ .-^?Slrt^f^ 
G>iii^Q,thp empi^p^j^li^.kfi, ^q?|i^^^t^XJije>^^ 
.^hirt^ day?,, sp,^. .wit^!^ sv%ifiijg,i^fjit;,t3|,^ 
H^l^tgd iby; this, 2(?asy .i^ictarj^,! pjjeparcd jtq ,^ jjcq]^ 
«errhi$,impm(fcrj?>idat^^^ ,. r ^ rr^^ ;> 

- / fThe :?u^t?dmm<?pv: alnli)igs <f^ndf fajti^Eieiij^^ %^ succcbs of 

pate; bim with the first and greatest of the paLmV 
Caesars J. The parallel is, at least, imperfect. ^^'^^** 




rtr.'ii rH{.:i ;v.,,^^. . .^ ';■:'- .c '■TL."^'.•T^.■/ yj r.\ 'j ■/ iia biic ^ rfo^Lnf 
'•-'"•*•'■'''•■-"* '^ "'"■■' '•■■-' •'::.'''/'!• . o';;1-f/;orJff2itJM ^/.i;r ol '>m«>H 

+ Dion, (1. Ixxiv. p, 1244.) wUo assisted at the ceremony a^ 
a senator, gives a mcsi p( mpous description ^ it. 
t Herodian, 1. iif. p. US* 
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cVA%?*6^ftci1?^HricI uni„ the fo^^e dft^lto^^Wft 

ledge, Vhk ihf; W of- amb^idh *> 



t9i-4tr. 



^ jgy tnan four yeais f,-5eyerus suMucd pic nches 

tn^ east, aM tn^ valour df tne wcsti '^He^vaii- 
qujshed two competi^tf^ repufaaon mS-W: 



uim 4na defealM numerous arnues. piwjdea wit 
weapons ana aiscipline equal to his own,, Tn 
mat agc^'^ the art or iortincatioDj toq tire phn- 
OBl<55.9^,t?l^t^^'5.r:^?f^ well understOTQ 9y alltne 







•111 , , „ ^^ . , . ., 

b^Ao^nt^ lain sH ,noir>s; r,;xl l:-, vJibiqnT anS yi 

ad i3woq bnc noiJi^Juq'jt -j^od,/ ,iogcT<! .tcnjcgn 
to ex^ 

&.»ege igamst tBe power of Egypt, anti conveismg with the 
Hfes of the ooontiy, it, in reality, the noblest panegyric. 

f Reckoning ftom liis ek<$ion, April 13, 198. to the death of 
Mtiaagf FafarWBjr t9>'l9lb iS^SWMKtet's Chronology. 
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subdue iriinions of jEpUoVers apd.^ q ,^ 

own pcrsjonal strengtH. tlie worii^j|iia'erthe'na^^ .Ki--8fia 



iioweve^ne hiight dccasiooafty bi^a iiiinsfe ws 
oath^'krttf treaties, his conscieindeV^l^^^l^^^ 

moir^diti]^!.- had advanced xip6fiHittl- w*i1fhdtff ^**' 

fey the rapidity of his action. He first marched 
against Niger, whose reputation and power he 




■in 



oi'Mmxl *jHfflW«(ajy*<ii; jaf!?<9i xicindld^ ,^iwdUk 
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1^ TavmammmKOOfkUP 

> inmdedi fliab«9ita»'f$i«i#dhA(i«ii|inn«ffiedtibiiM« 
^ffilw^ Milifll*? a&»3*le4g^ /or,dlJW/J<^^ 9fi 




towsfds 
Aibiiiiit. 



liy eillfV and ^erwaf^ . ^j; 4^at^^j&5^ 

of feiibfijc compassion i.^ " v'v/ r,,... ^or.v-^ j- 

lyhiTst S^v6rus - was co^a^ed ^^i^ 
he \iaii' ripason to appreh/Snli thiV jtjw; ,gQy^qr;ctf 
Bfitaiii might' ^a^tiie siea and tli^ i^p$^ xi^uji^^ 
the vacant seat bfehijjire, 4nd ppppspjhU^r^Jijp^ 



J ;fr -^ 



aded 1 



. .' ^7 giv«n out^ djat lie intended toapposjiU Niger aiilt A!l»iii^Jbi9> 

"; sudCeisor.'^ jSy ftt-yMild noi be sincere with' respect to both, Ikj 

' iB^kt acftctef^WH i9gNrd tD'eill^rL; K5<iiS^misJ%iu*ij6?diiM» 

hyjpocns3-Wfp", astopi-pfess th^j^tentioujn tljeine|niok«f[«f 

Severus. Ije found, at Rome, the children of many of the prin- 
oijjbladlftrtols of his rivals ; and he employed them more than 
once to intimidate, or seduce, the parents. 

* lteodianpKriM.*p. 9d* Hist. Aifgust. p, iSr;^ ' ;^* ,, ^ 
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(msxBOKmmmvmmKx: a^ 

iwMHMM'liad dboaJsi to dwtni^iofiri y/m^ tVet^' 

i» v«1)ikh 4i« announced Tife WttfiifJ^^^e^' Nlget^ 
ib si^tes^'kl^as th^ brotaiw-of-Hi^^Jolfl tiftaemi.' 
^,'i9e^-ftftfe the^ affijciiaiiate- sal\fc«itfbtif%f 'fe^iT 
wlte>#«li«,-|liW Ha toting Trfmjy; 'M i%^^ 



IDllc 

ed toi. 




hfeart*. The c6ilstiif!a^Svas discovered, and the, I. , : 
too cteaulo^s-Afbffius at Ie;l^th p^.ssed oyetto- 
t"h'e Voh^ih'itht, a^il prepared' fot ari uriequal con-, 
test with his rival, ' who riisHei upon hini at tKe 
liead of a Veteran and victorious army. 

,,.'y|ie roiji^jirylafepittrs^ of Se/vetmae&a inadk- Event of 
quate tti the iftddftantd'of ks l?6B4v^^sts.V'T\vQ «^ 
tyigagj5«ie»|ts^ ^hflf oncineari the Hellas^Mi -lihcl', 
dlfher itt the naii-ow dfefiks bf tllli'cia; ik^^^ 
fate of his Syrian competitor : a^dfthegt^odpiT ^i 

'■'■'•• *'^' ^" "•''* ' "'"' ■' *'' '■ .. ■' '' '" '" '/ ^'^'^Tu^ 'fteoiiaftila!. 

* Hist. Augv»sty^p. 84,, t%^rtaami5 \m iparrUdtlris'^aJftofis 

l^ttejr at full length. 
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4e^a iMb kdd ddubtMI contest, wttb the 
i«tdy db(d|dlci^ of the XUjriiaii legioris. Tbe 
|u|i0«(id'pft(Mai of Severus appeared during a 
' ^yf vBifMLems^ srrecoveWbly lost, t3) that' war^ 
]il^ pripffP rallied his finnting troopi^ and lei 
, liicm.oii to a decisivji victoiyl* llie War was 
^a^)fe4 b J that Memorable day. 
4iciMty ^..1^,f]>^,^^ <^ modem Europe have hfVK, 
— "••-o ^tntfu|^ only by the fierce animosity^ 

)^i)t ^^wise ^y the obstinate perseverance, of 
^e |^n{a)diiig &cti0ns. l*hey have jgeneraltj 
Wf^ jl^tifiod by some principle, or, at least cch- 
kiur^ PIT some pretext, of religion, freedom, pj: 
ipgralty. The leaders Were nob£es of indepeiideht 
PIPpejrty and hefeditaty influence. The troojjps 
tQiilght like men interested in the decision pf the 
'Quarrel; and as militsury spirit and parity zpaj 
were strongly diffused throughout the whole 
community, a vanquished chief was immedi* 
ately 8dK)Ue4with new adherents, eager Jo she^ 
thfcifl^lppd inthe^ame cause. But the Romans, 
aftCF th?faU of therepublic, combated only for the 

choice 

jft^ic gf ro0n fHiiiHi ^^ .. 

t Wmfi tacv. p. laao. 

* B'loti. I. bar. V. ISAU Herodian, I. iii. p. I W Jg#. Ati.. 
«u^ p. «•• The wttle was fought in tl»e j*im of •ftrevoux, 
%iM & fiwr feafiies ftom Lyons* Se« TiUenoat^ tonu iik p. 
Ml. Vol§ l<l» 
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fchpice pf ipaster^,r Uii(ler the stHndard P^ ftM^^'i 
pppular^candidate'fov i^uipirc, p. few 'enlisted \i 
from , affection ' sonic from fear, m.my from m* ^ ^ 
terest. none from principle. The, legions^ unirv 
flamed by party zeal, were allured into cTvil war 
by libcnil donatives, and still more liberal pitv 
mises, A defeat, by disabling the chief from fht 
■performance of his engagements, dissolved 'tbe 
". mercenary alkgiance of his followers; and left 
''[ them to consult rheir own safety by the timely 
desertion of an unsuccessful cause. It was oflittli^ 
moment to t;he provinces, finder .hose name 
'^ they were oppressed or goyepicdy tliey were ^^'^♦''fi 
.'driven ty the impulsion of the' present pow^r ^ti^^d 
and a^ srjon as that power yielded to a superior 
force, they hastened to implore the clemency df 
Jthe conqueror^ who, as he had ati immense yfebt 
Xp diiscbarjje, was obliged to sacrifice the' ^ost 
.guilty (ioufitrlc:^ to the iivai ice of Ills Soldiers; Iii 
/the vast extent of tl\eRo;nan empire, ther^^werfe 
! fe;w fortified cities capable of proVectirtg a, routed 
:ai'my ; nor was ther^ any person^ or family^ dtor* 
^der of men, whose natunil Interest, unsupported 
iby the powers of governrnenc, was capable of 
restoring the cause of a sinking party *. 
] Yet, in the contest between Niger uhd Sevt- 
4|jyis, a single city deserves an honourable exccp- fij^gecf ' 
ti6ri. As Byzantium was one of the greatest ^j^*^ 

•vided with a strong garrison/ aiaui^itTflftetkcMT*^ 



tiurn* 
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V. 



.numerous knd incje^^ipgarmy, ajfui^t^TW^^s.l?)^ 
rthe jivhplenajv^al power ofjth^ ^wsffii^fd a 

siege of tl}^ee ye^rs, ancj remained ^ithjful ^o thje 
. name ana'men^ of Niger. TJ>e 9i^izeti^^,and 
soldiers fw^ Icnow not frojn wliat ^use) were ani- 
.mated withrequgltury; seyeral of the . jnijkqg^^l 
officerSjOt ,1n1 who despaired of, pj w^o. dis- 
dained \ a "^parclbn, had thrown themselves in\p 
this last reJEu^e : the fortifications were e^teem^d 
. imprcknable/'ah^, in the defenjce of the place^.^a 
celeo^ted elstihieer displayeii all tlie mechanic 
powers Imown t;o tne ancients |. Byzantium,. i^t 
i^n]^%^^Wijen(^ere'^^ famine. ^^.The magistrates 
^dtiji^'solUiek were put to' the sworj^^ t^e wal^Is de- 
''rt6lisftii^tl,^Uife l^fi'vileges suppressed^ 'and the des- 
' tined tfapital 61 the east subsisted bnly ^s an open 
'viliy^eV siibj&t trt'the insulting jurisclicUon bf 
/Perinthtik.' 'Th6 hi^orian 'Dion, who liad ad- 
frtircSf^tWi'fltiitisftiii^, and lamented t^e desolate, 

'.i'X ^iriu:-r^ -r,. /iii.:..-fj .! ■ •- '• ■; <- • • ' ^^^^^ 

* Most ©f these, a^ n^ay bp^uj^osed, ,%verie spfisdl open. ves$frjls ; 
sohid, however, were gallies of two, and a few of three ranks of 
oars. • . ^ f 

t The engineer's name was Priscus. Hb skill saved his life^ 
and he %vas taken ijitp the service of the cbnqueror* For^he par- * 
ticular facts of Hi^^iege, consult Dion Cassius', (1. hxv. p. 19dl.) 
andHerodian: (f, ifi. p. ^5.) fbrthe theory of it, the fanciful 
chevalier de Fchrd mny be looked into. See Polybe, tom. i. p. 76. 
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verui, ^ Bt^^^dS^tt!Wi4^nhe?^Rfchi^^¥'<i^e^^^ ^.^ 

tus an^ Asia < ^m^HM o^ thS^ifhsMati^li 
i^ Ilk too well jti^liea^ln^dlllu'c^^ciift^^^ age, 
Met! the 'Gothic fle^b W^^^ld the 'Suxiiie; aM " 
T)assed' thrbtigh thfe 'lihdfe^end'ea^SosJiWas' into 
tfte^eeriti-e tff tile iVi^Aiteifeh^kn: ^^''^y'[^' ' ^ 
' ~Sfcf<h'T^ie:er aM 'Albiniis wdre fecovereA iarid 5?*^ ^ 
;p\it 'to' d^athiti theii^ flight from the field of Aihinus. 
battkV' Tfheiif fate excited' neither* ^suro^ «^ti^' 

C:6Tn|)as;^i6ri. They had staked ^their lives ^gainst °^ ^ ^"^ 
the (iliSnce of empire, aAd siitfei-ei^ wnaif ihey 
wbulii haVe inflicted ; nor did Sevems claim^ tW 
itrogdht^uj/enority of suSeriti^^t^^^^ to E^e 

ill a private station. But hi& urifbi;gi\ang tem^ 
'pe1r,| sfirtfiilaled by avarice^" indulged a ^§J)irit. of 
reveille, where there ^yas ho robm for app^^^ 
liehsion) If he most considerably p'f the yjr py^^-* 
cikl^^ who, without any dislike, to the fprti^nate 
c^ndi^ate, had obeyed the. governor .un4ei: who^e 
authority they were accidentally placed, wejrci 
piinished by death, exile,. and especially by the 
cQnfisQatipn of their estates. ] M^py cities rC the 
ea?t were sjxipt of tl^^ ai^pe^it. l)ipijpyii?*)iWd 
obliged to pay, into the treasury of Severus, four 
times the amount of the sums contributed by 
them for the service of Nig^r f. * ■ '^^ 

O2 Till 

' ' * Notwithstanding the authority of Spartianus and some 
mpdern Greeks, we may be assured from Dion aud. Qjerodian, 
that Byzantium, many years after the' death of Severus, lay in 
ruins. 

t Dion, 1. Lxxiv. p. 1250* 
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196 THE DECLBJE AND FALL 

c'^H A P. Till the final decision of the war, the cruelty 

;— ;r^ the4incd«fl««y^V*%ip4Vdff7'^A'hispret^^^ 
5wS «7tefeHcfe%r-ttfe-ifeffi?<fe<^¥!ie1ieMof'^^^ 
■^^'"^ ;acobht^iitf^^ 

, 5to iSe "kofei^^/ tlikt'he was resolved t6 spare 
iibn^ df^He.Wdhereritsf;o^ Ms'urifortunatfe cpmpe- 
tJtoh. tte'^^'a^ imtaied by the just suspicion^ 
that he ^haa flfever possessed the affections qt the 
senate; ahd he concealed his old ma^^eyolerice 
Under the^ recent discovery of some treaisonable 
correspohdenciesr iTiirty-five senators, however, 
acciised^ of having favoured the party of AlbiniB^ 
fe fre6ly pardoned ; and, by his subse4uenit be- 
hWiour. emJ^avoOT^ convince th^in, t|i^t;iie 
had fbrgptteii^ as we^l as forgiven, Jh^r supposed 
offe^tujes. ^ 3)^f . a^ th? s^nie. time, ^e. c^^p^ip^i^ 
J^y-pja^ '4^^^^^ wlwse g^apic^ ifl^fprj;. 

^ilP^ordpij t^ir wives, children, jand cli^3tft^ 
ij^endedi l^tWR.M.d^ and thp noj^l^t .^pro^, 
yuif:idiU qf Spai^ a<nd Q^.weM.inyolyedJin.th^ 
sfime rMi,n. -Supb rigid justice, fodr so bect^rn^ 
i^ w^, jn the iJJMWoa ,of Sevf |w;» tbfi oply efmr 
diiQt.x:|t{>able qf fyK;isui:|ng;i^a^ to the people, or* 
«6it&Uty to <the. pi:k>c^; and- he coadesceod«d. 
s)ighi^y{)oi«aneiitii tiigt,. tc^ bi^^mildi it w^ nsr* 
cessaqF.tiiP^thfi$ii(Hild&6t.becru^l.:fu- ., 

^' -^ '. 

* Dion, (1. Ixxv. p. 1SW4.) only 99 senators are mentioned by 
him, but 41 are named in the Augustan History, p. 69. among 
wI m j ui wi Mgy & ix lOf <|ie nawe^f Ptlceoato. Hecnka&(Liib p. 
115;):' spiaJ(^.ia gi^neral e£ tiie cnieltieftof Sevoiiy. ) 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. t^ 

, The tirije.inti^jj^.frf' ^.fbf^i^lv^^q^nsu^ ge- c h a i*. 






real, greatness; .apwj^ he tv^^^Aiygid of [wtorf. 
Virtue, ^w,dQRCfi^^ini|^.si^gIlilyTi.t;s wd ment. 

would' dictate the same |J^leQif ?P^^f Sevc^ 
Vus 4ppnsfdQre4 the JlOwn empire ^ ^i$ pi?f]|>erty^ 
ahdliad lio sooner securedthe possi|s$|Qfi» than he 
hestowed his care on the cultivation ^nd^ itn- 
Iprovemerit of so valuable a^a€quisitH)n.^ Salu- 
tary laws^* executed with inflexible firrqn^, soon . 
corrected most of th^ abuses with, wHtch, sipce 
the death of Marcus, evtvy f>art; of ^t He govern* 
Theiirhad been infected. Id ttielia^inisjii^ti^^ 
of jifitic^, the judgments <^ thit^t^^ 
^fi^^eWiedby attferition/diiciWrt^ «iii4'irfi- 
"jiattfetityi'^nd wfeenevet he d^is^<f fttt& t^^^ 
^ict^^Hriebf equity, it ^s j^iyraliyWfeirottt 
of 'the pcK>i* and^ op|>ressed; iwCWnSSfctf iHdd6tt 
fhirn %ny* sense of hiimiaMty^^^ fit*tei:lie ittittrM 
pt«o|^^ilj^ 6f fe destpdt, ta-h#ribfe the^^l^^ of 
gteafness, and to sink all his stibjecis to the same 
commdu Itvi^l of ^^fiftdute dd^eild^tice. His ^^ 
petirtve ^^ for biuldkig<ii»giiifident dbeW^j a^ 
above all a constant aild M&^isd difitribtifion :of 
com and provraionsf; vftm khib iul««t^ mfc»» of 
vraptivating the afiection of the Roman people *. 

6 3 The 



^ Dion, 1. Izxvi; < p. 1372. HBt; Aognst. p, tff Sercrbs ce* 
lebrated the secniar fpmets with eocttinrdfitfffy magAificence, 
and he left in the public granaries a provision of com fi)r seven 
years, at the rate of 79,000 modii, or about fi9CM} garters per 

daj. 
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S98 TMlVmimBASHEaBXLU. 

peace and XmibkA^}t^^4^(taiaaMd9^ 

v^^^^ IhS'^tSfl^iofii lliiiQQQlohiBB,r ambatlcatM^ fey public 

jrilh 4¥^uiti pride,^ (that hairing is^v^; t;l>ft eiup 
pire G^pp^69e^.j«tth\f0iseig9r w4 dcin]«s^ic.;T^ar$, 

hwoflmbiei^acer^ r . ., . 

!r!S*^ -iAa4ipQj^iith©>MJtoil<ls of civil war appeaj:e5t 

diacipiinc. ixwiffletdgj AoflJcd,^ itf paortal poison rti^ )wke4 

i& thefi»t^oof^'tUt <5Wstilttttiojft,j Sevqr,us,po^- 

«6sett:»rt99piadete)t)k, shar^ pf jjgo^r and ^ility;; 

|*fcyibf^A«gtt$to3^^wer^ :scarci£ly «eqv^J}^ ,%e 
taA2ofeci^ltog,|)fefe.i^ol^ tlu; yi^ajcMious 

?'••••'-- .-'-.^ ^H'i . /•':,. - •> . 6Pl4iieys 

day. J am perste*rt» t\}^\ ^fi^pPPi»ftf^ of ge\erus. wfrp, 



Jed for ^ ^i\&ff^P^ • ^^ I ^ ^^^ ^^ss persuaded, that policj 
^ fi^^oWflahd/^d idfii^itWtt ^n'-the t>th€r, magnified the hbards 






Apr*ej8»a iu5r»yofc^W*W% b 



... * .,.1 Tpf;,SfiP,^Wiheira's treatise of ancient medals, the inscriptions, 
'^"^'' ' 'YfitSQmiiMvms Sp9A iindWhk'iy^ff ShW, PoeddW'^ 
fil^QJit Africa, Greece, andA^, have found more monuments 
of Severus, than of any other Roman emperor whatsoever. 

t He carried his victorious arms to Seleucia and Ctesiphon, 
•Mm OHfit^ 6li(th^iP9x%}S9» monarcby. I ;i^iall lo^ve occasion 
'to*mMa»<^ijliffi!rar i»^?. proper p^^^^ ',; 

' V EtAhik'in^lMtMnin^ Wua his own juat , and «mphatiq ^p^f 3: 
sion. HiM.'- Adjust* 'tKS*''' .»'^- - •. ..•• - ..-i- 

h Herodian, I. iii. p. 115. Hist. Au^st^ p.^68* u 
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peet, an(f scroa tio tl^nrm, dbiiii(»s(jl^fria5f{don«thie9iQ&jt 

ed ttbdi^ th« 'level of stibjfedtsl by ifeeii: dw^gerouMb 
priVaegieir ««/ thfey seoft bdttaine iaca^ariWiCqqC) Wr^ 
Ktary Iktig&e; bpt)ressive to^ ih&iicisiitisp, aiBi*irtNi 
patient of a just subordination,? >^I^eirfiofl&»iS 
jassertfed the^ snperiority ci^krikbj^Aiiai^oiptfSAxs^ ■ * 

of S^verus;'' lamenting the licferiiioateJBStateli ofi 
the airmj^; land exhorting one J^'>hii/generii5<ite 
tiegih the ^ecesskry 'r^ferihatioti/i&Daiid]iii>tadkL^ 
tlfenfefelVeisl^siaee, as he jw6tlju(rib8Sti*s3<bb?oQifii^ 
ber Tt^hd ii& "ft^rifeited the estedxl, ,7tUrneyeiDC£lBftd^ 
Mna^tih6'obiddtenee, of hi$>6dI4te)«^ Haoi)!^ 
^m^etor pwittfed thte tt^tt of- Ttfititi^on^i IffsmtstM 
haive'diScolrcted,' ihat the piriiflte:yi<tawer3(if tUs 
general corruption, might be ascribed, not indeed 
to the example, but to the pernicious indulgence, 
however, of the commsatder ifi ^Wefer cr nc i v..h 

The Praetorians, who murder^ jttcfeir',)?inperc^ Kcwc^u. 
and sold the empire, had t^c^ived^the' Jffist^ t«i. buthment 
nishtnent of their treason ;^">utt!Ii(g;i^^ Pr«tori»ji 



*Upon thernsoleflce and pHvfle^ittririh^ebWier^^i^i^ii^la 
satire, falsely ascribed to Jii\felial, ijisfjr Is^ 0<yn^itt('dif)i«iMnit5!e 
aWdcirciirtiS^aftcesofkwoKikl iriduw H¥5t*%^b<!ie^?^th4llittwas 
composed under the reign of Sevenis, ort^ial^bk 5i»H . i or 

t Ilist.Au^ast^p. 93. • : , ^ f,. » ,..,^h(,,^f|V- 
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m aMiuncNMiQ0i9]HDuik 

•jt^P^id^. uiiitfcdmi VJ({0p^^ 

Jbj^an ;^o^^jy^j5ir 4iya^^fKj^ xbcex^p^ q£ 

-*5P?»j'^^ 9»R^.Wj^,t<sr#§e4ifeyrthp|$*»an8c 

sH^p^}^ 9)an^«FS of, a i)!HiJti^»4ft:€^;i|»l)a(R«8P. 

B«t Scverus ^I^JpM ,^i»S^ . ifeai |fef <l«gw»s, 

,ijior;i«i.arnjs,an4 apjpoiotiipie»|8 to.«P>! i&Am tfeftk 

Tbe«& y,^, '^ne command of these favoured and f^rmidr 
fee of j^^jje troops soon became the first office of the 

h<iTL'ei«i 'ir ui bi*.: ,.10 -'i-A'^ -' \ '^« '**•' '•" •-•-«' • ^" " * ' •' '-' "'' 
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'rii ♦.; ■K.lfio :-::TfT nli •.^n;i' )3d n-.n?. zqooiJ aids oJ"ir.> 

, , inarriage with the young «mperer, mij^t.he attended by a train 
of eunucbs worthy of an eastern queen. Dion, \. Ixxvi. p. 1371. 
t Dion, 1. Ixivi. p, 137A. ,Herodia%l.^ii. p. 139, 1S9< The 
gfammarian of AlesaiiAiaCiaSiiis, a^Yra not unusual, much bet- 
ter acquainted with thijs mysterious transaction, and more assured 
•f the guilt of Pla«B&in»J tllarf 'tbe-.ll^it senator venture* to b«. 
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Ti^itt3jMfii'iattt> tAtv 



V. / at(i'4Jmi^^4j^%bm^iAbv^ci&rit, at would 

tWi-M!m§Sif6km&>Sit"'ktmy. He ^isdafeftd- to 
lrf(iRA!s!^Hfc«^«P=tt»fe'iiei4aiit' of an assembfy' that' 
dUii^^y'^^im ttemblcd at htf M^H'i* 
he issit^^ik'tbitWands, whete his reqiHit woUld' 
har^ipr^o'**^ as&SkpcaU; ^svoned the dtmduct' 
and styife idFWsdvferteign' and a conquerdf,' and e±v 
ercisttd, 'WitStivrt: ^(fis^uise, the whole legislatiVfei as' 

'^Ki^^h^'O^S: Ihe seridtti was easy 'atid itfi* 

tor«rfSi S^^^^-' ^-^^^^^'^t* ^*** fevelry pa^siott "weffe'dil" 
inqieriai Ttct^iS^Vd im^ftetu^ ihag^stmte, who pbss^ssed^ 
S^ the- jW*|^i't'rtas{tfe'0f the state r- T»hflst iftfe sei 
natt, mihk^ ete3ted' Vfhe; people, rio/ gtikifdiftdr 
ty 1miitety%(rft*/'ikT i^^ hy ptxBlic s^fc,' 



rd^ed^B laeifffiflilgf ^ttthofity 'oh the 'frail aai 
cnimtti|^''ba!L''df ^Client opihioh;; The ftne 
th^iy'^ of ■'^"^^pM>^:ih^fen Vatfished, anfl 

made'v^ay fdr the iHoi^e tiatural aftd Substantial 
feelings of mpnarchy., .^ the freedom ahd ho- 
nours of Roiftd'were 'sud^e^sively communica:ted 
to the; pro'v'inces,, in which the old covemmerit 
had^been i^it^ier.unKii^ or was remembered 
with affiorreAce' tfie tradiiiori of republican max- 



norrence^ the tfadiii 
1 ^aouaily pDliCera.t 



,'U mm L^vjhidiioo Wi'^i 



imsj-was^adiialiy pblite The Greeic his- 

^ tonans of me age ofthe Antonines * observe witfti a; 
malidous pleasure, that although the sovereign of 
Rome, in compliance with an obsolete prejudice, 
abstained from the name of king, he possessed the 

.r-iiv vjdio on rfti^V .i-j)'Jii7.^ ~^-'i.:i <m ,■ .. > '''r"!! 



Digitized by 



Google 






s^ipide, Theso new a^vocfttepffl^ BR^fMSa^i^ff ^ 
w^e. h^rd with .pleasure; Jt);^,^hqi5:qij4^r3Rd. wftt^^ 
pati^j^ by the f^ojjip,wb^,il^yi^Q^^ ^, 
4\|ty <rf p^siye obedience, ^d 4fi?fWfp4. ofi thsv 
inemulde mifchiefe of foeedcfm., f. T^^i^ , lawyers 
and the hi$tpriaiis. concurred iute^chji^ that the 
Iinp^al authority was held, not.bjr.tJtije^del^at^^.. 
commission, but by the.irrevpc^l^X^ig^tip^j^ (^ 
thQ senate; that the emperpr>«^fij5|^J^5^^ 
re3traint.of civil law^, CQulji (^Jp^^^jj^ ^Y^M^f ^-. 
biti^ary will the lives and foil;v|ap^,p/i^^^ jjflg^Cj^^^ . 
and might. disposeof t^ ?in|^ire^ ^^.q^.j^s^p^va^t^. 
j^iipony*- The most.eiftip^jjjt^ 9? ^ 
laiYyers,. ^x4 pa^tjcvdariy P^ini^ JP^ 
yi5iap,.f flourished .und^c.^he.he^we pi Sevjcrus; 
aM thq- Rqmap juri^prudenfe^hav^^^ 
wited itself witbf the systen^ of jnaoparchy,, was 
suppo?^; tO(h^vp. attained it3 full maturity and 
perfection, ... 

v^ The contemporaries qf Severus, in the enjoy- 
ipient of the pj^ace and glory of hi§ reign, forgave 
the cruelties by wliich it l^d be^n intrbduced. 
Posterity, who experienced jthe fatal etfect^ of h^i? 
maxincis aijd e^^ample^ justljr considered him as 
the. principal ay thor of the.iiecline cjf the Ro- 
man empire. * . ' > . * - 

. Chau, 

.. ''^ Dion Cassius s^ems to have written with no other vieiv, 
than to form these opinions into an historical sjrstem. The 
Pandects will shew how assiduously the lawyers, on their side, 
laboured in the cause ojF prerogative.. 
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*^ '^t^mfier of AUxander Severus.^LicentipusflesJi 
; g^r*^ Army.^Generdl State of the Roman It- 
*■ nancef/ '' '"' ''"'■'''' - • ^ - 

CHAP. |Sr^ttc«ssi»t:ta gjt»toe«^ faowcnra? steqi zaA 

"^h Jl r^^ltt^fPWi irtftrtcotertain. an active .fpii^ 

^^ ' - ^ IJjJSii tkc.,^998i5|pc^n«».,ft»d oxextise of its imot 

inppt'^^a^, ^^ ..^. J^ijpjl^e istadffp^rqjeif^e^, 

♦* had l^co all tjungs," a3 be iS^aid tum^^Jtf, *' w^ 
**[ all , was of little yaliiie *." JDistmct;9d. w^^ t^,, 
care, not of acqiiiring, but of preserving ap (&m* , 
pire,' oppressed witb age and infirmities^ <:a>?e-.. 
less of fa^ne f , and satiated with power, all his 
prospects of life were cbsed. The desire of per- 
petv&tji^finthe, grea^^essvQ^. hjs fiumly^ wi^ Ahc 
onbrTOihawiing wish of hia^^mbition ^nd; pa^^-"^ 
nal.te4dfnw^; •. ".■■' '- '■• ■ • •- - .--i'^'''* 

Hjf wife -likff-inost* of the Africans, Severus was;p9ii-^;t 
ffCMjoiii. si^^iaM^^ Addijc^ to the vain studies of magic^^ 
ari4 divJnatrofi/'deej)ly.,verfed in the iriterpreta*^ 

* Hbt. August, p. 71, « Omnia fui et nM expedit.** 
t Dion Cassiusy 1* Ixxvi p. 1384. 
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tion of dtieam$ and omem, wad perfectly ao- c h a f« 
quaiated with the science rf judicial astrdogy^; vi. 
which, in almost every age except the presents 
has maintained jitB dcpnjs^iqm (3rer the mind of 
man. He had lost his first wife, whilst he was 




Ty 



wit'h'some favourite of ibiturie.ij^%p^ as^^n as 
he had 'discovered that a jotwg^lad^f^pf Emesa 
in Syria had /7 royal nativity, he Solici|t^ and 
obtained her hand f . Julia Domna (for that 
ifm b|eriaa0ie)^ deserved' :^nMt^4ftS^ita#^f(| 
proipise/her. Sie pdsscsied? et^ti^M^kn Jk- 
vaaced age, the attractiottft <jr«g8flhr'^; 44iff 
ifaiited to a EvelytimaginatitoTa^^nli^ ofSifeiS 
and rtjefigth etf judgmeiit/^seMcferl^^ 
het st&&: 'Hei* amiable qualifies -ncv^'itfexfr 
A^p impi^efeion on the dait arid:j€^Iotls'fettiper 
df het-iftisbaiid; bat in Ber%n^£reignV^ ^-^ 
niiAis'tered ' the |)rihcl piaT affSift oP the"e^pi|ef 
with a ' prud^ilce thitt supported^ Ink . autlirfrity ^ 
and Wrth a ihoderation that sometimes corrected, 
his wild extravagancies §.' Julia applied herself 
to letters and philosophy, \vitlf^ some success, an4 

♦ About the year iSd, Htfi de TmemWMr nHsera^-'T^ntter- ^ 
nssed.withta passage of' Dio% ui iv)vicl}yf)^ eqfy^rfff^i^ij^tM^ . 
l¥ho died iii tlie year 1^5, is introdticed' as having contributecrtO 
the marriag of Sevenis and Julia, (I. Ixxiv. p. IWtlijF^' TS^fey^i^^ 
ed qampiler jgwrgDU that Dion is.rdBtsng, pptrSk ^^f^^^a 
dream 'of 5everus ; and dreaiiis are circum^cnbea 'to no limits, 
of tiny^ fH si^ce^ JD^i Ma de JTilkmofttiiittaiyatfttttfc i^m&i^ ^ 

t.Hi^t« Augcist. p. 65. t Hist. AugnSt. p. SS. 

4 4 pion Cassiusy L Ixacvii. p. 1304. ISlS. 
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iitmt^<^ke"§i^daPit)l tefcSefiit'''hS4tdry','*-cltaailty 

vrnM^fVA^^fiifi^^'ft^^'tl^ most- tioTt^jtiedom 

▼i«tt«t6!rth«i«k]^rfeJ§'JiiH<if,' ' r • • " ' -f- 

^1»l,^»,o •' Twieii6Wj,'-6arbfc^!f and Geta, were- thfefifttit 

^^^ of tWi" ititerftdgevand thfe'-deStiSiiii' heirs '<jf tjifc 

oeto. cmpirtd'-Thfe-feiid Hefjes irf" the ^tfier, ahd'df 

. the 'Tl.<ri<i<hi'Jvk#id, ^vtire- Soio*' dteapffdiiitetf 'l^ 

; khtistf'i'ain'ydttty, wtio4idpkyed tfeeiftdtefeat's^ 

^ftritjK^^'*feifttfttary prince*; a»d a precnaiiptidft 

, that-itJrtttfft m/i^ s/apply the pk^ife of taerttf a»d 

a|]tjiiaiaiii^i' ^1t¥itk>Ut < any - eoiulatiba of virtde 

fl*'*akttt^,^bey"aSsco'rered, ailnKwt from their' in- 

I'tiht^y^H^l^d'MdUfli^bcaUe' antipathy for ea<eh 

Their nm. Other. ^ Th*&^*'6rsk*,-'coBifirm€d by yeats,' ftiid 

*l^»«n Coifiedt8*|rf thfea«s of their interested fa^iur- 

81011 tjDinaflji • 

•tiienj ,. l»Sv'1^*SI^^*^t^itt'^^^*sh, and, gradually ittimopc 

'^)hm^} e§Mpi^iilioDs ; and; at length, d^Videii 

Jthe^tl»atre/€lse'cfeius, and the.toa^t, inlto'two 

fectioM.;.^c(XJd?fced %^^ thth&pt^ aM fe^fs 'of 

thair t^s^^ve'iead^^ The ^todent enl^mr 

6ndeeiVk)gt%d,> tiy* ^Very^ ej^pedient *f advice 4knd 

/ Diogenes LaOTius, de Foemmis,Pnilosophis« , 

'^ 'f KtnHtixx^i'p/'-'i&Brf.' 'Aurefiu^ Vktdn'^ ' -^ -^ '^ " ' ' 
.v^JgassiaAttS iiyas his first name, as it had been that of his 
maternal grandfather. During his reign he assumed the appeiia- 
, tion of Antoniniis, which is employed hy lawyers and ancient 
hisWrfeiiifc" Affifcr^ftSdea^h, the public ihdiffftitioii'lbiKfed.hWii 
'Wtth'tiie-llieft Aiksof Tataiitos and CSiricaila;' "^h*" fitst \JaS 
boiTOnved from a celebrated Gladiator, the second from a lon^Qal- 
lioi(^iiiW)dtelar'4iMiMtlJd^t^ ^ ^^ 
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tained between theq[f mim^Sk^^^^P^^hnPA'i, 
<r9#eflr^4> Q% >otfe) tk: !«®fec»ifl6ug»8H«y/Vith „.„, , , 

with j^aawe ])yjS$y]9)jiiis.>{..TJIwii^ t;b«ti»gilanix 
;pf his lieuten^t&itnight bave.>be«R; sti^deatJtD 
mpi^lMie di^iaup eiiiQItny, br^dS^cdvoi tfkiHiibcace 
the Mnpurable . pf efaejtt; ofi ^vUh^fav^ingctrk^ixms 
from; the luxury of Rome, which enervated their 
minds and irritated their passions ; and of inuring 
=their -youth td thfe %oilj^^'^j^^^|jft^^^t&,ei^. 
Notwithstanding, bis ,i?Ava4fi^qag(?-^^ 

■'. '.- Ik;!'. ■ ' ■ ! iiu.n Si :l .'.iii a/ iijit.set^bljve 

!.!• ,j! ! -. . ■ . : ■/ ■• .•) :■ ,-,.^(i' I'jfU.ii' lii-w^ Ik.msJ*. • 

"• 'J li. ■ - •. •._•<<■' tv' \ •■',.'J'<''<' <^t'l''H''J"-ft- '".C"'' 
iLu • Me.elevatioa of Cap(?a% }s ;^e4,fe|fj^jjjccijRl9iMe.j'e 
xaiemonj; tp the year l^,, Jijig M|«^M<W.4iS^»^ifiot,!ll«tfJfWr 
'WS* >,. , . .>l>mii.'JjHj B molt b-jT'or.ui' 

t Herodiap.!. iii. p.a|i)vuJI3)«ib)M(«£iCaH4t)iai«ml4)«|a. in 
the Augustan History. 
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CH A f. abtVe iteee^scM^), and fak ffm, vAnch obliged 
^* *imtobtd«kdinilkt»,ljctrafftport^ 
^ "^ Mif in i^OMu teto tkM MffiKile tstend, UtieBded 
by Us ^wo sotts^ Uis wkele ^c^ort, aad a &i^id- 
«bk armyr H^ immediately parsed tlve waSs ef 
Hadriavi a&d Antonimifii, -afid entered the ed^my^s 
eouAtry, Witk a de^^ ^ ^(^ftipldting the lo«ig 
Attempted conquest of Briteaiia. He penetrated 
to the hartherti extremity of the i&tand, without 
meeting an ^nemy*. Bntthe concealed atnbns- 
cades of the Gakdoniansy whohnng nnse^h on 
the i?ear and Ibnks of hii army, the coldness <tf 
the climate, and -l*ic severity of a Winter March 
across the hills and mbr^sies of Scotland, aie re^ 
ported to have cosk the Romans above fifty 
thousand men. The Caledonians at length yield-' 
ed to the powerful and obstinate atteck, sued 
for peace, and surrendered a part of their arms^ 
and a large tract of territory. Bui their appa- 
rent submission lasted no longer than the j)resettt 
terror. As soon as the Roman legions h&d retire 
ed, they resumed their hostile independence. 
Their restles spirit provoked Severus to send a 
new army into Caledonia, with the most bloody 
brdeft, not to subdue but to extirpate the natives. 
They were saved by the death of their haughty 
*nemy^. 

This Caledonian war neither marked by deci-* 

mpi and sive events, nor attended with any important 

*^'*'**^ consequences, would ill deserve our attention: 

|i>ut it; is supposed, not without a considerable 

degree 

* Plolit L hatrip f» I86D9 fto* Hecodi^ I. iii. p. 133, Ice. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. a<jj> 

degree of probability, that the invasidn of Sjeve- c h a p.- 
rus is connecteii with the most shining period of vi. 
the British history or fable. Fingal, whose fame, ' 
with that of his herbes and bards, has been re- 
vived in our language by. a recent publication, 
is said to have commanded the Caledonians in 
that memorable juncture, to have eluded the 
power of Severus, and to have , obtained a signal 
victory ojpi the banks of the. Carun, in which the 
son of the King of the World, Caracul, fled from 
his arms along the fields of his pride *. Some- 
thing of a doubtful mist still hangs over these High- 
land traditions ; nor can it be. entirely dispelled 
by the most ingenious researches of modern cri- 
ticism f: but if we could, with safety, indulge comtmt of 
the pleasing supposition,^ that Fingal lived, and jo^un^* 
that Ossian sung, the striking contrast of the »»^ ^^^ 

, ni i« • Roman*. 

Situation and manners or the contending, nations 
might amuse a philosophic mind. The parallel 
would be little to the advantage of the more 
civilized people, if we compared the unrelenting 
revenge of Severus with the generpvls d^flpienoy 
of Fingal; the timid and brutal cruelty of Cara- 
Vol. L P calFa, 

* Osslan's Poems, vol. i. p. 175. 

t That the Caracul of Ossian is the Caracalla of the nonian 
History, is, perhaps, the only point of British antiquity in -.r liioh 
Mr Macpherson and Mr Whitak^r are of the samt^ opinion ; and 
yet the opinion is not without difficulty. In the Caledoriirri \\ ar, 
the son of Severus was known only by the appellation of Auto* 
nimis ; and it may s<»em strange, that the Hignlahd bard siiov.ld 
describe 'him bj* a nick-iiame, invented fdur years afterwards, 
Scarcely 'hsed by the Romans till after the death of that emperor, • 
and seldom employed by the most ancient historians. See Dion, 
}-.'lxxvii. p. 1S17. His. Aii^jiist. p. 89. Aurel, Victor. Euseb, in 
Chron. ad ann. 214. 
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CKA.i'. Qf|l^,inth. tiff, bravery, th^c^^^^^mm^^ks eifiH 

'"""•"*^ ^^^ m^tivcskof ^ap op^»ucest,«flnf^4-wfid#r ^ 
IjOfjp^rial «t^dai4» witfettb^ iw«l««nhW*rriof^ 

Adorvca; if, in ^ wwd, w^.cQii|e«ipla^hAh*» 
imtutored Calqdoniim^f gfewHl^>wifil|.ij^w^i»r 
virtyes of nature, and tte dfgfR^atjs ^g^om^^i 
jpUuted with ^c mea^ .^ip^s ^tf . iwalliil%^ii^ slji^ 

^^«jy-- ^ : ,. : - .;... ;.,..• .; •• 

Ambition ^ '^^^ dsclining health miiM illiwfa,f)f ^¥crus 

of Can- hpi^ivn^ thfi M^ ?Mi4>itipn . and black /g^ions. q£ 

"*"*• C^^c^a's souL Imp^ti€9t of a^y dd^]r4or ^^ 

siqi of .einpire, he attemptedy n^e than 6iici3« 

to . shpjrtoa the Kooall remainder of his. fa]thfer> 

4^1^,^ and eiMloaiKmred^. but wiihoyt 5U(s;cesSpta 

cjffiite a mu^ii^ s^moi^ th« ttoopi *• ^^^^ oid 

ej^iperor: had often ensured the. misguided lenity 

of Marcus, who, by a single ^t of justice^. might 

, . l^we, saved the Komans from the ty ram^y of his 

' wo?thles«^ son. Placed in the same situation, he 

• experienced how easily the rigour of a judge, dis^ 

solves away in the tenderness of a parent* He 

deliberated, he threatened, hut he. xould not 

punish; and this last and only instance of mercy 

was more fatal to the empire than a long^ 

-series of cruelty ■[:• The disorder of his miiid , 

ifcatii of irritated the pains of his body ; he wished im- 

^M^ patiently .for death, and hastened the instant of 

sionofbis it ,hy;his impatience. He expired at York iA 

A. D. 4". ^ • the 

4th Fe- • 

'^~*'^* * Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 1282. Hist. August, p. 71. Aurel. Victor. 

t-Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 19a3> Hist. August, p. 89. 
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stf vSe« Mv^r ttf^efife* aie heart, dt etfeiif tH« iiAdfer- 
Sltodi«g?/ tff thfe- iffipetttbtts yottths'j btit ^ 
iww* dbefliewt- i^^BpS,^ miftdlbl 6f theit bath <tf 
a»te^i^e<*, ana-ASf the ?imh6rtty of tfcdfo aecSe^se* ^ 
irirt»er, ^6Sfet«a tRe^ *)»«ic*ttom 6f S^i^arta*^', and* 
pfoeiairiled both^ brdth^i^^ e6$^r6TS of Roltte: 
TM4- «ew^ t;ri«b^s '^6ort- left t*e C^tforiiai^' irr 
ptf^«, feturtiai tfe»«h^ ctjifaav<5e!ebme*^^t^^^ 
fatfifet'j' fonfeM i^t* ffivifHe hbttbftiS,' ai^ Wet6* 
cHeetftiH^ acttiowfed^ta^ ^ teWtfJ ^fergigtis^, 
by the senate, the people, and tMc jp^ttoViflcei , 
SteWie p^^-emindice oF r^rtK ^6ltts W have b^fen 
^ow€* totlA6 eUtt hUMhtr y but they tb*- 
administered the etripi^e With 6qual and indepfeA. 
deiKt power *. 

* Such a divided form of government would have jeaioasy 
ptfoVfed a soured of discoi'd between the most ^thc*^ 
affectionate brothers. It was impossible that it emperors, 
could lorig subsist between two implacable erie- 
rilies, -^ho neither desired n6r could trust a reteon- ' - 
ciliation. It was visible that one only could 
jeigii, and that the other must fall ; and each'df 
them judging of his rival's designs by his own, 
guarded his life with the most jealous vigilance 
from the repeated attacks of poison or the sword.- 
'Their .rapid journey through Gaul arid Italy, 
P2 during 



* Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 1284. Herodian, 1. iii. p. 135. 
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21 i THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, during which they never cat at the sai^e tablcy 
▼I- or slept in the same house, displayed to the.pro- 
' • * vinces the odious spectacle of fraternal discord^r 
On their arrival at Rome, they immediately dii 
vided the vast extent of the Imperial pilace *• 
No communication was allowed betwe«ti their 
apartments ; the doors and passages were dili- 
gently fortified, and guards posted and relieved 
with the same strictness as in a besieged place. 
The emperors met only in public, in the pre- 
sence of their afflicted mother ; add each sur- 
roxmded by a numerous train of armed followefi^s. 
Even on these occasions of ceremony, the dissi- 
mulation of courts could ill disguise the ranedur 
of theit hearts f . 
Fraitias 1*his latent civil war already distracted the 
iieg:ocMtiim whole government, when -a scheme was suggested 
tte^pbL^ that seemed of mutual benefit to the hostile bro- 
^" thcw. 

*^ Mr Hume is justly surprised at a passage in Hero^ian (1. iy> 
p. 139.), "vvho, on this occasion, represents tlie Imperial palace as 
eijtial in extent to the rest of Rome. The whole region of die Pa- 
latine Mount on ivhich it was built, occupied, at most, a circum- 
ference of eleven or twelve thousand feet (see theNotitia and Vic- 
tar*^ tft Kat-dinr^ Rbma Antica). Bat we should recollect that the 
opulent senators had almost surrounded the city with their ex- 
tensive .gardens and superb palaces, the greatest part of which had 
beefi gi^mlly coniiscated by the emperors. If Get^ resifled in 
' the gardens that bore bis name on the Janiculum, and if Caracalla 
inhabited the gardens of Maecenas on the Esqueline, the rival' 
bratlv?> were separated from each other by the distance of several ^ 
mile's ; and ^-ct the intermediate space was filled by the Imperial * 
ga^^5. df SMlost, o£ Luoulltts, of Agtippa, of Oomitian, of 
Caius^ ^C* all. skirting round the city, and aU connected with 
each other, and with the palace, by bridges thrown over the 
Tiber aa«J the sli^reets* . B»t this explanation of Herqdi^n would 
require, though it ill deserves a particular dissertation, illustrated 
by a nn\p of ancient Rome. 
t Kerodian, I. iv. p. 139. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.' aij 

thers. it was proposed, that since it was im- chap. 
possible to, reconcile their minds, they should vi. 
sepai:a.te their interest, and divide the empire ' » 
between theip. ,The conditions of the treaty 
\jrere already, drawn with some accuracy. It was 
agreed, that Carac^la, as the elder brother^ 
should . remain in possession of Europe and the 
western Africa; and that he should relinjquish 
the sovereignty of Asia and Egypt to Geta, who 
might fix his residence at Alexandria or Antioch, . 
cities little inferior to Rome itself in wealth and 
greatness; that numerous armies. should be con- 
stantly encamped on cither side of the Thracian 
Bosphorus, to guard the frontiers of the rival 
monarchies ; and that the senators of European 
extraction should acknowledge the' sovereign of 
Rome, whilst the natives of Asia followed the 
emperor of the East, The tears of the empress 
JuUa interrupted the negociation, the first idea of 
which had filled every Roman breast with sur- 
prise and indignation. The mighty mass of con- 
quest was so intimately united by the hand of 
time and policy, that it required the itiost fi)rci- 
ble violence to rend it asunder. The Romans 
had reason to dread, that the disjointed members 
would soon be reduced by a civil war^under the 
dominion of one master; but if the separation 
was permanent, the division of the provinces 
must terminate in the dissolution of an empire 
whose unity had hitherto remaiaod inviolate *. 

V3 ma 

* Herodian, 1. W. p. 14^. 
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CHAP. Ii^d the tse^ b«m csuETi#'i^]t0ie3^ci;i^iin>rt)|^. 

Geta. e/aslsr thoi^ a moose guilty Tiptaryf: ?tje ^sbj&JIjiH 
27t?Ft"' Utten^ to Im motb/er^s cptu^tijcs, Qtj4 icw«f»t«*: 
btuaiy. tQ inej^t his iwptbf^ in her ^rjti^eiit, pn t^xm ' 

tbeir amv^VfSfikat^ soqaecAni^iinpns, wiio^ fa94 ^EHtM^ 
trived' to conce^ tluimselv^, msh^ mih ^J^^wfi 
3 woids ijpoi? ^h^ jjpfbmm^te Cetff • flj^ distrgpt^ - 
^ppth(sr morp to protect hi^ in\m ai^s^ b^tv 
ip t^e fisa^raMing s(rugg)^3 she w^ ^^oun^pd m 
tbe baii4» (Uid covisred witli the blood df he^ 
ypuisger^oH, wliil^ $be s;>w the el^er awm«tiiaf 
a^d ^s^isting * the fyry of thie ^$»ssifls. As soon 
a^ the deed w?s perpetrated, Caracajla, with 
h^ty steps, and horror in his cpuntenancfe, ran 
towards the Praetorian camp as his only refuge, 
and threw himself on the ground before the statue^ 
of the tutelar deities f . The soldiers attempted 
to raise and comfort him. In brclcen and dis- 
ordered words he informed them of his iqtimincnt 
danger and fprtumM^e escape; insinuating that he 
' had prevented the designs of his enemy, and de^ 
' clared hi^ resolution to live and die with his f^ith*^ 

*,€app)]a GpAseqiiated, Jn the temple of Serapis, tije sWei^J, 
vrith whibh, as he bbasted, he had llaia his brPfher Qeta.. Dion, 

t J3^erodian, 1. iv. p. 147. In every Roman camp there was a 
small chapelnear the head quarters, in which the statues of the 
tutelar deities were preserved and adored j and we may remark, 
that the eaglesr, and other military ensigns, were in the first 
tank of these deities: aii excellent institution, which confirmed 
discipline. by the sanction of religion. See Lipsius de Mjlitia 
Bomana, iv. 5. v. 2. .• . • 
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fiiLtro^^ oGtta hail> been the §EfV(miniA'oi dtie c s a ». 
soi4i^l9 9^ ly^^«bofii|4aii)d;;.was ii^el^ss^ mvongeiwae * ^^' 
^ng^n8M6;d9n<lithd9r still ©e^qreneed. ihe wjo ^f-/ •-«— ' 
S^attKi ^^Theitr'idi9P(»tUeat ^diis^ idie 

lAtirfinaii^ Q^xiCa^raissiiaisoea »coaTt|iGed themcidf • '' \ 
thsrjijsioce f^i^^^afux, by distAhatixig ia ime 
l;g^sli^jQbMiati)i^€ thb apoanudajted tceiwures of Jii^: 
f(Mdi^%^^^i^#* ' 'T^ seniiments oS'dt^ sol« ^ 
dfei?9 lilone iiv<s9Cl<xf iiEq)0£fcance tx> his power ori 
safety; lEhctf dcclfts^on ia iais iaTour com- 
mu^ed- tke ^tifid p'ofeidms of the sem^* Th« 
oli»€i^icm» assembly w^ always pfepflcred to raiafy 
the decision pf foflUine j but as Caaiaiqalla wished ^ 
ta ttsi^mf e the first emotions of ipublic indtgoa^- >* 
tm\i tim nanase Qf Geta was m^iitiQiie4.iwith de^\ 
ceocy> apd he repeived this ftmefal hoDoars^DC a 
SLpman w?peror f • Posterity, in pity to hji& mi*- 
fortune^ h^ cast a v^il over his vice^.^ Weoo^ 
gider that y oving priajce as the innojpent vi^^iopi c^ 
his brother's ambition^ without recollecting that 
he hioxsplf waiited power, rather thani^plin^ipp,- , 
to consummate the same attempts of re ven^ ^^4 
murder,, 

The crime went not unpunished. Nether .R***'** 
business, nor pleasure, nor flattery, could defippd of c2^-*^ 
Caracalla from the stings of a guilty conscience ; ^^ 
and he confessed, in the anguish of a tortured 
mind, that his disordered fancy often beheld tiie 
iangry forms of his father and his brother rising 
P4 into 

* Herodian, 1. iv. p. 148. Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1289. 

t Geta was placed among the gods. Sit divus^ dum non sit 
TVvuSjSM his.biotiier. Hist. August.]^. 91. Som«^mafJcs of 
6eta*s consecration are still found upon medals. 
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.^M-tL^.imo' life to threaten and 'U]>bmid>>ht^^;' 'HlSlkt 

iVi. conscfMsfiess of bis cmnt 'slwuld havie indncdd 

^' "• ■ '^him to convince mankind^ 1)y» the -wtucstof «;iiis 

* reign, that the bloody deed had' been tflK»iirite- 

^Juntary effect of fetal neccjteity^ ^Bttit^the rtsperit- 

t> ente of Caracalla only pronlpted him tb tem&re 

-ftom the world whatever could tienniUdAntn of 

his guilt, or rccal the memory* of his tkiurdercd 

- brother. On his return fmm the senate to the 
palace, he found his mother in the eottipairjr^f 

V several noble matrons, weeping over the untime- 
ly fate of her younger son. The jcaloui emperor 
V, rr 5 1 .TSi^eatened them with instant death; the s^itence 
"^ * ^ -was executed against Fadilla, the last remaining 
-dangiiter of the emperor Marcus ; and even the 
-afflicted '4*ulia, was obliged to silence her lament- 
tv:^($ti^ to^ suppress her sighs, and to iJeceive the 
''atfittsiia with smiles* of joy and' approbation. It 
i-^^ifi. computed that, under the vague appellation 
^ -4^ the friends of Geta, above twenty thousand 

- persons^ of both sexes suffered death. His guards 
and fireedmen, the ministers of his serious bijsi- 

' neas, and the companions of his looser hours, 

those who by his interesl had been promoted to 

any commands in the army or provinces, with the 

• long coftnected chain of their dependeilts, were 

included In the proscription ; which endeavour- 

• ed to reach every one who had maintained the 

' smallest cbrrfespondence with Geta, who lamented 

^lis death, or who even mentioned his name f. 

Helvius 

* Dion, 1. hxvii.p. 1307. 

t Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1290. Herodian, \, iv. p. 150. Dion (p. 
1298) says, that the comic poets no longer durst employ the 

name 
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^Hjblviles fP«tti6d3i> e^n to the prinM oftthiti tmme, c ^^K p« 
'^teistrUs lifeflfc^MjuDi u«w«son»bfewi«aicisa30i^. It *Vi. 
^a^ a^sufficientt orfme rf l?iurafiea Priscua to ^ ■''■' 'w ^ 
descended ftom ^a^ ftnuiy.in which the love of 
Kberty '^eeoal^d a» hereditary que^ity f. Xfce 
•paafticularcaiiisies of calumny and ^wpicion w^^re 
<at 'lehgth «idiati$ted; and when a-seaator was 
acduscd of being a secret enemy to the goverp- 
-ment, the emperor was satisfied witfe the genea^l 
proof that he was a man of property ,and virtue. 
From thto wdOUgrounded pnnciple. he. frequently 
drew the most bloody inferenjces* • 

The e$cecution of so many innocent citizens i3n«ho€ 
was bewailed by the secret tearsi c^. their frieads ^"f**** 
and femilies. The 4eath of Papiman, the Pne- 
torian praefect, was lamented as a pvd>lic cala- 
mity; During the la^ seven ye^cs of Severus, 

• he had exercised the most importaat office^ of 
the state, and, by his salutary inftuencc, guided 
the emperor's steps in the paths of justice ;ajid 
moderation. In full assurance of his virtues ^nd i 
abiKties, Severus, on his death-bed; had con- 
jured him to watch over the prosperity^and union 

n^me of CEeta in their pjays^ and th^t the esiates of thOM Ivho 
;ne^tioIled it m tijieir testaments, were conliscated. 

, * Caxapalla had assumed the names of sevend conquered na- 
tions ; Pertinax observed, that the nam^ of Gett'cus (he had ob- . 
tained sbmja advantage of the Goths or Get«)-wQuld be a prpper 
addition to Parthicus, Alemannicus, &c. Hist. August, p. 80. 

t Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1391. He was probably 'descended from 

• Helvidius Prisons, and Thrasea Partus, those patriots whose firm, 
but useless and unseasonable virtue, has been immortalixed by 
Tacitus. 
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cuA$.^tbtfmv^iMkmly% The iMffeii l«k«w 

jhxs J^«r'6 ]Bkii6t#r4 AA^r tile OHindi^^lsf lOetVH^ 
tfcft Fnefept was cooifiianded to exect the femm^ 

&r th^ ^troc^oiis itae4. The pbiloaopluc Semro. 

t^^^uemf^, IQ t^e mm^ <a| the «qa fuid 0S«as^ 

" Than ,^ j^if^ f panici4e/' i^ tljp glowus 
reply of rPapiiiiant, fjrio did acH })fsit^4 bcr 
twew Jthf ,1)1^ of lift ^4 that pf ho^w. Such ^ 
iQ£re^4 virt^e^ whi9h had (&sc4ipiej4 pure aa4 ; 
uA$ullie4 fTOia? the wtrigue? qf courts, tljyc Ijiabits 
of t^^upii^s^ ^nd jthe arts of his professioin reflects 
mpire. lustfjc on. the memory of P?tpijaian, tl^ 
all hjLj great .eD^pJoyment?, hi? nup^eroys wifingsf, 
and t^e snpe^pr reputation as a lawyer, which 
he Im preserve^ through every age of the Rpman 
junsprucjlepce^ 
Bi Btpuh It Ijad hitherto been the peculiar felicity of the 
Strtfae RomaAs, and in the worst of times thejr con- 
■* solation, that the virtue of the. emperors was- 
active, and their vice indolent. Augustus, Tra- 
jan, Hadria^t. and Marcus, visited their exten- 
sive dominions in person, and their progress was 
marked by acts of wisdom and beneficence, 
i\ ', ' ' The 

-* It is $«dd that Papinian was himself a relation of the en^tess 
Julia.' \ 

t Tacit. Annul. lUv. fi. i Hist. Ai^st. p. 96. 

§ WJth T«gatd to Papini^, see Heineccius's Historia Juris 
Romania 1. 830, &c. ' 
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"^/^.^^iikd ototot comtmdy n Uwk, or m ^^ 
th^ a^ceat jvilks; was cw&osd tp tte (mMtoviiii ' "" ' ' 
5i»i'>^Mfiis*Bjiw;fl^ 3ut CwicalJa w«* (the 

canrnu^ cnemjr/^f nift | fe 9 d. ^p if ft t\i^ cslpi^ 
tflj {^d l» m^i^ jretiawd to it) sitaut «^ ywf A,D.9it. 
;to liw «w*aic^;a«!ti. The rwt pf ^ reign 
w^ s0(m-' in ^' *#v«i^l proyi w^s of th« i^mfji^^ 
partjfetd«rty tlM>se of thf E*Bt, and «very fwp^ 
vjbpboe wjW by tqatjy the sqeiie <)f li|$ r^ine ai^ 
ermlty.. The senators, o^mp^U^d by feg^ to gt- 
t;!effii Jjis capiiiciou^ motipns, wfr€ oWige4 to 
proviifc daily .«i»ert^iiii»ieB45 ftt an imm^m^ cx^ 
pence, which he .abwdpwd with CQfttlWpt to 
hisguafd^; anil to erect, in evf ry citf , Eptagni* 
iSiceht palaces 9fid theatres, which he either disi- 
dained to vi^it, or ordered io be imva^ntdf 
thrown down. The moist we^hy faaiihes wefie 
ruined by p^ial fine? mi con^^^tiom, »&d the 
great body of hi^ ^ubj^gt? pppre^ued by iagenious 
and aggravated taxe$ f , Jn the midst of peace, 
and upon the slightest provocation, he issued his 
commands at Alexandria in Egypt, for la general 
massacre. Froni a secure post io the temple of 
Serapis, he viewed and directed the slaughter of 
many thousand citizens, as well as strangers, 
without distinguishing either the' number or the 
icrime of the sufierers; frince, as he coolly in-' 

formed 

* Tiberius and Domltlaoi never inov«4 fpom ths riei^ibour? 
hooclgf Rome. JSexo inade a short journey ii^to Qimfie, ** B/t 
'^ laudatorum Principum usqs.f x aequo ^iji^arovis fr^ieul agefyCilMSs* 
" iSaevi proximis ingruunt." Taci^ Hist, iv, 7^. 

+ Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1204. 
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«*• THE DECLINE ANT) FALL 

c^ a' T.' formed the senate, all tlie Alexandrians. Jhpsjc 
vi*^ who had perished and those who had esc§iped^> 

1^. were alike guilty *. 

of ditd- The wise instructions of Severus never made. 

'^' any lasting impression on the mind of his son>^ 
who, although not destitute of imagination and 
eloquence, was equally devoid of judgment and 
humanity f . One dangerous maxim, worthy of 
a tyrant, was remembered and abused by Cara- 
calla, *• To secure the affections of the army, 
, . " and to esteem the rest of his subject? as of 
" little moment J." But the liberality of the 
father had been restrained by prudence, and his - 
indulgence to the troops was tempered by firm-; 
ness and authority. The careless profusion of 
» the son was the policy of one reign, and the 
inevitable ruin both of the army and of the em- 
pire. The vigour of the soldiers, instead of 
being confirmed by the severe discipline of camps, f 
melted away in the luxury of cities. The exces-- 
sive increase of their pay and donatives § exhausted 

the 

* Dlon^ 1. Ixxvii. p. 1307. Herodian, I. iv. p. 158. iTie for- 
mer represents it as a cruel massacre, the latter as a perfidious 
one too. It seems probable^ that the iilexandrians had irritated 
the tyrant by their railleries, and perhaps by their tumults. 

t Dion, 1. Ixxvii, p. 1296. 

% Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 1284. Mr. Wotton (Hist, of Rome, p, 
S30.) suspects that this maxim was invented by Caraealla him.'. 
self, and attributed to his Either. 

% Dion (1. Ixxviii. p. 13430 informs us, that the extraardinary 
gifts of Caracalla to the army amounted annually to si&venty 
millions of drachms (about two millions three hundred and fifVy 
thousand pounds.) There is another passage in Dion, concerur 
ingt;hemititary pay^ infinitely curious; were it not obscure,. 
imperfdU^ and probaMy corrupt. Tlie best sense seems to be,. , 
that the Pratorian giards received twelvfe hundred and fil'ty 

drachms? 
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OF THE RpMATN E^RE,^ y,j^^ 

the state to^ enrich the military order, whosjS^ cjh, a, ;?,^ 
lilbdesty iti peace, and service in war, are best vx^. 
s^Setkfetf'by' an^ iionourabie poverty. The d^- ^-; :,. y .^ -. 
meanor of Caracall^ was haughty and full, of ^ 

pride 'i^iit with tlie troops he forgot even the . \ 

gtope'r dignity of his rank, encouraged their in- 
solent familiarity, jand, neglecting the essentia^ 
duties of a general, affected to imitate the dress, 
and manners of a common soldier. 
/It was inipossible that such a character, and Murder «i 
»Uch a conduct as that of Garacalla, could ii^spire a. d. 21V. 
eitha: love or esteem ; but as long as his vices, '*^ ^^***** 
were benejBcial to the armies, he was s,ecure from 
the danger of rebellion. A secret conspiracy, 
provoked by his own jealousy, was fatal to the 
tyrant. The Praetorian praefecture was divided 
between two ministers. The mihtary depart- 
ment was intrusted to Adventus, an experienced 
rather than an. able soldier ; and the cjvil affairs, 
Were transacted by Opiliu§ Macrinus, who, by 
his dexterity in business, had raised himself, with 
a fair cWacter, to that high olTice. But his 
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor, 
and bis life might depend on the slightest suspi- 
cion, or the most casual circumstance. Malice. 
olr fan^itcism had suggested to an African, deeply 

skilled 

drachmae (fort j pounds) a year, (Dion, 1. btxvii. p. 1307. J Un-' 
(Wr the reign of Augustus, they were .paid at the rate of two 
drachmae, or denarii, per day, 720 a year. (Tacjt. Annal. i. 17. 
Domitian, who increased tlie soldier's pay one fourth, nnist- 
have raised the Praitoriaa^ to 960 draciuji^e CGrpnevius de Pe- 
cunia Veteri, 1. iii. c. 2.) These successive ^augmentations 
rwned the empire,, fbr, with Uie ^Idiers pay, their, jmolberi 
too were increased. We !jave seen the PriPEtoriajas ^loft^ in* 
•creased from 10,000 to 50,000 men, - ^ " • 
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iM Tm^mmjom Aim PAUL 

o H A'P. ^liMed in tHe fcitofrlesJge rf fiit^^ « veiry (ton- 
▼'^ gema$ prcflfictioa, tlteie Miievimi^ taunl ftk soil 
'vm€ ie^tinti ta ftigti direnr lite tM^fjJre. The 
re{)Ort tv^ too» ^fflbtiecl thitmglr th« ^dv^ed^ 
atii! Mlien the man tvto seM itt cfifbfts ta Rotate, 
ht still asserted, m ihs ptestmt of t4t«5 ft»SecV 
of the dty, tfte feifh of hh pwpfrtcy. ITtet: 
itmgidttate, trho teul tte^ed the moi$t pf^iAg 
instructions t4a hlfiwrm hJm^If off the ftttifn^i 
of Caracaftfc, iiftmetS^efy cqmtfmrtioattd the ^^- 
anwnation of the AfHcad td the iM^riaFetjwf, 
whfch at the time fesi^^ in Syffe- Sot, «»t^ 
withstandii5fg the ABgeilcetjf thte ptiliftcf tntissi^iiii 
gcrs, a frrend of MacriniM fbmid rtieafes t^ a{)pri** 
him of the apfprou€Jhftfg datngen tlie etnperor 
receited th^ kttets from Rome ; *tid as he t^rais 
then engaged in th^ conduct of a <fh^riot r^te, 
he delivered them UAopeixefd to the Pftfetoriaff 
Prafefecr, directing hith to dispatch the ordinary 
a&irs, and t<j report the more important btrsi- 
ncss* that might be <t6tmined in them. Macrinus 
read fail? fate,^ and resolved to prevent it. He 
in^ai^^ied the di6contei*ts of some inferior ofllcers, 
Qfiid dmprbyed the hand of Partialis, a desperate 
soldier, who had been refused tlie rank df eett- 
tun^n. The dcrtbtion of Gaa^caHa prompted 
htm to make a pilgrimage from Edessa to the 
celebrated temple of the Moon at Carrhae. He 
was attend^ by a body of cavalry; but having 
stopped o^ the coad for some necessary occasion, 
his guaids jn^erved- a resspectfol: distance, atttt 
Masttalkaf^iXMicbii^ bftk person tsnder^a pretesee -^ 
QtiiXif, ,rt»blred Km with a dagger. The bold • 

assassin 
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dl.the . Jm|»ifial.|fii«»d; Such ifw die 4nA of ^ vrw 
'm^qsttr^tW^mf life disgRiG^d hun^A natuiis^^^ wd *— v— ' 
wiiQ» , jcwgftj I fmw^ the patience of the Ro^ 

tepi0«i»l(erQd<}Qj>7ln9$pa9tiAl tib^ealitjri^ sm^Migtfd 
ikft (enale t0.rpfQsti$ate the»( cm^ digilitjr an^i 
ibat of f ^yi^a l^: ^^nfeing bbn a^ place mumg 
^ goiis^ Whikt he vms upcm eavthv Akx^ imittttoD 
M4e« tHQ|eat|«^ tl^ only lieiFo whom tWsv $o* J^f"***^ 
djHMsd wo£^i his a(bni^aiiQ&# He aiyui&^d the. 

doriian pi^anx of gfuardsi^ peisQC!M<$^ the- dis^. 
ciples of cAjistotle^' and. displayed litilh* apueiik 
eptliQstapm'the only sei^tinieat by which he ^^ 
covered ai^y regard Sox vijrtue or gteiy » We mia 
easily eepceivey that afte? the bstttleK^Na^a, as!id 
thjs coaqf^est of Polafid, Gfaaries tl^ Tif^h: 
(t^oti^ he sfeiU wiutt^d the liisor^ ele^jat^ aidoddM 
I^Ushmenfa^of tihe $oii of BhiUp) xxug^ hoasf cC 
having rivalled his valoviraiidi&agil^iitiify: bv^: 
i& no one actiim of hi» life did Gaaraodlia fflfujtal: 
th&faiKt^al resfemblance of the MaqedQiHiMQi^ h»i^<^ . 
except ki the murder of a gret»& num^r of \mz 
ovnh and of 1»& father's friends f . .2 

' Af^er Miie eic^cti(mof the hoi^e of SeT^$C^::ifejectin» 
the Rofnan ix^opld remained Un-ee da^vf widlen^^f^ ^ 

* bion, L Ixxvin. p* 1312. Herodian, L iv, k 168. 

f ^Hefondhesi of Caraicalla for the name ;fcletis%nsfefkftkV^' 



anrier^. is still jprefienre(i on tlie medals 4^;^ba|t/jmpgF^ Sefrf 
Spanlieim, de Usii Numismatura, Dissertat^zii/ Herodiaji (L iv/ 
p. 154U> had seeA very ridienlOttS pu^uresy «&#hiaia'%lil»eJ^i/i 
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.,didM;e> |s^eotp)dl.-J)imsflf wtipm-^jw^gvwte^ 

. Jjirtlyiyadl merit could, en^^e, their atta^iujieflt 

yS^d lu^tp.ttieii: suSr^ges*. Tlig .decisive w«ght 

.of tiie.^fspto^a .gliflrcia eiey^ted t^ie: Hopes of 

, t|xeip.j?f2efept&^ w4 thcf&e, powerful mini|t?rs be-- 

.,g?p4Q^;^ssert^tUeir.v/tfjr^xl^m to fiU the vacancy 

; p£4;lie; ^^lif^ri^ tteqn^, ,r jAilventu?, however, the 

*i9^9^t^^f^\^ consi^us Qf;,his^riig^/and infirmi- 

;'itim<;,^ h|i5>>smaU,c?»f»^i:iqnt: a^4..h^ OTaJler 

>^Wite^f''^^«4-t^]daA8eroi3is 1^^ ^e 

1 f:j^ijh«»biti0|i spf l»pr90lte§gl*ehM^ri0us,* wh^^ 

LWjfs&^sa^WQ^gW^.mmi^ar^clj^ii sufpiqion^of his 

-^^MyM^mmy *OitotjW«e?'S :dea.t;K^ The 

"htWW^flflii^flf Ic^v^d ^i3sjr es|eea^*J>^ .chai^cter, 

T^^il^r ca/sthtkiW. ^es arCM^: ift 5^rch oi a com- 

.j^|)^<B;j.a|E|4Lat:tefo5^ei4^.veitfe to,his 

•' 3®?95?^!9f4**iH?uni^4 

M^ Vk-i^ f^csS:^^ tiim^i^i^^mpty^ h^<Qnferred on 

iitof esofti3aiftdqja:fiaia»¥fe,-!ftt the ag^ qf ^y ten 

nyears, the Imperial titl^t and the popul|ir B&Xfie of 

Antoninus. The beautiful figure of the youth, 

a%?is(tdS :by a^^ ai^ditional, 'd6native; ;f6r %vMch the 

•rCOTKnacmy-fttrfiishcd' a pretext^ might^attraet, it 

^Iwa* 3*^Be4oJ^^^ rfavQur bf ,t!ie .ai^^^y, ^^nd: setuje 

^ 1^^ doubtfcti ^Ihrmt bf Macrimis. , ; ■ ' 

S*t^^"* ^ "^l^e authority of the hew^/Jftv^elgiv had'l^ee^ 

«*^^ ;]§t|^|^i,'i:he 'cJliefefftfl ;s^^^ se*tiat:e 

6and preyitteeB*^ They exulted in their iinexpected 

i,.:-, ...ou. ■■....• r:.-...r,v.H ...... ■.. .:.aeliver- 

* Hepiwiiah- t'lv. p. m - HfetV August, p. 94. * 
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dl* TUfi SOMAN EMPIRE ti$ 

deliverance from a hated tyrant, and itieemei c*»ap- 
of Atfle cbnsequ^nce to examine intxi tiie virtiKS ^^ 
of the successor of Caracalla. Bt^ aar soon as the 
first transpiorts of joy ^nd surprise had subsided 
they began to scrutinixe the merits ofA^Kninua 
with a critical severity, and to arraign the hasty 
choice of the iarmy. It had hitherto been con- 
sidered as a fundamental maxim of the consritu-' 
tion, that the emperor must be always chosen in 
the senate, and the sovereign power, no Icmger 
exercised by the whole body, was always ^e^ 
gated to one of its' metnben. But Macrinus 
was not a senator *• The sudden eleVtttioii of ^ 
the l^rsetoriaai prsefects betrayed the meamiess of 
their origin ; and the equestrian or&r was stifi 
in possession of that gfeat office, which commands 
ed with arbitrary sway the lives and fortunes of 
the senate. A murmur of indignaticm ura^ beaid, 
that a man whose obscure f extraction had never 
been illustrated by any signal service, should dai* 
to invest himself with the purple, instead of be- 
stowing it on some distinguished senior, equal 
Vol. I. Q in 

* Dion, 1. iancxTuL p. 1850. Bla«iliali}s i«pR>acfaed his pre- 
decessor, with daring to seat himself on the thh)he ; though, as 
Prsetorian pracfect, he could not hive hten admitted Into ^ 
senate tiler the voice of the cryer had cleared the house, tlie 
personal favour of Plautianus and Sejaxlus had broke through thft 
establbhed rule. They rose indeed fiom the equestrian oodifr; 
hot th^ preserved the praefecture with the rank of senator, and 
even with the consulship. 

t He was a native of Csesarea in Numidia^ and beffok his ibr^* 
tune by serving in the household of PlauXtan, ftom whose run 
he namwly escaped. His enenues asserted^ that he was boin a 
slave, and had exercised, among other infiunoos pD^eslfons,that 
of Gladiator. The fashioii of aspersing the birth and condttioa* 
of an advenary, seems to have lasted mm the tii^e of the Cbtfek 
orators, to the learned grammarians of the |a2$t |fe- 
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dyuacQu^tfd. The chcnce q^ lus. iDuiis|9» Wf^ in 

aod^tb* His' imh witeioa ^ qlifiabi^ a h£t^ht wl^ure 

td i& tl>e urte ?of .a>wt$ and i}ie fantts^pf ciyU 

w4 vp^bi^plmf^ umltM^de^ PY«^r w^m lie^ had 
.MKNOMid tbe ocMii^tfid; Im mOimy talemtis were 
^e9fiisi)4t wA iw pcarsoiaal c(H^^ a 

ifthk|rr tibtt caveuhMd ia tb^^mp, dis^dbsed tbe 
lital rsec^nelof tbe con^^cac^ agwist tbi^ late on- 
peiDf, ai^Knated tte i^t.qf nvurdisi: by tbe 
baiaaetft of hy^vi$y« and beighteaed contempt 
jby dete«(alim« To alienate tbe soldiocs, ind .t(> 
yr^voke inevitable ruixt the character of are- 
former was only wanting : and sucb was the pe- 
cnli^ battfehip of bis fete, that Maemius was 
conqpelkd to exercise that invidious ol$ce« T^e 
prodigafity of Caraedla, had left behind k aiHo^ 
train of ruin and disocdec.; and if tbatiwondikss 

. •• * ' ' ' • - .• 

* Bfsth Dfoftaad ll«ro4ian s]^k of thie vinues muMgcs ef 
•Macnmis', with cao^emr askd toipartialtty ; bat tlie author pi hw 
life, iti th^ Aug;ii^lfinft^istoijr, scdnt to bire hn^lieiti^ copkd 
some of the venat wtifdrs^, enqilojsd. bjr Bbgatialus, totUtkei^ 
tlie tJietoory of his predeotawn 
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Vyvmiaiai^eti capable of Meeting on the wm puh^^ 
vxmeqimicmof his own coodiiqc, he ^ro^ fmi^ "^ 
)iapd4mi^f»>>3^ the d^uac i»pipe^ o£ tihr-dif* ^^ '• '"" 
tim^ atid QAtaitiiiieft wiaicb he beqi^^ 
^lieeesMinir '- 
:^fe%h«^tM»^9tilM»it'^lM8 aecesM^tefenm* j^^^/, 
4iciBr IMhK^riatiGr^^ceeded With a ca«M^tii |Mni^ xefomiation 
d^^e, which would ha«e ^^^toced heekfa afld '^'^*^- 
vigour to the Roman anny^ in an ertsf ttldialiMit 
ilri^f^epttbk ihiaiifier. To the ^dieia tfaeadjp 
engaged in tine service, he was censtiatxied. m 
leave the dangetous pfivik^ and extiainig^t - 

pay givtm hy Gataeallt } hul th« new recrdite * 
were received oti^ the more medemte though 
liberal estabtishineM ef Severus^ ^ndgtadoaUy 
formed to m^etfty enid abedieme *. Ote /fiMl 
error destroy^ the salutary eitcts of this judi^ 
cious pfaffi» The ]Himero«» tarmy; assembled id 
the East by the bite^ einpesef, lAstead of b^if 
immediately dispersed 4>y Macrinus thsou^ the 
several province, waasoifered to reniam united 
in Syria^ during the wiater that foUowttd his 
'^^vation^ In the luxurious idleness of. Am 
qimctersy the> troops victiied their strength and 
numbers^ communicated their complaints, and 
revolved in tbeic minds the advantages of fixio^ 
ther revolution. The veterans, instead tff being 
flattered '^by the ad^rantageou^ distinction, were 
alam^d by the first steps of the etnpcror, v^hich 
0.2 they 

* Dion, 1. Ixxxiii, p. 1336. The sense of the author is as clear 
^s the intention of the emperor ; but M,. Wotton has mistaken 
both, br iin(icrstundin^* the distinctioft, not of veterans ^ild re- 
ccuttg, out of old and new legions. Bfistgry of Rome, p. 84f. 
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ia» Tft£ D£eim£ AND I^Xll 

£f{iK'P. fheyvonsicbredas^he-presage of Ilk ^iutt in-* 

■^-^ - ' ^ cnfeiod on a jervioe; whose lifbdoTs wttrc iofere^d 
iriiflte ilr.tev(nrdS''wem: diminished b^^'a covetom 
and URWttrlIke sorenB&gii^ Tlie tnurmuirs^^ of the 
' Mtty sweHed iKlh mipukilty intb %6dfdous ila-^ 
jaonn; andthtt-panlal nnilknes^ betrayed a "spiiit 
ei^diaoameMi4iiidi^4iiaitelttic»> -t^at w^ted oinly 
ftr thenitghfttt^ ^cckskmrto-^dik but ^m every 
aide iino''^ gend^l < wbeffiM^. -T4 ^mitidfi thus 
dispasedf ^iiikrsoc40tt)ioii «k>n i)i<i^^eB[ted^^ksel£, 
ikati, of i 1^ 4fmptes«<Jtii!ia liad ^xpiti^^c^ aH the vi^ 
Jjj;;;'*^ ciwi^^ lFr«ft*'*afe^hifobtestatidn 

JMBot wa, the fiad^^ railed'to greatfiei99,'Ot)Iy to taste the 
22^„,d Wf**W# bft<*riiesi rf *1Q *3idbltt^ raiik. • She was 
^j^JtjL deefenedKte l>rec^ dvear' the de«i^ of ^i)ne of her 
SdHt soiis^ aiil ¥ver^thfc itfe c)€ the *kher. 'Kie cruel' 
*^ ^^^ fiti^i <rf^ €tlracalla(, tlmigii her gdod sense miist 
havfe Idttg^tau^ her^a^kpefet % fewakene^thfe 
*feeHngs <if »a ttiftthet^ and o£ aft eiftpress. Not- 
tikithiStafliin^tfhe ve^i^i^ cmS^y expressed bjr 
th^^urp*ri«^waja»'the'wid6w Of JSeverus, she 
destitoded^Mtfe'^pairift&^'S^^^ coiii. 

dition bf ai stAjectV^and i56on wfthdrew'lierseMi 
.1^ a voliihtity ;d«atfiv ftdto'the arfXidus anS ha^ 
; iflffiattng' depcndeiic^*i JWiaf >Mfe^- h«f Ulster;: 
was ordered td^tesn^etleVi^uftahd-A^ *She^ 

retired to'Eines^ wkH -ah ■ Wttfen*^^^ thfe; 

fJuit df'tvtrerity yeara fevourf ^actdifipahied %•' 
'yeri;w6'daughtc?f^; Soeiafas arid WEtofaea/eacfe^ 

S ... 

* Dion, I. Ixxviii. p. 1830. The abridgment of Xiphilin, tho' 
4 less particular, is in this plgce clearer than the original. * 
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Bassiamis^ for th^ Wfi3 the iift«ie at ther sMf jof V9f# 

v<Kai^i embrafCed jeiUjier f^^ 

perstitianr ^f^tniw^d to ^ei^se thm S^^^m yimik 

tcpops w9$t sli^n^ at. Em^ssk ; msii^m^us^iskij 
yie^e dkc^pJiife q{ M9/miw^}xBiA coii$tirained;theai( 

tj^^^plc of ^, S^n^ I>eb«il4 fwlth yc^il^kio *. . ^^ 
af|4,d!5^ght>the.ei8ganf;;,drees^afid c. 

young Pontiff:, th^y jecQgiiised, or U|^ ti>ou|;li^ . ; ' ; ' 
that they r^cQgiv^^ ^^ featwr^, fii G^:acallai^ : 

whofie piicmory t^ey ww adcMP^^; T|pe j^arjfiol V 1^ ,, 
Maesa saw and cfytfisitod fimv rising pSar^aljity, ^-^^l ^^f' 
and re^cjily sacrifiqiiig her 4^«ghJc<3 j4«jRUta^ .:• v: 

jtp the fortune of heir grandson^ 3he insin^^^ted.that 
Bassianus was |he natural son of their. noyard^red 
sovereign. The sums distribiitcd by ; her e^ia- 
saries with a lavish hand, silenced ev^ry objec:r 
lion, and the profusion sjiifficiently proved the, s 
affinity,, or at kast the resemblance, <^Bas5iaiiu$ 
with the great ordinal. The young Antoninus a. o. 2i«, 
(for he had aammcd and poHuted t^at respectable ^^ ^•^ 
name) was declai^ eipperor by the troapf.49f 
£mesa, asserted his hereditary right, aflidralfed 
aloud on the armies to follow the standard of .a 
young and liberal prince, who had taken up 

Q 3 . ^m 
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e B a' f. anM t^ rert^nge hisr &tb^'s deaih «ad^the i^: 
pttOlm ct the tbiJiti^ 

WMsf a cmupitascy «f ivdmeti and twittofaf 
was coDcened wiiii prudeaoe, 90A coefeducted 
witb rapid vigour^ Macmiiis, wlio^ liyadbem^e 
f]rH>tion, might have crtefaed hk jiiliint 'Aneoiy^ 
ioated betwetn iJle^'oppointe^iciMiiMfe'Of teBrw 
ahd secntitj/ which a^ce &X)ed hkn inactiife at 
i^tioeh. A spirit of it^Ulot)* ^B^is^ it»^ 
^r6ugfar all the camp^'^ttid gamsodd aS Sym, 
stieces^Te detathmen^ffit^dered ttoeif oflfeers f , 
iAd'jdiMd the party ef the tehdss fmd the uuxly 
fe^titution of militttry pfty^ajad privileges was. im- 
|iiiied to tht acknowledged weakness of Macri^ 
ttus, At fength he loarched out of Atrtioch, to 
meet the mcreasipg and xealons artny of the 
A.D.918, yonng pretender. His own troops seemed to 
9th jmm. ^^ ^jj^ ^^Y^ ^j^j^ faintne^s and rehictahce ; bnt^ 
\n the heat of the Wttle % the l^raetorkh guards, 
almost by an invoitltxtalry inipulse, asserted the 
^ . ; snperiority 

*.4ocortitn|:tQ/£Anipridtus«f<|iisi, Aogost. p. tSfl.^ Atekeofe* 

4erS«v«i:ttS. Uved twentvrnine ve^rs, thre^: mouthy, and seveA 

^Jays. As h« wak killed March 1©, SSa, h^ was botn Decembet 

It, JKM, alKl was caiue^ue^tly f bout' tbis (ioe ^Mrt^m yeata 

9ld, as his tlder cousin might be ^bpat seventeen. Thia compur 

.;. . " . . . . isjtton suits much better th6 history of the yotong prince^, tha|r 

* ' Ih^t of Ckrodlafii <1. v. p»l31») "^ho xepres^nty them 98 t^r«i| 
. .. ^^ .. ... ... 



years. younger ; whilst, by an opposite eiror of ' chronology, h^ 
l^ngthehs the reign of Bl^gabaius t^o y«trs l^yoiid its real d** 
fatiaii« For thi^ jMrticulacs of th« coitspua^y, s.ee pioxx,. k 
ixxviii^ p. ltS9^* Herodian. 1. v, p. 18^. 

' t By a most dangerous pr6c^iAdHoii of tbp pretended Afit(% 
luans^ every soldiet who htwfi^t jtk ^»:^Mcp*i head, ^iiecMf 
etitiUed to his private estate, as well as to liiis militajy commisV 
sion, ' ■ - f 

i Dion, 1^ Ixxviii. p. 18454 Herodian, I. t^ p. l$i^..jni^ 

kittle was fought near the villa|;e of Iipinae, about twa an<^ 
twenty miles £rom Antioch. - 
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nibel raift^ vv^te brbfeen ; whenb ^ienu^M^ «Mb ^« 
iii^ to i^^lteir «MteM dntstfd - 

tottm^. ^ Anttmhiuft "faiii^^ wko,4n lite i^ df 
ki^ iiBi^, m^^t Wc^ed jite » imn, in liMimpoMMif 
c«i«ite. df i& Ikie^jtpptbvad Jkimself a lieto, immMUid 
fail hme; and, an ihe ivfiitd iotf hist!arliled.tRMif!S( . 
chi^ga&lw^A lA^idllnd amoi:tg the^licknt^of dm. 

jj^atkins had been<:<)fitlhed %^leatid« c»res aeod^e. 
ftoft la^(»y*Gf AsiA, di^tefed the talmtnf W 
f^k and experic^ed generaL The totttle stitt 
raged w^h doubt&I Vi6tehce, mA DifeetiMB 
nrig^* li'ave obtained tbie victory, had lie itet te* 
tra)^ hfe own caus^ by a «haim*fiil tirid ^e^i^^ 
tate flight. His cowa«iice seiVcd only td jaaoi 
tract his jUfe a few- day$, ^nd to stamp deterved^ 
ignominy <m his misfortunes. It k 8ca»:ei7 in^* 
ceissary to add, that his ^on Di?^mi£aaam w» 
kivolvdd in the same fate. As so<m as the stab^ 
born ftaetotfens coifld b^ <?aBvincdd thw t*ef 
fbu^ IK;#*^ prince'Mib h&d hUsely 4edeattedtiieni| 
they ^iiHTeadered to the k>nqiiiexor ; dreccBAend^ 
lag parties of ^e Romatt atmy saingled teass of 
joy and tenderness^ united under the banners of 
tile JAn^in^d sbt^ of Cameallav and 'the Sobi BKh 
knowled^d with pleasore the ^tkt; tiikpsttit (^ , 
• Asiatic mratftiom-)'*^' --'T. ^ "* .? : ..wi n 

"t«'» >...,> -.iju' ?.y.i.ai ^'o™ 
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asa 9ttt moan AMWYiOar > 

Jrr^ «OMd l^y jm impostor ia l$]r^«||iridil«flk«^ 
wtLto mvdiiMielf pMMt«Ndftikg^^ 

iMwewn to rachiof ^ ^Mtfd <iaiitliTi»^g< 

far 80 shor^ mi i^rviil #a^^fi^f^^^^ 
woild deddedO tfte capitai'^iid| (l^^^rtt^te^^ 
more especiaUy those of i^-]&fl^'lv^^ 
mxh hopes and fea», i^gitalkd i^th(^ 
gtained ii^ith a iisfeless fSfnsim of ctvil 1J}Bdd;]micd 
ivhospieyer of tfiip riy^fc jpetf^ hi'Syi&, tntis^ 
jfcign over the em^re. ; Tife iqpfedbm lis«|et^ In 
which the ybun^ conqueror innovtocf^^ iit? Vfcf* 
lory to thi pbedicftt ^tMt.yttk^^ 
fessions K^. vittufe ai^d modetsy^oii; tf^^ 
examples ipf IVl^cus ai^d Au^ustus/he s^Q^\^%jr^t 
Consider ^ the great rule of hi$ adminisMtfdii ; 
and he affected to dwell with.pqde on h?^^^ 
ing rfseznblance of his owq gge ap(l fojtjines With 
those of Au^tus, who in the earlif^t yoiitK^ad 
revenged by a ?iucceissfv|l F*r the murde^ 9^T^ 
,: &ther^ By^di^pltiligfthe $^le pf INf arc^i^ i^^e^ 
^ lius j^tonimis/.9cm of Antoninus ^aii4 g^^nds9Q 
of Severos, he tacitly asserted his hereditary claini 
^ to the empire ; but, by assuming the tribunitian 

and proconsidar^ powers be&re tb«y had been 
, (}fSi£^^^i^ of the senate^ lie 

tffferi^dthe TMs 

new an^ injudicious vipl^ion of the constitution 

was 
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las %naa<i»iirtij»s^,«K> ih? ^0»t4N9im(/9C>1m ^^ 
im !T««MXKaiidt jd«^Sl^;t^ t]«e«as|^^ 

i«ciX)US,sol5iT& ap^d br^4et;s,\5r6re adorned wth 

wejPC ting^ . with IblWt. ^nd his c^ieelcs jpainted . 
with.sn artificial, led aud wn^tef. , The 3grave 
Senators .confessed with a, sigh, tKati* after Having 
long expenenced the stern tyranny ot Jheir own 
(9P\:^itrymen, Rom Be- 

neath' the effeminate luxury bif (mental "^es- 

potispi. ^ ^ r r . . . . " . 

^ ^'^he^u^- Wwbrsh^^ ^^.^^^^ 

iiain^^bf j^gap^^Mu^^ ••^* 

. t Dion^lxxix. p. 1368. Her9dian, 1, v. p. 189. 

^ *? T«ls name Is tlei^lved*tfy tKfe'learritd ftoirt tiSb'^Syniic-'iiiwdJi;? 
iS//^ ^ God, an4 ^^^ to Jbrrn^:^ tM ^nnittg^ orgastic <^d^ a^ 
proper, and even hapA' epithet fcr th^ Sun. Wot'tori^s Histor^^ 
6fHd*ie,.pu.878. .'.•:•. :. 'Jl: "< ^ :\ .. st: : 
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e rf AT. biMk conieal stone, which/ 6s it i/^at^iffiiveSHkB^ 
iri. belkved, had fiiEen from heaip«n cm 'tfiat sscred : . 
place; To tiua protecting deitj^ Aniomsiiit, net : 
wkhoctt some reason, asctihed l^.eleVaitiMittylhe .; 
Attme. TTie diapiaf of» iiipewtiitom :gM|lNle, . 
was the only aerious busing jof his ttigft^^ Thia : 
triumph ^f tiie god t>f £me$a oyer tXLtiu^ rett^^ 
ftcro iK the earth, was the great object ^ tali 
tqsi and canity: and the appe&ttiont^Elagabii* 
hs ' (for he presnmed as pontiff and favourite to 
adn{M; that sacred name) was d^ailer to him than 
all thfe titles of Imperial greatness, iif a sdepm 
prece9sion tfatovigh the streets of Rome, the way 
W8S sti^ewed n^Ui gold dust i the black itone set 
in pre^iousgems, was placed on a chari;Ot ditiwn 
by six milk white borses richly caparisoned. The 
pious empercNT held the reins, and, supported by 
his ministers moved slowly backwards, that he 
might perpetually epjoy the felicity of the divine 
presence. In a magnificent temple raised oif .the 
Palatine Mount, the sacrifices of the god Elaga- 
balus were celebrated with every circumstance 
of cost and solemnity^ The richest wines, the most, 
extraordinary victims, and the rarest aronfiatics, 
wezci profusely consumed on bis altar, Around 
tbe^allar a chorus gf Syrian damsels performed 
their lascivious dances to the soimd of barbarian 
music, whilst the gravest personages of the stat^ 
and army, clothed in long Phoenician tunics, of.; 
ficiated i^ the 4neanest functions wi^ a&cled 
«al and secret indignation ^. r 

r::-:;r ::;,:: :.■ .. ■. . . " ^ 1^ 

•f.^ii ril;! >c:j ■:'<:.. lii -•. .. , • .V..V. r ,:> • ,: • to .-: ^ti: 

* Herodiant L v. p. 190.. • .>.^. ; • ^ ♦.?# 
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tot«ctt6tt the Aiicilia, die KaUttditim'*^ and aQ *-Hr— ^ 
ibe'taictdt pledgee t^ the fkiiJi MP ^Imna; A 
Ctt)Wd 'OTtiiferioir deities attended' In vaiiotis iita* 
tiow the ihajesty <?jf the god of Emm J; bm hSi 
eoutt was stai^httpietfect, till a fettiafe xJf dfetb- 
gmshed rthk'S^^ admitted to his W/ *1^al!aS 
had- been iilisft eh^feeti for feisconsott j h^te'k * 
wai Afeadfed lest Her ij^riiketeirots wight aftfigte 
the soft defieacy of a Syrian 'deSty, the Moon^ 
adbted hf the Afriean* tftder the riatne of Aitiite 
was^ deemed a tnoi?e suitabfe tn&mpatiiott fet the . 
Stm. Heir itnag'e; ^ith the tith osflfkings of her 
tettipfe afc a- ftiarriagfe pottioti,' ^as tmnsjKWtcd 
Wi A solemn portip* from Carthage to Rotne, tnid . 
the day of thesfe' wystic 'nnptials^ was a getietai 
festival in the capital and thronghont the em- 
pire f, '^ 
' A l^tional voIiTpttiary ^Hi*res vMi inxrariabte hm profile 
tespect to the tfemptetate dictates tf trntate, and S^JlJfte 
hhproves the gmtifitaiibm of sewse, by $ociai in- "w^* 
tercfourse, endeaiiAig connections, and the soft 
colouring of taste and the imagimtion. But Eh^ 
|abalu5, (1 speafe of 'the empetw of that name,) 

corrupted 

- ^ fie Jbroke idto the c^nceaary^f Vesu^ aiul cmMkmr^ n 

stUtt^. wbicb 1^ si9i|^po§ed.to be U»e Palladium i but th^ veetab 
boasted, that, by a pious fraudt ^h«y ha4 uiifosed a c^mAeffetl 
usage on the prmne iatmder* Hist. August, p. 108. 

i DioflL. h Ixxix. p. 1300* iterfKtian) i..v..p» 14)8. T]ie.«ii^ 

|ects of the empire w^re obliged to make liberal presents to the 
new-married couple; and ^vhatever they had proUused dunan 
the life «f Blagabalus, was carefully e^fivcted under the adniinis^ 
Illation of Mamsea^ > .» . . * 
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' f»-^ '. fjA wm^vftiaed fui7K.a«4jS09P found {^isj^ 

i ofl i iW i n iitp r y BgWfy». of^^atf ,Ty<J??..«Ma "Wfwd ;% 
bis aid« tbC' cod&hwI jbuUiUuIc' of .women. o£ 

these Kiences^ the oviy tom^ QV^^f^ftd^mi pa^ 
t|ptii(wd .4)]^ tfa^iPQiiMel^ ti :^i!gii$di%Q^ hi9, wga» 

^ A: i^itnak)^ piodi^galitjyj si^ii^ the, wwt fi£ 

"". /tii^iiMdjeliqg^ttee^ jmd whiUstf£lagal»liis )^ 

Yvibfidcttw^yr^tiiifiitke^^ m the 

w^Mett>caj>ww^iiBgi' hud own: voice and that of 

hk lattefem;iqi9ki]dbd a:st»intfBQ4 itia^uficeqce 

uakfiO'iJ|iiaM{6^4lio^.|;^^ hU predecessors. 

Tb cuftuad liid oidei? cf so^som and climates f, ' 

. to 4p(k€ i;^ ' die^ {]#«$<>&$ a^d prejudices of his 

sut^ct^ilg^ ibd^ilftyert evety Ikw of nature and 

decf^iv^l^^ i^el^ m^^^ of his most deli- 

piows afiu^eme^tSi ' A long train of (:oncubines/^ 

^nd^a rapid succession of wives, among whon^ 

)vas a vestal virgin, ravished py force frqrn her 

^ - : :. .v • sacred 

* Hie inVentioA '6t a new ^uc6 was fiber^Hy rewar4e<}» ^ut 
If It was liot TeKshtfcli "die inventor wais confined to eat of no« 
thing ietoe, ti!l ke had discotirered another more agreeable to die 
loip^Fialfakte;' Hist. August, p. 111. 

t He Mvtr would cat sea»ilsh except at a great di^nce from 
Aeaea; he then winild distribote vast ^usmt^tes of the i^rest 
sorts, brought at an immense expence, to the peasants^ of the in* 
]tuid country* Hist. Au|^. p« 100. 
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sacred asyltim*, were insuffiiijleiit' tii 'sadtfy fliBf cVa p^, 
impotence of his pa^bns. "finr rii&ttbr 6f the "^i 
Romati world affetrf 'to "^ copy ^ffii^^^^^ arid ^ ' ^'^^ 

manners of l3ie femtde sex^ pt^htA Hh&'&iM 
m the sceptre, afid dkhdn6ui«»ttKe'pHfiH^'£gv 
niiiefs df the emf^re'hy 'ifisiiflMitih^ t3^^b% 
his ttmneroiis loTm; o^ 6f wSfeitt wk^^^itiWcij^ 
invested With th^^ti^e ftnd^iaiMteMtf df IMi^etn- 
pennr's^ ^ ar h^ ^aM^^fe^ly^^^^ 
bf^the (cimpmss^s hiisbaiid^^ -' ^ ,ue-/ri .^ :; - 
; It may se€m pfahab!e^^t)Mi^Jiidtt$^in4^^ 
Elagab^us have >bfefeR:rad«ii^ ^ -ftti^^atia^^^^ 
hkckened by 'piejudice $i : ^^y^owAnin^mxr^^^^ 
selves to the' puiilid «cciw& di|K^3»i^lWafti€ ^^^ tynutT^ 
Roman pw^^^drztt^^ 

tempotia^ hbtoraain^^hBilt iaBxp§aastUediii6id3r^ 
surpasses that of anyiiothef JB^txi^^Msayu' f b^t 
licence of an eai^eite imMidEi! i^:1iecindfli^.ftomr 
th<? ^ye of Cttrio^tji vhy iiJic^ lEMK:<3cfeB3di» "A^ ^: 
his serag^o. Tfc^|j^ftti5»e«[$^f4ijnai»4a»^ 
lantry have ifijteoduQi?d a m6«^ (ilf\f»^^ 
a regard for decencyi an4 a respect fqrf)ie|8|j>U4;b 
opinion, into the luod^m jcourts of ]|wcfpe^ h^j 

T\ ' ■■ - : .. .: hir :? ":. l , ..■.■., > :^-:. : • i' r.^- - 

^ Dbn, 1. Ixxix. p. 1858^ Herodian, 1. T. p. 199. 

t Hierocles enjoyed that honour; hut he would have Wn . 
supplanted by one Zotieus,. ^^ A^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ W^^ 
to eneiTvate the. powers iff his riyaJJ who beiiig; ipi?^ 4in,triial,.u5j- 
equ^l tp his reputatioja, ly^ .driven ;^ith if^oi^iiijjf ftom.^^^^ 
lace. Dion, I. Ixxix. jj. 1^^^,^ 1^. . ^ daiu»t8\Ta^,qi^e.|^i^ , , 
feet of the city, a charioteer prsfect of tHe watch, a Da*rSer prse^ 
Ye<H»^tkeiiK«!visioii$.- f£ha9&tkv6t'imdstaKfw6iAwwyii^^ 
riar offica>a^t<ere all xacommevLdM^emt k i ^ taememiiann/L ;Hiatfritt.« 
Aagfist4:iJt^;lQ5*. ,.'..;'•• -»*: ,oc«r;:«'. •^..' . ■'•■,..?, a:' ,?tr. "?*; 5*1^: n<yid -,2110% 

t Even the credulous oompa&r bf^tt lfe,-#the^ii^^ 
history, (p. Ul.) ig inclined to suspect that his vice* may hav* 
been exaggerated, n 
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•3$ •THE mCLim AND tALh - 

c H X F. tiife cdritipt and c^ik^nt nobki of Rome ^ifiid 
▼I. cVery ticc thut could be collected frenai tife 
• mighty confiox of antkms and fnanncisJ^ Secmir 
of impoiiitt* €^tik$s <^ €eilWTe« tbey tived wi^i* 
OQS lestrairit m the patmt and humbte soeiely ^ 
tbdr daves and parftsitc^. The ^mperor^ in hi9 
t!ini» vten^ng ev^ry rank of his subjects i4^ the 
same cbntempluous tndt&renee^ dfisierted^i^thput 
control hit aovereign prtvikge of hm and Imnii^. 
j>i^on. The most worthless of manUnd we mt afefid 
^i^«f ike ^ condemn in otshett the ^ame disoBdera.wfcfcch 
they alkrvr in themselines ; and can Teadily daSr 
cover seme nice difierelice of age, chan^ctinr,. or 
stiitiim, to justify the, partial di^incliofi. The :£- 
^centiotts soldiers^ Ivhe^ad Tailed ta the throng 
the dissolute soot of GaiacaUa^ Uwhed at their 
ignomhOMB choice^ and turned with disgii^ fnte 
tharmonsibes, to oiastaemplate with ptleasure the 
of^ening :viitues of Im cousin Alexander the; $m 
of Mainsea. The ctafiy Mscsa^ sensible tMx her 
gfMdKm Elagafaalus must iiteTitably destipy him« 
self by his own vicrs^ had provided anothi^ and 
surer support of ha: family. Embracing ^ f^r 
: Vl)urable moment of fondness and devotion, she 
Akawjer had persuaded the young emperor to adopt Alex- 
^^^ ander, and to invest him with the title of C^esgr, 
aTd'Wi. ^^^ ^ ^^^ divine occupations might be no 
longer interrupted by the care of the earth. In 
the second rank that amiable prince soon acqui- 
red the affections of the public, and excited the 
tyrant's jealousy, who resolved to terminate the 
dangerous competition, either by corrupting the 
mamvers^ or by taking awajf the life, of his ri1?aL 

Hi* 
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I^jurts ,pfOT«d umv^ceislulgr i^ vain d^ipi$ ckap, 
Iffere^iQtstaQtJiy diK^ovei^ by Ijos own loqusMci^ ^i* 
cms fi^Uy , ao4 disappomted lny those virtupus a&d .' ^ 
^(hfvl «((rvan|s whom the pnidcoce of Mams^ 
ha4 pl»£^. ahont this pei^on of her son. In a 
faasty aa% €J*p9flsion, £}agaba}u$ ri^tolyed to exe- 
(OtH^fb J ifsr^e what he had been msiahle to compass* 
by &aviid^ and by a despotic seaience degraded 
Ittsxoimii ffotn'the rank and honours of Caesar. 
The iinessage was received in the scsnate with 
silence, and in tte canlp with fuiry. ThePrae- 
^ tdrtan gnard $WGPt to protect Alexander^ and to 
revenge the dishonoured majesty <if die throne. 
The tears and promises of the trembling Elaga* 
bahiSy who only begged them to spare bis life, 
and to leave him in the possession of his beloved 
liierbcies, diverted their just indi^oatton ; and 
they contented themselves witfi empowering their 
praefects to watch over the safety of Alexander, 
and the cbnduct of the emperor *• ' 

It was impossible that such a reconciliation seditiopHrf' 
should last, or that even the mean soul of Elaga- ^^J^^** 
balus C6uld hold an empire on such humiliating ^^ Eji^ba. 
terms of dependence. He soon attempted by a >««. 
dangerous experiment, to try the temper of the Matth le. 
soldiers. The report of the death of Alexander, 
and the Hiatural suspicion that he had been wmx^^ , 
dered, inflamed their passions into fury, and the 
tempest of the camp could only be a^i^eased by 

the 

* Dion, I. iitxix. p. 1365. Herodian, i: V. p. 193-^801. Hist. 
^ August, p. 105. The last o( the three bbtoriaiis seems Xq h^rt 
' ibiloinred the best authors^n bis account of the revoiutioti.. 
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246 tH£ DECLD^E AMJD FALt 

CHAP, the presence and authontjoftike popular j^kttfi. 

VI. Provdked at thi^ new instance of their affectilni 

^ " v > for his cousin, and their conteltipt finrhk peiscMi, 

_ the emperor Ventured to punish soni« of the 

leaders of the mutiny. Hk tuteeasonahhi scrt^ 

rity proved instantly fatal to his minions^ hb 

mother, and himself. Elagahalus was massacred 

hy the indignant Praetorians, his mutilated corpse 

^gged through the streets of the city* and 

thrown into the Tyber. His memory was brandy 

ed with eternal infamy by tiie senate ; the justicci 

of whose decree has been ratified by pos^rity *i 

^sctt»Mm In the room of Elagabalus, his cousin 4Icxan- 

dersevtt- dcr was raised to the throne by the Praetorian 

^•» guards. His relation to the family of ^verus, 

whose name he assumed, was the same as that of 

his predecessor ; his virtue and his danger had 

-already endeared, him to the Romans, and the 

eager liberality of the^ senate conferred upon him 

in one day, the various titles and powers of the 

> Imperial 

* The aera of the death of Elagabalus and of the accession of 
Alexander, has employed the learning and ingennitv of Pagi, 
.Tillemont, Valseccht, Vignoli, and.Torri bishop of Adria. The 
question is most assuredly intricate ; but I stiU adhere to the au- 
uiority of Dion ; the truth of whose caleulations is undSeniahley 
and the purity of whose text is justified by the agreement of 
Xiphiiin, Zonares, and Cedienus. Elagabalss reused three yearf, 
nine months, and four days, from his victory over Macrihtts, ana 
was killed March 10, 333. But what shall we reply to die me- 
dals, undoubtedly genuine, which reckon the fifth year of his 
tribunitian power ? We shall reply with the learned Talsecchi, 
that the usurpation of Macrinus was annihilat^, and that the son 
of Caracalla dated his reign from his father's death. After resol- 
ving this great-difficulty, the smaller knots of this question may 
be easily untied, or cut asunder. 
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:g^^ jbkA]^ ?»ft»IftE. t4i 

fc^igj^igljjC^ ?^ Alexander wa$ a CHAP, 

fl^^a^^u^^ years vi. 

jj§j^ ;^ej^gs.o£gQW 'r. ' '' ' 

..^^^o^jKomeia^^^^ and of 

J^^S'^^-jg^ After the death of the 

^ter^ ^jhofjuryived butu sliort time the elevation 
Qf ^^n(|er, jj4aa^ the sole regent 

of her §^n 8^ / ' 

''In every, age and country, the wiser, or at least Power of 
t^ §trQxager,.ofythe two sexes^ has usurped the Jjj^tr^ 
powersjj^jf thg s^fcci and cQnfined the other to 
the carf 8. and; pleasures oi. domestic life. In, he- 
reditaiy ^noAarcWeSx however, and especially in 
those of modorn Eui[ope^ the ga,^a^t spirit of 
chivalry; an4. the laW;of :successipn, have accus- 
toma^ ^ us, to alljW ,a singular exception ; and a 
^iWMnai^Ji^oftf^ ^knowledged the absolute sove- 
reign of a great kingdom, in which she would be 
deemed incapable of exercising the smallest enj- 
^oyisieuj,.; civi^.or miUtary^. But as the Roman 
^netperors were still considered as the generals 
and magistrates of the republic, their wives and 
mother^ ^ailtitiough distinguished by the- name of 
Augfeta; ,V«^i*e h^^ to their personal 

honours.; juid: a. female xeign would have appear- 
ed' ah1h^|'pf,^Bl^^t^^^^ of those primi^ 
tive RcJlmaR^f who oiarried 
Vithou]f ,3/dlii;&'^y .and,.fesi)ectf. ' The haughty 
- - Vofi^^^; ^- ■ - /' • ;- - R ,> ; Agrippma 



f f ^ t: ',.. ).. 



*,Hist.. Augqst. ^i 114m By. this unusual precipitation, the 
seiwtf^Bw^^ U>,^^o§%^the hape? of pre^eiwiei^j aud preyehi 
the factions 'of the armies. ........ .,,..^ \j ^. 

f Metellus Numidicus, the censor^ acklabwle^gejd to the*^ Roman 
people in a public oration, that had kind nature allowed us ta 

exist 
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HI -jp P^qj^ ANJ? JFAW^ 

ti. Qf the epapiirc, which she ^^d Cpi^TfiiM^,^^ 
^:\z:!^ 80^ ; but ^er mad ajoab^tion,' ^^te^tea bj: ^^Yf i^ 
\, citiwn who f?U for %H 4iffWfX 9f ]^«»^ )?w»,^^ 
appointe4 t^y ^^^ ^V^ finni^^ss oC'§^^ 
. Burrhus *. The good »en»e oj ^|^?;ii\4i%f!^ 
of succeeding princes, restrained, i)ktix ixorxx, oj^ 
fending the prejudices of their iubjectej aad i% 
was reserved for the proflig^e Jljiagabftlus, to 
discharge the acts of the s.enat^, with the i^am? 
of his mother Soa?mias» who was placed bj thu^ 
^ide of the consulsy and subscribed, as a i^^gvda^ 
mdnber, th? degrees, of the legislative assembly. 
Her more prudent sister, Mama^, d^clf^ed tho 
useless and odipus prerogative, and a splemn Ia:w 
was enacted, excluding women for ever from the 
^ senate, and devoting to the inft^na^ gods, thQ 
head of the wretch by whpnvthi? sanction should 
be violated f . The substance, not the pageantr}^ 
of power was the object of lV(Iama?a's, manly a.m- 
bition. She maintained an absolute and lasting 
empire over thp mind of h^r spn, and in his af- 
fection the mother could not brook a rival. 
Alexander with her consent, married the daughter 
of a Patrician ; but his respect for his father* 
in-law, and love for the empress, w^v^ incon- 
sistent with the tenderness or interest of M^una^ai. 
The Patrician wajs executed on the ready accu- 
sation 

I* 

exist without the help of women, we should, be delivered firtun a 
very trpublesoaie companioa ; and he could recommetid matri* 
juonj, only as the sacriAce of private pleasure to public dn3^y« 
Aulus Gellltts, i. 6. 

* Tacit. AnnaL xiii. 5. t Hist. August, p. 103. lOf. 
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»dttBa#*fei^^^^ ahd tHef wife of Aiexariaer drivcitt* c H 4 !», 
with ignominy from the palace, and banished* into vi. 



] Ni^S^lt^aliding tfii^ act of jealous craelty, as wi*aiia' 
^ff as soth(S instiances of avarifce, with which •dn^oi,^ 
^feiii^a iir- chargfed-; the gerteraV tenor of her 
administration was* equally for the benefit of hfer 
son ^tnd of the empiric. With the approbation' of 
the senate- she* chose si3iteen of the w'isest ahd^ 
n^jost virtuous senators; a§ a pefrpctual council of 
sMe; before whoni^evety public busiiie^ of mo^' 
mient^ was- debited arid' determined; The cele- 
brated XJlpltoj efqually dlstihguished by his know- 
ledge of ^ and his respect fbf, the laws of RjMtie; 
was- at their head; and the prudent firmness of 
this^ aristocracy restored ord^^ and authority to 
the government. As sooti^ as they had purged 
the city from foreigti superstition and luxury, the 
remains of the capriciotistyrariny of Elagabalus, 
they applied'themselves to reitiove bis -worthless 
citaturfes fttnn ey^ty department of pubHcadmi- 
nistrationf and" t;6' supply their jJlaces with men 
of virtue and ability. Learning; and* the love of 
jtis0ce, became the only recommendations fot- 
civil >offices. Valour, and the lovie of disciphne, 
V.% the' 



* Dioni 1. Ixxx. p, 1869. Herodian, 1. vi,p* fKMS. Hist. An* 
gust. p. 131. H^rodian represents the Patncians as innocent. 
The Augustan History, on the authority of Dexippus, con- 
demns him, as guilty of a con^iracy against the life of Alex- 
ander, It is impossible to pronounce between them : bat Dion 
is an irreproachai^ witness of the jealousy and cruelty of Ma« 
msea toward the young empress, ^6f e hard fate Alexander !«« 
ui^nt^^ but durst not oppose. 
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244 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the only qualifications for military employ- 
ments *. 

But the most important care of Mamaea and her 
^"^tt- wise counsellors, was to form the character of 
SfiUwB^ the young emperor, on whose personal qualities 
der. the happiness or misery of the Roman world 

must ultimately depend. The fortunate; soil as- 
sisted, and even prevented^ the hand of cultiva* 
tion. An excellent understanding soon con- 
vinced Alexander of the advantage's of virtue, 
the pleasure of knowledge, and the iiecessity of 
labour. A natural mildness and moderation^ of 
temper preserved him from the assaults of pas- 
sion and the allurements of vice. His un^ter- 
able regard for his mother, and his esteem fpr the 
wise Ulpian, guarded his unexperienced youth 
from the poison of flattery. 
Journal of The Simple journal of his ordinary occupations 
natyiife. exhibits a pleasing picture, of an accomplished 
emperor f , and with some allowance for the dif- 
ference. of manners, might well deserve the imi- 
^ tation of modern, princes. Alexander rose early ; 
the first moments of the day were consecrated to 
private devotion, and his domestic chapel was 
filled with the images of those heroes, who, by 
improving or reforming human life, had deserved 

the 

* Herodian, 1. vL p. 203. Hist. August, p. llfl(. The latter 
insinuates, that when any |aw was to be passed, the council as- 
s\steA by a number of able lawyers and experienced senators, 
whose^ opinions were separatejy given, an^ taken down in writ- 
. %• -. ' . 

- • t See his life in the Augustan History. The undistinguish- 
ing compiler has buried these interesting anecdotes under a load 
of trivial and unmeaning circumstances. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 245 

the grateful reference of posterity. Biit, as he c h a k 
deemed the service of mankind the most accept- vi. 
able worship of the gods; the greatest part of his ^ -' 
morning hours was employed in his council, 
where he discussed public affairs, and determin- 
ed private causes, with a patience. and discretion 
above his years. The dryness of business was 
relieved by the charms of literature ; and a por- 
tion of time was always set apart for his favourite , 
studies of poetry, history, and philosophy. The 
works of Virgil and Horace, the republics of ' 
Plato and Cicero, formed his taste, enlarged his 
understanding, and gave him the noblest ideas 
of man and government. The exercises of the 
body succeeded tp those of the mind ; arid Alex- 
ander, who was tall, active, and robust, sur- 
passed most of his equals in the gymnastic arts. 
Refreshed by the use of the bath and a slight din- 
ner, he resumed, with new vigour, the business 
of the day ; . and, till the hour of supper, the 
principal meal of the Romans, he was attended 
by his secretaries, with whom he read and an- 
swered the multitude of letters, memorials, and 
petitions, that must have been addressed to the 
master of the greatest part of the world. His 
table was served with the most frugal simplicity; 
and whenever, he was at liberty to consult his 
own inclination, the company consisted of a few 
select friends, men of learning and yirtue, a- 
mongst whom Ulpian was constantly invited. 
Their conversation was familiar and instructive ; 
and the pauses were occasionally enlivened by . . 
the recital of some pleasing composition, which 

R 3 supplied ' 
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VI. even g^»amm,9o &iQ(ffmljjmmmf^ ^^f^mi 

1^ of the lich 8|i41uiiustMftS^i9Wi^ 

<»f Alexander wm pi»in m4 i«a^i ^^i^tf/msi^ 

|)i^l}f^ WHS opepliP.ajUl l«S;a^j«[^i|^J»»if Jbc !n(v^ 
of 9 crier wa$ heai^^^vi^ tii(^iiWillian«^;^^ 

^' nope esiter tbose iidy mi^ tmkt^s he is qm^ 

SiU^ au uitiform teooiir ;t^ li&^ ivhichrlaft >iiaft 

tf^'thT* * miwi^t Jor vice m folly, he better ygmAxi. 

^^ ithe (^^iadom aivi juafcice of Ale^^mder'^ pxxtiu^ 

"^"X/o. ilieJ3t« t^MW sH the triflis^ .^jtdb fnwenriedifi 

•^*-^w» the cpmpil^tiott ^ Laaiptidius- Since Ac ac* 

cK^aiop oC (^ttunodus, i:fae iPLximan wdM hfd bx^ 

perieneed, during a term of foity je^rs^ the 

successive alul ^^irious vices jof i^Kir lyrante. 

FxQuaL the dc^ pf Elagabalus, k eaj(^ed aa 

auspicioujs calm o£ thirteen yeiM. Xh^ pre^ 

vincesy ^rdieved fy&m the <^pre8siv« taxes Jn« 

^ veoted by Caraealla aiid his pretended son^ fiou^ 

rished in peace and prosperity, under the adini^ 

nistnUiod of magistrates,^ who w^re conviiu^d 1^: 

experience, that to deserve the love of the s»h* 

jects, was their best and only nciethod of obtain*^' 

itkg the favour of their sovereign. WhSe some; 

gentle restraints were imposed on the innocent 

luxury of the Roman people, the price of pite- 

visions, and the interest of money, were redti^d,^ 



' * See the 13th Satire of JuvenaL 
f Histi August, p. ild. 
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Ttef>*|^it3'r th^ fi«ta^iiii l^^ ft«tliWii«y of th*' 
iftigiw: a{»|)RMkfch the p^6tt df *li« ftittpittir, i#itft^ 

The tittHfe of AtfteiiMtiB, ^Mdbkd % the *ir^ :^^ 
rttts df yius and Rfettrtis, had bttn eoxftfftulli- nw*^ 
eiitfed by $id</^tictfi to th« diittikilif Vfe«u», «iid by ^*^'"' 
itewait'to tlife^jtiid GoftiMio^ua. It becfiHfihe the < * 
hMK)ifMble appeilatiori of" the ^n^ df Sef^rite,' 
l^as bc^ioweid on ybung- iHsidtimetfittniM^ a^ ^ 
l^glM ^slttuted td the ii^my 6f ty hi^ f tf^se 
of £firiissta. j^ex^idctf^ tbeu^.^rfii^^d by thc^ 
stiKtkd; aiid pei^hftfTs sinddre kxi^orfiinity df XM 
sfeiiate^ itebly refused the b6ttOW6d^ Instil Of r 
name : whilst in his whole conduct he kbdfir^ 
10 re&toi:e the gfloiie» ^nd felicity ^t%ie dge cf tht^ 
genuiaeAfitottincs*. »*««« 

In tbe civil adtiailiistttitktt of Alesnaudet, wis^ taifbn^^ 
doift )i^as enforced by jwWer, aad the people; **^ *"^' 
senaible of the pirbHc ftKcity, repaid their bene-: 
fector with their love and gratitude. Th6te stiB 
remaiaeda grieater, a more necessary, but a \ti6t€ 
difltctdc enterprise ; the reformation of the mili-^ 
taty order, whose interest and temper, confinh^d ' 

R4 by 

* Sfe >n tlie Hist . August/ p. 1 16^ 1 1 f , t&* wipk ^tiim he^ 
tmeen Alexander and the senate, extracted from the journals of 
that assembly. It happened on the sixth of March, probably of 
the year 233, vhen the Romans had enjoyed, almost a twelve- 
month, the blessings of his reign. Before the appellation of An. 
toninus was offered him as a title of honour, thesenate waited to 
see whether Alexander would not assume it as a family name» 
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c H A ^. by long impiiftityi rendered them^iiapatieQat tof 
VI. the restraints of dacipiiHe, aiid«edrole8s ofi tiie 

*— >' — blessings of public tmncjoiility^ *;sXn ih^exscutiim 
of his design th^ emperor aSbcttsd^toodieiplflor.liis 
love, and to conceal his f^ar, of theatwy. The. 
most rigid oecon^niy in «very* otbct. branch of 
the administration, supplied a fund c^ goldan^ 
silvipr for the oMinary pe^^ ^nd the extraoidtnoiy 
rewards of the troops. la their n^rches he xe^ 
laxed the severe obligation of carrying .seventeen 
days' provision on their should^i^. AssipiiQ m^-. 
gazines were formed alotig the pubhc roads, and 
as sooa as they entered the enemy's <:ountry» a 
numerous train of mules and camels waited, oq 
their haughty laziness. ^ As Alexander df spaire4 
of correcting the luxury of his soldier, he at- 
tempted at least to direct it to objects of martial 
pomp and ornament, fine horses, splendid armour, 
and shield enriched with silver and gold. He 
shared whatever fatigues he was obliged to im- 
pose, visited in person the sick .^n4 wounded, 
preserved an exact register of their services and 
his own" gratitude, and expressed on every occa- 
sion, the warmest regard for a body of pien, 
whose welfare, as he affected to declare, was 
60 closely connected with that of the state*. 
By the most gentle arts he laboured to. inspire 
the fierce multitude with a sense of duty, and to 
restore at least a faint image of that discipline to 
which the Romany owed their empire over so 

many- 

*' It WQS z favourite saying of the emperor's, Se milites magis 
sen/s^e, quam seipsuin ; quod salus publica in his esset. Histf 
August, p. ISO. 
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wa«32:js*l»pfiWl^ftns„^ 3^ikejto(i,mp^e..power^. chap* 
:M ttean. them^ekfifc jBwt jhi$.pmdei?ige wgs vain, Y i* 
ihi&.coiij?»gfiifatal, andt<b^ aj:f;e9ipt^^^^ aire- '^ V 

Jormat^eOisere&d oniy to< is^jme tbi^ .ills it w^$ 
jiiQant^Oi>CUr^; • > .; . . , ; \ ,. 

u' iTiif Praeitoriai^^ yecc. attached to the ^^jJJ"*^ 

youth .of JVloiwlder*, , .Tlfpy loved him as a ten- Pr»to«aii 
dei: ipupU/ whom they Wlsa^iV^d from a tyrant's S^^lf 
fury,.ani4pkeedQnitfeeIraf^rial throiie. ^'tbat ^*pi»«^ 
aiaiable poriiice w^^ s^n^sibjfi.iaf the obligation j 
but as.Jpis gratitvid^; =w^^ jcestraiwd within the 
limits of reasion, .an^^ just^ipe, fhey . soon were more 
dissatisfied wUh. the virtues of . Al^xandeii , than 
they Jxad ever been with the vices of El^gabalus. 
Their praefeqt, the w,ise IJlpian, was the friend of 
the Ikws arid of the people j. he was consi- 
dered ^ the enemy of the soldiery, ^d to his 
pernicious counsels every scheme of reformatipn 
was imputed. Some trifling accident blew up 
their discontent into furious mutiny; and a 
civil war raged, duripg three days; in Rome, 
.whilst the life of that excellent minister w^ de- 
fended by the grateful people. Terrified at 
length, by the sight of som.e houses in flames, 
and by the threats of a general conflagration, the 
people yielded with a sigh, and. left the virtuous 
i)ut unfortunate Ulpian to his fate. He was 
pursued into the Imperial palace, and massacred 
at the feet of his master, who vainly strove to 
cover him with the purple, and to obtain his 
pardon from the inexorable soldiers. Such was 
the deplorable weakness of government, that the 
emperor was unable to revenge his murdered 

friend 
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ISO wjimcmmmm'i^iasip 

CKAy.^fiJMd a&a itlioltcd 4igniv^, riii^^ 

ru to the Arts of pMtenct and dis«feai«a^^P ^£j^' 
ga^Qs^ tlie f^iiw^al leftdef c^i^ mMb^^^ci^ai 

' toent of iMraefect of Egypt ; from tliift hif^ m& 
ht wfitt gently degraded to tlttj govcffliriWit ^fiif ' 
Ck«te ; add when, at leiigth, his pdJitSfttitf 
irtiong thie guards was efitecd by titfie «id^*i 
sence, Alexander Tentured tbififlkt the tat^, 
btttdcfieryedptoi^hmeittof his critti^s*. tJhdi* 
the i^ign of a jost and virtuous pritice, the'tyrWI'* 
. ny of the arttiy threatened with instant deMli hi* 
ftiosi ftithnjl ihinisters, "Who were suspected of Bitt 
hitention to cdrrcct their intoktabk disordetsl 
Danget or '^^ liistortaii Dicfti Cassius had dommaiided the 
xxm Cm- Pannoniau legioxis with the spirit of ancient dis- 
cipKne. Their brethren of Rome, embracing 
th* common cause of militat'y licence, demanded 
the head of the reformer* Alexander, hoWeter, 
i^tead of yielding to their seditious clamours, 
shewed a just sense of his merit and services, by 
appointing him his colleague in the consvflshrp, 
and defraying from his own treasury the expence 
of that vain dignity ; but as it was justly appre- 
»hended, that if the soldiers beheld him with the 
ensigns of his office, they would revenge the in- 
sult in his blood, ,the nominal first magistrate of 
the state retired, by the emperor's advice, from 

♦-Thoti^tlif author of the life of Alexander (ttist. August* 
p. 189*) mentiona the sedition raised agatikst Ulpian by the sol^ 
diers, he concjeals. the catastrophe, as it might discover a weak- 
ness in the administration of his hero. From, this designed, 
omiasiofty we may judge of the weight and candour of that author. 
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^i^iz9»A^09i^ IM ^jSbatMt part 4^ jw ixnii- Iq y a is.. 
«^6&^^ jt^^ lf«!kns ii9Mt«t«d»he of the w- 

^«W« pf fj^e$«»Uy Wofc© W*i Wb O&Qtn warn, 
]^%j^^ti»cri&^i to tl^e fiercf 4iK0]»t«i«s i^ 



b^ j^f^^, ai6 it iUpiiUui^ tjie umoMT9 ^ the ^J^ 
43f9Qp»;9^ ci^i^ i» iC^Hful^r MKtt^Wf P^ their 
r^^ur»t(^ji$ei3!e«ofd^t:y 41^ Whilst 

tli^.eiBi^^?? % ^t Antiwb, in hi* F^w^n fx* 
P^ditifflit the particyjgrp pf wb^^b W« f haU hei^ 
dA^ r^lap^; Xlm pnukhi»w%o£^(Hm^0ld%eu^Mk» . 
had bp€tn 4iswvf r0d ip tbt l?atlw of W9me», «-. 
cited fie seditiaa ii^ the li^giop tp which tbfy be- 
loi^ge4*, Aki?af>der asGi&nd^ b» tribwml, witf 
with ^ modest firmness represented to the anof 4 
multitude^ the absolute ^^ces^ity ^ weU 9$ bi$ 
inflexible resolution of cprrectipg the vices intro^ 
dpced by his impure predecessor, wd of mainr 
tainipg the discipline, which could i>pt be r^Mxe4 
without the ruin of the'^omiui name and em* 
p)re. Their clamours interrupted his mild ex- 
postulation. 

mutiiated coAdusion of Dion's History, i. Ixxx. p^ 1871. 
t Aanot.ltemar* ad Dion Cassius, L lxxx« p* 1369. 
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as^, . fHE DECLINE AND FAlX 

c H A i>. postulation. " Reserve your shouts/' said tlie 
▼I- undaunted emperor, " till yoa. take the field 
^•against the Persians, the Germans, and tlie 
" Sarmatians. Be silent in the pfesencfe of yout 
** sovereign ind benefactor, who bestows upon 
•* you the com, the clothing, and the money bf 
*• the provinces. Be silent, or I shall no longer 
" style you soldiers, but citizens *, -if thoie in- 
** deed who disclaim the laws of Rome deserve 
** to be ranked among the meanest of the peo- 
" pie.** His menaces inflamed the fury of the 
legion, and their brandished arms already threat- 
ened his person, •* Your courage," resumed the . 
intrepid Alexander, ," would be more nobly dis- 
** played in the field of battle ; me you maty de- 
** stray, you cannot intimidate ; and the severe 
** justice of the republic would punish your crinfie, 
** and revenge my death." The legion still per- 
rated in clamorous ^edition, when the emperor 
pronounced with a loud voice, the- decisive sen- 
tence, " Citizens! lay down your arms, and de- 
" part in peace to your respective habitations." 
The tempest was instantly appeased; the soldiers, 
filled with grief and shame, silently confessed the 
justice oi their punishment and the power of dis- 
cipline, yielded up their arms and military en- 
signs, and retired in confusion, not to their camp, 
but to the several inns of the city. Alexander 
enjoyed, during thirty days, the edifying spec^ 

taclQ 

* Julius Caesar had appeased a sedition with the same word 
QMirtteS; which, thus opposed to Soldiers^ was used in a sense ^ 
of contempt, and reduced the offenders to the less heaourab)e 
condition of mere citizens. Tacit. Annal. i. 49* 
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tacfe J of th,cir repentance j nor did he restprp. c ft a ?. 
tbfn^ to t^o their' former rank in the army, till he vx. 
had Runished \yith^ death those tribunes whose ^--v— ' 
cpnn|y^,n(je h^d occgsiqned the mutiny. The 
gj^a^^fjjfuljegioa seryed the emper(w:, whilst living, 
aufi ;:eyepged hi^i.when dead *. 

,^Xhis i:esolut;Qns of the multitude generally de- i>^«of 
pend.Qu.a moment; and the capnce of passion andchanc- 
might equally determine the seditious, legion to **'' 
lay down their, arms at the emperor's feet, or to 
plunge them into his breast. Perhaps, if the 
singular transaction ha^d been investigated by the^ 
penetration of a philosopher, we should discover 
the secret causes which on that occasion autho- 
rised the boldness of the prince, and command- 
ed the obedience of the troops ; and perhaps, if 
it had been related by a judicious historian, we 
should find this action, worthy of Caesar himself, 
reduced nearer to the level of probability and the 
common standard of the character of Alexander 
Severus. The abilities of that amiable prince 
seem to have been inadequate to the difficulties 
of his situation, the firmness of his conduct in- 
ferior to the purity of hi$ intentionSe His vir- 
tues, as well as the vices of Elagabalus, con- 
tracted a tincture of weakness and effeminacy 
from the soft climate of Syria, of which he was 
a native; though he blushed at his foreign ori- 
gin, and listened with a vain complacency to the * 
flattering genealogists, who derived his race from 

th^ 

* Hist, August, p. 132. 
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C'll A»* tkft mtieat stock of Bioiitsifi: imbiiatf^J^^^^Htf 
VR ptide mA avarwe ef ftb mother cMb a< si»id^ oil 

t> igi^—ir t]ie gloriar of hia mgn;: and l>y exa«taiig:frorit 
faas idper jneaca the same dtttifot ottedteiiQe wliicli* 
she had jusdy daimed firoiti: his unexpeid^enced 
youthi Mamaea exposcdf inr public lidi^cal^ botfo 
has sonV eiiamcter and her own«f.« H^'fetigues 
ci the Fecsiam wov isritated the mifitsry discon^ 
teat;v the mnuccesBM erentr degradisd titie i^epu^ 
talion g£ the empesor asr at gencFal; ao^even a^ 
ft soldiier. Siiviy cause prepare^ and evei^ eir^ 
cumsttmce hasxsni^ a i«vbl\itibh| whieh^ dis^ 
ttactedi the Stoman empire with a long series of 
iiitestiae calamities* 

iHgnttioo The disdolute tymtiny o^Commodus, the civit^ 

** ^ rf waw occasopned by his death, and- the new max- 



tfeicmfwo. ims of poKcy intmduced by the house of Seve* 
CU8, had! all^ contributed tb increase the dangerous- 
power of the army, and to obliterate the fnint^ 
image o£ liiws: and: liberty^at was still impressed' 

* From* the MeteUi« Hist. Angust. p. lid. The choice -vn^^ 
judicious. Ih one short {leriod of twelve yearS^ the MetelU 
oouht reckon seven consulsliip» andj fi w triumphs^ See> VelleiQiL . 
Paterculus, it. ll. and. the Fasti- 

t The life o£' Alexander,, m the Augustan History^ is the 
0iere idea of arperftct princei aff awkward imitation (h the Cy» 
XDi^aedja* l!he account of hi» reign, as- given by Herodian, iar 
rational and moderate, consistent with the general history of 
the a^; . and^. is some cf the.* most: invidious partiouhkrs, coiw 
firmed by the decisive frag^ients of Dion, Vet from a very» 
paltry prfe j udice^ the- greater* number of our modeirn writerf 
abuse Herodian, and^co{^ the Augustan History. See Mess, m 
TiUemont and Wotton. From the opposite prejudice, the em« 
pttror Jttfian (in Cacsarib. p. S15.) dwells with a visible satifacy* 
lion on the effeminate weakness of the ^iattj and the ridicn« 
tous avarice of his mother. 
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0^ -J^^ IMOtf^ £^8^ 

^i^Hjtie 1041^ qg the RDmsina. Thitk 
«Jtia^|!^ yfAuQh, vmdoraiiB^d the fojimdatioas^ of 
tbe ^m|^i^9^^ w« b^M^ eadeavoured to ei^i^ain witfaj 
^^ degree^ qf Qvd&^ and peri^Quit^. TbQ pec^ 
^fi^ cUawtfira of the*^ emfeK>rs,. \hcix ¥ic* 
tories^^ 1|lw^ fojUie^^ a^d foi^tunesi Qan inten^fe 
us no^£art)}er thao a$ they are comieoted withtthse^ 
gejieral hi^tor^ qf the: DecKne aad FaU> of tfct * 
^lQ^arcby r Our constant attention; to. that gfjfsib 
object i^iU not suffer us to overlook a mpat im* . 
pqrtant edict of Antoninus CaracaUa, whichcom* 
municated to all the free inhabitan):^ of th@ eixir. 
Ifire t;h# n^me a^d privileges^ of EemaUf ei)biz£osu 
His unbounded liberality flowed not^ howev^i; 
ftpift thp se^timents.of a genfirow mind:;, it was 
the sordid resulfepf avarice,.and; will naturally be 
iUustratisd by some observations on the finance 
of that state» from the victoripus ages of tibe comr 
noionwealth to the reign of Alexander S^veri|s> 

The siege of Veii, in Tuscany^ the first, conr^ HMdiUik- 
siderable enterprise of the Romans, wa^protracted «wnt, 
to the tenth, yo^r^ much, le^^by. the. strength of 
the place than by the miskilfuinescrof tbebeh 
siegers* The unapqi^stomed hardships ofrso man^ , 
winter campaigns, at the distance of near.twentj; 
n)iles frAio^homo.^y reqmr^ more than common 
encoupigementsi, and th^ senate wiseljj prevented 

the 

♦ According; to the more accurate Dionjsius, th« city itself 
^as only an hundred stadia, or twelve miles and a half iroi» 
Apme ; thoo^li^ soipe out-:posts mightb^.adyaaoedikctbei&^ix the * 
side of Btruria. N^dini, Ia ik/Pfof^s^ed tceatisfii. haa^t^mMedr 
the popular opinion and the authority of two popes, dmdihsii^ 
removed Veil m>m Clvita Castellap4» to a Uttl^;^;^ qaUMflfoU^ 
In the midway between Rome and thf lalf^ flyRggia^ 0. 
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vif $^ a regular pay for the soldierS|,ii\|^i^«,;j|^^ 

. :; 1': eqmtable proportien oa thf^ipgpeifQr^^.tj^ 5jl^ 
- - 7.0QS f . Duripj^ more ths^p., twqj }]y4nd2:^ ^^1^*% 
aftw tfce.<»^uwBt;of Veil, .thcsi ^<;^ae|^;^^^ 
r^vdilic added Ies$; to th^ .\y^a|.tibL,tiJt^ 1^^^ 
power of Rqme?^ Xha'^tates ^f. Ijta^ 
tribiile iam]iif^..s^rvii}e.q^^ 
both bjp sea aj^ .lw4, w|jic|x ii^a* ^^jt^^^in,)^^ . 
Punic ;W$ir8,^ VifM inaimaified; at. the .expe^cef^of ^ 
the.*Ro«aiM theawelyev, TJiii^u^Jtiiglt^B^ritf^ipppr 
pie (s}iq)i ^ p|tiin the generc^s; i^atjini^iasii^ ,o|: 
, .^ /veedo^) cljp^irfully submitted ^ to the. most e;% , 
cessiiije, ittt; vQbijJlBiy )[jUB:4ens^ iBk.the JM&t pcpfi-,; 
d^i^iis tKat. thieyih(i^u]ji ^pe^dily «aBoy,jtl*e riqh. j^r% . 
v^jt x^ jjijeiiiafcoai^. Thw ^e^pecttttoiis^^j^i 
> v^ i^ rtiift .41saf|)c&ot^d^» la the coui^e of .a few yeacs^ii 
the'richfis of Syracuiei of Carthage^ of M^tcxdoaia,.^ 
audof As»a^wa:ebrou^t in triumph to ^(pHie»*t 
Th^ ttc^isures of Pexsetts alone amovinted to» nean 
andaWi- twu ^fiiMoHS'^terling, and the 'Roman {ied|iie, 

tion of the - . .^ .. ^ ./*,..,.. 

tribute oi tbe^^vea^aign of so maiaj nations, ym&\ tm^ e^rer > 
?"^f",dblivired: from the weight of taxes f;- Th©4n** '' 

creaifng feireftue,of.the provfnQgs waa^f6^nd^^l&^^ 

cicfit to dl^rfirf tihr oi^inary estaMi^meftt^^o^ 

aga^-g<5gi^rt[>ttl^ 

goMr'and silver was deposited in the tdnffle^crf' 
. . Saturn, 

* See the 4th and 5th books of Livy. In the Roman Census, 
property, powei"^ and taxation^ ^were cpnamensurate with |pi^ 
othe^. ' "" "'*" '■"" '*' "* " ' "■ ■*' _"",_" i.^, 

t ran* Hist. Nator. L zxxiii. c. 3* Cicero de Office S/W. 
Plutarch, in P. -*»il. p. 375. ^ * * 
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WMde jmff^ritbl^ injtirf, than in tile loss of the Jm pti^ 
ciniotto register W^wiatiied by Augustus to the ^*^ 
BmsLtt, in wWch thttt experieilced prince so ac- 
ewntelj bdsrnced the revalues and exj^nces of 
tlie Koman en^pirefi deprived of this dear 
and compfehendTe estimate, we are redmed to 
cdlect a few imperfect hints from sueh of the an^^ 
cknts a^ have accidentally turned aside froin the 
splendid to the more useful parts of history^ 
We are informed that, by the coiiquests of Pomi. 
pey , the tributes of Asia wefe raii^ed froni fifty to li k^ 
one hundred and thirty-fiire milliolis of dtachpis ; 
or about four millions and a half sterling i^^ 
IJnder the last and most indolent of the Ptole- 
mies, the revenue of Egypt is said to have ^Hff^ 
amounted to twelve thousand five hundred ta* 
ients ; a sum equivalent to more thAil two mil- 
lions and a half of our money, but which was 
afterwards considerably improved by the more 
exaet oeconomy of the Romans, and the increase 
of the trade of uiEthiopia and India $. Gaul ^CMi 
was enriched by rapine, as Egypt was by com* 
merce, and the tributes of those two great pro* 
vinc^ have been ccmipared as nearly equal to 
Vol- 1. S ea6h 

^ Seeafiiiedes(nriptk>iiofthisice«]nttbtedii«slt^ 
Ifttcan^s Aiars. L m. v. 155, ftc. , 

t Tasit. in AnnaL L 11. It seems to have existed in tbe tim« 
tr4n^aiu. 

I flutafdi in Pompeio, p. 642. S Strato^l. xviu p'. rai, 

) 
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of Africa, 



VI. boic ^ Pfeoenichia talent^ abqufcrffianr-iinit^^ 

^eriing'^, which vanquishfid^^iiAiagpe wasioon 

demned to |Miy within. the tram ^^riiftgr grna^, 

were a slight acknowkdgment of the sijiperiotity 

of Rome Xf ^^^ cannot .^MNtr th^ kasft iprop^ion 

with the taxes afterwards raided, both^oifl^ Vmis 

and on the persons df the inhabitam^, ttiii6ili4!he 

fertile coast of Africa was reduced' into tipro- 

'■ vince§. - • ■ - • > ": ^-' ■» '■- • ' '^^-' 

of Sfain. Spain, by t very smgttbr fatality,* wds tSte^^teru' 

' - and Mexico o( the oM wcrfld. - ' The dfeco^^^^bf 

the rich western contment • by -the Phiaemeians, 

^ and the t)ppression of the simple tiativies, who 

: were compelled to labour in their t>wn mines lor 

the benefit of strangers, -form ah exact type of 

" fhe more recent history of Spanish America ||, 

• The Phoenicians were acquainted only with the 

sea-coast of Spain ; avarice, as well as ambition, 

carried the arms of Rome and Carthage into the 

'- heart of the country, and almost every part of 

~ the sorl was found pregnant with copper, silver, 

and gold. Mention is made of a mine near Car- 

' thagena which yidlded every day twenty-five 

thousand 

:Z-..:* VeUehis Paterculus, 1. ii. c. 89. He seems to g^ive the pre» 
^reiice to the revenue of Gaul. 

i T^e Bdboic, the Phoenician, and the Alexandrian talents . 
vere double in weight to the Attic. See Hooper on ancient 
iveights and neasures, p. Iv. c. 5. It is veiy probalde, that the 
«ani£ tilent was canied from Tym to CajrthB^e* 

I Polyb. I. XV. c. 9. ^ A|^ian inPunids^ p. Sf". 

I Diodoms Stculos, 1. v. Cadiz was built by theJ^hocfnlcHins 
a litlle mdpe th»n a thousand years before Christ. S<^ Veil. 
Paterc. i. 3. ' . i 

' ■ . . ' ' --4 ' 
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swAfooad^tiglrtiHEgald ^was ann received^ * ^»* * v^ 
fi^m t^^toTinefifr ofij^stwaa,^ GaUicia, and Lu^ ' ' 

: f;^^i«pM.ti£^lejdmi^ and m te ptir^e of tiie isie 

«liii iEilurfeia& mqli^y t the vmny potent «^®y*~»* 

-Sm» ii^ioj^^ bowvftv may be foirsied of the 
Fevcnue of the pFovinees where consicfcrabk?^ 
Wi^k-h twd beea tdefi^ted by ©ai^re, or cot" 
le^sl;^ by mgni if we pbseirve the severe atten- 
l^pn l;bal'wa^ dk^cted to the abodes of solitude 
and sterility. Aijgu&tus once received a petition 
&om th,e iahabitanta of Gyarus, humbly pr^yin]^ 
that they might be relieved from one-third of theif 
excessive impositions. Their whole tax amount- 

. cd iiH^leed to iio more than one hundrecj a«d fifty 
dra^kms-, or about five pounds : but Gyarus wai - 
a liffle ii^s^nd, pr rather ^ rock, of the .aSgean 

'sea; destitute of fresh water and every neeess^ 
of life^. and inhabited only by a few wretched 
fishermen $;. 

From the .feint ^immeringt of such doubtfuJ Amount 
and scattered Kj^hts we should be incliiaed to" °^^^*^' 

nuc 

believe, istj That (with every fair allowance foj? 

s-2- • • '^ ^tiw 



* Slrabo, Liii. Cn 148. 

t Plin. Hist. Natur. 1. xzxiii, c. S. He mentions likewise a 
silver mine in Dalmatki that j^ielded everyday fifty pounds to 
Restate. . 

% Strabo, L x, p. 48^. Tacit* Annal* lii. 9d«L and iy. 8^« See 
itt Tournefbrt- (Voyages au Levant^ T.«ttre viii.) a ■very-' lively 
j^ctiure of the actual misery of Gyarur» 
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atfa ^ THE Smm^i^Ofg^^^pj^r^ ,0 

nvliums of. Qwr. PWM^ ,?? ;;,iff9|dr fftl^mTWcflfta 
ample a revenue must have be^fvli^lErfl^^jM^D 
Jo, aU tbe,f xpfA<;9ft of ft^^,Tfl5t9^ 
.institute^d by A^g^^ftR^ mW^c W^a'ffl»«e-i^ 
mpdest family of KV1^\% 9f^^^^^^4^mmf^ 
n^flitary establishment ^fjS4fi^^*/^a^46rii 
Ibicc of the frontiers, ,wi^h9^jt.^^^ 
oC conquest, or a^iy>eri6up^^;,a^^^^ ^j^ ., 

reign invasion^; ; V , ;;^^^;:;:.r,:, .* ... ,;;.;; Vdt c t 
TuMM Notwithstahidirig tlie seeming^ proba^ilifX^.^^ 
JJ^JJJVJ^ bbth these cdnciijsions, the latter jpf them aj l^^L^ 
twied by is jH)sitiveiy 4isown6d by ^e languapje and cOn- .^ 
diict of ^iigustUsi^ * It is ^bt easy to" determine:^; 
v^eiher, on this occasion^ he acted as tlje com- ^ 
maii fath^f ot the Roman world, or as the op- 
jMressor of liberty ; whether he wished to reKev^^ 
the provinces?, or to impoverish the senatiean^ 
the equestrian order. But no sooner had' he as-: ^ 
suined the reins of government^ than h^ fre- 
quehdy mtimafe Jthe insufficiency of the tributes^^ 
and the necessity of throwing an equitable pro- '^"^ 
porticm ^f the public burden upon Rdme aiiA;^ 
Italy. In the prosecution of this nnpopctiaf de-^; 
sign, he advanced, Tiowever, by cautions' and ^ 
wlffl^weighed steps- The introduction df customs' 
was fbltowed by the establishment of aii cxti«,^ 

* Imias de magoitodine Boma^a, (I< i>- c* 3.) oomputes tbe 
revenueat'" an hundred and fifty millions of gold crowns j bat 
his whole book, thou^ leaned andingeniouS| betrays a very \ 
heated imagination. 
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ofT!m^'k6^s^m^m&.^'^^ 2Si 



c«i^Iroidi^yi«fhd^ of ^^ 



thset^aS^^^vfeaiftiPdrdi^^OT^ attracted": 



8r dife'prdvinces wa^^ a 





Atig\isius*"arid tiis 'su^fessjdjtS^ ^d^^ *'^';;'! ' 1 

poisecf ^on . e^erf fend of mercnaM^^ wK^Vk "^^ -^ '' 
tHroiighJ^ tnpusand channels no wd, me. g^e<^^ 
ceritrc pif^^ opulehce and luxury ; ana.ia. i«dStSflK^ 
ever manner ti^e law wa? e3;;pre^je:d^,it.waa|^ 
i^manypi^^^^ ^nd not the proyiji^ijpJ ^f^^^n^- 

cnant^^^p^^^ tax*. Th?'^3^t;e pCJfhglj 

cujij^nui^^v^i^^^ frpiu the eighth ,tq the f3i|iig^h;,> 
part'o|^'tllg: yal^e of the; cammpdit^^ 4i^,-ji|re.T: 
haye^^^V^^ that tl^e^ y^r^tjc^f j^/it^^ 

%^^ Vf% J4!t^^W^We ma^ ^^iV^RyHq 
%%!i^/.^*^^r4y^J ^^ ^i^: l^ii^lticleS/^j 

lil^\uyjj^afi'pp .tlK)se pf necesjfity, .an4;t4it tft^.; 

Tog^ indulgence than was shewn to the perni- 
cious, or at least the unpopular commerce of 

eAl f ^'^r^M r w ; ..j^ ,\ ::. g .^^^.^ ■ • ; • .- :•'£;;; ,^ ^Ai^i^ 
•^ Tacit. Annul, xiii. 31. - . * ' - • : • i - '- . ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



t6i Tli$ ^'^liiUlS JlSf0 tAJM/ 

c ^^^. JSnUt and lBdta«. That is ftiS'^MilMlii tiOi^ 
vi. but imparfiict catalogue of taSb^fm eo^to&^adM^, 

'■^ '^ ♦ - " ' which about: the time of AJexattiiielf^Vt^ 

subject to the payment of dMie^;' iMiStkbm^ 
inyrrh, pepper, ginger, and 'i^"^ wbdle trybNd of. 
.. ^ aromaticsj a great variety df preckms'Ufi&fity ^ 
mong which the diamond wa^ the mo^ ''iHMiik* 
able for it$ price, and the emerkldfor its btJautjHf: 
Parthian and Babylonian leather, cottom, silla, 
both raw and manufiictured, ebony, ivory, and 
eunuchs $• We may observe that the use and 
value of those effeminate slaves gradhatiy rose 
with the decline of the enipire. 

The oRsae* 11. The excise, introduced by Augustus after 
the civil wars, was exttemely moderate, but it 
W9fs gei:ver^l. It seldom exceeded one per cent^;, 
but it comprehended whatever was sold in the 
markets ox by public auction, from the most con-, 
siderable purchase of la?\ds ?ind houses, to tho^c 
nainute objects which can gnly derive a value 
from their infinite multitude, and daily consump- 
tion. Such a. taj^, a3 it affects the body of the 
people^ has ever been the occasion of clamour- 
ed discontent. An emperor well acquainted 
, witH 

- * See Pliny. (Hist. Natur. !. vi. c. 28. 1. xih c^ IS.) His 
. observatioit, tb§t the Indian commofiities were spld at Borne at 
a hundred times their original price, may give us some nqtioa 
of the produce of the customs, since that orignal price amount- 
ed to more than eight hundred thousand pounds. 

t Th« ancients were unacquainted with the art of ciftting" 
diamonds. 

♦ M. Botichaud, in his treatise de Mmpot chez les Remains, 
has trariscribed this catalogue, from the Digest, and attenspts 
to illustrate it by a V%fy prolix cdmmeiitary. 
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V^VV^m^m^i^ fo«^ .% the^ defence of % ^J;^*" 

;iiHe?^^fep inj8^tg4,5jpQC.^iartreasurj^ for the p^j 
pfitjhte ;^|d^s, tiipj^^^ of the veterans, and 

tJbjB exfi;awdicv§tr^ e}|^nc<?s of war. The ample 
fT^ye^W of ^ the ejxcis^ though peculiarly appro- 
priated to thosp, uses, was found inadequate. 
To supply the deficiency, the emperor suggested 
,a,n,ew t^.of five per cent, on all regacies and 
inheritances. But the nobles of Rome were 
more tenacious of property than of freedom. , 
Their indignant murmurs were receiveiS by Au- 
gustus with his usual temper. *H^ candidly re- 
ferred the whole business to tbe senate, and^^- 
horted them to provide for the public service by- 
some other expedient of a less odious nature. 
They were divided and perplexed. He insinu- 
ated to them, that their obstinacy Would oblige 
him to propose a general land-tax and capiliation. 
They acquiesced in silence f. The new impo- 
sition on legacies and inheritances was however 
mitigated by some restrictions. It did not take 
place unless the object was of a certain value, 

S3 aiost 

* Taeit. Ann2a.i.Tft. Two yeafs afMnrwards, tlir]i«Hlaetto]i 
of the poor kingdom of Cappadocia gave Tiberius a preteno* for 
diminishing the excise to x>ne half,- bat the relief w^of verjr 
short duration. 

t Dion Cassius, 1. Iv, p. 7d4. l.lvi. p^ §35. ^ ,► 
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iriK>jb9iii]^An uitexpe^ediiiteeteifiiig[)££ill^^ 

fQY/the'lfeittdkr^^ y/- fn»;;:ioib yi^b 

pfUtn l«fe its rin^cUce oyer the ften» p^ots of , 
thfivoomilionirwltb, 91^4 tl^e dissolute npbl«8 i>£r 
tlwempoef; Jind if tlie ^th^rbequea^liods^ 1^ • 
MQi the fpurtji^pprt of Ws estate. Ije T0^y9^/3^ 
gMiliili pf itogJJ <x)mpiamt§. ^Ut a riciv ?hiI4rr - 
less old m^ was a domestic tyra^fe, api >i«^wer> ^ 
sj-:.'iQCffe^c4 wtb fefa years aa4 iiifirij^ 
^^^''' ^'ySo^ cvQjjtd^ ipwKch fceJiiegwRllyjrcs^ 

pjxtms and consuls, courted ilia, sixi^, jipub^q 

pibeei b^ warip^, apiJauded bis f<41i«§i>jeCT^:^ 

]m;pa8sioiit, tvfid waited with iiapi^iiQ& J^ hiti^ 

'".-;.. .^V: •• '\i::. :.:.':.:::•: :vrd«atltUq 



.nci-^t!'t 




This hardi institutibii i^ras gpdually 
^IMI^fiMas^i^^y^f^ 
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tfcensindti ^fil^rpsoatdKi^tDYlterd^ 

day dictated by cunni^g^atid^dabtKiaiksdyo^ fiffi 
a^^sw^^mre^hxqrig/^ tf ^sal]riml*6ft^cal an&TSlr* o> f^-^u.^ 

fimted tli^fi;re9«[iRl &(mai^£Uk ]Ulmr.4atizem|i ' ' ^ 

an tiuiK&dt-^^i ^ii^ma^ idi0U.a(n(i:ti|X)imd^ 
n6r dd^ th^^ fiiilfi^ €f tfte yi]^lc^er l^ld^ Wenbtort 
have bee^ %s3 g^^6tt^ to thai aiitiabte >tR:stoii)k ' 
Whatever iwas the ftidtive <rf^t^ t«itfl«i«i, *tiio 
tFeasu^l el^bfned, Withbut £stiiictiOisi( Hmtwemi*^ 
titth'^mdll&s estate; andin the^mse qfi^tnrit 
pi tHf^e ge^eratioiis^ the whole proj^eci^ ^the? 
suhj^et ihust have gradually |rassed itlirM^iibe^ 
cdflfertibflihe state. L>,:?:tJ 

In t^ finst and golden years of tbe i^igyi ^Neiapmrii- 
tliat ftfin^e, froitt a desire of ^)0fuUrity^^a^la^5;iJ• 
perhaps . fi:bm a l^lind impubr of beiaeiroieaoe;q 
ctod^^d a wish df abolishiiig the <^re$sioh>ofq 
the tt»9k)ixi^ ^drie»c:ise« The wisest ftenaioES^^IKii 
pkiule& his magnanimity ; but they diverted Mm 

, ^ . from 

i See his epistlss. Every sudmrHl ^bV^iHi 4M ocoasloR (tf.: 
displaying hjs i^eyerence to the dead, aiuHiisjisttkfe t«f^tfie living- 
)Be reconciled boffif In'^i^ fk^haViopr fitr-a ldlKilvlM>:ls^1teie]i^ai9J( 
inlKrited by his iaothen (v. 1,} 
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1^^ hane disttdved tke stsmgib avid ;i»so«»as JofxAf 
^- - -^ nspuUk'^r Had k kidted' bwa. pQi6iUef4» 

jwi iMid the ABkttuhtB ^&9id mmlphatasi^mf^ 

iiraded witb ardour tke gkttiow iippertawil^^Af 

«ic«£n:iiiig^Bo signal an doligatno <m iMidsi^ii|4 

Sottefied, faowtrer^ wilh aUeviatiag; ihe^pubHi^ 

taifden, tbey adtempCfid m^ tomnoveit/ !!}» 

mildnesft and ^c^isum of thek la.'Os^s a6Cj&rU|in^4 

tile rale and measure of taKatioOy »d piQtq^t^ 

tile su^esct of evei^ iviik agaM9t aii^f ^^^ 

' {Hfeiftti^aa^ tetiq^ated claimsi and the ins^;ent 

^ aii^^itieii of the farmers of the revenuef • Fpr 

it is somcvbat linguJar that, in every a^, the 

best aod wisei^ of .the Roix^eui governors per« 

iwv««d in this pernicious method of* collecting 

:ji» principal branches at least of the excise and 

cwtoms {^ 

Rdictbf « The sentiments^ ^uaid, indeed, the situation of 

Caracalla, were very different from those of the 

• Antcmines* Inattentive, or rather averse to the 
welfare of his people, he found himself under the 
necessity of gratifying the insatiate avarice, which 
. h^e had excited in the army. Of the several im- 

. positions introduced by Augustus, the twentieth 
on inheritances and legacies was the most friyt- 

. iul, as well as the most comprehensive. As Its 
.- '.'._' infiu- 

■ '♦''Tacitr itiilal. iiil. 50. Espfh dies Loix, l.xri. c* 19. • ' 
r'j, t See Pliny's Panegyric, the Augustan History, and Bumiaa 

de VectigaT, passim. 
i The tributes properly so called) were not farmed ; since the 
" good princes bfleti'tcriaitt^d iiiany millions of&neais; "'^ " "' 
^- • •- ■ '<..,■:■ ; ' ■ ' ■v: . . - . .. J) '■* 



Digitized by 



Google 



• 

{diKteKV^mwlimialfy iaoreased with the gni4ud) tt* 
et:teMiaa'of die itoatAN •Gitt. The o«w cki-^ **rr-** 
^deps,<lhottgh c^i^ii^ cm. equal teniis^rwkh tbt 
^j^msat of soew tasiesy wfaiiobiha^ fiot a&cttd 
'i^em'^fts sobjecte^ delved an axapk campei^fia^ 
t^oa^'from the caifldk they obtained, tbo pnvU^gi^. 
ihey acquiredy raid the ftii: {tfospoct of honouf^. 
-and f(Nftuiie that was thrown epen^to their ambif- 
^xit ' But the farour which implied a disttiie-;iiii fet- 
ation was lost in the piodigality of CaracaUa« and ^ *f^ 
€he ^ehictsmt pioviaciids were compeUed ta m- ^^ ^. 

ivovinciutt 

^%uni€ the Tfdn title, and the real obligs^ions, of. for the 
1R.6mao citizens. Nor was the rapacious son of j^^** 
Severus contented with swk a measuce of taxa^ 
tion, as had appeared su^ient to his^ moderate, 
predecessors* Instead of a twentieth, be^ exacted 
a .tenth of all legacies and inberitancies^; and 
during W reign (for the ancient propoition w^s 
restored after bis death) he crusted alike every 
part of the empire uixder the weight of hi* iroa 
sceptre f . . 

When all the provincials became liable to the Tempomf 
peculiar impositions of Roman citizens, they ^^^ 
seemed to acquire a legal exemption from the Wte. 
tributes which they had paid in their former con- 
dition of subjects. Such were not the maxims 
of government adopted by Caracalla and his ptCf 
tended son. The old as well as the new taxes 
were^ at fhe same time, levied iiv tljQ provinces. 

^ It 

♦ The situation of the new citizens js.minotely desajbed.bjr 
Win V. (Panegyric, q. 87, 38, 30.) Trajan, published a kw ver/ 
much in their favour. 

t_Dion^ 1. Ixxvii, p. 129^.^ 
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tife ihotive fiikk.«^^hi»t'{iy4ai€ ^%Mri^^^ 

wccff/ which ^likd^^6t^fefe(fti Wfeflff cfkte&t&f/^- 
again spraijgtit> witfi ilif Vid)#iaiut!iiif:pWdi?" 
and In tlfe 5trcceedlhif afe^ 

wofia with^ife^d^flmy^^^ Hi!iii'&krsPSi'' 

this histoty. W6 shifi life tdd^iSS^llPs^^ 
explain the%nd.taxrtfe''caj^^^ 
heavy contributions of com/ Wii^Jbif/ariii meSitf ' 
which were exacted from the provinces for the 
use of the court, the army, and the capital. 

As long as Rome and Italy were respected as 
die centre of government, a national spirit was 
preserved by the ancient, and insensibly imbibed 
ofaflMe. jjy ^jjg adopted, citizens. The principal com^ 
mands of the army were filled by men who had 
recieved a liberal education, were well instructed 
in the advantages of laws and letters, and who 
had risen, by equal steps, through the regular 
succession of civil and military honours f . To 
their influence and example we may partly as- 
cribe the modest obedience of the legions during 
the two first centuries of the Imperial history. 

But 

* He who paid ten a«r(fft, the usual tribute, was chai^ged with 
no more than the third part of an aureus, and proportional 
pieces of ^id were coined by Alexander's order. Hist. August. 
p. 137. with the commentary of Salmasius. 

t See the lives of Agricola, Vespasian* Trajan, Sev^rus, an4 
his three competitors; and in4eed of all th^ eminent men of 
^osetim0s« . 
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^iNbfiittetf/ttetb itttfitpcifftm?.^ oit^tiM^'ftomm^l: mam^o 

no^Quntoy J?ut J^^^ Oq sq^p? but that . 

ot^wj^^ mciyll 4af f ^ h^flid scarcely iffp^, ^f im- ^ 
l^ary, dfcciplin^j W,}^^: Mpody ^lw^<l^, : 5^^c;„; 




throne 



emp^rori^ 
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«70 iHt jteeCiW >A1»»1^ALL 







.'■.•;" ■ i^/ 2'.].: V- 

• . .c; H AP»,yH«-, ... .,-3. >T- 

IcniOcatbs (^'^mv»n a^^bis Sony 0/ M^- 
mm and B^dbim^^ anA ^ ti^ t^ref Qar^^.. 
^Usurpi$Am imd 4ffulair Gami <ifPbiiip.* j 

CHAP, /^F the various forms of government, which 
^^^* V^ • have prevailed in the world* an hereditary 
monarchy seems to present ^he fairest scope for 
ridicule. Is it possible to relate, without an in- 
dignant smile, that on the father's decease, the 
property of a nation, like that of a drove of oxen, 
descends to his infant son, as yet unknown to 
mankind and to himself; and that the bravest 
warriors and the wisest statesmen, relinquishing 
their natural right to empire, approach the royal 
cradle with bended knees and protestations of 
inviolable fidelity ? Satire and declamation may 
paint these obvious topics in the most dazzling 
colours, but our more serious thoughts will re- 
spect a useful prejudice, that establishes a rule 
of succession, independent of the passions of 
mankind; and \^e shall cheerfully acquiesce in 
any expedient which deprives the multitude 'of 
the dangerous, and indeed the ideal, power of 
giving themselves a master, 
and solid In the cool shade of retirement, we may easily 
^ torSf^ devise imaginary forms of government, in which 
taiy fuc the 

CetSMBU. 
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ihe sceptipe sliall be constantly bestowed on the c h ai»,> 
most worthy, by the free and incorirupt suffrage^ vii* 
of the whole community. Experience overturns V ' ' ^i ""' • 
these airy fabrics, and teaches us, that in a large 
society, the election of a monarch can never 
devolviE to the wisest, or to the most numerous, 
jpart of the people. The army is the only order 
of men sufficiently united to concur in the sume 
sentiments, and powerful enough to impose them 
on ^he rest of their fellow-citizens : but the tern- « 
per of soldiers^ habituated at once to violence and 
to slavery, renders them very unfit guardians of 
a legal, or even a civil constitution. Jusiiee, 
humanity, or political wisdom, are qualities they 
are too' little acquainted with in themselves, tQ 
appreciate them in others. Valour will acquire 
their esteem, and liberality will purchase their 
suf&age ; but th^ first of these merits is oft^ 
lodged in the most savage breasts ; the latter ca» 
only exert itself at the expence of the public ; and 
both may be turned against the possessor of the 
[ throng, by the ambition of a daring rival. 
, The superior prerogative of birth, when it has wmtofit 
obtained the sanction of time and popular opi- >n*^«R^ 
.nion, is the plainest and least invidious of iJi productive 
.^distinctions among mankind. The acknowledged f^l^^^' 
i right extinguishes the hooes of faction, and the tici, 
. conscious isecurity disarms the cruelty of the mo** 
. narch. To the firm establishment of this idea, 
j we owe the peaceful succession, and mild admi- 
nistration, of European. monarchies. To the 
. defect of it, we must attribute the frequent. civil 

wara 
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koitte, and as soon as the more ^^''^^ft^jfffWff^^ 

j»|ie,^joiir-stnn& Jie nft l^Qjp^ 

empire, after the 9^)i(^n\Y j^^^s^^ 
into 'comempt, was. a ya^ j^eii? . of cojoi^^ 
The roy^ aiid even. noble/ igjtiilies of ^t^^ 
rinpeSf ^d|op^ since been ted in.trium{>h be{|gff ^ 
the car of the Iwuighty republicans, tte ancien)^ . 
families of RfCme had successively feUen beneath ' ' 
the tyraonyj of the Caesai^ j and whflst' thiise 
princes wq*e sl|ackie4 % the forins of a coitiipibri^ * " 
wealth, and disappointed by the repeated faijiire' ' 
of tlieir posterity*, it was impossible that any' * 
idea bf hereditary siiccessiot) should have i:a^'tt ^ 
root }h the minds of their subjects. ' llie right Iq* ^ ' 
the throne, which none could claim froittMrth;'*' 
every one assumed from merit; The dkMh^' *' 
bo^S of ambition were set loose from the Hillary ' 
lestriiints of law and prejudice j and thfe rteafefeA ' - 
1^ mtokind .3|iight, without foHy emferkift' ft "1 
hopt of being iraisetd by valour and fomiuJi^tcr li*''^' 
lenk'in the irmy, in which a singlecifh6eti4ili#^'*^ 
wntXk him to wrest thesceptre <xf theiltorllNgKjy ^^ 
kis'lbeblelatriii^opuia^ master, A^<tifem«er^^ ' 

ta t^Smj^tfi^XeeinsUneef otitis w»6 Aob^^d^theii^^ ' " 

tktVm*^ i9it4«^iM4M8.af the CftWs (1^^ 

nuM^^and tte frtqiUiit pnctice of divorces) were gf^edlf j^ 
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Of Mi mibmmmm^ 2^. 

ilif 'W Jlinauini^nbcVWW^ <raa XHc CIPI AUUII^ tV X V?arFI !« 

««iii^iif6iii '*'***''^ ***'* ^'■'"' "' ■■ ^'■"' '■■'■' '" ■*■'■■ ^^ 

^iSMtmx^^\M yieari tefete tliat event, A^^- j^««», 
etopSof pTieWsiVjfetu^ an eastern ex-^tomin. 

pewion,'*lj^fte| in "fhrace, to celebrate, witft - 
militatjr'jgames, 'tlie^irtVday of his younger soh/"^ 
GttS: • *The^c6untry flocked in crowds to behold;',' 
thcit Sovereign, aitid i| youngs' barbarian of gigari-.* 
tic kature earnestly 'solicited, in his rude dialcii:; ' 
that he mig!iLt^be allowed to contend'for the ^me { 
of wrestling. As the pride of discipliii^' would V 
have been disgraced ifa the overt|i0W of 'a S^oman * 
soldier by a "ITiracian peasant, he was snatched ; 
with the stoutest followers of the fcanip, sixteen :^ 
of whoin h^ successively laid oxi^ the ground. 1 ! ^ 
His yictqiy w^ rewarded by some trifling gifts, 
and ,^ ii^rmisfiQn to inlist in th^ troops. The |. 
next day^i t|ie liappy barbarian was distinguished • 
above R^prowd of recruits, dancing and exalting » 
afteir tjie fi^shion of his country. M ^QPn ^s he. , ^ 
perpeiyi^ tjial He had attracted th? f njpejror's ^^ 
not^pe;^*,hi^,4nstantlx ran up to his horse, aji4fol- :^ 
]o\v|^|}^^lu QXi foot,, without the least a|>p€9rfi|iQe ^^i 
of ^tifiw?* i* * long ft^d i:aiai c^reiy. " ThpN v^ 
** ciw*" :«|id^^a^erllaj with. artoniibn*W*< -"S ^ ,]:| 
'* tholii disposed to wrestle after thy race?" Most 
willingly. Sir, replied the unwearied youth; 

anc:^i3ti^t m A vm^ ;mtmwm^^^^^^i 

stroMest ioldi^rsln tte MHiy. A^fplddisNxlisir y^m^^'tt^ 
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2Ti TOfc I3ictm£ AW) 'Hta ' 

c^rt A^p; (he priic of his riiatcHlcss Tfgouf and'dcrtvt^ 
VII. ^nd Jie was immediate^ a|)ik>hite*i If* *»^ 

'' ' -' the horscguards who always attend^^^tfefefjidP-^ 
. son of the sovereign *. . : /- :i' iu. :n 

Hn miR- ' Maximin, for that was hisr nanie,^tKdto^lK»it 

2jj[Jf** on the territories of the empire, deietilfe^t fr^m 
a mixed race of barbarians, ffis fetlifer^s^i 
Goth, and his mother of the natiph df the ^tlabit 
He displayed, on every occasion, a valetit ^tpA 
to his strength; and his native fierceiiess/was 
soon tempered or disguised by the knowfedge c^ 
the world- Under the reign of Sevei\is atid his. 
son, he obtained the rank of centuriob, with thb 
favour and esteem of both those princes, the fbli* 
mer of whom was an excellent judgfe of iherit. 
Gratitude forbade Maximin to serve under the 
assassin of Caracalia. Honour taught him to de- 
cline the effeminate insults of Elagabalus, On 
the accession of Alexander he returned to courts 
and was placed by that prince in a station useful 
to the service and honourable to himself. The: 
jfourth legion, to which he was appointed tribun^^ 
soon became, under his care, the best disciplined 
of the whole army. With the general applayse 
of the soldiers, who bestowed on their favourite 
hero the names of Ajax and Hercules, he was 
. successively promoted to the first military com- 
maud f ; and had not be still retained too much 

of 



^ Hist, August, p. 138. - ; <i 

"^t Hist. August, p. 140. Herodian, L vi« p. 39^. Aurclms 
Victor. By comparing these authors, it should seem that Mjfbd- 
min.had the particular command of the Triballian horse^ with the 

general 
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0^j?# §svjs^ mmh tJj^cropgperor .inijg^t.peijM|p« c.h ^p, 
b^m^ye^t h^/^^^t^jf jtt mw^iage, tp the son yn^ 

Instead of securing his fi^^lity^ theaci favours. Conspiwcy 
iiq»j^(| i«lK tq4»|!^E9^tlije,ain^^ of the Tbra- ^„ 

|o;vfeis .njS5#,,as|iQng^.^ he wa? con&train^ed to 
j)fl)uu?iwjifds6( a, s^iiRexwr. Though a stranger tq 
iajQ^l ,wi?4oana, he was oat de^void of a selfish, cun^ 
;^i^^..\^rhich shewed V him tfiat the engiperor had 
Jost t^ affectic^ x)f thfearmy, and taught him to 
improve, their discontent to his own advantage. 
It iS; easy for faction and calumny to shed their 
^poisQii on the adrifiini^tratiQn, of the best of princes, 
and to accuse even their virtues, by artfully con- 
founding them with those vices to which they 
bear the nearest affinity. The troops listened 

/vrith pleasure to the emissaries of Maximin* 
They bluahed at their own ignominious patience, 
which> during, thirteen years, had supported the 
vesxatious discipline imposed by an effeminate Sy* 
rian, the timid slave of his mother and of the 
senate. It was time, they cried, to cast away 

. that useless pharitom of the civil power, and to ' 

^. elect for their prince and general a real soldier, 
educated in camps, exercised in war, who would 

' assert the glory, and distribute among his com* 
panions tlfe treasures of the empire* A great 

''■'■■"'' T 2 ,.'.'.. .army ' 

^general i^oaimission of disciplining the recruits of the whole army. 
His biographer ought to have marked, with more cjare, hig ex- 
ploits, and the successive steps of his military promotions. 
* 5ee tht* original letter of -^lleriauder Se\rerus, Hist. August. 
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^J^ the Rlw^ updtr •th^.fi^ffffp^.^^^j^f^^^^ 

ftom the Perai^ war, ftad ^5fi^:f*H8«^^^!?}| 
against the barbaria^^ pf.^P^^rwf^ 
ppnant. carp pf trainipg. aa;^ rcyij!)yjuig.^i^ 
kvic$ wa9 i^^tmstoi t^ Jyja^u^ 
be ^ptered the Md.of j^Sfpsi^^fl^jt^ji^^ 
fiom a sudden impvibe ^or a^/g^eji^ cp^fpvf^^ 
saluted him emperojc, silenqe4;JE)jX, the^f, Uffj^^^f 
clamations bis obstinate refivaU a,n^,^t!^|][|^4>tp 
consummate their jebellion jby ithe.mjjii^?^^ Q^ 
Afaidiift/ Alexander Seyenis. _): 

The circumstances of his djeatb ar^ varipu?ljf 
Aiesandtt related. The writiycs, who suppose that hedied 
femna. in iguorauce of the ingratitude and ambition of 
Maximin, affirm that, after taking, a^ frugal re- 
past in the sight of the army, be retired to sleep^ 
and tbat^ about the seventh hour of the daj, a 
part of bis own gxiards broke into the bnperial 
tent, and| with many wounds, assassinated theiir 
virtuous and unsuspecting jurince ♦. If ;^e credit 
another, and indeed a more probable ^ccount^ 
Maximin was invested with the purple by a nu*-' 
ztlerous detachment, at the distance of seyei:^ 
miles from the head-quarters ; and he trusted fi?^ 
success rather to the secret wishes, Jtban to t;^^ 

. . JWblic 

* Hist, August, p. 135. I have softened some of the most 
impiobable circumstatiG^ts t>f this wrtftdied (biogiti]»l]fen ¥|rbth 
this ill- worded namition, it should seem that the prince's buffoon 
having accidentally entered the tent, and awakened the slumber- 
ing monarch, the fear of punishment urged him tb persuade the 
disaffected soldiers to commit the nmniA* r ' • n ' 



»» 
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ag^W'l&F'MSMft, ^^0^ declared' Waie* 
{ft^^kofli!^^^thSaPaumrigitegi8n^?-^iies5n 

^^mkwm fetfsvld^yid aferted, \^*dVew'¥to 

rionSjtlie ministers of death; bdtlS^t^clOTffec|iv- 
fti^'^^ithT Mniy riebiution tfie irMSvitabfe ^tirbke, 
iiis uriavaiting cries ' and''erftreatYi^s"'aisgraCed" the 
l^f iiiortients of his' ' life; aiid ' cJoK^etted iiitp 




ih6rherMajn3ea', whose pride and aVarice heloilSiy 
acc^Mff a's'the iiaUse of his ttiin, ' pief ished iviih 
her soil!; '■'Hie most ''faithful 6f-1us frifends \vere 
skcHfiddfliso the fit^foiy of the.soltliijrs! ■ 'Qthers 
iJi^efd rfeseryed fo* the more deliberate cruelty. of 
iSii \i9STper': Md those- who ex:periehcdd- ti^ 
niildest-treatniertt, were 'stripped' of "fti^li*' em, 
i^loyiiieiits; and 'ignoftiinibusly driven from tfilb 
'fcoiiA'aha-arrtiy'*'- -"-'^ ■••■ ''• '■'^■"' ':-Torr;- 
' -^iFfe former tyrants, Caligula and Nero, Com- Z^. 
modus ^nd Caracallaj were all dissolute a^nd un- ">^- 
;6Jfj»en6o«i4:J0o»ths.ty^ ia tbe ptirpie^awd 

* Herodian,!. vL 3334^837. - "- : " ''y.ri s^* *^ ' 

t Caligula^ the eldest of the four, was only twonty-five years 
of age when he ascended the throne ; CaracalJa was twenty- 
three, Commodus nineteen, and Nero no more than seventeen. 
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%j$ f HE DECLINE ANOTAil 

c H A p.c<wrupted by the pi«dc?^'emplt«,'««r4uS«l^3^t^* 
VII. Rome, and the perfidiouK V6i<5€ 6f flattWry. > 1lle> 

^^ y '~* cruelty ofMaximin was derived'ftwn tt^4diffif*enii 
source, the fear of conteiripf. Though' be:dk^ 
pended on the nttachm^nt of the ^di^ who 
loved him for virtues Mke their own, he was c<te«- 
scious that his mean and barl)arian origin, hi« 6b«^ 
vage appearance, and his total' ignortoce of iSbt 
arts and institutions of civil Hfe *, fibrmed a v6ty 
tinfavourable contrast with the amiable mann^^t^ 
of the unhappy Alexander. He remembered, 
that, in his humbler fortune, he had often waitedi 
before the door of the haughfy nobles of Rome, 
and had been denied admittance by the insolence 
of their slaves. He recollected too tjie friendship 
of a few who had relieved his poverty, and assisted 
his rising hopes. But thoSe who had spumed, 
and those who had protected the Thracian, were 
guilty of the same crime, the knowledge of his 
original obscurity. For this crime many were 
put to death ; and by the execution of several of 
his benefactors, Maximin published, in characters 
of blood, the indelible history of his baseness and 
ingicatitude f . 

The dark and sanguinary squI of the tyrant, 
was open to every suspicion against those among 
his subjects who were the most distinguished by 
their birth or merit. Whenever be was alarmed 

with 

* It appears that he was totally ignorant of the Greek laii^ 
j?iage ; "vvhHrh, from its universal use in cenvei^ation and lettexs^ 
vas an essential part of ever^ HUial education. 
'^ t Hist, August, p. 141, Herodian, 1. yii. p, 337. The.latter 
of these historians has been most unjustly censured for spariu|< 
the vices ofMaximin. 
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teslflft^Jwiisr^MAeir .di^ and '"•"rr-' 

Mii^ils,i^'ac<mMai( rfMEi<^{^(?^- w^ named as the. 

out ia:^ti»al|< aii4 wi«|K>ttt aa pp]p9ttunity of de«< 
fbso^r M^u$i :^th four ttiousamdof htssup^ 
|i<$ie4^ai^$atia;)p|icesi,w«e pm to deatk Jtaiy aoii 
tfa(e.)v|^c^y9iii^t« wore iiifested wilii iiin^ 
^«8« i^jbiid iiifo]3ner«« On th& 4ig|itest acciKaiioa 
the fir$£ of the ^Roman nobles^ who had governed 
proym<^, cGflCamanded amnes^ apdbfsen adorned 
with the coiuuiar and triumphal omam^ts, were 
chained on the public camagei^i and homed 
iwayto the emperor^s presence* Cociisoatioii, 
t^ile^ or sinij^e death, were este^mted ^ncominosi 
instapces of his lenity. Som^ of the unfortunate 
suflferers he ordered to be «ewed up in the hides 
of slaughtered animals, others to be exposed to 
wild beasts, others ^gain to be beaten to dea]th 
with clubs. During the three years of his reign, 
he, disdained to risit either Rome or Italy, Hi^ 
camp,'' occasionally removed from the banks of 
the Rhine to those of the Danube, was the seat 
QjEhis stem despojjsm, which trampled on every 
principle of law and justice^ and was supported 
by the avowed power of the sword *• . No man 
< T4 of 

* The wife of Meximin, by insinuating wise ccunsels with lb- 
male gentleness, sometimes brought b^ck the tyrant to the way 
of truth and humanity. See Ammiaiius MatceTlfnus, Y. *W.' c." 1. 
where he alludes to the fact which he had more fully related uxu 
der ,the reign of the Gordians, We may collect from the medals^ 
that PauUina was- the name of this benevolent empress ; and 
ftotti the title of Bff^, t Jrat ^he died be^bre-'MJixlhttrt. ( Valesiui 
ad loc, cit. Ammian*) Spanheim de U. et P, K; t6hL ii* p.-'6«0; • 
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4b6 THSi^MIXllIBlCHNDliSAJUD 

'iWDj ftiiitfaB/MwtxifA Ramaliitoi^^ 
itfae udoR'of tthos^ :kn£itotxcUdEsioQ%davbdi0ttd 

.. A As long ja9 ti^ ^ f^tHtllX Dfi jMi^mlfloWMic^- 

,/ , iipcMc themsclw55 to .tfee,i»pri?^^«f ,fe 

-'^ ' . body of thp i>fJople ww^ :*?iF:;8Hife(ailgfeiWi$h 

tyrajat*^,aywi^»;Stinwl*tedi by t:bi?;ip9;sfiate.4?fiif:ps 
ji" the §Ql(l%r8^^t ieRgtJi^ttac|^e4 tj]ue ^piil^lig.pfo- 
perty . Every jpity of the ^mpir<?^»rji$. possessed of 

jLti independent i^eFenue, de$tiQe4 ,to purchase 
corn for the nj^ultitude, apd to svjpply the e^^pj^npes 
(pf the gi^mps ^nd entertainments. By a single 
act of, authority, the whole mas? of wealth was 
at once confiscated fpr.the use of thejuiperial 
treasury. The temples were strij^d of their 
iiiost valuable pfFerings of gold and, silver, and 
the statues of gods, Jieroes, and enlperors)/were 

^ 'melted down and coined into money, ' These im- 
pious orders could pot b|5 executed without tu- 
mults and massacres, ^s in many places the people 
chose rather to die ip the defen<:e qf their altars 
th^ to behold in the tnidfit of peaiee their cities 
exposed to the rapine and cruelty of War,^^ 'The 

• soldifers themselves, among whotn thii sic^le- 
gious plunder w^ distributed, received it with a 

, l^lush ; 

<; ^:fie wasxGuaqsarad to Spaitacus and AtlKsnio. Hist. A'^^S^^^* 
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huxnan kiild^Ofll^eatafeifpii^^r^^acftiiofapn^ 




^ tfoiixif V^ch ^ttld ' have strij)j)ed tiiem "6£%x 
the gteatet jiart of* tbeit patrfmpriy. In this ex- 
' trenrity, jt resolution that riiust either cdrhplele 
or ptev^nt their riiin, was dictated 1)y despair. 
'A respite^pt three days, pt^tained with diifficulty 
\from thp' rai)acious treasurer, was employed iix 
coilectin^.fe their estates a -great nurober of 
slaves ancTj^e^^ blindly devoted to the com- 

mands /^^ and arip^d with the rjistic 

'yeapoQs of ;clubs and axes. The leaders of the 
Vcompir^^^^ fsi)itj^ ^ere kdmitte.d to, the ^udi^jT^cc 
■^^fl$\^^ him Vith tke 41^5^5 

'"''Herodian, 1. vii. p. S38. .Zasim. I. i.p. 15. 
f In the fertile territory of Byzacium^ one hundred and fifty 
mk^, to t&e south <iof . Carthage. This, Cilj^^^^firoG j^eeorati^,- pro* 

ffcaWy 
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Q^'^^* da^ <>f rebeiibfi agaimt the- somdeh^ ^ite 
▼tt* Roman empire. They re^d ttewr kopear on. dub 
" " hatted <)f mankind againttMamriafKraiid tli«^» 
j^iciously resolved to oppose :tol)(fcfaat^detekedr 
tytant, an emperor whose stuld ^sitisesHhttli ab«[ 
iteady acquired the love ahd esteem of l^|{R4)«$ 
ihans, and whose authoiitrfover the pt?o(itecii« 
Would give weight and stability to the entetpctida 
Gordianus, their proconsul, and the object o£ 
thfeir choice, refixsed, with unfeigned rfeloctaiic^^ 
the dangerous feonour, and begged with tears^^ 
that they would suffer him t6 terminate i& peWe- 
a kmg and innocent life, without stcuning ht&> 
feeble age with civil bloods Their nienaee^^ 
compelled him to accept the Imperial purple, 
Ms only refuge indeed against the jealous cruelty 
6f Maximirt; since, according to the reasoning of 
iytants, those who have been esteemed worthy* 
df the throne deserve death, and those who de* 
liberate have already rebelled *• 

Character The family of Gordianus was one of the most 

and clevi- «, . ^ i -n ^^ n ^' % 

tioo of the iHustriotis of the Roman senate. On the father •« 
4iaw?^' side,' he was descended from the Gracchi; cfn 
his mother's, from the emperor, Trajail. A 
gieat estate enabled him to support the dignity 
of his, bifth, and, in the enjoyment 6f it, he 
^splayed an elegant taste, and beneficent dis-: 
position. The palace in Rome, formerly inha,' 
bited by the great Pompey, had been^ diMfing 

seyetal 

baHy by the Gordiails, wltb the title of tolcny, and with! ai fine 
amlmfthe^trev vvfiid^ is still HVa wry perfect stale* S«e Itkieisir*. 
Wesseling, p\59. andShaw's Travels, p. iI7. ...♦., /a 

* Herb^fui, L vix. p. 339. Hist, Atigost. p. 163* 
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tatitM gcncralaoas».ib the pcfi3es«t(Ma of .C^ed^'^ p»i.AW. 
fittfaiJjn^^ mM war dBBtjtnguisfaed by ancicsit -toi-i W* 
pfaib iaf jnanrkl vk^ories^ fliod decorated with t^^ 
"d^otfcsrjbf I'oilodem pamttxiq;. His viUi^ on the - 
rdadito*Pr9enest)e,Hvias ctdebnited for batlis of sin-* 
gttfar btfauty and cKtseat^ for three stately rooms 
of aaaimadred feet intength^ atid for a magnificent 
portico^ supported by two bondred ccdumnsof 
the ^four most carious and codtly sorts of mar-* 
ble f , The public shows exhibited at his ex- 
pence, and in which the people were entertained 
with many hundreds of wild beasts and gladia- 
tjbft J, seem to' surpass the fortune of a subject ; 
and whilst the liberality of other magistrates 
was confififed to a few solemn festivals in ]Kom6, 
the magnificence of Gordian Was repeated, when 
he was aedile, every month in the year, and ex-, - 
tended, during his consulship, to the principal 

cities 

* Hist. Aug, p. 1 52. The celebrated ho\if t of Pompey «i ^rtVtV 
-was usurped by Marc Antony, and consequently bt^calIle, after 
the Triumvir's death, a part of the ImperiaLdDttiain. The emperoc 
Trajan allowed and even encouraged the rich Senators to put- 
chase those magnificent and useless places (Plin* Pa^egy^ric ^ 
.50.) : and it may seem probable, that, on this occasion, Pompey *s 
house came into the possession of Gordian's great grandfhtheri 

f The Claudian, the Numidian, th«? Carystian, and the Synsvit' 
dian. The colours of Rome marbles have been faintly described 
and imperfectly distinguished. It appears, however, that the 
Caryistlan was a sea-green, and that the rnarble of S^-nnad^ was 
white mixed with oval spots of parple. See Salmasms ad Hist. 
August, p. ld4. 

i Hist. Au^st* p« 151, 19S. He sometijii^ gave fiveJiuAdred 
pair of Gladiators, never less than one hundred and fifty. He . 
once gave for the use of the Circus one hundred Sicilian, and aQ 
many Cappadocian horses. The animals designed for hunting 
were chiefly bears, boar§, buAs, 3tags, elks, wild asses, &c« £]e^ 
phants and liQn9 seem to have bi^en approprifited to Ixn^i'rhl 
magnificence. 
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^ THE i^i^w^xiw^igisi: ^O 

^ii. uwintioned dSgftity, -By-Od^iBS^^a^^^ J9i»I 

•"^ ander ; Foir hepossdisdBtlW'^fl^nttfen tlia«^6f 

acqmiing'the- csteeni dF^¥iifttfifes^i{aTi4i;^4raf[: 

Jife was iWi6eerifly iperft'iri tif^-^fti^j^ tf4b«Ws 
and the peaceful ^hdribtiitf bl^'RoiAii ;^ a««P/M^ 
Was nafeied* pr<)Constfl ^^Mri^^ftht-H'e^SfP^ 
the senate arid tKfe ij^l^^tifeb^^iBcSiii^aP*] 
he appNeais pradently tb^'h**rfe^detl*nfedihe'c^^ 
;^, mandrfarmiei^ilthe'^oift^ 

J : linder«^he^«ddiinfed^ati<«i of l^mmby rtipiv^ 
seata^^^ wi^ thenibafWoiflis iMBodaiinihad 
iffini^iidhl die 'llsroiid^ Gcnrdiaims aUimated the 
aoseiies wHch he '^ira^ unahk to.pi!^y#iit.v When 
he f eiiict^il^iu^epted dae purple; he was aWwf 
f<x^C0£t ^^aw Did ;^ a Jast aiid valuable xemmps 
& the hafqpy age of die Aptoniaes whose virtui^ 
lie reived in^lw own qcmdmct^ and celebmted m 
^ii elegant fbsm of thirty books. ^ With the ve^* 
fi^l^ble^plQCon^lr his soti, i^ho had acccnnpanied 
hmt iSto AfiSca^^s his lieutenant, was likewise 
declaimed eifiperor. His manners were less pure; 
%fifet Ins i^ataGteip was equally amiable with that 
df 'his f&thfer* T^ehty^Jtwo acknowledged* com 
<Sftfees^,-afid d Ubfaiy^C s^^^ thousand vd^^ 

tefiSic^; att^fetei the variety of Im inclimtlons ; 
koA from the productions which he left behind 

him, 

i .>:i^ ■:-;.. —>> /vi" ;/' , ; •;' . .;. •; - •' '' w» 

* See the original letter, in tlie A«gu$tan Hi§tor;^, ^p^ 152, 
which at once shews Alexander's respect for the authority of the 
senate.and his esteem for the proconsul appointed by that assem- 
bly. 
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O0ivinof€mhage.; iXW Wl!i» Tmi««y^?ivHktite 
acdamatiom of the Afm^nsi^ wI^hQixo^ii^ Jtb^r 
'rfirtvfes, and- who^ since the rfeit Mt ISj^nm^ 
had ney&t'hthtld iht mzje^ 
pevot. But tU^^se vain acclamations neithot 
8fi?seiigdiened nor confirmed the title of die Gfur^ 
diate« They were induced by prinoiple, as wqU 
as interest, to soUcit the approbati<m of tht 
senate ; ^nd a deputation of the notiest pr<nriiifef 
oials was sent, without delay/ to Rome, to jfela^ 
and justify the conduct of their country moHi, wh<^ 
having long suffered with patience, wer^ at length . 
resolved to act with vigour. The letters of t^ 
new pirinces were modest and respectful, excusing 
the necessity which had obliged thetm to ac^pt 
jthe Imperial title ; but submitting the»r e^e^gki^ 

-• ■ mi 

* By each of his concubines, the younger Gordian left three 
or four children), His literary productions, though less numerous, 
were By ho means conjeitiptibf^. ' ; t 
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CHM<^f ail&thtir blot id tlM* siifMmerjv^nievjhMij^ 

^ '^* ' The incHfi^tioi)^ pf tfe?* senate w«:^^;Oei|b»© 
ntiG^k doubtful xm: divided. Tb^ iMcth^^ n<^lq^^^ 
S^gI^^ "aaces of the Gogrdiansbad uitw^i^ly coua^^tpA 
1 1 them with the mast iUustriQus h^iiiise^ of B^pfflieu. 
Their fortune had created many 4?P^^^^i*^t9j,ia 
tliat assembly^ their merit hajd ^quired -Xi^py. 
firiends. Their mild admipistpatip^n opened ^hft 
flattering prospect of the restora|ioi;i^ ;[K>t mly.o^ 
the civil but even of the republiqarj government* 
The terror of mihtary vioknpe, whigh hadfirsX 
obliged the senate to forget the murder of AJ^x- 
ander, and to ratify the election of a barbarian 
peasant f , now produced a contrary effect, andt 
provoked them to assert the injured rights of 
freedom and humanity. The hatred of Maximia 
towards the senate was declared and implacable; 
the tamest submission had not appeased his fury^ 
this; rhost cautious innocence would not remove 
his suspicions ; and even the care of their own 
safety urged them to share the fortune of an en-» 
terprise, of which (if unsuccessful) they were 
sure to be the first victims. These considerations, 
and perhaps others of a more private nature, 
were debated in a previous conference of the 
consuls and the magistrates. As soon as tlieir 
resolution v^s decided, they convoked in tfee 
temple of Castor the whole body of the senate, 

' according 

* Herodian, L vii. p. 543. Hist. August, p. IH- * 

t Q-uod tamen patres dum periculosum ^xistimaat ; inenjaieF 
mato resistere appix^averuut. Aurelius Victor, 



t Q.uod tamen patres dum pencuiosum e:sasii 
wmato resistere appix^averuut* Aurelius Victor. 
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(M'^ttJR KOfiSAM WtPWaS: 00^ 

culated to awaken their attention, and to dodeeal vny 
dlttii- >aec^f^«js. '"^^ eo^erit>t Mhets;' said the ' " ■ / " " ^ 
e«iteul^!9jrlfenusf, **'the two Gordians, both of ^ ^ 

•^^ (cdnisfala1^ dlgrtfty, the one yotir ptoconsul, the *';', 

** other your Heuteiiant, have been declared em- ' ^ 
**^*per6l^ by the'general consent of Africa. Let 
*' us return thanks," he boldly continued, " to 
" the yoiith of Thysdrus ; let us return thanks/ 
^ to the faithful people of Carthage, our gene- 
** roiis deliverers from an horrid monster — Why 
** do you hear me thus coolly, thus timidly? 
** Why do you cast those anxious looks on each 
" other? why hesitate? Maximin is a public 
** enemy I may his enmity soon expire with him, 
" and may we long enjoy the prudence arid feli- 
" city of Gordian the father, the valour and con- 
** stancy of Gordian the son f !" The noble ar- 
dour of the consul revived tlie languid spirit of 
the senate. By an unanimous decree the elec- and de- 
tion of the Gordians was ratified, Maximin, his Ma^mai 
son, and hi^ adherents were pronounced enemies * p^^^ 
of their country, and liberal rewards were offered 
to whosoever had the courage and good fortune 
to destroy them. 

-, During thc^ emperor's absence, a detachment Assume* 
af the PiBBtorian guards remained at Rome,, to mandof 

protect, f^"-, 

'v 

* Even the servants of the house, the scribes, &c. were ex- 
cluded, and their office was filled by the senators themselves. 
We are obliged to. the Augustan History, p. 159, for preserving 
this curious example of the ojd discipline of the commonwealth- 

t This spirited speech, translated fvoai the Augustan ^ist9- 
rian, p. 156, seeihs transcribed by him from the orig;iual regis- 
iSers of the senate. , 
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^— ^^••^aifimiii, by tile dictitf'V^t|l'"Wy«fc |j|^***HI'^*^ 
olM^yed, EfM! even tatV€inMA,^'€Re''e^aa htMdkih'l 
of the tyrant, tin AtMfi 9itA cbMl^^ 
authbrity of the senate mS fte IVtJs V tfii?^*^-^**'' 
nators, from a state of daiigci' atid Stt^lJiS 
Before thcii* rtsolves'had tmnspirea/a qua^;d3^''-^ 
and some tribunes were coritaA^iifneA to take ffis^' * 
devoted life* They executed the ord« wflf^qual^ ' 
boldness and* success ; and, with their Woodj^' 
daggers in their hands, ran through tHe streets, '* 
proclaiming to the people and the s6ldiiers, the 
news of the happy revolution. The enthiisiasm 
of liberty was seconded by the jpromise of a large ** * 
donative, in lands and money; the statues of ;""^ 
Maximin, were thrown down ; the capital of tjbie 
empire acknowledged, with transport, the autho-'J^. 
rity of the two Gordians and the senat^ *y .?J^4 . , 
. the example of Rome was followed by tlje r^t ,r, 
of Italy. ,, . 

^[^•^ ^ A new spirit had arisen in that aasenibly , whatp : 
civil war long patience had been insulted by wanton d^n ; : 
, . .f0tism>aiMl military Ikence. Tl^ senaPbe assu««4 ^ 
'^ the xms of ggyernao^Qt, and, with a.ealm iatt^f < > 
pidil;y,:pi)epa3r^ to vindicale by a^^ms the cauM^ fj 
p4 ii?f«k»ii* Among the consBkr mmttors «s^ l > 
ConsneiMkd by ;their merit and servioes. latfae: ' 
favouc of the emper<»r Akxauder, it was eaay^ tSo - 
$elegt;twciiity, not unequaf to the command of/ 
an army, and the conduct of a war. To these 

■ .;■> -- ^ 1 -- -^-^ ^- W^ ^ 

■ .. - -^ ' •. 

* H«rodian, I. vii. p. 344. 
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c^fm^^jiimiimmifm: ^ ^»»^ 



a^lMW «»rf»*^^fW4i?fe«fi»%f^ ^ Italian ^^--^ 
]^t)^!WM»^ «J«SM$^i^2ife^ .#P* PW^ »ad. 

the g||S^; i ]| y s|! ^ * « ;/^^^ f^n^^liaa a»d «ques- 
tri^iif^iji^^s^^ to 

the jg|)^^<»^ ig^^^.^^sg^ fif^yimGS^ eamcsUyj 
*^^^W*f^^ of their 

Gouiit;Qrj #H^ -^ rs?fupi: tb<e nations of their an- 
cient^ ti^^ gl^^f^enc^ship with. the. Roiwn senate 
and people. The general respect with which 
these deputies were' received^ and th^e zeal of 
Italy and the provinces in fayour erf" the senate, 
sufficiently prove that the. subjects of Maximiri 
were. reduced to that uncommon distress, in 
which the body of the people has more to fear 
from oppiressidn than ftom resistance. The con-* 
scioiasnessof that melancholy truth, inspires a ' 
degr46 of perseveting fury, seldom to be found 
in those civil. wars which are artificially supported 
fbr the* benefit of a few factious and designing 
leaders-^; \ 

Fdr while liie i^use of the Gordiafls was em* 



brae^with isuoh diffusive ardour, the Gt>rdiatis tte^w^ 
themsislves were ao moce.* The feeble court of ^^^*~- 
Carthage was alarmed with the rapid appiroach of si fidf, * 
CapdBanuSj governor of Mauritania, whoj with la «? 
small band of veterans, and a fierce host of bar- ^ ' 
\foL;L U bariaiK, ' 

* Ifcrodian, L vil p, 347. I. viii, p. StJJ^ Hist, August, 
p. 1 58— 158. 
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c H A ^« teiiaas^ aittadced a fiMt^!^ but^ ii]^lfwl]i|^i]9P>r 
VII. yii2ce. The jounger Gordian ^^l^cd, f>v^jtq qsqtt 
'• - ^^^' Uie enemy at the head of. a £b^ gu^^ v^<^ 
numerous andisciplin^mullHude, ^djf^^fdijn 
the fC9fieBal J^uiy of^ Can|uige« Hi^, usel^ 
yalour served only to procure him an honourable 
death in the field of hatde. His aged father, 
whose reign had Bot ^exceeded thirty-six day&r 
put an end to his life on the first news o^ the 
defeat, Carthage, des^tute^pf defen<;:e« opeiied 
her gates to the conqueror, and. Africa was ex* 
posed to the mpacious cruel^ of a slave, .oUigod 
to satisfy his unrelenting ma|^t;cr with a large ac* 
count of bipod and treasure % 
Election of Xhe fate of the Gordians filled Rome with j>ist^ 
sJl^i^. but unexpected terror. The senate convot^od in 
BM i^r the ^jje temple of Concord, affected to transact the 
»ih juV- common business of the day; and seoned to der 
cliae, with trembling anxiety, the consideration 
of their own, and the public danger* A sileot 
consternation prevailed on the asaembly, till a 
senator, of the name and ^mily of Trajan, a- 
wakened his brethren from their fatal leihargy^ 
He represented to them, that the choice of cau- 
tious dilatory measures iiad been long since out 
of their power; that Maximin, implaoable. by 

nature. 



* Herodian, 1. viL p. 254, Hist, August, p, 150 — 160. We 
may observe, that one month and six days, for the reign of 
Gordian, is a just correction of Casaubon and Panvinius, instead 
6f the absurd reading of one year and six 0)onths» Se^ Oi>m- 
mentarw ^.193. Zosimus relates, L i. p. 17. tliat the two Qor^ 
dians perished by a tempest in the mids^ of tli^ij- i^vigatipn. 
A strsuige ignorance 9f history, or a strange abuse of meta* 
phgrs ! 
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«mtbite";^ai^«fek?ii^ratfetf T^y injufJfeiv #as«hran* 6 n AJ p. 

f(kd6 ofifk^enrpiik f ahd ^hat their enl;Jr.remam- 
tttf alteWtttivel^'i^i «^ 'fe itteet hitti bravely 
HiWB field, or mfieiy-^ofexfiAct <k€ t^ and 
Igtloihttiniotis^eath tfesctS^ed fcfcr- unsucq^sfol *-. 
beffion. "We haVfc'fcfSt,'^*continvied he, ** two 
^ fei^ceUent prfncJftiV l^t unless We d«Sert our- 
^' Selves, the hopes of the repefblJi feivc tiot pe- 
^ iMitd with the Ciot^iaiiisf. Many iwe the sc- 
*• natdrs, i^ose virtues tew^e dcscrred, and whose 
^ ibiiities wotild sustairr, the Impetial dignity. 
•* Lfefl us elect two emperors, one of -whom may 
" conduct the war against the* ptibKc enemy, 
^ Whilst his colleague remains at Rome todkect 
•* the divil administration, lohcerftiflycscposemy- 
** self to the danger and envy of the nomination, !, 
** and give my vote in favour of Maximui and 
** Balbinus. Ratify my thoice, conscript fathers, 
** or appoint, in their place, others m6re wotthy 
*' of the empire.'*' The general apprehension 
silenced the whispers of jealousy ; the merit of 
the candidates was universally acknowledged; 
and the house resounded with the isihcere accla- 
mations, of ** long life and victory to the empe- 
*^ rors TMaximus and Balbinus. You are happy 
** inthe judgment of the senate; maytherepub- 
" lie be happy under your administration * !" 

U2 Thq 



* See the Augoslan History, p. 166, from the registers of tlie 
senate ; the date is confii^ssHUy faulty, but tl^ fcoincid^^ace of 
the Appolinftrian games f^nables us to cotrcct it. '> - ; 



ittit 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

.;• *' "■ ^ .'" ^^:'■:^ 2:rx "hi 
The virtues and the reputation of ^the new cm, 
perors justified the iabktkn^iiitiif^iit^i^-^ 
Roman?: The various' liatirfe'^^^ iSi|p'*aftlrife 
seemed to appropriate tb ikc^' Hfe j^^ 
partment of pea^cip ahd v^dit^^wkhouil^Vi^^^ 
fer jealous cmulatidxi; B^lbinus was 4ri^^dtoi*^A 
orator, a poet of distinguished fattie, Hhd'^ vt^'e 
magistrate^ who had extrcijed with mhB<!*bce 
knd applause the civil jiir^dictioii in alftiost'lll^lfe 
ititerior provijlcfes of thefertip'Irii. ' His blrrifi ^isft 
noble *, his fortune afflufent, his mamiers^iifeeraJ 
and affable. In him the Ibve o^ |>leasu?e'^wal; 
correded by a seme of dignity, nor had the habits 
of ease dfepiiv^d' him of a capacity^ for busiftew. 
The inind'of Maximus was formed in a rdughdr 
mmildV * By his vklour and abilities he had raised 
himself ^frdin the mearo?st orfgin to the first emi 
ploymerits of the state and army. His victori^ 
fever the Sarmatians and the Germans, tlie dusi 
terity of his life, and the rigid impartiaH*y^of liis 
justice, wlrilst he was Praefect of the city, coirii 
mundfed the esteem of a people, whose affd^diij^ 
were engaged in favour of the mom- a^iniabk 
Balbinus* The two colleagues had both bein 
' •• ': ■\ , •.- '■ .^coj^iSU 

- 1 ■ '•• : ■• • . : : ': .-^.. .-Jt' 

. * H^ was descendeil from Corneous ,Qa|b»5y a i^^e 4f j^anjacd, 
and the adopted son of Theophanes the Greet histbriaii. Balbus 



iibtaiiied the freedom of Rome b^ the favour of Pompey, and pre- 
served it bv the eloquence of Cicero (see Orat. pro Cornel. Balbo). 
yhe frien^hlp of Cfaesair (Ito whonj he rejid^rq^ jt^e j|p$;(^impQKu 



tant Secfet services in the civil war) raised Him tp^tlie consu^liij 
and the pbn^klcate, hoiiours never yet possessed "by ^?>^kSri 
The nepnW df tl^iis B^bus triumphed over th€ ^aramant^t^^S 
Dictionnaire de BiyteJ au mot Ballms^ where he dist5n™^s 
\m iihretA t^wimisf^of that ftanic, and rectfftiej,* *^ith ii^tstial 
adciifacj^, the ii&taTfcfe dfforiiier writers cotrc^rhTilf tii^i^^-.^ , 
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UA'^i Q'4L i.:MD.ia mil ^ -s^i 

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^ 29J 

ab^i^P%4 'Mifti ^S^.i^: learned amopg i^ - -f^: 
^^^ii^SH^^^S^.pf tlje-^sena^^j.^^drinq^ the ^''£^' 
^BP//^?r Myi;SH^^^K^^^^^^ seventy.four ye^rs 
|o|^ ^fl^f^^^ ^^ .^f^kift!^^^^^ ^^? full^ipaturity.oF 

^f ^^f ^ the^ sepajt^ , ^e^d iponferred pn Maximus Tmmiit at 



Rdme. 



.^n4 f^ijimtian ppw^^^jthp title qf Fathers of their g« oowii- 
SQUj^jl^^ ,^U(J.t^^^ of Supreme Pontifl^ ^ c^; 

tjK^y^as^pijdpdt^ Csjfpitol^to pturp thanks jto 
(hp^jgodf, >prpte9^tQy5;.pf Rpme^t^ ^ The. solemu 
rit<?^ , ofj :^^crific;e were jdistiirbed h^ % sedition 
pf the. . peopfe^ . The ; licentious multitude np)- 
^her loye^d the rigid IVlaxiiiius^ nor (ii4 they suS- 
c^ie^tly^^fear the mild and huinaiie B^lbinu^j 
Xbeir increasing numbers syxrounded the t^ipp^ 
of Jupiter ; ^idi obstinate clairipurs they asj^rted 
thfi^r inh^erei^t right; of consenting to the ejection 
pf thei^sQvereign ; ,wd demanded, mih an ap- 
pftr(snt;;iiaoderatipn, that besides the t$ro einpe* 
fpfst chosen by the senate, a. third should be added 
pf.the £*#xily pf the Gordians, as: a ju^t return 
ct£ ;g3»titude to those princes who had sacrificed 
their lives for the republic. At the head of the 
ti}J3^^^ai^s, ap^^^^ youth of th? equestrian 

-'^kU ' •//•'!- '-^ ••• "U 3 .r;..' ■: : V- ; ordeiL 

■.oj:.:U »'.;ic:/ c r/f ■-l* -•■. ■ • .: -. ■ ; .i' ..•:• •>■/. -.7 

-^^^'*KoK^j&S'i(i\^ Sai'linlb depeftdehcels' tpfofe^ 

iti'th'e g^iitlioiity ota modern Greek, so grossly igixpraiit of tlie 
insicitv'pt tfie t^'ircf ceieitiirj^^ that he Creates \ s^y^rai ittjagi^^^/ 
eiiSpeire^iiaiid'^^^^ those^ who really ^^i$^^i; !^['';'}f^^ !" , ^ 

convofcedm,tJb"e Gapitol, and is very/eipou^ni ^^ |h« pc^!?;ptt^ 
The Augustan History, p. 1 16, seems much more authentic^ 
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a94 THE UECLBflB AMD .FAIO' 

c H A f. Qxdex, Maximus and Bidfaimisj attexnft^d Xo^i^M ' 
VII. their way through the seditioua^altitiiii^v.. Hbfi 
^- " imiltitudc, armed with sticks and stdnos, 4^^^^^^ 
them back into the CapitoL > It is^ pnodept Jto 
yield when the contest^ whatever maybe th^isilife 
<^ it, must be iiatal to both parties. A boy, only 
thirteen years of age, the grandson of Uto eUier, 
-and nephew of the younger, Gofdian, was {to- 
duced to the people, invested 'v^th the omddlaibnts 
and title of Caesar. The tumult^ wai appe^s^sd 
by this easy ^condescension ; and ibe two empe- 
rors, as soon as they had been peaceably adkoow* 
ledged in Rome, prepai-ed to defend Italy against 
the common enemy. 
preprnTto Whilst in Rome and Afi^ica revolutions^ snc- 
attackthe ccedcd cach other with such amazing ra];»dity^ 
thdrcm- the mind of Maximin was agitated •by the most 
•***"• furious passions. He is said to havfe received the 
news of the rebellion of the Gordi^ns, and of the 
decree of the senate against him, not with the 
temper of a man, but the rage of a wild beast j 
which, as it could not discharge itself on the dis- 
tan}: senate, threatened the life of his spn, of his 
friends, and of all who ventured ta approach his 
person. The grateful intelligence of the death 
of the Gordians was Quickly followed by tlie 
assurance that tUe senate, laying as^ all hopes 
of pardon or accommodation, had substituted |^ 
t,h(?ir room two emperors, with whose ifieitithe 
could not be unacquainted. Revenga^wa^ the 
anly consolation left to Maxiniih, and rcTvenge 
could only be obtained by arms. The streagth 
of the legion^ had been assembled by ^exajid^r 

from 
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flfeto^tt^sarfsrtf theeta^ire. Three sricces^fid ch atf* 
WAipaigbf^a^ailxst^tlie Gemiains aird the Sarma;:-. tm^ 
tiSx^^ hair^imA -ihstt &me, confinHcd th«ir *— ■v"*'^ 
^di6<ti{dliie^ and *ven ihoreilscd their numbers, by 
it^mgrlte'raiaito; writbrtike flower of the barbarian 
ycwttii cflfte 1^ rrfiMaisHtoin had been ii^em.m 
;ic^, affi ttie: ctodrd se^rity of history cannot 
refb^e/him the Valour of a soldier, or even the 
abififcfejs of an feicperienGed general*. It might 
. nalii^mUy be expected, tfiat a prince of such a 
ctetmcter, ii^^ead of suffering the rebellion to 
gaih aitabihty by delay, should imnaediately have 
marked froto the banks. of the IJanttbe to those 
ef the Tyber, and that his victorious army, in- 
stigated by contempt for the sena^, and eager to 
gaibber the spoils of Italy, should h^ye burned 
with impatience to finish the easy and lucrative 
Cjcmquest. Y^t as far as we can trust to the ob- - v? 
seure ehromvlogy of that period f^ it appears that 
' U 4 the 

* In Heiodiaa, 1. vii. p. 249, and in the Augustan History, wq 
liave three several orations of Maximin to his armj,.,<withe rebel- 
lion of Africa and Rome: M. de TiUei»ont has very justly ob- 
servecl, that they neither agree with each other, nor with truth. 
Histoire d'es EmpereuTs, torn. iii. p. 7d9^. 

* • H' ThetiDarekssness of thd writers of that age leaves us in, a An- 
gular pe)fplexity. . I. We Jcjjlow that Maximus ajid Balbinus were 
killed dUring the Capitoline gjfrnes. ilerodiah, 1. tiii. p. 285. 
l%e alitb^ity >9fjCei)9orinii^ (d^jPie Natali, €.48.) enaWes u§ to 
fix thqse jgames with certainty to the year 238, but feaves us in ^" ". : 
ignotunce of the month or diy. 3/ The' deetittn of <Jeriiia«>^ 
tfcie.S«»j»^, is fijced, with equal certainty, to the 27th of Ma^; 
but we are at a loss to discover, whether it was in the same or 
the preoeding ' y ear. . TiUemont and Muratori, ^tko nuiimains 
the two opposite opinions, bring; into the field a desultory troop 
o^f authorities, conjectures, and probabiliti<^s. The'oh^ieeiiis *o 
dtaw otiti the other, to contiiact, the- series <>fftv<f»ts b?.Cw^eA 
^those ueriod^, more than can be v»ell reconciled to reason and 
history. Vu t it iifneccssarj^ to ciioos*; bi^tWeenthcdii ■• - --c- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2a<^ Tim^inafiyttlLt^A^iltiSLSO 



that thtt savage ftaciins <il his (^tyitiw&i^hira^ bleifti 
tSiiig^cntQA by the pwcftidf^^l^sctfi^bd hisi^' 
' siMs, hoWeter impttuMis/ ^ulKixiCCeid t0»4teifofbe 
'of resi&ofi, <md that tlie barboriailpDskasfidijBDpik* 
tlang^of the geneioos spiiitdf Sylla^ vdiomib^i^ 
the enemks^ itome^'liefaKeifaeiSiiflRhind .fassondf 
toieveQge.hi&prmteinjcuaes,^^^^^ f . 

Mardief ^ ' WhcH the tHM^B rf Maodip^i:Jadvanc^^^^ 
into Italy excellBUt ocdery amTcd at thcifoot of .^«, Jul«ui 
FdbnJ^. ' Alps/diey were terrified hj^r iheisUepce and ikso- 
lation that reigned da the fBoatiers of itoij. ; The 
^Ubges and open towns bad beenjabahdoned on 
l^eir approach by the inhsdnltants^ liie «:attle wis 
driven a^way, the provisions removed, or destined, 
the lodges broke down» nor wasr any: thing 
left which coidd afford either dielter or sub- 
fiistence to an invader. Such had been the wise 
orders of the generals of the senate ; whose de- 
sign- ^*^s to protract the war, to ruin Uie; army of 
' Maximin by the slow operati(m of famine, and 
to consume his strength in the sieges of the prin- 
cipal cities of Italy, which they had plenlifully 
.;-^bred v^^^ and provisions from the deser^pd 

* oi^tmtry. ' Aquileia received and wtthMn^ the 
Aqwicu. ! first sliocjk of the invasion. The strieams that 

* issued from the head of the Hadriatic gulf, sw^Hed 

r. I -y.-. ■:.-■:■.-■'. . . .:...•,- ._: v^.>y 

: h: y^ VelleiusiPatercteiaB^ hiu C. S4« The pr«sid^ttik Mool|es- 

<^^i^^(in hi9 diak>gne betweea SyiU and Sixi:ates):.e3|preiS»es 

the sentiments of the dictator, in a spirited and evea^a AiiUine 

manner* 
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ttiseL'iimbcflr^ o£>i^ Jibmiidicgs ia^die:«tighusis > obd 
'b^^eori, i9ei(^;^kh^ini^^ he^^attaoked^ibe 

city; . The walfe,^'falteni to dec^y'dmjiaig ttesfe- 
4}%i^f^^ii^ong^peads^ bad been ;hastily rehired . ^^ ., 
on thiS' ^udddoi tmiif gcacy< : ( but rdte .finneaL ds- ^ 
£ssiiee (tf AqoUeia !CQfisifited;7ia' the/^^oQstaxioj/of - ^ii- 
tUe dtizsnap aUattuaks of vBduimv jbost^ 
^diima^d^ i«eie aoaiiosaited bj the »ljE€»ie danger, 
and Hiek Jdiowledge;of the. tyraiit'&iiaaQffeleiUifcig 
, teimpttJib iTbeff.cowage w» supported Andifti- 
. rcctedf bgr Cmpimis ^nd Menophilu^^ twoiof.jfbe 
tseemy Ikittenams of the senate who if\^h/a sn^ 
body; of regtdat troops had thTfOwn themselves ^ 
ibto the. beaieged plwe* The army .of Mauriwawn 
: WA$ repulisod QU, repeiated attacks, bis niaQmnes 

i^ 'Mifhitori fAnnali d* Italia, torn. ii. p. 304.) thinks th^" dielt- 

. iag.Qf t^^ snows suits better with the months of June or July, 

tnan with that of February. The opinion of a man who passed 

.'Us life<hBtweej| the iUpsand the Appennines. is undonbti^y of 

, great weight ; yet I observe, 1. That the long winter, of whichi 

"^MtiratdH takes advantage, is to be found only in tfael^tki version^ 

. . s&!^A l^t in the Greek text of Herodian. 9. That the vicissitude 

of suiis and rains, to which the soldiers of Maximin were ex- 

i posed, (Herodian, 1. viii. p. 377.) denotes the spring rather than 

the summer. We may observe likewise, that these several 

streams as they melted into one, composed the Timavus, so 

•v^eiSbaily (ihr/ every sense of the word) described by VirgiL 

Tfa^ areabowttwelye miles to the eatstofAqmleia. See Cluver. 

'Itittia Aattqna, torn. i. p. 189, &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



en Av. doKBQyed by showers ot we^StM 'feir>^ anf tthe 
i^ii* generofis eothusiasm ofrtlie Aquileianf ^ab'snifci' 

^■'"'^■* ' «d into a coofidinee of suomvs, iliyttiip opiaiwo^ 
tiiM Beleims, thck tativeiRr^deiQr^^oombaisd/ai 
person ia the defcsnoe «(f: hir disiftasscd^wotsdiifh^ 

Cwdoct of The emf^art)!^ Maximus, who had ad\«aiided a^ 
***""'"• I fiur as itassenna, to secure that kaportftnt piace* 
and ta hasten the mltaayr prquurations, hehislil 
the evefit of the war id the. more t^HlMal mmor 
o£ season and ipoHcyr. .H& w«»to&semiUe, that 
ft sii^le ton^n could not cesist the persevermg'ef-- 
forts of a.greatlanny.; and he. dreaded, lest the 
enemy ^. tilled .wijth. the obstiaate mststajoce of 
Aqoiteia* afao)^ on a sudden relinquish, the 
ftuitib^^ sieg«, md march dirscdy towards Roisie; 
The &te of tlie emime and the cause of freedtun 
must then heioommitt^ to the chance c^ a h&ib^ 
tie ; and what a^rois could he oppose to the vele-* 
xm kgions of the Rhine and Itenuhe ? ' Some 
U^iQ^ newly levied among the gweroa& but 
«8Cirvated youth of Italy; and a body ofXSrjs^mm 
l^l^fi^iftries, on whose firmness, in thcvho^ir of 
trial, it was dangerous to depend. In the midst 
of thesje just alarpas, the stroke of domestic con* 
tpiraey punished the crimes of Maxan^n^ and 
d^Uv^red Rome ^nd the senate from the c^l^jii^ 
iMs^that would surely haye. attended the victory 
^ m Qnr^ged b^b^rian. 

The 

4 ^ H^adiany: 1. viii. p^973. The Celtic deity was su^|K>9ed 
tp be iV|^]lo,j»|id r<eoeived uader that name the thanks of th« 
sciu»|ef A: X^mf/h- was likewise bailt to Venus ^e bald, in ho- 
nour of the women of Aquileia, w^ho had given up^ their hair to 
mak^opes for the military engines. 
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eS^.THX/iaOMAN SMPmEi 3^ 

J ^Hwr pe£qSle'.]Q£;Afi|u3teia had scatcelf C(xp$r ,« uab^ 
limced unyimS" it^cGXomon miseries ^f a 9ioge, yu* 
^k;ii)a;gisim^s/iv0]Wi pitetifully stt{)f>lied^> aad l:t^^ 
my^BaX fountaiBS'^thiAithc walls asiui^ ttn^m <)f Manimn 
aip . Hiexhaustibfe Iresourte ef fm^h \i^ter. Th« ^Jl'^^VS; 
soldiers of Maximin were, on the contrary, e^ April, 
posed to *the deoaency of th^ seaaoa, the oon- 
tagiop. of disease, and the^ horrojs^ of famine. 
The 6pen cottntry was ruined, the rivers fiUed 
widi the slain, and polluted with blood. A 
spirit of despair and dtsaSection began to difiuse 
itself among the troops ; and as they were cnl/off 
from all intelligence, they easily believed that 
the whole /empire had embraced the c^use of the 
senate, and that they were left as d^v^ol^ed vic- 
tims to perish under the impregnable waBs of 
Aqufleia. The fierce temper of t^e tyrant was 
exasperated by disappointments, which he impuiir^ 
cd to the cowardice of his army ; and his wantori 
and ill-timed cruelty, instead of striking terror^ 
inspired' hatred, and ^ just desire of revenge. 
A party of Praetorian guards, who trembled 
for %heir wives and children in the caaip-of 
Alba, near Rome, executed ihe sentence of the 
senate. Maximin, abandoned by his guards^ 
was slain in his tent, with his son (whom he had 
associated to the honours of the purple), Anuli- 
nus the praefect, and the principal mtnfeters of 
his tyranny *. The sight of their heads^ borne 

on 

'* H^rodiah, 1. vii. p. 379. Hist. August, p. 149. The ddi>. 
tion of Maximin^d ^^ ^^ no^ ^>^a d^turd with aiueb 9ccura.> 
cv, except ]»y Eutpopius^ who aUovs him three yedrs ^nd a- few 
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sa& ^Mf^tEcii^^A^ii^m 



^ilA^R 



wasf pf otided for the hungry iropbs^^olfMaximi^ 
and the whole army -lomed m solema protesta- 




and BaMnus, ' Such ; Wa^' i^ jdfe%^ 




|uishes a ciyfliied, <yr ^vcn a WmynHeirig. "*^^ 
Jiody was ^Uitecl to^tlfeUouI^'^l^he'^ 
MaxiMri ttcitiLed' tiit me^iire ! of eij:%^ ^et^ 
^hd circums^hces alinost incredibje are related 
of his m^tcjileiss ktrerigth and apj)etite *. Had 
Jie lived In a less enlightened aige, tf aiiition and 
poetry might well have described him' as'otie of 
those monstrous giaiits, whose supernatural jpower 
-Was comtaritly exerted for the destruction of 
mankind, 
fojr of the It is easier to conceive than 'to descri|>e tji^ 
worid. % universal joy of the Roman world on the fa|i of 
the tyrant, th^ news of which is said to have been 
tarried in four days from Aquileia to Btbiiie. 

Tfterret^rft of Makimus was a triumphal prdcies- 

.X :„;■,..:,. •;,:.. . ; .•„. . ... ::r^ ^^ 

.0 iy> '.' : :.^■^,. ■-,.".. . • •. . ^ ■ : '^' ^'-*^ 

darpj (1. iati K>^^e may .depend on the iattgrity of the.ttstt^ a& 
the Latin original 15 checked by tht Greek version of Paeanips. ♦ 
•Bight Roman feet sind one third, which ate 4qual to abov^ 
^^jbtJraglish feet, as the two measures are to each other in the 
proportion of 967 to 1000. See Graves's discourse on the Roman 
foot. We are tojd that M^imin coi;ild drink in a day ^ ampho- 
ra' tWr afeut seven jbHohs bf S?dfte)/ aiid cat^tl^ifty ot; torty- 
pounds of meat, ft cotrld move a loadedv-vrsl^hj weak a 
horse's leg with his fist, crumble stones 4n!hi^ ll»nd^ amitear up 
fmall trees by th^e roots. I^ee his life in the Avtgastan History. 
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to meet him^ and jthe, three ptijpp^s . majie . th^ y4J. 
^^t&^\Tilid iu^ capital^^ttende^ l^y tl^^^jij^^Sj^;, isryrs** 
dbvs 0^-4"^ ^f! Jtaly^saltttod wiw 

tlfie^^pfendid gi^titudp. an4 supeysti- 

tioa^ arid r^feived \vitli, t^^ .a^qlaijiaT 

lions'j^^^^ ^nyd.^peQplp^ wb9 ,pena:^d^ 

themselves iha|. a gpU^i^.^i^ wffuld $Hfi«e4 to ai^ 
age of iron K * T^e c,9»4uct ^ of tlug two err^pe^r 
roi? con^pond^d w^^^ Thisjf 

administered jjvfsti^p p^pi^jTspij j .aj:id tfie nggur pf 
ttje orie was t^p^red by, the Qtljiei^'s ci^jp^j\c^^ 
Tte oppressive taxes witH \«fhigh IVf ^xiiiUR hai 
}oade4 the fiSf'^^^ pf i^henta^^ 
)vere repealed, or at least ni9derated-; jOiscipline 
was revived,, and with the advice /of the se^at;^ 
many wi^e law3 were enacted by their Imperial 
ministers, who endeavoured to restore ^ civf| 
gionstitution on the ruins of military tyranny. 
^* Wh?it reward may we expect for delivering 
Rome from a monster? wa.s. the questioii .,^\,^j 
asked by M^ximus, in a moment of freedom and 
confidence, Balbinus answered it withP^ j^?.^^* 
tatibn, " The love of th^ senate, of the people^ 
** and of all mankind.- ' " Alas !'* replied h^ 
ipore penetrating colleague, t'Alas ! I dread the 
<* hatred of the soldiers, and the fatal effects of 
t* their resentment f/' His apprehensions 'i\fle9» 
bp^ top well justified by fhe eyent \ '/\:\^^'^^ l'^' 
"■•^•" ■ ' '^ -- ^ ■' •■ "••^V. • •■ .'.'Whii^ 



'&e tlte/^O^gratuktorv^^^ ©f Ciavi4ujs •Tuljauus the ,<!8M1, 
t6,yie lwo^.e^p^i;^;rs,ljei tlie AugjistHii ^5%^^ ^^ ^ ,|^. ,';;.;. " 



^lilj t6,^e iviro^. e^p^i;^;rs,, 



j;'-fj.'- 
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Whilst Maximm was pre^rffef to^flireiSrf Ifiily 

at I^me, had been tngA^ in'4^^iiA^ ^Vk^ 
add inimme discords IMb|;»u9^ '«iliA j^dloi^ 
t^gatd in the senate ; and eirite in i^he^^ tcftdptei 
where they assembled, everfsenatoc carried^tther 
•pen ot coaceabd arms* ' In-dte.midisi; of their 
delibetations, twa vMecaSis o£Itl;t^ guards, laduii 
aled either by euriosi^ or a s^ister motrre^ aidsu 
oiously tlmisttfaeiiiseinres ihto^tiseindu^ ast^^ad'^ 
vanced by degrees beyond the ailar<of Yktorvi 
Gallicanus» a consuhcr, andvMaEbems/ia.TiSKto^ 
rtan aena^or, viewed with indignation theii^ inso^^ 
lent intrusicm : drawing their daggezs, they laid 
the spies, for such they dcenied thcnij dead at 
the foot of the ahto, and then advancing to th^ 
door of the senate, imprudently exhorted the 
multitude, to massacre the Praetorians, as the 
sc\;>ret adherents of the tyrant. Those who esc^ed 
the first fury of the tumult took refuge in 
the camp, which they defended with swpecior 
advantage against the reiterated attacks oC the 
people* assisted by the numerous bands of gla- 
diatprsj the property, of opulent nobles. . Th^ 
civil war lasted many days, with infinite loss. an4 
confusion on both ^ides. When the pipes weit;^ 
broken that supplied the camp with water, ij» 
Praetorians were reduced tq iqitolerable distress,; 
but in their turn they made desperate sallies intx) 
the city, set fire to a great number of houses, 
5^ filled th€ streets with the . bjpod ofAk^ . \f}^ 
bitants. The eipperor .BtalbinjiS; attempted^ by 
ineffectual edicts and precarious truces^ to recon- 
cile 
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tfeW^jfJ?W<Jiew4: f^^ wbil^v burnt with re- viu 
^gxMG^ yiple^ce- Tlifj soldiers; detesting tte '•'-"•v-*^ 
^<^B?|(B4ni:tfe€ p§Qptei despised the wea]mc$s of a 
priapice,. who waal^^iiber ibt spirit or the power 
to ccmiuaiatid the obedie&ce, of his subje^ 

After the ty»aiQt- si deaths hiafcrmidableatffliy iHsconteii 
faad stcki^iriedgBd^ fkmx necessity rather than Pr»tonw 
fiom. dioice,^ .the.aaithority of Maximus, who *^'**^** 
ttaii$piHl;ed. himself inthonl idxy to the camp 
before AquiMa*^ As soon 'as he had recdvid 
thar o9^h of fidelity^ he addressed thoa in.temis 
full of mildaess and < moderatisDii ; htattxa^dr ^* 
iher tfadn.atra^gfiod^ the ^Id disorders of tb^ 
ttmes^ and aiisured the ^ddiei^s, tfaati^f' aB tbeif 
pajst coodBct, the senate wot^ remember otdy 
their generous desertion of the tjrant^ iand thek 
voluntary return to their ^uty. MaKimUs en^ ' 
forced his exhortations by a liberal dcuative^ pu- 
fified the camp by a solemn sacrifice of CK^a^ 
Hon, and then dismissed the legioiis to their «e^ 
Veral provinces, impressed, as he hoped, with a 
lively sense of gratitude and nbe^etlce f • 3^ 
nothing could reconcile the haughty spirit c^ the 
3Pr^torians. They attended the emperors oil thi 
melhorable day of their public «mry into Rome; 
Ifut amidst the general acclamations, the BiuXiek 
dejected countenaiKe of the gualds sufficientljr 
ileclared that they considered thenis«{Jr«s iis the 
<ibject, rather than the pattn«r», of ih^ triumph, 
Wl^ii the whole body was united in their cainp, 
those ^ho had served under Maximin, and those 

who 

* Herodiao, !# viii. p. S58, t Herodian, 1. vili. p. SIS. 
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had periihed with ifp^j^fffn lbfMi^«JkMllAdl!9r/ 

long' discord bftween. the itisrih^^nadf rnuliiif^^ 
fOW^ss wa& deeidl^d tqr, a ww« ^ mUdb^difs^ic^^ h 
mer had> obtained a (x»iitdeto.vii:to]7<i The>iok. 
* dien mvtst mom learn ^ fKWj^dootiiiie^'wbiiiis^ > 
sicm to the senile ; «ui whatever ctaMody wai^ ' 
aflbcted by thai pptitic afistnUy, they 'dreaded 
a Am teirtsige,' eolcmmd by thfe name df ^^bd*f 
phne, and justiffied by filir ptetendes of thd pub^ - 
lie good. But their fate vm stiU in their awn 
hands; and if ^th^y had courage to despise the 
vain terrors of an^impotent republic, it >*as easy 
to Convince the world, that those who were mas* ' 
teri of the ann$, were masters of the authority, 
of'the state. 

When the senate elected two princes, it i^ 
nSS. probable^ that, besides the declared reason of pro- 
^ viding for the various emergencies of peaqe and 
war, th6y were actuated by the secret desire of 
weakening by division the despotism of ^he su-r 
preme magistrate. Their policy was efFectuSt, 
but it proved fatal both to their emperors and fQ 
themselves. The jealousy of power was soon eir 
asperated by the difference of character. Maxi« 
mufi despised Balbious.as a luxurious aobk* and 
was in his turn disdained by his colleague as an 

obscure 

* The observation had been maiie impruden^ljr enough in the 

/ acclamations of the senate, and with regard to the soldiers it 

casried the appearanice oC ^ wanton insult,. Hist. August, p. 170. 
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8«»iWnS^^i4v«SBed^hwrt'^m uiiitingtn ati^|^-^ ^* - ^ 
V^jjbibl«*^a8di^ df««fBnefe^a^ifest^ tfidr domi^^ 
»cH: en«mtoni|fafiiempiietMto ctop; The'^ 

ganiBbSi ilnd;!Ji^ ttnpwsTdfrs we^d left almbst abtie^ 
inithe^dlacer ,^Onr a'4?u44^i tfi^y were alarmed a. d sss . 
byithtS^j^jwoacit/of lAvvtwiop of desperate assays xl'^r i'* 
sia&c r^iM»txt G^'Moh^o^hftr's djftuation^oi? de^ 
sigsfe^ ;i for ^ they vifceadjii occupied veiy distant 
apfM:tiaeiniSi/^md4iO) gtte (^sto recei3i^eassi9t^i0e, 
tbf^ M^^^d thei impomut ^ iM^aie^tst ia idl^ * 
d|^Ve^ «i|d fr^iUe^s recriiinii^tipn^i* : T|ie ar- ! 
riyal .qf. the .guards put m e»4 ito> ike^yuiu i 
st^fe. » Xhey seized oa these ,ewp«i:ors of ^ th«r 
senate, for such they called theox .with inalji^^ 
ciws contempt, . stripped them of their garrtv 
ments, and dragged them in insolent ti:iuij?||b, , 
thijough the streets of. Rome, with a design of i.o>,,»a.. 
indictiog a slow and cruel death on these vai^ :, •; "' 
fortunate princes. The fear of a rescue from ^ ' '^ .,! 
the faithful Germans of the Imperial guards, . 
shortened their tortures ; and their bodies man- , 
glqd with a thousand wounds, were left exposed 
to'/t^ insults or to the pity of the populace f- , ^ 
V OL. I. X In ; 



^-DIsGortiiatacitic, et quae intelUgerentur jtotras^tiani vide^! * 
renXvkT., Jiist* August* p, 178. TJiis weU-c)i(>5«A^^^pressi2pn i« . 
prdbatly stolen from some better ^Vrite^. ' 

t H«rodian, 1. viii. p. S87, 388. 
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3o6 THEr JM;Ca>IN£ AND FAIiL 

G H A f . la the apace of a j^w ixipn^i six^pr^i^o^.^ad 
vu. been cut 4^ by the svrord; . Gotdiw, whp ^^ , 
'' -v""^ already received the title of Ca^ar, ^a^ the onjy, 
ooniian pcr^H that occuTTed to the soldiers; as pepper .to 
^^^ fill the vacant, throne*. They carried him tq 
ror. the camp, and unanimouslysaluted him Augustus 

and Emperor, His name was dear to the sejiatfe 
and people ; his tender age promised a long im- 
punity of military licence ; and the submission of 
Rome and the provinces to the choice of. the 
Praetorian guards, saved the republic, at the ex- 
pence indeed of its fireedom and dignity, from 
the horrors of a new civil war in the heart of the 
capital f . 

As the third Gordian was only nindteen years 
uidTirtmef of age at the time of his death, the history of his , 
of ootditn. jj£g^ ^^j,^ j^ known to us with greater accuracy 
than it really is, would contain little more than 
the accouiit of his education, and the conduct of 
the ministers, who by turns abused or guided the 
simplicity of his unexperienced youth. Immedi- 
ately after his accession, he fell into the bands of 

his 

* Q.aia non aliuserat in pracsenti, is the expression of the Au* 
gustan History. 

t ^uintus Curtius (1. x, c. 9.) pays an elegant compliment to 
l^e emperor of the day, for having, bv his happy accession, eji- 
tlnguished so many firebrands, sheathed so many swords, and 
put an end to the evils of a divided government. After weigh- 
jng with attention every word of the passage, lam of opinion, 
that it suits better with the elevation of Gordian, than with any 
other period of the Roman History. In that case, it may serve 
to decide the age of Gluintus Curtius. Those who place him 
vnder the first Caesars, argue from the purity of hu style, but are 
embarrassed by the silence of Quintilian, in his accurate list of 
Roman historians. 
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OP^ ITffi ROMAN JMPlttlE. 3d7 

hist tti6thefireUftucfti, that pernicious VePtftin bf c * x^. 
the Eakt'/ wfifcr, since the days of Elagabalus, had vit. ' 
infested the Roman palace. 6y the artful con- *--' y.^^'' 
splracy of these wretchfels, an impenetrahle veil ' 
was drawn between an innocent prince and his 
oppressed subjects, the Virtuous disposition of 
Gor4ian was deceived, dnd the honours of the 
empire sold without his knowledge, though in a 
very public manner, to the most worthless of 
mankind. We are ignorant by what fortunate 
accident the emperor escaped from this ignomi- 
nious slavery, and devolved his confidence on a 
minister, whose wise counsels had no object ex- 
cept the glory of his sovereign, and the happiness 
of the people. It should seem that love and learn- ^'^r ?*^- 
ipg introduced Misitheus to the favour- of Gor- t»tionof 
dian. The young prince married the daughter ^'»*^^**"' 
of his master of rhetoric, and promoted his fa- 
ther-in-law to the first offices of the" empire. 
Two admirable letters that passed between them 
are still extant. The minister, with the conscious 
dignity of virtue, congratulates Gordian that he 
is delivered from the tyranny^ of the eunuchs *, 
and still more that he is sensible of his deliver- 
ance. The emperor acknowledges, with an a- 
miable confusion, the errors of his past conduct ; 
and laments, with singular propriety, the misfor- 
tune of a monarch, from whom a venal tribe of 
X 2 courtiers 



-* Hist. August, p. 161. From some hints in the two tett<»ts, 
I should expect that the eunuchs were expelled the palace, ^vith. 
out some degree of gentle violence, and that young Gordian ra- 
ther approved of, than consented to, th|eir djjigrace. 
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ThePer- 
$mn wir. 
A.IX S43. 



^08 fni£ i»:eLiNE and ball 

Q H A p; couitie79 perpetuaUy lab^)r^,to HodHeefil tdie 
*'▼«• .tfuth ■*, -'^ • ' 'i; -I'r.v K:-: ./u^t h 

The life of Misith^us had- bfee» spent ifl/<he 
profession of letters, nbt of attt« ; y*t^^aAwas 
the versatile genius of t^t gteat Wan, tlittt, ^Wlsen 
he was appointed Praetorian ptferffect, ' hfe' As- 
charged the military duties of hi^ plade witfKvi- 
gour and ability. The Persians had intifled 
Mesopotamia, and threatened Ahtioch. By the 
persuasion of his father-in-law, the young em- 
peror quitted the luxury of Rome, opened, for 
the last time recorded in history, tte temjple of 
Janits, arid marched in person into the East, bn 
his approach with a great army, the Persians 
withdrew their garrisons from the cities which 
they had already taken^ and retired from the Eu- 
phrates to the Tigris. Gordian enjoyed the plea- 
sure of announcing to the sejiate the first success 
of his arms, which he ascribed with a becqniing 
^ modesty and gratitude to the wisdom of his fa- 
ther and prafect. During the whole expeditiqp/ 
Misitheus watched over the safety and discipline 
of the army ; whilst he prevented their dangerous 
murmurs by maintaining a regular plenty in the 
camp, and by establishing ample magazines of 
vinegar, bacon, straw, barley, and wheat, in all 
the cities of the frontier f . But the prosperity 
, ^ of 

* DnxiU iixorem iiliam Mishhei, quern caiifa eloquentiae. dig- 
ttrm parentela sua putavit; et praefectum statim fecit ;^. post 
quod, non puerile jam et contemptibile videbatur imperiujn, 

. t Hist. August, p. 16$. Aurelius Viiptor. Po|phy^:i^s.iIl..Vit. 
PlotiA. ap^.f abricium Biblioth. Graec. I. iv. c. 3^- The philoso- 
pher Plbtihus accompanied the army, prompted by the love of 
knowledge, and by th#hbpe of penetrating as far as India. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UP. CHE R0MAN EMPIRE. 3^9 

a flux, not without very strong suspicions of poi- vii, 
n&om jfK^ij^ybisjsuaces^pr inrthepraefe was ' ^ ^ ' ' ' 

?.GM(Arabrby bkth* ap4 <K)nsequently, in the. earlier j^aof * ^ 
a:ffi^ flfrhis tife,ra robfew by profession. IJis rise ^'^p- 
^iroiiiiiso obsqure ajslation to the first dignities of 
jihiei^^^3a!q>ire> seems, to prove that he was a bold 
mpd rOblp leader... ^<JBiutbis boldness prompted him 
to-^ire to the^tl^r^ne, and his abilities were em- 
jdoyi^d to supplant, not to serve, his indulgent 
toaster- The m^ndsof the soldiers .were irritated 
, by ,an^ artificial sc£^rcity» created by his contrivance 
.^in the cam^p; ,and the distress of tlie army was 
attributed to the youth and incapacity of the 
prince. It is not in our^ power to trace the suc- 
cessive steps oif the secret conspiracy and opea 
sedition, which were at length fatal to Gordian. 
A sepulchral monument was erected to his me- Mu»dcr of 
mory on the spot* where he was killed, near the a°d!^4, 
conflux of the Euphrates with the little river ^^'^ 
Aborts f . The fortunate Philip, raised to the 
empire by the votes of the soldiers, found a ready 
obedience from the senate and the provinces |, 

We cannot forbear transcribing the ingenious, Form of » 
though somewhat fanciful description, which a "^^^^ 
X 3 celebrated 

* About twenty miles from the little town Of Circesium, on 
the frontier of the two empires. 

t The inscription (which contained a very singular pun) was v 

erased by the order of Licinius, who claimed some degree of 
relationship to Philip ; (Hist, August, p, 16^5.) but the iuwtaus 
or mound of earth which formed the sepulchre, still subsisted in 
the time of Julian, See Ammian. Macellin. xxiii. 5. 

t Aiirelius Virtor. Eutrop. ix. 2. Orosius, vii, 20. Ammia- ^ 

^nns Mjrcettinus, xxiii. 5. ^osimus, 1. i. p. IQ, Philip, who 
wks a native of Bostra, was about forty years of age. 
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3 to Tttt i]liCil3llE< ifiMD iFAStL 

cetebiflUid Writer jof our oivti tjaB9teiJambtc^»i>&f 
ihb miiitary goverBmeat of tlie '.Komaa>e»piE^» 
What in that age ivas lu^lod tbrjJELQim»j>ofBL^ 
^ {Mre, was only an inregiilar repubUcy fiQt \mUV^ 
*.* the Aristocracy * oS AlgieiS t» vh«r^ tfe^ jm^ 
^ litia, possessed of the soyef^igntyt Qrea$fi3 and 
^* deposes a inftgistKal;ti, who 19 Klyjkd a :Vi^* 
*' Perhaps, indeed, it may he laid dowaasra 
" general rule, that a military, gqvernment. is, in 
"^ some respects, more repttbliQanthan monarch- 
" icaL Nor can it be said that the st^d^lers 
♦* only partook of the governmem by their ^s- 
♦* obedience and rebellions. The speeches naade 
" to them by the emperors, were they ijot at 
". length of the same mature as those formerly 
•* pconouneed to the people by the consuls and 
t* -the tribimea? And although the armies had 
** no regular plac? or forms of assembly; though 
•^ th^r debates were short, their action sudden, 
♦* aiyl their resolves seldom the result of cool re- 
" flection, did they not dispose, with absolute 
** sway, of the public fortune ? What was the 
" emperor, except the minister of a violent go- 
" vemment, elected for the private benefit of 
" the soldiers ? 

; ** When the army had. elected Philip, who was 
" Praetorian praefect to the third Gordian, the 

"latter 

* Can the epithet of Aristocracy be applied,, with any pro- 
priety, to the government of Algiers ? Every military govern- 
ment floats between the extremes of absolute monarchy an4 wild 
democracy. . ^ 

t The military republic of the Mamaiukes in Egypt, would 
have afforded M. de Montesquieu (see Considerations sur la 
Grandeur et la Decadence de$ Bomains, c, 16,) a juster anfi more 
noble parallel. 
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"iqtte««i^.jtti8«fitlteiiKiv^ ^qwlty 4i- '-'«•-'' 

"^^^ hS[$ sj^^ecfe. Iie>^4obs^tled to be degraded 
♦^^«^ the ratik ,of 4:;ft»0f]f J th^ favour was reftwed 
**fWAi.^ Ife desired, fft least, he m^h^-beap^ 
^* p^infeed Prte«)riaii pi^fect ; h^^ 
^^Jected. ¥im]ly, be .pleaded for U^ life. The ! 
'* arh^, to tbese several judgments, e^^ercised the 
" supreme magi^triey^." Accor^g to the his- 
torian, 'wh(ise dotibtfol imrrative the president De 
Montesquieu has? adopced, Philip^ who, during 
the wht)le; ti'ansaction, had preserved a sutteu 
silende, was inclined to spar^ the iniiOeeiit life of 
his benefactor; till, r^ecoilecting that hi^viii^ov 
cence might excite a dangerous compdissioii in the \ 
Roman world, he commanded without regard 
to his suppliant cries, that he should be seized; 
stript, and led away to instant death. Aiter a 
itioment's pause, the inhuman sentence was exe- 
cuted *. 

On his return from the East to Rome, PhiKp, Reign of 
desirous of obliterating the memory of his crimes, " '^ 
and of captivating the affections of the people, 

X 4 isolem- 

* The Augustan History (p. 163, 164.) cannot in this instance, 
be reconciled with itself or with probability. How could Philip 
condemn his predecessor, and yet consecrate his mimorj- ? How 
ceroid he Order his public execution, and yet^ in his letters to 4he 
senate, exculpate himself from the guilt of his death ? Philip, 
though an ambitious usurper, was by no nteans a mad tyrant. 
Some chronological difficulties have likewise been discovered by 
the nice eyed of Tillemo^t and Moratori, in thia^ $uppos^d asso* 
ciatjon of Philip to the empire. 
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3^^ TWi\fasLaauLSHmttsiM> 

q^ii^^kf:^ nlff^QiMQ^ ^iiMi^f gaiDc&«ltbTinfiiiite |i6i% 
Vffv ond tMjgnlfiatttcc. )>SiDee^^iBtii:t)ineftitttdl)]ppor^ 

{didunem^of the fuli peticid bf ^a^ thid^j^^i^kr^ 
secQiw fio«&;tbte> fotrndatidft of- Rdn^v -^'Stery^ tfi^dfiir 

Ai»ii*8i. ' w SMpiPB* the supersSeioiiS Iftiitf ^ wfth dee^ ^jrtitf 
solemn reverenje. The long -intdrv^F^belewee^ 
*6m>f tdtceed^'the t^rm lif hutii^lii;^f «id^ as 
:\ ftoi&N^ #f thSe fep&ctatws - had iilreiady !Se^' ' iSiiift, 
noie coiild^<fa«Sr themselves With the expfeetiitidb 
rf beholding thtm ia second time.* ^e my'stt^ 
ftiGrificiis^w^ei'piirfbnned, dilting three tif^hts, 
6fi^ the 'baiflcs of the Tyber; arid the Campni 
MartiUs resounded with music and dances, and 
W^ illuminated with innumerable lamps and 
tctHrhtes. Slaves and strangers were excluded 
frdm any participation in these national*- cetd- 
monies. 'A chorus of twenty-seven youths^, anft 
as many' virgins of noble families, and' t^osts 
fatent^ Were both alive, implored the propitious 
gbdfeiTi favour of the present, and for the hd^te 
h. ::-.'.■ 1 :: ■^;:- . •- ' • .; " -^ .■ . :•■ v«. b^ 

,.^^, P'^e .^oo^nt of the last supp^^ed celejbta|ifm) tH^ugh, ^^ 
cnlifflitened* period of history, was so very doubtful and oosciire, 
thi^ the- alternative seems net doubtful. When the popish jubi- 
lees, the copy of the secular games, were invented by Boniface 
V^lt, iU^ crafj^^pope^pretended that he only revived, an ;»j^i|;nt 
ifistiiutioij'. See M. . le Chajs Lettres $ur lea Jubiles. . J , ^ • , ., 
^ t Eithe^ of a hundred, or a hundred and ten years. Vaqrp and 
Livy ad<^pt(#d ^hi» former opinibn, but the infaUibW anlhoirit^ pf 
th:^'' Sibyi'cond^crat^ the letter (CensorinuS de Die N^al. c.i 7J 
TfieVtop^rs Chu(}iiis and Phi)ip, hc\teyer, did ^icrt tJf at tke 
' ohcfe with ii«j)lTci!t' respect. "' 
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OKITHKLHfiMadSiBHItlRH? 3^3 ^ 

hym«8y<ihat;iteu a raiflfcg*jtq' ^e faitk.'dfniMr iaa^ "vWr 

fboi f^lkil^i^'aiid fthe enqpifie €i6 tfatt Roman psoi 
fi^f^r:, Tiefm^gmficdmioc «f ^Philip'r^^hawB and 
ef^n^kjMMQieoilssi (te^izJ^d tl3«> ^:f e$ of themtiltittfcdfr^ 
Tbc^-^^ycmt'^^e ^i^pl^yed ia the sites (^ sojkih ^ , 
stiHQHj^^yha^ rtljp .i^eA^tctaog) few r^volvfed iii^tbcip ^^ * ; 
^Oj2fii(Hi^ !Enijp4$ t[}?f^ f aj$£ U^tory and- the f^tuw ^ >- ^ 

; SUj^ce S^mulu9> ifitb a small band <^ ^he^hei^ OMii«e a 
afld wtj^rji^s, fpitifted . himself or thehilk iieai; ****'*^ 
thp Tybey,,teaa ^eijituries had alii«^y:i$laps0di!4 
DvLxit^ ib^ four firat age^, the B^omans;^ ifkih^ 
laboriQus' school of poviertj, had a^uiced tho 
virtui^s pf >^araad gpyeromam : By thevigorqi);^ 
exertion of thos;e virtyjes, and by the assist;ane€( nf 
fortune, they had obtained* in the course of the 
jthree succeeding centuries, an absolute empire 
over maay countries of Europe, Asia, and Afrip^b 
The last three hundred years had been consupaeij 
in apparent prosperity and internal decline* The 
nation of soldiers, magistrates, and legislatpr^ 
who composed the thirty-five tribes of tb? Roijjaif 
people, was dissolved into the common mass of 
mankind, and confoimded with the millions of 
servile provincials, who had received the naipe, 

witKaul 

' •♦ The idea of the Secular games is l^est understood from tlae 
poem of Herace, and the description of Zosimus, l.ii. p. 167!, &c^ 

+ The received calculation of Varro assigns to the founc(atip|i 
of Home, an aera Uiat correspands wjth the 754th yiear before 
Christ. But so little is the chronology of Rome to lie depende«l 
oil, in the more early ages, that Sir Isaac Ne^vtoii has brought 
the same event as low as the year 637. 
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^14 THB DECIiMfi HOtD FALL 

mthout adopting the spirit of Romans^ A meu 
cenary army, levied among the subjects and bar* 
barians of the frontier, was the. only order of 
men who preserved and abused their independ'- 
Qoce by their tumultuary election, a S}9riaii, a^ 
Goth, or an Arab, was exalted to the throne ot 
Rome, and invested with despotic power over the 
XK>iiquests and over the country of the Scij^o^ ^ 
The limits of the Roman empire still. exte0d|d 
from the Western Oce^n to the Tigris, and from. 
Mount Atlas to the Rhine aiid the Danube. To 
the undisccming eye of the vulgar,. Philip ap^ 
peared a monarch no less, powerful than Hadrian 
or Augustus had formerly been. The form wa^ 
still the same, but the animating health and vi^ 
gout were fled. The industry of the people was 
discouraged and exhausted by a long series of op^ 
pressipn. The discipline of the legions, which 
alone, after the extinction of every other virtue, 
had propped the greatness of the state, wa5 cor- 
rupted by the ambition, or relaxed by the weak^ 
ness, of the emperors. The strength of the fron-^ 
tiers, which had always consisted in arms rather 
than in fortifications, was insensibly undermined; 
and the fairest provinces left exposed to the ra*- 
pacipusness or ambition of the barbarians, who 
foon discovered the decline of the Rpman empire. 



CHAF. 
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OF THE JR0MAS EIBIRE. 311^ 



/ 



[I /J' . ' ' Q HAP., vin. • 

Olf the State qf Persia ajier the restoration of the ' 
Monarchy hy. Art axerxes. 

WHENEVER Tacitus indulges himself in chap. 
those beautiful episodes, in which he viii. 

relates some domestic transaction of the Germans '■ v ' 

6r of the Parthians, his principal object is to re^ nrntoftiie 
lieve the attention of the reader from a uniform ^If^J* 
scene of vice and misery. Fron\ the reign of 
Augustus to the time of Alexander Severus, the 
enemies of Rome were in her bosom ; the tyrants, 
and the soldiers ; and her prosperity had a very 
distant and feeble interest in the revolutions that 
might happen beyond the Rhine and the Eu- 
phrates.' But when the military order had level- 
led, in wild anarchy, the power of the prince, 
the laws of the senate, and even the discipline of 
the camp, the barbarians of the north and of the 
east, who had long hovered on the frontier, boldly 
attacked the provinces of a declining monarchy. 
Their vexatious inroads were changed into formi- 
dable irruptions, and after a long vicissitude of 
mutual calamities, many tribes of the victorious 
invaders established themselves in the provinces 
of the Roman empire. To obtain a clearer 
knowledge of these great events, we shall endea- , 
vour to form a previous idea of the character, 
forces, and designs of those nations who avenged 
the cause of Hannibal and Mithridates. 

In 
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^6 'Tm^^^mffym^^Wb 

•,v»a. . /ore$t qovcred Europie forded. airjetre^):^% a 
•^ .few wandering savages, the .^n^i^^^9f ^^ia 
. w^rc already collected wjo.popi^oujs citiif;?^ .fy^d 
jreduced under ext^isivp eqapic^s, the se^t pCthe 
arts, of luxury, and of dgspo^ii^,., The Assyfi^ns 
jreigned.over the east *,tiU jthe scejptre of ]J^ii|jus 
and Semiramis dropt from , the hands of their 
' enervated successors. ^The Medes anifl tlje Baby- 
lonians divided their power, a^d were themselves 
s«rallowed up in the monarchy pf the Persians, 
whose arms could not be confined within the nar- 
row limits of Asia, Followed, as it^ is said, by 
two millions of merij Xerxes, the descendant pf 
Cyrus, invaded Greece. Thirty thousand soldiers , 
under the command of Alexander, the son of 
Philip, who was intrusted by the Greeks with 
their glory ^nd revenge, were sufficient to subdue 
Tersia. The princes of the house of Seleucus 
usurped and lost the Macedonian gommaild over 
the East. About the same time, that, by an ig- 
nominious treaty, they resigned to the Romans 
the country on this side Mount Taurus, they 
were driven by the Parthians, an obscure horde 
of Scythian origin, from all the provinces of Up- 
per Asia. The formidable ppwer of the Par- 
thians^ 



/ * An ancient chronologist quoted by Velleius Paterculiis (1. i. 
*c. 6.) observes, that the Assyrians, the Medtfs, the Persian?, 2^ 
tlie Macedonians, reigned over Asia one thousand nine YiundTa^ 
And ninety-five years, from the accession of Ninus to (be defeat 
bf Antiochus by the Romans. As the latter of these great events 
happened 989 years before Christ, the former may be placed 2184 
ife^s befoue the same sa^. The Astmnoftiicat Observations^ 
i&rnii al Babylon by Alexander, -went fifty years- liigher* • 
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0^ '^HFftd^N'MMME^^ ^^^17 

^'kW4rii^%kii1i'spi1^aa'fe)in Indi^ to the froiitictartf^ArP. 
^ df Sj?Wa, Wai in its turn subverted by Ardihir, or ' vin* 
[' Arta^eries ; the 'founder of a* new dynasty, whidh, *"7' v\ ' 
* under the name of Sassanides, governed Persia till ' - ;' 
'^'thelnvasion of the Arabs. This great revolution, 
Whose fatal influence was soon experienced by the 
Romans, happened in the fourth year of Alexan- 
der Seyeirus, two hundred and twenty-six years 
after the Christian aera *. * 

Artaxerxes had served with great reputation in "rfcePap- 
the armies of Artaban, the last king of the Par- mtt^^ 
thians, and it appears tl^at he was driven into ^JJ^^^ 
'exile and rebellion by royal ingratitude, the cus* 
tomary reward for superior merit. His birth was 
obscure, and the obscurity equally gave room to 
the aspersions of his enemies, and th^ flattery of 
his adherents. If we credit the scandal of the 
former, Artaxerxes sprang from the illegitimate 
commerce of a tanner's wife with a common sol- 
dier f . The latter represent him, as descended 
from a branch of the ancient kings of Persija, 
though time and misfortune had gradually re- 
duced his ancei^ors to the humble station of pri- . 



* In the five hundred and thirty-eighth year of the flora of Se- 
leucus. See Agathias, 1. ii. p. 63. This rreat event (such is 
the carelessness of the Orientals) is placed by But ychius, as 
high as the tenth year of Cpmmodus; and by Moses of Chorine, 
&s lo^v as the reign of Philip. Ammianus Marcellinus has so 
'servilely copied (xxiii, 6.) his ancCent materi?ds, which are \tt- 
deed very good, that he describes the family of the Arsacides 
as stil! seated on the Persian throne in the middle of the four^ 
century. 

f Thetanner'sAame'wasBabec; the soldier'l^ Sassan: from 
the former Artaxerxes obtained the surname of Babegan $ ih>m 
tfie latter, all his descendants have been styled Sassanidrs, 
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3i« THE DECLINE AlSTD FALL ' 

c H A *. vtte citizens*. As the lineal heir of the rfibhii'-^ 
virt. chy, he asserted his right to the throne, aiid chal-'^' 
^ — '^'^ lenged the noble task of delivering the Persian^ 
from the oppression under Ivhich they groaned ' 
above five centuries since the death of DariusV, 
The Parthians were defeated in three great bat- 
tles. In the last of these their king Artaban was 
slain, and the spirit of the nation was for ever 
broken f . The authority of Artaxerxes was so- 
lemnly acknowledged in a great assembly held 
at Balch in Khorasan. Two younger branches* 
of the royal house of Arsaces were confounded 
among the prostrate satraps. A third, more 
mindful of ancient grandeur than of present ne- 
cessity, attempted to retire, with a numerous 
train of vassals, towards their kinsman the king 
of Armenia; but this little army of deserters was 
intercepted, and cut off, by the vigilance of the 
conqueror :{:, who boldly assumed the double dia- 
den\, and the title of King of Kings, which had 
been enjoyed by his predecessor. But these 
pompous titles, instead of gratifying the vanity 
of the Persian, served only to admonish him of 
his duty, and to inflame in his soul the ambi^n 
of restoring, in their full splendor, the religion 
and empire of Cyrus. 
Refbmia. I- Duriug the long servitude of Persia under 
tmn of the ^Yit Macedonian and the Parthian yoke, the na- 
w%»o"' tions of Europe and Asia had mutually adoptied 

and 

* D*Herbelot. Bibliotheque Orientale. Ardshir. 

t Dion Cassius, 1. Ixxx. Herodian, 1. vi. p. 207- Abulpha- 
ragius Dynast, p. 80. 

^ See Moses Chorenensls, 1« ii. c. 65 — 71. 
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OF T»]5 ROMAN :eMPIRK. - 3H»r 

an4 fc9T7U|^ . eapb otter's superstitious, Tii« c n a ». 
Aysa^idies^. m^^cd, practised the worship of the vnu 
Magi J but they disgraced and poUuted it with a "■"' ^' '"' 
various inixtur?; of foreign idolatry. The me*- 
mpry pf Zoroaster, the ancient prophet and phi*, 
losopher of the Persians *, was still revered in the 
East ; but the .obsolete and mysterious language 
in which the Zendavesta was composed f , opened 
a field of dispute to seventy sects, who variously 
explained the fundamental doctrines of their reli- 
gion, and were all indifferently derided by a 
crowd of infidels, who rejected the divine mission 
and miracles of the prophet. To suppress the 
idolaters, reunite the schismatics, and confute the 
unbelievers, by the infallible decision of a general 
coimcil, the pious Artaxerxes summoned the 
Magi from all parts of his dominions. These 
priests, who had so long sighed in contempt and 
obscurity, obeyed the welcome summons ; and 
oh the appointed day appeared, to the number 
of about eighty thousaind. But as the debates of 

86 

* Hyde and Prideaux, working, up the Persian leg^ds an4 
their own conjectures into a very agreeable .story, represent 
Zoroaster as a contemporary of Darius Hystaspes. But rt ik 
sufficient toobserv^e, that the Greek writers, who lived almost 
in the age of Darius, agree in placing the xra of Zoroaster many 
hundred, or even thousand, years before their own time. The 
judicious criticism of Mr Moyle perceived, and maintained against 
his uncle Dr Prideaux, the antiquity of the Persian prophet. 

See his work, vol. ii. . ' 

\ 
t That ancient idiom was called the Zend. The language of 
the commentary, the Pehlvi, though much more modem, has 
ceased many ages ago to be a living tongue. This fact alone (if 
it is allowed as authentic) sufficiently warrants the antiquity of 
' those writings, which M. d'Anquetil has brought into Europe, 
and translated into French. 
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sat ?p^|^q^.4Nft,fAi^ 

c w A ?• $o4m}iif«>^m^m^ 

vin. directed ,oy the authority of reason, or ixi 
^-TT;-:' by the. art of policy, Ae Per^iji^S^nod g;i^ j:^-;. 
duced, by successive opctationjs, to forty thojy^ 
sand, to four thousaind, to four huo^rea,^ to .forty, 
and at last to seven Ma^i, the niost rfespectetd for 
their learning and piety. One of these, Srijayi- 
raph, a young ttit holy prelate, received from ' 
the hands of his brethren three cups of sopori-" 
ferous wine. He dtank thein bff, and instantly 
fell into a long and profound $leep. As $6on as 
he waked, he' related to the king and to thfe be- 
lieving multitude, his journey to Heaven, and' 
his intimate conferences with the Ddty. Every ' 
doubt was silenced by this supernatural evidence ; 
and the articles of the feifh of Zoroaster were 
fixed -with equiil authority and preeisioii*. A 
short delineation of that cekbmted systeth will be 
found useful, not only to display the ehamcter tif 
the Persian nation, but to illustrate many of their 
most important transactions, bcthin peace and war^ ; 
wift the Roman em^re f. 
PcniaD The gceat and fundamental article of tiib s^s^- ^ 
IS^S! ^*®» ^^^ *^ celelmited doctrine of «he twb prin- 
cipiei. ciple^ ; a tbold and injudiddus attempt c^f Ea^tsm ^ , 
jiS09Ofhy to reconcile the eKisteno^ tif mot^l * , 
■J^ :■-- ■ ; . ■> ' . , /iand 

• Hyde (if Beligjone veteram Pers. c il». .;•;,<, 

t I have prinaipally drawn this account from the^endave^ta^' * 
ofiir^dP^^ttetU, aadtbe Sadder, stibjomed to br %<ie>tiia^ . 
tise. It must, hewever, he confessed, that the studied obscurity ._ 
of a prophet, u^ figurative style of the East, and theTdee^^itM "' 
medittm of ai Vrflnch or. Latin veisio;^, may have b^rayed ^%^i^ ^ ; 
4rror and h^r$s»y, m this ahridgment of Persian theology. ' 
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c^iit'Citi^of' m^ p^6^ of the world. Tlfe' ^'" 
first ^ii^' titt'gihat Bern traotn; or bj lyhom ^ 

the uiiiyenje exists, is denominate in the writings', 
oif ^roaster, X^^.'^^^^Vl^^^^i ^^^ i^ must 
b^^ eotif^sed, that t^ infinite substance seern^ 
rather a metaphysical ah$tractipn of the mind, 
than ^ real object endowed with seU'-coQsciousness, 
or possessed of moral ^rfections. From either 
the blind, or th^ ifiteiligent operation of this in-. 
finite Time, which bears but too ?iear an affinity 
with the chao« of tfae Greeks, the two ^secondary 
but active principles (£ the univer$e,. w^e from .: 
dU eternity produced, Ormusd and Ahriman, . 
each of iJiem pjssesied of the powers of creation, ; 
but e^h disposed, by his invariably .n^urcy. to .. 
exercii^e them with different deKjgns. The prin- 
ciple of good is eternally absi»:bed in light; .the i 
prira:iple of evil eternally buried in dailoiess.. ; 
This wiser benevolence of Ormusd formed ^msuci ^ 
capable of virtue,, and abundantly pronided \m 
fait faAbitatioii with the materials of happiaessr* 
By this vigilant provideaee, the motion of the 
plmetsv the onler itf the ^seasons, and the t^mr^ ^ 
p6lmte> mkture of the dements, ;^re pmi^need^^^ 
Bdtt^he malice of Ahriman has long since pierced 
Ormusd* s eg^i or, in other words, has violated 
theharmcmy of his works. Since that fatal ip^ 
ruptton, the most minute afrticles of good ahi) ^t 
$vi| are.,nxtimately interiningl44j#^d-.^gitated'to-: ■ 
gether; the rankest pbisom spring:ttparAidst tfee^ 
most salutary plants ; deltiges, partliquaS(6s,''ah3 
Vol. I, ' T / confla- 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^ TiffianBeaJWR!A9HP mi^ho 

^^^^ Ab little iNwiW tf^awwris-^pfp?!^ 

' vice attd-ibia&rtfawo '^^^^ If^fyi^jj^ 

kind Aoe ifldr^awayrlf J^ptW^ScifijtJbi^rqh^^ 
mfiamad mem^i ^^M^^Vcr^ ^\^ ^^^ 

slMHe the ^©ry pfJiisJiriupjBli.r, A^^ jjti^t d^f^)? 
render tht ^^f^txiofQx^ii^d,^}^^ 
lQwrcraiRiii^mie4)fti*4 Wb4i^ ^^i^^ |^r 

The theology ,af Z^npMstj^r was 4?tt[I4y .^wpa^fr 
hended: byfwbigfieiB, i^ eVenjby .fbfr^i,r.rg^ter 
^!;:,; ; iMimher of.hia 4iscipleg5;lwt $bP-W>ftf<7^ 
» - nbservevs weire struck ^h ,tiie, . f^loscg^ic ^qv 
iplicity^rfthe Per«iaB wordnp^ . *VThfit<|»f®te^' 
«ays Hemdotaaa f ^ *^^ rejects the . use of nt;i«!^{ilM, 
^' idf il^urs, aiid of 3taiua(^fad:saiiles^ith#bf$^ 
-^ of ihdse mitiom, who imagine tiiat:fhe.g!0i^ 
^» are spruitg ftom^iolr bear any a&iityriwith^lthfe 
^OMvAtn nsLtrnt. The tops 0f the Jnghestaxiiiiiii. 

- * The modem Persees (aiid in soine (Jeg^ee the Sadaer) exalt 

'\ ^hri|nan into an inferior hut rebellious s{>irit. Their desuv of 

^. pleasiiig the Mahoi#et»ns may have contributed to refine their 

1 theological system. 

; v.^^i; Hcrpdotus^l. u^X^U B«*i Hr, ^nd^aiyc tjiJiiJcs/'Wit^^Wf- 

, ^i^iJ^atti^j^p^p/tenipIes was , afterwards iptpnft^ed m'^3^ 
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"^eittfeiife; afi^ibdr^'iiaftlbiiMly^Fitf , illght, md 

lest Vo<^^%!»>^^n^ «Ke''nS^ j^^cdq|^«n(s>of 
iJre'lD'Mfle^^TViFWeFM^^l'^ft!^ ' „ .... 

"* -Eyery'«fioae: (JF KsBg^, .tei-iwd[»k^deb^.aad c^ 
1S!i»5fii^iMpre^it»n'tiri"the^^% Mfadi n»astfiex» ^JSd^ 
^6ittise-<i*fr dbe4i6i^e/^% €npiiui^.'practices ixf «i*»- 
'dgVitjt^^l^i^WhicfaQtine can ssfssgn jiai«^i} ; an^ 

dmks^kiUddtgiKB'to^e jdi«tate& ofbsax <mn h^/^. 
^^ !»filigitjff oP-'^omasWr w»».:ateIn4^dy^pro- 
:vid^'^tlt tfae^formet^ ahd poeveised a sufficient 
ftwrioir of lite .latter. At the 8g4 ^ ip»»berty>» 
ilieifaSthful Persian was invested with « mysteri- 
ous girdle, the badge of the divine protection ; 
and from.th^t mqment, all the actions of his life. 



^v^^^emci^ iadiiOEbmijt^ OT ih& most ]^ces$ai:3i^ 

0-. *,l|yde, de Heli^.,P^*»- c^S, .JJotiyifhstan(^lng: all tftdr dis- 

tyrtlit^ttift 1lfaJidrfi^ans;1teve coiistantiy irtig^atiieA ffl^tt, |s 
idolatrous worshippers of the Fire. "^ r^/i •: .r . IX 
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3«4 THE DECLUnt AND FAtX 

e A A p. were sanctified by their p^tflfep pra^fe, %jacu- 
Vift. ktions, or genuflexicm» ; ^h^ ofiiisBida ef which, 

^ *- under any circuftistancesi Was a gnevbu^ sitt, hot 
infenor in guilt to the violation of' the motvi. 
diities^ The moral duties, however, of justice; 
mercy, liberality, 8tc. Were in their turii required 
of the discipline of Zoroaster, who wished t6 
escape the persecution of Ahriman,aud toKvewith 
Onnusd in a blissful eternity, where the degree 
of felicity will be exactly proportioned to the tfe- 
gree of virtue alid piety*, 

Encoumge. ^^^ there are some remarkable instances, in 



^^^ which Zoroaster lays aside the prophet, assumed 
the legislator, and discovers a liberal concern 
for private and public happiness, seldom to be 
found among the groveling or visionary schemes 
of superstition. Fasting and celibacy, the com- 
mon naeans of purchasing the divine favour, 
he condemns with abhorrence, as a criminal re- 
jection of the best gifts of Providence. The 
saint, in the Magian religion, is obliged to be- 
get children, to plant useful trees, to destroy 
noxious animals, to convey water to the dry 
lands of Persia, and to work out his salvation by 
pursuing ^U the .labours of agriculture. We 
may quote from the Zendavesta a wise and be^. 
nevolent maxim, which compensates for Mny 
;an absurdity. " He who sows the ground With 

** care 

* See the Sadder, the smallest part of which consists of moral 
Inrecepts. The ceremonies enjoined are infinite and trifling. Fif- 
teen genuflexions, prayers, &c. were required whenever th« 
devout Persian cut hi^- nails, or made tvalcrYbrasoften^R* 
put on the sacred girdle. Sadder, Art. 14* SO, 60. 
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•f qa,te . and. 4|lig^ticc, ^acqisires a ^^tm^ ^mk nfu f^p^ 
^^-Qfxe^giim^^m^ ct>uld gain by thfe YtW- 

^^*,^ep^titiQa of ten thousand pmj^^^ I«tbe '^-^^^^ 

^gn^g -of e^eigr yeStr? a festivaVwas -e^kbrated^ 
4€i$tif}^c| to represeat the jHrimitive equality, and 
J^fae rpr^^nt coniiexion, ofmaflkindi Tbe stately 
kings. of PcTBi^, exchanging their vain pomp for 
mprcv^nuine greatness, freely" mingled with the 
humWesit but most useful of their subjects. On 
. Jl^t day the husbandmen were admitted, with- 
out distinction, to the table of the king and his 
satraps. The .monarch accepted their petitions, 
inquired into their grievances, aqd CQnv«rse4 
with them on the most equal terms. " From 
" yovu: labours, was he accustomed to say (and 
** to say with truth, if not with sincerity,) fronv 
^* your labours, we receive our subsistence ; you 
"derive your tranquillity from our vigilance; 
*• since, therefore, we are mutually necessary to 
"each other, let us hve together like brothers 
*Mh coword and lovef ." Such a festival must 
indeed have degenerated, in a wealthy and des- 
potic empire, into a theatrical representation; 
but it was at least, a. comedy well worthy of. a 
J59yal audience, and which might sometimes ixp.^ 
pri^t:a> salutary lesson on the xnivd of a young 
prince. : ' r \ ■ .-.•.. . " ■ , ' 

Had Zoroaster, in all his institutions, Jnvari- ^^wet of 
ably^ supported this exalted character, his name ^ ^ ^^*' 
would deserve a place with those of Numa and 

\.'i( ..... 



"¥3 ^ : Confti. 



•.^ 2i(ead«i>^s^toiEU.U p.iia4. aiid Precis <hi S/steiqe iti, ^oror, 
>a5tre, torn, iii, ; . . . <^ . . ' 

t Hyde de Religione Persarum, c. 19. ^ 
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Viiifl tied tqian ih6d{»fiteuMf ^f^Mlit^li^^iie^^ 

phers, to bestaW <yi it. ^ Bu^iOiifaa^Jpiadfgr^^ 

tublime twitte wem/(disgir^(*d.%^^^ pf ' 

the mcsti.abjedtqn d i Jftngeriiafe i^p^titi^^i ^ Jbe 

merou3/9inocj ^ vi^,JWjppj|lf^y ^?pae 
thousand pf tUon»: iijejfejc^^ itiv^ys^flferal 

aU the pto«m?C3^.Pf f^l?i^i> :?«j4 Aij^q^^na^ 
gus; who lewied (81, Balfih, w^j. respected ^ jhe 
visible hif»d-Q^;tJbiechttrph,. a^ 

•was Yity ijcwiMsideirable.. Bfside^ t^^ Je?s| inyidi- 

-otte posi^s^i^ of 4 Jarg? tr»c.t of thg |p^Qst fe 

laiad^ of M^^tf tl^y leiri^a g^p^i^^^^^^ 

the fortune^ ^pd the industry, cjf tb? ^^jiypi^ j|:. 

J' Though your good works,'* says jthe .infe^est^d 

;pjrqphet| •* ??^^?c4 \^. ffuni^r the Jcavj^f of the 

., ; . , _ ■•" ^'^'^'^ifrees, 

'^ Hydede Religione' P^rgarum, c.*rt. ftcWi Jfj^de^-fftM^Kri- 
, ~ Oiftiut a£Bect to apply, to. ti» Ms^giiaiy |^ t^ii»9>0iO€kcr^fd 

, the Christian hierarchy. ' .**««♦ 

; t Appian. ]\iarceUin. ^^iii:'6. He iiifonnriiir' (ilf^r'tf iirf» 
inay cir«ditlum) of twpi <^Wl» particiilai;! l; V*t ^h^f ^nN3S> 
derived $9me of their most sepret. doctrines ffbfiv fhe In^uUi 
Brachniajisi and, S. ^sittKey'^ftfefeatrji^Gir i^1to^)i/2&«H^^^ 

. . t That diving i^stitutK>n of tithes ejdiibits SI ainguiafinstaui^ 
^conformity between the iayr of Zoroaster aud &iC of Mosetf 
Tho^e who cannot otherwis<e account for it, may siq[i|KMey >f ther 




D^itized Sy ' 



^^ii»oc5||irfribjBifficiK^ , Tq^ obtain 

J»^teltt»?ftSftft«y^|«igr^^^ you goSt 

»^i Itionef pi^I^lfei 4^idgr tie Jsalasfied-i yoM^5Qt^ 
-^'%iII%Satfe1ie!rtm &eci«r€ peg©? 

fm'mt mmi'im'h^pj^^^'m u»e next rr^ 

Jmlil^tlftf^aai^ ^1^ adUbtfes$4nij>»mted -with, caw 
'bii the^teriifcf hfixMs^^^ tube Magi 

;tirew' tSe tna^et^ ' t)f fedtteiati<:^> iil Pb^sfe, aad to 
%6it lianfe i^fie cfiildreii cv^ih of thetiDyd family 
"^^te^^fitJbsted f : Ttie Persian pi^sts, who VB5»e 
"OT^i'spfe^t&tlte gfemusi pi^escrved^irf in^stigaftcd 
^W sicfeib'bf OfietiMphilosopb^^^ ^mi acquiied, 
. feitbef ^j^ superior knowledge or superior art, fhte 
^ f f^pufiation ,0^ being Well versed in some occult 

sciences^ which Have derived thcSr appellMion 
' froin the Magi %. Those of more active dispo- 
^iMtk»swi?# with the world in courts and cities; 
*=^ff -ftls bbseived, tiiat the administratis^ of Ar- 
9,tW^fffR^^in>a;gfeat njeasure directed by the 
'ri6jSuttspfe;6^^^ whose digpky, 

?siailW':^QtBt fHiUcy. :OT.de>fptipn, that prince r^^- 

stored to its ancient splendor §. ~ . 

yt'iaofZ-lo Jed: b::., i^tj^i; :,,,:; VjX^. 4,* ■ ■,_.,_,- . ",' \. -TflQ 
X*;|J "ti ,*2c-<jq<;r, ';^i.tfi ,1^ -r r j.-r; .^ -v' . ...-•...,• . .-. ^ ,,. .'' '^[ , ^^" ^ '• i 

* Sadder, Art, |, .,. .. , i ^lato la 4lcibiAdv .. . ^ '• • 
I Pliny (Hist* Natiir. 1. xxx. c. 1^} observes, that magic Ifeld 

mankind by tlw triple chaia •£ religion, of physic, aiid c^ 

astronomy. 
5 Agathias, L iv. p. 134. . ^^^^;^ ^^ Googk 



vt 



9a« ' 'wasiBBicmcD^ijmrjm' 

vm. «^ the iniKQ(i<^ablp gsnito. of .tiifiir^ faifb^f ^ t& tibe 
Spirit of 'P»actice«of aaicicmkifag»rt^ aoAifiTiimitQ^liievejt- 
/ {unple c^ their Iegisfatx)r, vidio ±aul faU^c^i fujniokim 
to a rebgiotts war, excited tbyihtsilown ijfttaJtntot 
: teal X* By an edict o£ Avpi^xxt^^khst^^ttcist^ 
4tf evejgr. worships excfi|it.th«L9^.Zart»iteii.Wiis 
^ ^severely prohibited^ Hh^ . .tetnpjiea. :qI: t^ t £^- 
;ibiaiis, and Uae statues o£thar^dfii&i^ mmm^f 
zwere thnMmdowa.witb igwpl^jr^v^^^^ Tteswflfd 
:cif Aristotle (swch wii^, tbeinaiupcgiyvjem J)y„^h^ 
i Oiient^ to the poly theiani . wdi,pfcijiQS^phy/of 
?ibe Gred^) was easily ferpkw.H.; jl^^ |lai^:of 
pcjrsecution soon seacb^d the jnQ¥e;|ti^bpm J^ws 
and Cl^ristians.f^; npr did tl^f^y spaa^e^thib heietic^ 
i (^ their own nation andi relipon. The majesty 
of Ormosd^ who was jeakniis of a nval» wass&n 
ponded by the despotisfmof Artaxer^ies, whQ,coul4 
not suStt a rebel; and the schi$n;tatic& witbin his 
" rpst empiie. were sool^ reduced to the incoit^ider-? 
^ble number of eighty thousand **. This ^^t 
- - . oC 

* Mr. Hume, in the Natural History of Religion, sagaciously 
remarks, that the most refined and philosophii(^ sects are ^Gdn* 
Qt^^j.t^ most intolerant. 

r.' - 1 Cicero de Legibus, ii. 10. Xerxes, by the advice of the 
Ma^, destroyed the temples of Clreece. 

. t^ Hyd^ de Relig. Persar. c. 39,^^4* D'Herbek>t BibHotheque^ 

,- Qrientale ^crdusht. Life of Zoroaster in tbm.'ii. of the Zen- 
dayesta. ^ • • -. .• 

;.. tft Compart Moses of Chorene, 1. ii- c.' 74,. with i\mmian. 
' HhxctAvi^ xxui..^* i^reaft«r 1 sha^l malse y^s^ Hfi tliese pass^es. 

^' '' t Rabbi Abraham in the Tarikh Schickard, p. ^leCj 109. ''' • 

H pasnage Histoire des Juifs, J. viii. c- 3. Sozomen, 1. ii. c. 1^ 
' }|f aries^ 'whp ' suflEered ' an ignominious death^ ' may be di?emed a 
IJagian as well-as- a Christian heretic. = • ' • --^ "^ * 

** Hyde dp Religione Persar. p. 21. 
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j?wrako«UTOtiDii, it $*nr?ditib jsticngthoa tl» jojqv "^T^T*^ 
riixtsBMua^lijD^ % kuDitbi^;aU(tbe T:sofioii8 inbabitaiits r , 

<^tc^Ii.' 'Aptax<ine$;<b5riiisi>7 cc^dupt^ bad tuuiaa^ 

:^Jrat^&i^il}t of i^th^ There ^tifi rtmaaijed J^*y« . 

' ffeei?»^'«xt«ifC'Tc>£P«^i3y a uni&ita and Yigorous 
adifttofetration. Tte weak indulgence of the 
Ar^acides h^d re^igiied to theirsoiiaand brothers 
the prindpstl ' prdtinees, and the greatest offices 
of tKc Tcittgdom, in the' nature of bereditary pc^- 
sessions. The viMxa, or eighteen most pow^ul 

' satraps, were permitted to assume the ' regal 
title; and -the Vain pride of the nAonarch t^as' 
delighted with a nominal dominion over so, 
many vassal kings. Even tribes of barbarians in 
their mountains, and the Greek cities .of Upper 
Asia ^, within their walls, scarcely ackiwj.w- 

' ledged, or seldom obeyed, any superior; and the 
Parthian empire exhibited, under other names, a 

'lively image i of the feudal syst^\rtf whi^ljjias 
since prevailed in Europe; But the aotive^Vfc- 

' ' \ ■ •; '': ' •'- ^tipr,, 

■ '- /'A 

; .' * TJ^ese colonies were extremely numercMis* $eti»Qca$l^j|,tor 
ibunded thirt^^-nine cities, all named froix^ himseli^ <$r some of hta 
relations, (see ^ppian in Syriac. p. 134.) The lera of l^leocus- 
(^iil in use among; the Eastern Christians) a))peainr«(j9 lat«; ks the 
year HOB, of Christ |SI6, oiit^ iifedbbolth«4«i«ek ohite within 
the Partlnaii empire. . See Moyt^'s.^Rrorkfi, vol« i. p. S^Sj &o. 
and M. Freret^ Mem. de TApademie, tom^ xix* ^ 

+ The modern Persians di^tingoisfe that period^ the dynasty 
of the kings of the i>atio^8- gee PUpi, Hi?t, Nat* vi* 25, 
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3|iL THKiWttlINB/J«B9[ mCL'iO 

Hie dti9^4i£ liie bbldestindiell>^ a«ljili«r¥e4l«e^ 

terror c£iw^iteisj/aild'||:e|Kl^ 
])mc^alieaqptk>adfhi»ikutiiodt}9j xi&inolistisaM 
itasistance vi^asr^&ta]: to t)» ichii^;^ Jra^ ttle& fol^ 
hsmctt were ti:e^ed ^th*>1fenity>>|^. > Jt/obsctiift 



biit;the pr^de^ ArtBKari0e$vJ»Bflim 
teoppt^hkn^lf taa^^ame £bedbiiienof2kki!^ad>te 
Itdied €TcirX' intermodiateirfi^ 

"the^Kuphrajte^ ;the TigTOt % Arft2s«sf^.4b^^x«*fc 

and the Indus, by the Caspian Sca^vflijdrtiw 

.hazr^n QvApk-^f^iiit* That . country; \Y§Ss<5<^^ted 

^Jdisw »•-'• - •' •'-■■ ■■' ""■"■' ■ ' ' ' ■• ^^ •- ^•"^'a.rni :;iW 
Pi «n£ 1 '' ¥ Eutychius (tomv »• P- 867. 37i. 37^5.) relates tll^ Siege, of 



A^^ ia4a»d ofHeseiift m tke^igritr with soma ti^i^i6tBltJBli<ie»tkilt 
j^i]^||ke4best«^ofNisusajidSc^ila. '• ' u / 'tXitl 

5 ♦ Agath^s, ii* W-. .The princes of Segestan defexi(Q[^fir 
-ihifej^dence' during liiani^ yeafs. As romances genieianrtrah^* 



j^^ ^ ,a|i9ifiAt period the cvente of their own tlme«^ 
impbssioie ihat the fabulous exploits of Biistan prioce of 
^mifOSAifi Ibeen grafted on thi^ n?al history* . . . , 



coast of Gedrosia or Macran, whidi extends along the Indu 
iailftaii^lbm Cipe Jask (the|>n^oatoiy^pe^^^ 
^jhetime of Alexander, and probaUy many ages afterwards, it 
1^^ thinty inhabited by a savage people of Icthyophagi, or 
Fishermen, who knew no arts, who acknowledged no master, 

ibti ^odd^^^j^ee^i^tod^oae Ms. Indicia) Ia.t|pv tniblfth m^^m^, 

^dfPtoiefiiy)iW»l peopled andenrtdael hy tlwins^cKtairf^dWt-^ 
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Aittaaim^ coi^tajiifsdiati leasi ft& grea^ a number 
p{l^te^:,^llag^pr&iidi|3^^ Bist it i^wt 

ofcliailimilrs'^^^^^ aiidtlbe scarcity Bf 

xei^i^'^UQ&^ijiable tl) the :«ipinciK:e and ^^^ ^«* - 
<tBitwe^f the VdsaiabS'; H;ribo, m^tbe cahaiklioa 
li^theirtmrtibe^, seem to 1^ 
the it^he^v though inost corimuKciv Bti^cles idf 

A3 €Oon as- the ambitibv^ mind <i^ Ariakc^rMei Aeeafite- 
. }yad triumphed over the resistance of his vassals, ^be- 






he l^Mn to thrcatcji the neighbpuring states* ^^l^^ 
^l^jl^n^the long slumber of Ixispi-edece^oi!^ »ndR«ww 
had insulted Persia with impunity. ' He obtained *""'^* 
soin^ |asy the wiM Scytluan^ and 

^^ aileminate Indians ; but the Romans were m 
cneifliy, wKo, by their past injuries aad ^pi^esfeat 
-^wiSTj^AimBetv^ tlie utmost efforts of hk atins. 

, fimsqihiisAacMane^toiii. ji. p^ 98$^) intditt tot .^^jOw wMIq 

two Id0fattt% iHte .iR3ilnlamed their snd^ijfchHicct aeslnstl ^ 
successors of Shaw ^bbas. (Voyag«3$ de Tavernier, part. i. 1. v. 
p. 635.) 
* Chardin, tofn. iii. c, l, 9, 3, 
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33^ ,THED8qLDW AWtAtL . 

moderation, had succeeded the yiQtpi^oj^(Tf%r 
Jan. During the period thajtela^^JrQm.thf 
accession of Marcus to th^ jreigo, of iAljexandpg, 
the Roman and the Parthian pnipii:q& were Jwric^ 
engaged in war ; and althoijgh the whole ^j?pgg^h 
of the Arsacides contented .w;i^ja;p^ ^ftljfrpf 
the forces of Rome^ the ev^n^ w^s mo^ 9?^ 
monly in favour of the lat^er^ .Macrintt?, in- 
deed, prompted by his precariQus.sijt^uation, ^njt 
pusillanimous temper, purcl^jui^df pe^ce at th? 
expence of near two millions ^<)f qv^t mgacy;*; 
but the generals of Marcus, th? cjnperorScvefui^ 
and his son, erected many tropies ia Armehii^ 
Mesopoumia, and Assyria. Amo«\g their exploitSj 
the imperfect relation of wj^qh would have un- 
reasonably interrupted the more important series 
of domestic revolutions, we shalj only mention 
the repeated Calamities of the two great cities of 
Seleucia and Ctesiphon, 
diWf Seleucia, on the western bank of the Tigris, 

tnd Cietu about forty-five miles on the north of ancient 
I*""' Babylon, was the capital of the Macedonian con- 
quests in Upper Asiaf. Many ages after the 
fall of their empire, Seleucia retained the genuine 
characters of a Grecian colony, arts, military 
virtue, and the love of freedom. The inde- 
pendent republic was governed by a senate of 
three hundred nobles; the people consisted of 

six 

* DioHyl, xxviii. p. 183d. ; ,:. 

t For the precise situation of Baly^on, Setoucia, Ctesipjum,.: 
ifodain, and Bagdad, cities confounded with each ether i sfe^aii 
excellent Geographical Tract of Jtf • d'AnviUe, in Mem. de ^Mat* 

demie, toxn. xxx. ..;.>•; 
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^i^tfnaK^'tiidusani^ were c ^^jp, 

^foilg; ^ and^^long aii Concoird prevailed amorij^ _YiK*^; 
^he beVeral otders of the st^te, they viewe4 with ^' - ' » ■■■ ^' 
*ti6ntemx5t the j^Dweir of' the Panh^^ but the 
^ikdness of factibh was sometimes provoked to 
implore thfe^^ngerbus aid of the common enemj) 
wTio W^^ jiOsted almost at the gates of the 
polony *. The Parthian monarchs, like th^ 
Mogul sovereigns of Hindostan, delighted in 
the pastoral life of their Scythian ancestors ; and 
the Imperial camp \vas frequently pitched in the 
plain of Ctesiphori, on the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, at the distance of only three miles fronp 
Seleiicia f . The innumerable attendants oij 
luxury and despotism resorted to the court, anc) 
the little village of Ctesiphon insensibly swelled 
into a great city |. Under the reign of Marcji^^^ 
the Roman generals penetrated as far as Ctesi- 
phon an4 Seleucia. They were received as friqnds a t>,j55. 
by the Greek colony; they attacked as enemie^ ^ -^^^ 
the seat of the Parthian kings ;^ yet both citie^ 
^perienced the same treatment. , The s^ck and 
conflagration of Seleucia,. with the.xnassac^ of: 
threQ hundred thousand of the inhabitants^ t^r^- 

^ nished 

* 1*3011:. Annal. xi. 42. Piin. Hist. Nat. vL 26. ^ ' ' . 

' t This may be inferred from Strabo, 1. xvi- 743. ' ' ' 

.^ That most curious traveller Bemier, who followed the camp 
of Aurengzebe from Dehli to Cashmir, describes with great accu- 
racy the immense moving city. The guard of cavalry consisted 
of 35,000 men, that of infantry of 10,000. It was computed that 
tl^ecanip cotitained 150,000 horses, mules, and elephants ; 50,000 . 
eamelsy 50^000 oxen, and between 800,000 aiid 400,000 perspnsi'^ 
Almost adl Delili fi^lfdvredfthe c<MUrt^ who$e mugnificen^e sti^ 
ported its industry. '' 
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334 ttti ttfcLlNiK AKD tiOli ^ 

vhf. cfa, already exhausted My the hfetghBdirktWI 
^" ^^ ^ 6£ VL too piwerful rfval, isimk imder th^'fhtai 
A. ioL iM. ^^^^^5 ^^ Ctesiphbii,tn about iSiir^-threc yd^rfj 
* told sufficiently recovered its streiigtii to itiittttalff 
an obstinate siege against the empctor 'SeVirtr^ 
iThe city was, hdwevet, taken by aissault'^ 'tli^ 
king, who defended it in ^ers6n, escaped witH 
precipitation; an hundred thousand captivfes] 
and a rich booty, rewarded the fatigues of the 
Roman soldiers f . Notwithstanding these misr 
fortunes, Ctesiphon succeeded to Babylon and tii 
Seleucia, as one of the great capitals of the East, 
In sumnier the thonarch of Persia enjoyed at 
Ecbatana the cool breezes of fhe mountains of 
Media.; but the mildness of the climate engaged 
hiin to prefer Ctesiphon for his winter residence, 
Cooqwte From these successful inroads the Roxna^ 
enebj ti» derived no real or luting benefit ; nor did thejr 
attempt to preserve such distant conquests, sepa- 
tated from the provinces of the empire by a large 
«act of intermediate desert. The reduction of 
thft kingdom of Osrhoene was an acquisition qjT 
Ifl^ splendor indeed, bu|t of a far more, solid 
jP|4v$^itage* That little state occupied the north- 
em and most fertile part of Mesopotamia, be- 
tween the Euphrates and the Tigris. IJdessa, 

::y ,:.'■/ ' ■ ' ' \ • • :its 

[y * Bibn, 1, ixxi. p. X178. Hist* August, p. 38. Rutrop. viif. 
l6. %useb. in (Chronic. Auadratus (<^uoted in the Augost^ 
Historv) attempted to vindicate the Romans, by ailledging, that 

ili^l^»]ls bf€cA«ucia had first violated their f^^^ 

t Dion, 1. bocv^ p. ises* Herodian, Uiii. p. ISO. Hist. August, 



Romant. 
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sion of 't|>0"^art^ .way Wtiier Marcus, it wa^ 
ju^ea pr^cff i^^^ some su^staritial pliedge^, 
of ttiel^r 4o;aBt^ ^ X^jX^ y^tvj6 constructed 
in severaV, parts of the^ doiintr^^^^^ a. Komm 
^arfi&oii wa^ the strcpg tb^ira, of N^^ 
i)uring tTie troubljes that foHcwed ^^t^^^ 
Commddus, the prixjces of Osrhoene attempted 
to shake off the yoke; but the stern policj; of 
SeVerus . corifirmed thei!r dependence' f , and th^ !^]hto £ 
perfidy of Caracalla completed the easy" cotiqti^it: "'',*„y'^%' 
Ab^riis, the last king of Edessa, v/1as sfent ifi a,d.2I6. 
ichstin^ to Rome, his dominions reduced intb^J 
j^rcrCTtitie, and his capital dignified with the raStM 
of colony ; and thus the Romans, about fen f^^ 
Wore the fall of the Parthian monarch^, '6lL 
" '■' ^' ■' '■■ '^ - taimifl 



nw 



* The polished citizens of Antioch called those of Edessa 
«>ixed barbarians. It was, however, sorte praise, that of the 
three dialects of the Syriac, the purest and most elegant (the 
Aramaean) was spoke at Edessa, , The remark M. Bayeyljist. 
Edes*; p. 5.) has borrowed fbm G^org^ of Milsrtia, a^fian 



;< 



t Diori, 1. IxxY. p. 1S48^ 1540, laso. : M* B^j^tJiSft^S^MsL 

to use this most important passage. _ 

.OT .ft 
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ii6 miffiEciuM^A^ 

dec ai«8 of d. ^nffttl: fkop^er.r Bm-fh^, attbald(liuD&fl(a4i) » 

Mns coflguest^ and hei ^bpugJ^St^bjyiwft^ tei$sii(bt/q 

^^ •*•' port his lo%,pif^t€i|^Oft;b9jrj^fl_^jrippi;.o£ xmuir; ^ 
as »^eU as J^y t^pse of po)wr. t^^y,r9f^ JiMbHBe^igdki^ 
ha4.first,&ui>duedy.#a4 .Ui8:^^<?«fiW|s bA4 foir^n^r 
long time.j?pf^6^.t^e wfeolfl.^i^ 
fa^.93,the.:Pri?Boat^, and :t^ ^geai? «Haijrtbftv 
provinces of Caria and Ionia, unde:^ th^Q^ppMfti 
^d beei^ gpv^irni^ . by fewipn ^^r^it .andvajf 
Egy P^» ^ 'tfc^^ Q W;fin^s ^f EtHipRia^ ; h^4i a<ifcn«cw- 
icdged their. siQvereignty fv Their , rights had 
beep suspended, though not destroy^ by ^ Jong? / 
U8i^irp«i9n ; and a& soon as he received. the Per^ 
^iaij^diadem, ^which birth and succiessftij tal«*l 
hadrplawd.upon his head, the first great jditity ^ i 
his station called upon him to restore: the ailci^i 
litnita. Rnd splendor of the monarchy *^i3C|it. 
Grfat Kipg, therefore (sueh was the: haughty > 
styie.of bis^.emb^sies, tcthe emperor Ahkm^mO^i 
commaiided the Romans instantlj^ to dflrp8trtffi?oift/, 

*^T}\is kingdom, from Osrboes, who gave a new aamt^ tp 
the obantry, to the last Abgarus, had lasted 353 years. *See the 
learned work of M. Ba^er, Historia Osrhoena et Edessena^ 

t Xenophon, in the preface to the Cyro^>aedia, gives Qi^yAr 
and magnificent idea pf the extent of the empire of Cyxvf' 
Hero^tns (1. in. K 79; ftc.) enters into a curious and particulaf 
description of tlie twenty great Satrapies into whicj? the Per- 
sian empire was divided by Darius Hystaspes. 
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to the Pbrsians the empire 1of-jyfi»trf^ 
thta&bki^jr^iatftirthe^f^^ ^ ^^ ;^^;^ 

bjri&iiri^lpnidied ^^)a»^*«^^^ most beiliiBi'-^ i^Hr''!-^?. 

8l4end^^afci»i^^id>^fidJ ap displayed tM- * "'" ^ 

pri^t^'^M gi^tii6*s<*e-thiir 1^^ Suchin- ,,,. ,. T 

eroiH^ ^s 'iSlucfe%S!sr • aft^ biFer oft tiegiircffttidri 
th<fc,:^tja^}^aiiti«» \)f %ar* ^ Both Alexander 
Swem iHfid ArW«e«*s, coHeeting the tnlBtary^ 
fof«e '<&f'^«tbe 'iRo!tfe.ri and Persian mcwiiirchies, 
resblved4t< this ithportant contest to lead their 

. iF>;«rewedit Vrtiafr^hoUlci si&em the iho&t authen- ^^etakW 
tic of all rfecordsv to oration, stfll extent, and:]^^^ 
delivered by the emperor himself to the senate, ®*T?^* 
wejimust allow that the victoj^y of Alexander 
Severus was not irrferior to any of those formerly 
obtained over the Persiians by the son of Philip. ] 
The arniy of the Great King consisted of one' * 
hundred and twenty thousand horse,» clothed in \ 
complete armour of steel ; of seren hundred ele*' 
phants^ with towers filled with archers on their ^ 
bac1», and of eighteen hundred chariots, armed - . 
with.^ythesJ This formidable host, the likie of '* . 
which is not to be found in eastern history, and 
has scarcely been imagined in eastern romancef^ 
XouJ. * Z , was*. 



t tliwe wiere two hundred scythed chariots at t|ie tiattle ^Ax* ' 
bela^ in the; host of Darius. In the vast army of /ngnHies,. which - 
was vanquished by LucuHns, seventeen ^am^nd ^<y^^i\|j yr ^ ^ 

corn- 
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3aA ^<ffl& jmmm akd v^ll 

c H A.p. mu^ ditoomfited m a giroat biittj0» a ^i«iMbvtll& 
vui* BjQom^ Afexaoder a^fcoved fakm^l^da^in^Fqpidi 

s—v—'. soldier aiidaskiUiiX smexak TJie^i&ii^tJang 
fled befinre ^ vaiow}, aii/:imloeBfifi.^D{)tys:^n<l 
^e conquest q£ iifiB&potsmi% vtt&!^ xb^.kmm'^ 
diate fruits of this si^ml yicjtof y, Swb arc, tk^ 
cipcuD^staaces of thi^ ^Ht^tatiqusk aisid iaiiE)if«p«<» 
bable rdatioB, dktatod, u it too plaif^y; app«j^r% 
by the vamty of the monafch, 94cm»A by th^ 
uablushing sfSE^vility of his flatt^cec^, B^f^^t^tWfA 
without i^omtv^eXuM by a di^l^t ^ondi QbB^ipcMwr 
Sjeaate *. Far ftom bciag ^Uned to bciie^^ 
tjiat the arms of Alexander obtained any xmtpg)!<;^ 
rable advantage over the P^rsi^os, we a?e i^^ 
duQed to suspect, tha^ all this hka^ cf isns^Ln^gry 
shw , ^^J d^sigu^d to coacepl^ spme r^l dis^ 

Oot 

cQUMpleteiy armed. Aniioclius brought fifty-four ^ephants into, 
the n^Td against the Romans-: by his firequent wars and negocraf ions 
-vf ith th«. princes, of Inihf, he ha<J pnce collected an hnnda^ed jand 
fifty of those great anim^ ; but it may be questioned, whether' 
tlie most powcrftil monarch of Hindostan ever formed aline of 
battle of seven huoidred elephants^ Instead of three oc fo^ir thou^ 
«and elephants, which the Great Mogul was supposed to possess, 
T^vemjer (Voynges^ part ii* 1. i. p, 19&») diseovered> by a no^ 
accurate in(jairy, that he had only five hundred fouhis oaggjage. 
and eighty or ninety for the service of war. Hie Greefe'have 
varied with regarii to the* number which Porus bcought into Hb^ 
field ; but Gluintus Curtius (viii. 18.), in this instance judicious 
and- moderate, is contented with eighty -five elephants, dirt ' in > 
£ju«sh«id;by th«ir size-aod strength. In Siam, where these ani* 
mals are the most numerous and the most esteemed, eighteen 
efi^harits are allowed as a sufficient proportion for oaoh of the 
nine brigades into which a just army is divided^ The whole 
number, of one hundred and sixty-two elephants of war, may^ 
sometimes be doubled. Hist, des Voyages, torn. iXf p. 39Q* 

^ Hist. August, f. 13». 
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OF TH2 ROMAN msim^ 339 

Od^ 3UiS|riciQ9^ fiift cmSffme^ by the ai^ibority chap* 
<rf .a> i^MfsdipKir^ ystoiiao^ who meHtioos the vni, 
*»t«fesfiof Alixawda^r with respect, luid his faults j^"'-^ "^' 
iriiAi icsrtido w. ' He' 4e^nb»s the judicious pian babie ac 
which! hiid been foiftned-fo? t*e conduct of the ^^"^"^ 
wSLt. Thr«ie Roman atmiife wetre destined to in- . 
vndeTersia at the snm«^ time, and by different 
re|^. But the operations of the campaigifi, 
though wisely concerted, were not executed either 
Wth ability or success. 'The first of these aiw 
mit$, as soon as it had entered the marshy plains 
0f Babylon, tolamrds the artificial conflux of the 
JEuphratcs and the Tigris/^, was encompassed by 
the superior numbers, and destroyed by the ar-r 
TOWS, of the enemy. The alliance of Chosroes 
king of Armenia f , and the long tr^ct of moun-. 
taihous country, in which the Persian cavalry wa^f 
of little service, opened a secure entrance into 
the heart of Media, to the second of the Roman 
arniies. These brave troops laid waste the adja- 
cent provinces, and by several successful actions 
against Artaxerxes, gave a faint colour to the 
emperor's vanity. But the retreat of this victo- 
rious army was imprudent, or at least xmfortunate. 
In repassing the mountains, great numbers of 
soldiers perished by the badness of the roads, and 
Z 2 ' the 



* M. de TiUemoAt has already observed, that Herodian's geo- 
graphy b somewhat confused. 

t Moses of Chorene (Hist. Armen. 1. ii. c. 71.) illustrates this 
invasion of Media, by asserting that Chosroes, king of -Armtnia^ 
defeated Artaxerxes, and pursued hfm to tlie* confines of India, 
The exploits of Chosroes have been magnified ; and hie ficted 9S 
9 dependent ally to the Romans. 
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340 tm^mmjim ^ ai^i fai^l 

thb sdV^t^t^r* of the wiiit^ siMKBOtu Jt^imdbetn 

penetrated into the opposite «^8^«fm»Jofilli&i^- 
sfi&ft domilPttons, the nmin bo%r tiftdttinti)!^ ^<lttt- 
mattd of Alexander hitriself,''f*6Bia^p|tof^*th«r 
attack, by mvadihg the centre of the 3iiti^&6ik. 
Sut the unexperienced youth- iwflueneed Wy lis 
mother's counsels, tod perlferps'bfy his onWi'ffttfs, 
deserted the bravest troops, tod the fkireit pro- 
spect of victory; and dfter'cdrtsrinriing in Meso- 
potamia an inactive and ingl^orious sumiher, he 
led back to Antioch an artriy diminished 1>5^ sick- 
ness, and protbked by disappointment. Ilie 
behaviour of Artaxerxes had been yerjf different. 
Flying with rapidity from thd hills of Media to 
the marshes of the Euphrates, he h4d every 
where opposed the invaders in person; and in 
either fortune, had united with the ablest con- 
duct the most undaunted resolution. But id se- 
veral obstinate engagements against the veteran 
legions of Rome, the Persian monarch had lost 
the flower of his troops. Even his victories had 
weakened his power. The favourable opportu- 
nities of the absence of Alexander, and of the 
confusion that followed that emperor's dfeath, 
presented themselves in vain to his ambition. 
Instead of expelling the Romans, as he pretend- 
^ ed, frpm the , continent of Asia, he found him- 
self unable to wrest from their hands the little 
province of Mesopotamia *. 

:' . . ' •■ The 

* For the account of this war, «ee ilarodian, 1. vi. p. S09, 
213. The old abbre viators and modern compilers have blindly 
followed the Augustan History. 
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OF THE' ROA»AN BMHRE. 341 

i 'Theiteign o£ . Afta:y:emes, whick from the last c h a p. 
^tidSb«AaQ£iberJBii$htws lasted only fpwte^n years, viu. 

i^toiiAirafiiftfariW^ ii9iarifl:the, history oC^e East, '* ^ '"' 
^wi^Beiiisl^itbatxffJflomt* His Gj*araq$er seems ^^IJIJ^ 
rStftf^ipiWT beeix/TOiijk?^ t)Qr those bd^^ com- i»»«^Aiw 
iW9B«iip^ i^tqs[psy, jth^ generally #stinguish ,the A^Tzio. 

^pa|)iise*- ^Tilktjie la^.^ of the Persian mo- 
,ii^c|iy, J|is-cp4e of l^ysr^.was r^jspected as the 
gyqi^fl-WOJik^f tjxeir civiiand religious policy*. 
.Several of his s^ipgs; are preserved. One of 
|heiB^;iii>^p!ftrtiwlar^;discQyeii5 a deep insight into 
,Ae coostitutioaof governinent*, ." The autho- 
" rity of the prince," said Artapcerxes, '* must 
" be defended by a military force j that force 
" can, only be, maintained by taxes ; all taxes 
" must, at last, fall upon agriculture ; and agri- 
" culture can never flourish except under the 
" prqtection of justice and moderation f/* Ar- 
taxerxes bequeathed his new empire, and his 
ambitious designs against the Romans, to Sapor, 
a son not unworthy of Ms great father; but those 
designs were too extensive for the power of Per- 
sia, and served only to involve both nations in a 
long series of destructive wars and reciprocal ca* 
lamities. 

23 The 

* Eutychius, torn. ii. p. 180. vers. Pocock. The great Chbs# 
- toeSi Noushirwan sent the Code of Artaxerxes to all liis satraps^ 
as the invariable rule of the^ir conduct. 

,. t D'Herbelot Bibliotheqae Orientale, au mot Jrdshtr. We 
may ol)serve, that after an ancient period of fables, and a lon^ 
interval, the modern histories of Persia begin to assume an air 
6f tttith With the dynasty of the Sassanides, ' 
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34a THE DSCLINI AMD TALL 

CHAP* The Bersians, long since civifi^ed and corhi^U 

viii. ed, were Ytry ftt from possessing the mdrtitl iii^ 

dependence, and the intitpfd hMdiness^* \mh of ' 

mind and body, which have iisiMtet«d> tfe^ n&tJ 

them barbarians masters of die- worlds IFhe ■ 

science of war, that comtituttd the more ratimmi. 

force of Greece and Rotne; as it now dew tsf 

Enrope, never madfe any tohsMembie pndg{«si 

in the East Those disorplined evolutions -wfakh 

harmonize and animate a confus^ midtstude^ 

were unknown to the Psrsians. They werfe 

equally unskilled in the arcs of constt%ictiag, bt*^ 

sieging, or defending regular fortifications. ThtLj 

' trusted more to their numbers than to their t?ou* 

rage ; more to their courage than to thtir dis^ 

their in- ci^ine. The infiintry was a half-arcned ispirit- 

twiptibk!' ^^^ crowd of peasants, levied in haste, by. thte 

allurements of plunder, and as easily dispersed 

by a victory as by a defeat. The monarch and 

his nobles transported into the caix^ the pside 

and luxury of the seraglio. Thir military <ipei^ 

rations were impeded by a useless train of Wo* 

men, eunuchs, horses, and camels ; and in the 

ftiidst of a successful campaign, the .Persian ho^t 

w4s ofteti separated or destroyed by an imexpcc- 

ted famine** 

JTheir ct- But the noblcs of Persia, in the bosom of lux* 

Mry cicci- yj.y aj^^ despotism, preserved a strong sense o£ 

personal gallantry and national honour. From 

the 

* Hetodiatt, 1. vi* p. 214. Ammianus MarCellinus, 1. xxiii. 
b. 6. Some differences may hi observed between the two histo- 
rians, the natural effects of the changes produced bA^ a century 
Mi4 a half* 
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thc;^g^ iff, sfft^pq^y^f?, they. were taug^ c h.a.p, 

tmlb,i^aifb^p|.iWi^jt,fee bQW,.aRd tot T^^i <w4it vin- 
wa5timi)iecn»%.c^f«;sed^ that in the two last pf ;. » '' 
the$§c^]^ . they. Jtf^ m^^ a more thm coxtmon 
pfafitSencyi*. / Th^iiJp5t4istingubh^^ 
edttimtxsd'Unde^f th»T»oijarctf s ^ye, practised their 
esserciaes in the gate oC^iis palace, andirere se- 
▼eip^y trained up ito th^ hahits of temper^ce aii^ 
obedience,: in their long andiaboriaus paries of 
httcmng. . Itievery province, thesatrap maintained 
a like iscboo! trf raiUtary virtue* The Persian 
TO>bies fsG laatuml is ifeeridea of feudal tenures^ 
receivfed^XDm the king's bounty lands and houses, 
' on the condition of tibeir service- in war. They 
were mady on the fir?;t summons to mount on 
horseback, with a martial and splendid train of . 
followers, and to join the numerous "bodies of 
guards, who were carefully selected fromum<Migst 
the most robust slaves^ and the bravest adventurers 
of Asia. These armies, botihi of light and of heavy 
cavairy, equally formidable by the impetuosity of 
Ihetr charge, and the rapidity of iheir motions;, 
threatened, as an impending cloud, the eastern 
provinces of the declining empire of Rome f. 

Z 4 Chap. 

^ The.Persiaw^ifestfflthe inestskSfid harsemen, andtiieit 
horses Uie finest in the Bast. 

I- Fratm Berodotois, Xenapken, tIerodi»n, iWnmranas, Chafxtki, . 
&c. I have extracted such probable accounts of the -Persian nof ' 
bflity, «s seem either common to every ^ge^ or particular to 
tint of the Sassanides. 
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1^ j3iaimaMm)»m[tJS3. 

^ The. State f^ Germany till ,tbfi Invest^ 

J ibarianSf in the Time *^ ri^ EmpCTor pj^jfSHfA t 

THE goyemment and re'li^ionVof ^^r^^^ 
deserved some npticej, from ttieyr^ coi^^pt^n 
with the degline /and fall Qjf t|i^ KQm^n,,<emj)ip, 
We sh^i occ^ionall/ mention the ^Spj^thi^^ ^.or 
Saramtian tribes, whict, with tlieif arms a^d 
horses, their flocks iwd herds, their mves, and 
families, wandered over the immense plains which 
spread themselves from the Caspian Sea to the 
Vistula, from the confines of Persia to those of 
vcrmahy, Jtit the warlike Germans, who first 
resisted, then invaded, and at length overturned 
^ific western, monarchy of ^pme, will occupy a 
ttuch more important place in this history, and 
possess a stronger, and, if we may yse the exprjes^ 
^bn, a more domestic, claim to our attention 
and regard. The most civilised nations of mq^ 
"dem Europe issued from the woods of Germaiiy; 
and in the rude institutions of those harhariahs 
we 'may still distinguish the original priiici;^ei6f 
our present laws and manners. In their primi- 
tive stiate of simplicity and independence, ific 
Gcrttiarii were siirveycd by the^^cettfin^ fc^e, 
laiid'4eKneati6d by the masteHy pencil, of Tadittls, 
thfe first trf" historians wbo applied the sciende-lbf 
^hil6sophy to the study of fects. The expressive 
0Bii€iitne&$ of hi$ descriptions has deserved tb ex- 
' ercisc 
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ercise the diligence of innumerable antiquarians, crap. 
and to excite the genius and penetration of the ^^ 
philosophic historian of (^\ir .own times. The ' "^-^ 
subject, ho we v^^ various' ai^' important, has al- 
ready been so freguentlj^ so ably, and so specks- 

" Iroy "4^ ^^2^"i^ is' now grown famiKip.r to 

thfe^iiikei, aM ffiffic'^^ writer. We shall 

therefore content ourselves with observing, ^d . ^ 

^'fedeW with repeating, some of the most imbor- , 

^'tahlbjrcufauitarices of climate, of manners, and .^ - . 
of iilstitutidhs^ which rendered the wild ,barb?i- 

"rians'of Ge'rmaiiy suchform^^^^^^ enemies to the 
"Roman power. ' \ 

Ancient Germany, excluding from its mde- g^^ 
pendent limits the province westw?ird of the 
Rhine, which had submitted to the Roman yol^c, 
extended itself over a third part of Europe, ^i- 

, most the whole of modem Germany, .Denlcnarjk, 

'Norway, Sweden, Finland, Livonia, Prussia, and 
the greater part of Poland, were peopled by the 
various tribes of one great nation, whose com- 
plexion, manners, and language, denoted a com- 
mon origin, and preserved a striking resemblance. 
Dn the west, ancient Germany was divided by 
the Rhine from the Gallic, and on the south, by 
the Pawube, from the lllyrian provinces of the 
eippire. . A ridge of hills, rising from thie ©a- 
nube, 9j;id called the Carpathian mountaipsi, ^9. 
ye:red Cermajay on the side of Dacia or IJui^^^. 
The efistem frontier was faintly marked by the 

.mijLtual fears of the Germans and the Sar^atiansi 
and Tva& ofteq confounded by the. mixture of war- 
ring ^d<confede»rating tribes of .{lie. twoi^^tions. 

In 
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246 THE BKCLINl XHD mm 

irapet&ctly ^eacrM a f rosea ooun iiutf lagr jbo^;* 
y<»d the Bidtic 9ta, aad befosid^die BeikisBiia^ i 
or istoads* of Sc4injinavigL > ^ . ; 

Some iagemous writera f haif« tWkpKMcjil&iB^ - 1 
lE^QXOpc was ia«ch colder formerly than k is^ jk •. 
present ; and the most vmdcat ^dmcd^eA <d Ibft - 
climate of Germany t^id exceedk^j to iiumSvm* t 
their theory. The general complaints of inteiMie 
frost, and eternal winter, are perhaps Httle t€i hff 
regiarded, since we luve no method of iteduciqf 
to the accurate 'Standard Df die theianomeier, the 
feelings, or the expressions of an osator„ bona isr 
the happier regions of Greece or AsisL But I 
shall select two remarkable circiunstttnces (of a 
less equivocal nature, j. The great rivers which 
covered the Roman provinces, the^Riiine and the 
iDanube were frequently frozen over, and ca* 
pable of supporting the naost enormous wei^ts. 
The barbarians, who often chose that severe s^a* 
son for their inroads, transported, without appre- 
hension or danger, their numerous armies, their 

cavalry^ 

• f he modern 'phliosophf^rs o^ Svredciiseem agteed, -that th« 
waters of the Baltic graduallj^ sink in it re«lar propoitioji, whidb 
they have ventured to estimate at half an inch every year* 
Twenty ceuturks a^o, the flat <coumry of Scandinavia mo^t have 
been covered by the sea ; whiie the high lands rose aboy-e tke 
waters, as so many islands of various fornis^ and dimengions* 
Such indeed is the notion given us by Mela, Ptoy, said Tacitus, 
of the vast countri^ round the Baltic* See in the BibUotheque 
Kaisonne, tom* xL and xlv. a large abstract of Dalin's History of 
Sweden, composed in the Swedish lanputgit* 

t In particular, Mr Hume, the Abbe duBos' and M* PelJoWier^ 
Ifist..des Celtesjtom. i. 
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taatdtcf , Eiji thfiif ' heavy wiggMBs; amt u ^nmt tt a p^ 
dad «ioisd brid^ cf ice^« Modem ages iiave 2>Dt ix. 
praseixfecd. -to ittstea^c of a Mke phdssnonittfidil. '-^v** 
^. The tein-deer, that usofui animfid, ftom Ydwuni 
diB skvigec^ tte Noith deiives the best comfotts 
t>f Us'diieftrfr lifis^ is of a constitution tiiat su)p- 
Jt>(ms^ and ei^eid reafuires, tine mast itite£i9e coibi. 
Mt is foixml cfa the rack of Spitz]|ei:gv within t^i 
degrees of ttoe Poje? he aBeHis to delight in the 
fdiow^ ^f Lapknd and Siberia.; bat 'at ptesent he 
-cairtiot subsist, much less multiply » in imytCbuiitty 
to ttfe south of the Baltic f . in the dme of Caesar, 
tibe ]»3ii*d€eci, iSis well as the eik, and the wild 
bull, was a nativie of the Hej>cy nian forest, "ychich 
then overshadowed a great patt of Germany slid 
Poland %. The modem improyements ««affidaa% 
tecplain the causes of the dixoonution of the cold. 
These immense woods have beenjgradnaiiy cleats 
edj which intercepted frdtn tfae^«i«th the rays ^oi 
the sura §. Ti^ moi^asses have been dfasned, mid, 
in pc^D|iortion as the soii has bea^ cidtivated^ the 
tiit has become more tempec-ate. Gaimda, at tiasi 

day, 

* 1^16(101*03 Sicuius, 1. V. p. 840. fidh. We^seL Hc«odi»|>|, 
1. vi. p. 291» Jornandes, c. 55. On the banks of the Danube,' 
the wine, wheh broughit to tiible; ivas fre^^^oetft^y frozen into 
^at lumps, frusta vini. Ovid . Epist. ex P<Jb*o, 4. iv. 7^ ^ 40. 
Virgil, Georgic. 1. iii. 355. "The fact is confirmed by a soldier 
«aftii t !!philosopher, who had experienced the intense cold of 
Thrace. See Xenophon, Anabasis, 1. vii. p. 560. Edit. Hut* 
chinson. 

t BufFon Histoire Naturelte, toin, xii; J). Tfll, 1^. 

i t3«SBr de BeH. Cl^iic. vi. f S, ftc. i^Jie nidsJt Inqufeilivfc of 
«he Germans were ignorant of its utfoost limits;, akhoughscfate 
of them had travelled ia it jnore ihan sixty daysjonrli^. 

S €)iiveri«6 (Germania Antique, 1. iii. c 47.i) iaveetigflles the 
small and scattered lietiiaiins 6i t^e ilercyftiaa wood. 
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CM^ F. 4f0r#;i3 nn ceicact pietaiveiioffvaiidsnt.AeiinaDy^ 

• ' '■'-'-" ' .finvt {MKwincf^ Qf .Erwicorian4*BiigIlrtidirltltot 

x^eiprdeer a^ very qwner<H»; )tk«^'8rw»4ni$( fe- 
vered with deep and lasting snow, A94>ilK^g|att 
^ver of St, ikwvf^pe^M i^fp^la^ a 

» seasoii when >hp watjgyrs pf ;the .Seine; ^^>,t)ie 
Thames are muaUy, free fifi^mjce .*- . , .,, . 
][«i*ctt .. ItisdifficuU tOiasqeQ;^^^^^^ 

"*■ rate, the influe.nce of the cjiipate of anciupptj (f^- 
many over the minds and bodie3 of, the .natiyfs. 
Many writers have Supposed, and niQ$t hayq^al- 
lowed^ though, as it should seem^ without any 
adecpiate.propf, that the rigorp^s cold of the 
North was favourable to long life and generative 
vigour, that the women were more fruitful, and 
the human species more prolific, than in warmer 
or more temperate climes f . We may assert, 
with greater confidence, tl^at the keen air of Ger- 
many formed the large and masculine limbs of 
the natives, who were, in general, of a more lofty 
stature than the people of the South f, gave them 
4 kind of strength better adapted to violent ex- 
ertions than to patient labour, and inspired them 
with constitutional bravery, which is the re^plt of 
nerves and spirits. The severity of a winter cam- 
paign, 



* Charlevoix Histoire- da Canada* 

t Olaus Riidbeck asserts that the Swedish women odfc#iirbear 
tenor twelye children, and not uncommonly twenty or thirty; 
but t|ie ^thority of Rudbeck is much tohe suspected. 

*?4[ii hd^'aftn^, in hM coipora, qu« minuiMir, ekcrescunt. 
Tacit. Germania, c. 80* Ckiver* I. h c 14» 
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jefith*>*?tS^*i^^i»h©2itt; their turn t^rere \n«aa)le ^*-v— ^ 
^£rrest)Ar>:tbsoiu9»rie3*^rh«i^, ^^di^s^t^ iSLvmy 
-^ km^O&r e^^^kk^t^l^ tfildifer' tht beams c^ sni 

^ ^^TAWe* ii tiirt'^*i]^%Bfcrcj iipon thte gtebe, a^ai^e Mgin of 

tute of inhabita'iils?,' brN*1i6Se-first ik)pulation can 
beltM'witft aiij^Megfe^ certainty. 

And yet- 'as th^ most philosophic minds can s^- 
ISdtn refrain' frdni iiivestigating the infancy of 
^^re^t nations, ' our curiosity consumed itself in 
Hbilsome and disappointed efforts. When Tacitus 
considered the purity of the German blood, arid 
tlie forbidding aspect of the country, he was dis- 
posed to pironounce those barbarians Indigena^ or 
natives of the soil. We may allow with safety, 
and perhaps with truth, that ancient Germany 
was .'npt originally peopled by any foreign colo- 
mes already formed into a political society J; but 
that the name and nation received their exis- 
tence from the gradual union of some wandering 

savages 

* Plutarch, m Mario. The Cimbri, by way of amusement, 
^flen $lid down mountains of snow on their broad shieldt. 

: t The^Romans made war in all climates, and by their excellent 
discipline were in a great measure preserved in health and rigour. 
« It may be remarked, that man is the only animal which can 
live and multiply in every country from the equator to the 
poles. The hog seems to approach the nearest to oar species in 
thai privilege* 

' i Tacit. German, c. 3. The emigration of the Gauls followed 
the course of the Danube, and discharged itself on Greece and 
M\^% Tapitua oould discover only im« mconsider^lb^ tfi^e that 
retained any traces of a GaUic origin. 
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95» THE HECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. mngit$.of th^ JUtoynMi wxxis* To anim time 
u. sRva^et to Imvo bfMUH tlie ipQiilweQfu&. pr«duc«km 

' - -' <rf tkt ewth which they inhabiied, wcnild beiai' 
iMh ttiference, condemned by leHgieOy Md un* 
varraptod by reason* 

M4etaiid Su^h rational doubt is but iU-snilfedwilh tke^ 
genius of popular vknity. Among* the sMilnns 
who have adopted the Mosaic hi^ory of the worid, 
die ayk of Noah has been of the same use, te was 
fortneriy to the Greeks and Romanis the siege of 
Troy. On a narrow basis of acknowledged truths 
an immense but rude superstructure of feble has 
been erected ; and the wild Irishman "*; as well 
as the wild Tartar f , could point out the indivi- 
dual son of Japhet, from whose loins his ancestors 
were lineally descended. The last century abound- 
ed with antiquarians of profound learning and 
easy faith, who, by the dim light of legends and 
traditions, of conjectures and etymologies, con-, 
ducted the great grandchildren of Noah from the 
Tower of Babel to the extremities of the globe. 
Of these judicious critics, one of the most enter* 

taining 



* According to Dr. Keating, (History of Ireland, p. 13, M.) 
the giant Partholanus, who was the son of Seara, the sbn of 
£sra> the son of $ra, the $on of Framiuit, the son of FathadflR, 
the son of Magog, the son of Japhet, the son of Noah, landed 
on the coast of Munster, the 14th dav of May, in the year of 
the world one thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight. Tho* 
he succeeded in his great enterprise, the loose behaviour of his 
wife rendered his domestic life very unhappy, and provoked him 
to 9uch a degree, that he kill^«— her favourite greyhound. 
This, as the learned historian very properly observes, was the 
fi'st instance of female falsehood smd infidelity ever known in 
Ireland. 

t G^aeabgical History of the Tartar? by Abulghazi Bahadur. 
Khan, 
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taHNag»m.OllHasBiudbe€k, p^iSas^oic m tke ttnik g h ap^i. 

10 l»story » &Wte». tte* »eafcw*s pdiriot; «*cFibes tw '-- ' -^ 
bi»^ QWWitags, Fro» Swr<;4^o..X¥ihi«fe fcri&ed so* 
cofiwdcfable » part ^ ^mmnt Germtog?) the 

isi^leiTS, iheb «|}¥»om(y an^ their rdigionu Of 
ik»t 4i^\ighj^ ]?^gHPi, (for mdk « nfppeared to tfa^ 
e3re3 of a fitatxvt) the Atlantis, of JPbto, the oma* 
tiy q£ the. ^yper^csEiieam^ the gardens of the Hes* 
pei^idoSf the Fortwua^e Islands, ^d even the EJy-^ 
»an Field3, were all but faint aod imperfect tran^ 
sciipts^ A clijnc SO: profiisely favoured by Nature^ - 
cotild not kmg. remain desert aftev the flood* 
The Itaroedl JLudb^k allows the family of NoaH 
a few years to multiply firora eight to about 
twenty thousand pcrsonj. He then disperses theni 
inso small colonies to replenish the eairtb^ and to 
propagate tbe human species* The German or 
Swedish detachment (which noiarch^ if I am not 
mistaken, uoder the commaad of Askenasi the 
son of Garner^ the son of Japhet) distinguished 
Itself by a more than common diligence in the 
prosecution of this great work. The northern 
hive cast its swarms over the greatest part of 
Europe, Africa and Asia; end (to use the author'a 
metaphor) the blood circulated from the extre- 
mities to the heart. 

But all this well-labovu:ed system of German The Ocv* 
antiquities is annihilated by a single feet, too,well ^^y^ 

attested teti> 

* His work, entitled Atlantica, w uncommonly scares. Bayle 
has given two most curious extracts from it. Republique des 
Lettres Janvier et Feyrier, 1<J85, 
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M. tmi a naMmr to JeM« tobnti fdv ttiqr tfe^ly. ^^9lMe^ 
Oenmrisi iii tks age of IfUitiiM^t wkiH^^im^ 
tinted iwiftbJbe itite of ' letttm Mr?- and^'^lie'illit' 
ci leVtm iBi the principal ciyGiiiDrtfnecrdtttrdiitin^ 
guishts a ciriS^ pcQpkf'ftiW a/bdid ^mmv^f^ 
ionpable of luumk^^^oE'vafleotkA^ IViDlioisti 
tkat ajrtificiaL help, the h!em$9^M«ifi)Kf Mon dm«' 
«patc9 or cu^Tupts theiikMJntrMatfdtthf ttchwiB^ 
and the nobler £Eu:ultie$ of the mind, no lof^ei: 
supplied with nv)dels orwitbrinateriaUf gt^dtwAly 
forget their powi&rs ; (he, jit^gmefit laiefKHW^ 
feeble and lethargic, the imagin^ition ]smgm4i(X^ 
irregular. Fully to apprehend thi/i ImporMwt 
truth, let us attemjptj in an improve^ society,, to 
calculate the immense distance between.the no^ 
of learning and the illiterate peasant. Thf^ foir* 
mer, by reading and reflection, multiplies W$ 
own experience, and lives in distant ages and re- 
mote countries; whilst the latter, rooted to a 
single spot, and confined to a few years of exist- 
ence, surpasses, but very little, his fellow- 
labourer 

* Tacit* Germ, ii* 19. Literamm secreta viri pariter acj fxttnlAm 
ignorant. We ma^ rest contented with this decisive andio- 
sny, without entering into the obscure disputes concerning the 
antiquky of the Ronic characters. The learned Celsius, a ^^ede, 
ik scholar, and a philosopher, was of opinion, that they were no- 
^ng more than the Roman lexers, with the curves changed io-> 
to straight lines for the ease of engraving. See Pelloutier, His- 
toire des Celtes>l. ii* c. il« Dictionairre Diplomatique, toai.i. 
p. sas. We may add* that the oldest Runic inscriptHins are s«ip> 
yosed tp be of the third century, and the most ancient writer 
who meivtions the Runic characters is Venantitts Fovtunaitus, 
(Carm. vii. iS.) who lived towards the end of the sixth century • 

tvS^Aw iraxineis pi^^^Kfinr Rvka tabellis* 
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tumtgnjkitt fpmilltttvtoeaisn&tialtis diao/bckrrcxid 
MMtobofstaMrifiMEiHncf' imiiitiiigfp fld i {)eoj^ >hli 

Mnb:t)«^l|Sei^:ii9f--e«r%r |K)s^k4'hi any tdi^rslbie 
dagjliafi^Bfitf^tkm, <A<^«iseful aikd agre^ble aM 

<*>IlftlJ W ,ltu-A -H* ^: ':...■ a - ' >■■■■ ■■■'«■ 

e*Hy'deStit«*ev - I^Ky passed their lives in a state 
oPigtidlfit^^ arid'^^verty,-'w^^ has ^le^se^ 

sbtiit 'detilhimef s * to dighiFy with '' Vh4 appellation 
df vilflrdbu^ ^tTTiplicfty. Mbdfcrn CJerirfAriv ii sai^ 
ti'^corit^iri^ lafTibuV two thousand fliree hundred 
wallet'' towns *.' tn a much wider extent of 
cbiintry, the geographer Ptolemy cpulcl discover 
no 'rtiore than ninety places, which he decorates 
\^itli the name of cities \ i though, according to 
our ideas, they wbiild but ill deserve that splendid 
title. .We can only stippose them to "have been 
rude fortifications, constructed in the centre of 
the wpods, and designed to secure the women, 
children, and cattle, whilst the warriors of t|ie, 
tribe marched out to repel a sudden invasion :( : 

■ VbL. I. : ' A a ; - '::■' . 



* ilecherthes; Philosophiqups star les AraericairtsrV totrnfii.- {^. 
d9^ •Tlte airtlior «f that-very ctnfoa^WoEk te, if 1 Arti no^iriis* 
informed, frOwman by birth. '''-'.. ""'■'■ *'^ >'-' M 

t TTitf *Alfea!«!rtan Geogr^ptierls bft^^hcStitfeerf.bytlffeiicc'fc^^ 
rateOlnVerfud.' ' ^ >/^ ' ■< ■ /' "'^- .' 

* .See Caesar, and the- Varr.^Miv W^takei^ 1rft^^Rfi^% of 
Manchester, vol. i. 
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354 THB;9fK^D^ ,AND ITAIJ^t « 

CH A'.F. But Tacitw^tas^Btei ;» si,mfiarias^$g^f^^i ft|^ 

mdostryyiWf^pe&afrCQBfin^aM tfeapj^ 

gtt0U8 or formediiito.t'egttlw viB»rt$ j w^j^l^^ 
Vanan fimdbhis ifideiK:^4eiiti^ii^9g709jtb^/H^( 
to which aopktn^ a wood^. oriti.$tmfiin.^ofi^ 
watcr^ had isduced bk» to gi^^ the.pre^eirtiif:^ 
Neither stone,.: adr brick» Bor: tjle^^ wem y^m* 
ployed in theses light ^habjtta^Qns|» . TliQjriweiie 
indeed no nvxre than low buts jof a cirpui^ fi^dlie^ 
built of rough timber, thatc^hed u4tb strlaw^ ^i^ 
pierced kt the top to leave a £xec passage ibrxihe 
knc&e* la the most inckm^nt ^vpuxter^ the 
hardy German mtss satisfied witiia scanty:^tiinfint 
made of the skin of some a(nimaL The natiosy 
who dwelt towards the North, clothed themsehrds 
in furs ; and the women manu&ctured fcfr their 
own use a coarse kind of linen |. The ^me of 
various sorts, with which the forests of Geilimftny 
were plentifully stocked, supplied its inh^tant^ 

* Tacit. Germ. 15. 

t When the Germans jcommanded theUbii of Cologne to ca^ 
off the Roman yoke, and -with their new freedom to resuxJre thiif 
SM>^ieiit manners, thejr insisted on the i9imed|^te <ilei6o^6ii,4l 
tiie walls of the colony. *^ Postulamus a vobis, miiros colonuc, 
^ munimenta servilii^etrahatis ; «tiam fera animaliit, si ^Utfeli 
f ten^as, vjrtutis ot^viscuntur,*? T^^ JSist, ,iv^ 64* : ;' , .' j j r- 

t The straggling villages of Silesia ve several miles in lea^. 
S«e Cluver. 1??: c. 13>^^ i^ ^^^^^ 

.. 4 Oaf httndi*ed and forty^years after Tacitus, a few more "W- 
^lar structures were erected near the Rhine and Danube. H^ro- 
dian, 1. vii. p. 234. 

If Tacit* Germ. 17. ^ ;;v >* jb^T "* 
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^hfmSi^zfa^ef^&tti^'^. Theitttionrtiddti'sliefKRc^H^AWp.' 
^ijattlfe, teis? iietnkkablfe indeed for th^if beauty i«: 
tMfiwfbr their mility f, fottoed tb6 principal ott-* 
jfed-tif th^ir /Wealth. "A siftall quantity of coim 
yn^^'fhe only ptodatfe exacted from the earth ; 
th^'us^ <>f orchat(4¥ or artificial meadows was un- . 
kfix3WiiHdth€f Germans; nw can We expect an5^ 
ikfprotementsr irPagricukure from a people, whose 
property cvery'yea«xperienced a general change 
hy\ ne^r division of tlie arable lands, and who, 
itt 'diat istrange operation, avoided disputes, by 
$?tiflfering agreat part of thdr territory to lie waste 
bnd vi^themt tilla:ge "*: ' 

Gold, silver, and iron, were extremely scarce mdof the 
in Germany. ' Its barbarora inhabitants wanted "^gJ^ **' 
both skill w^d patience to investigate those rich 
veins of silver, which have so liberally rewarded 
the attention of the princes of Bnmswick and 
SaKony* Sweden, which now supplies Embpe 
with iron, was equally ignorant of its own riches; 
and the appearance of the arms of the Germans 
ftttnifijb^ a sufficient proof how little iron they 
\|^re able to bestow on what they must have 
deemed the noblest use of that metal. The va- 
rious transactions of peace and war had intro- 
duqed some Roman coins (chiefly silver) among 
the l[>orderers cif the Rhine and Danube; but the ' 
most dista^nt tribal were absoluttly imacquainted 
with the use of money, carried on their confined 
traffic by the eJt'charige of commodities, and 
' ♦ / . A a a priced 

* TaqiU Germ. 5. t Caesar, de Bel!. Gall. vi. 9K 

t Tacit. Germ. 30. Caesir, vi. 29. 
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3Sfi THE DECLSJE AND FALL 

CHAP, prized their rude earthen vessels a^ of equal value 
IX. with the silver vases, the presents of Rome tq 
' their princes and ambassadors *. To a mind 
capable of reflection, such leading facts convey 
more instruction, than a tedious detail of subor- 
dinate circumstances. The value of monej has 
been settled by general consent to express our 
wants and our property; as letters were invented 
to express our ideas; and both these institutions, 
by giving a more active energy to the powers 
and passions of human nature, have contributed 
to multiply the objects they were designed to re- 
present. The use of gold and silver is in a great 
measure factitious; but it would be i;iipossibJk to 
enumerate the important and various services 
which agriculture, and all the arts, have received 
from iron, when tempered and fashioned by tha 
operation of fire, and the dexterous hand ^f maHi 
Money, in a word, is the most universal idcite^ 
mcnt, iron the most powerful instrument, of 
human industry ; and it is very difficwk to ceypt- 
ceiv^e by what means a people, neither actu»t€4 
by the one, nor seconded by the other,. , could 
emerge from the grossest barbarisni f , 
Their indo- If w$ contemplate a savage nation in aqy part 
leric*. Qf the globe, a supine indolence apd a carele^^A^ss 
of futurity wiji.be found to constitute their gene- 
ral character. . In a civiliz^ed static, every f^cvilty 

.of 

^ Tacit. Germ. 6. 

t It is said that Mexicans and Peruvians, without the use of 
either money or iron, had made a verj great progress in the arts. 
TRiose arts, and the monuments riiey produced, have been 
strangely magnified. See Recherches sur leg Americains^ torn. 
ii. p, 1(53, &c. 
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of jnai;! is expanded and exercised; and the great c M a p. 
ckaiix of i»»tuaL dependence conxiects and em- ix. 
bmpjes the seteral members of society. The most ^— v— ' 
niJTO^rous portion of it is employed in constant 
asad useful labour* The select few, placed by 
fattune above that wjcessity, can^ however, fill 
u^ their time by the pursuits of interest or glory, 
by the improvement of their estate or of their 
understaading^ by the duties, the pleasures, and 
even the follies of social life. The Germans were 
not possessed of these varied resources. The care 
of the hofose and family, the management of the 
lai^d and cattle, were delegated to the <^d and 
the infittn, to women and slaves. The k^y war- 
rror^ destitute of every art that might employ his 
leisure haurs^ consumed his days and nights in 
the aijiiniai gratifications of sleep and food. -And 
yet, by a wonderful diversity of Nature, (accord- 
ing to the remark of a writer who had pierced 
into its darkest recedes,) the same barbarians ai?e . 
by turns the most indolent and the most restless 
of mankind. They delight in sloth, they detest 
tranquillity *• The languid soul, oppressed with 
its own weight, anxiously required some new and 
powerful sensation ; and war and danger were the 
only amusements adequate to its fierce temper. 
The sound that summoned the German to arms 
was grateful to his ear. It roused him from his 
uncomfortable lethargy, gave him an active pur- 
suit, and, by strong exercise of the body, • and ' 
violent, emotions of the mind, restored him to a 
A a 3 more 

* Tacit. Germ. 15. 
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GiTA-F. mMe Irv^Ijr sense of his el&ittxksA. {Ifithexd^Jft 
It. intervals' of peace, tfaeie barbttriaAs weseiomncP 
derately addicted to deep gdsrufig'and eimdssyro 
drinking; both of wbkh; by dSffevepit mcatts^ 
the one by inflaming their passiatft, the otlje»^]>y 
extinguishing their feasoh; alike rented thent' 
from the pain of thinking. They gloried ib 
passing whole days and nijghts at table ; dnd'lJhe 
blood of friends and relations often stained tiMiv 
numerous and drunken assemblies *. Their debts 
of honour (for in that light they haye traniflaStted 
to us those of play) they discharged Vrith the most 
romantic fideHty. The desperate gamester, who 
had staked bis person and liberty on a 1^ throw 
of the dice, patiently submitted to the decision 
of fortune, and suffered himself to be bound, 
chastised, and dold into remote slavery, by his 
weaker but more lucky antagonist f . 
T^tt^ Stroijig beer, a liquor extracted with very fitlle 
liquors. ^tt fronx whcat or barley, and corrupted (as it is 
strongly expressed by Tacitus) iiito a certain sem- 
blance of wine, w^ sufficient for the gross pur- 
ppses of German debauchery. But those whd 
had tasted the rich wines of Italy, an4 afterward 
of Gaul, sighed for that more delicious species of 
intoxication. They attempted not, however, (as 
has since been executed with so much success,) 
to naturalize the vine on the banks of the Rhine 
and Danube; nor did they endeavour ti;^ proouie 

■■•■ . ■ ; ."•■■■■■"*y 

f Tacit. (Jerm. 2?, 23. 
' t Id. 24. The Oermans might borrow the aiis of play from 
the iU>iiians, but the passion is wonderfully inherent in the hu* 
man species, ; ^ 
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tilotejmil^h «kyfed fj^&mt^* The Tus«i«i wba 
bfiUlbjfftd : hj^ : ^untry ft>. the Celtic aations^^ ^t> 
tR^cSteiothlpm iiftpt J^y. by the prpspect of the 
jfi4|ib fmits and 4<Sci[Qus, wifles, the productions 
nf a ib0j>pifr isKmatj^jf* Apdin the same maimer \ 
tb^sGeiinpi. a^lia^ies, inyite^iato Frauce durinjg 
thie^cml :waa:s of.the sixteenth c^tiiry> wt^^ s^ 
l^risd by t^e promise of plejifeoti? quarters; in - 
<}ie provinpes of Champaigjne a«d Burguni^ %. 
J^nkenness, the most illiberal, but not the most 
dwgierous, of our vice$y was sometimes capable^; 
in a less civilixed state of mankind, of occi^pn^, 
ing a battle, a war, or a revolution. 

The climate of ancient Germany has been mol- state of 
lified, : ^^ the soil fertilized, by the labour of pop«^^^o«»' 
tea centuries from the time of Charlemagne. 
Xhe same extent of grounds which at presentmain- 
tairis,, in ease and plenty, a million of husband- 
ipen.and artificers, was unable to supply a,nliun-^ 
dreid thousand laz^y warriors with the simple ne- 



i.- 



c^ssaries pf life j]. The Germans abandoned their, 
Y , A a 4 immense* 

\t. Plutarch, in Camillo. T. Liv. v. S3. 

X Dubos. Hist, de la Monarchie Francoise, torn. i. p. 1931 
t S The Helvetian nation, which issued from %h^ c^iyitjry. called 
Switzerland, contained, of every age and sexi„^ S^aVlS)*^ permits, 

■■■■■■"• ■'■ ■ ;•' '■ / ■;.;■/:!.*:.#'.¥. 
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'^i^Jin' kosMnst forests ^ itbe eaDomise. of hiBitang^/ein* 
'Jx* ^oyed in pasturage >thc4Tiostffiffioaidcrabl€<^pai!t of 
tlicir land^, bestowed oir the: sffnoU remsmder a 
rude and careless cultivation, add then aceiksed 
the scantiness and sterility of a cbtintic}ptlmt(^ire- 
fused to maintain the multttnde of>it2Dinlxabi96^ts, 
When the return of foUiinesdi^erely^moliished 
them of the importance of the arts, the national 
distress was som^mes alleriatjed by the emigra- 
tion of a third, perhaps^ or a fourtb. part of their 
yottth *. The possession and the f njoym^i^lt: of 
property are the pledges nvhicJi bind a civiKs^ed 
people to an improved country- But the Ger- 
mans,, who carried with them what they naost 
valued, their arms, their cattle^ and their women, 
cheerfully abandoned the vast silence of their 
woods for tl^e unbounded hopes of plunder and 
conquest. The innumerable swarms that issued, 
or seemed to issue, from the great storehouse of 
tiations, were multiplied by the fears of the van- 
quished, and by the credulity of succeeding' ages. 
And from facts thus exaggerated, an opinion was 
gradually established, and has been supported by 
writers of distinguished reputation, that, in the 
age of Caesar and'Tacitusy the inhabitants pf the 
North were far mpre nunierous th^q they are in 

our 

(Caesar de Bell. Gall. i. 2&.) At present, the Tiumber of pipople in 
the Pays de Vaud (a small district on the banks of- the Leman 
Lake, much mort- dislijigiiishedfor politeness than for industry) 
amounts to 112,591. Ste an excellent tract of M. Mtitet in the 
. jiidnoires de la Societe de Bern, 

* Paid Diaconus, c*; f , 2, 3. Mach iavel, Ba villa, and the rest 
o*" Paul's foUowefs, represent these emigrations too ^nucli'as r^^! 
gular an<i concerted measures, ' -^ - - > 
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nmt: days »*. ^ ^ A ' more sdjfious -inquft-y /itit^ f4h^. ft ft A r. 
oaa^e^idf J jpofMilatiea' iseems toj have » c<mrii]M9ed *^* 
mbdemi irfiilbsc^heps of tfte> falsehood'^: atid io^oed-*^**^*^ 

' »tiie;knpoiiibility,!of' the suppositions. Ta thfe 
nfimies of Mariana and «f Machiavelf^ we^aix 
opp6se the ecfnal iiamte ^ Robertson artd ibjMt J. 
• ' A warlike nation like the Germans, "^^hout ^^J^ 
either citieSj letters, arts; or moneys found some - 
compensation for this savage state in the ^njoy- 
mehi of liberty. Their poverty Secured tJieir 
freedom, sinci our desires and our possessions arc 
tlie sttofige^t fetters of despotism* *• Among 
^ the Saiones (says Tacitus) riches are held in 
♦* honour. They are tbertfore subject to an ab- 
*^ solute monarch, who, instead of intrusting his 
" people with the free Use of arms, as i& practised 
♦* in the rest of Germany, commits them to the 
♦* safe custody not of a citizen, or even of a 
♦* freedman, but of a slave. The neighbours of 
** the Suiones, the Sitones, are sunk even below 
^' servitude; they obey a woman §." In the 
mention of these exceptions, the great historian 
sufficiently acknowledges the general theory of 
government. We are only at a loss to conceive 
by what means riches and despotism could pene- 
trate 



* Sir William Temple and Montesquieu have indulged, OA 
this subject, tlie usual livelinew of tJieir feacy. ^ 

• t M&chiav^l Hist, di Firenze, 1. i. Mariana Hist. Hispafi. 1, v, 
e- It , 

4 Robertson's Charles V. Hunie's Political Essays. 

§ Tacit. German. 44, 45. Frenshemius (who dedicated his 
supplement to Livy, to Christina of Sweden) thinks proper to lie 
very angry with the Homan^ VflxQ ex'pres^ed s6 v«iyli(tle rete^ 
rehc^ for Northern queens. - . '\ ' ' 
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fin THE miQsmi jamy fjux i^ ^ 

cuj^f^i tiatle into « t€mote;eQnier':>a£:(thfii'N(>ii^ 
n^ . eocckpgimh ^the: gencows AaaieirthabiUbted .iiitfa 
SQcfaJfoffcxniess oa the firq^iiias .^oflidiqi&oiiianL 
{NroTioGcs; or how the joKfistxtmiofi tfaBMhilaBds 
and Norwi^paBs, so distoi^g^shfed «in^ib«ter/^g^^ 
By their unconquered. spiiit, cmiU'^hos ^tanitti^ 
i^gn the great character of Oensiiaa MdsXf % 
Some tribes, howeyer^ on thecoaitt:iof tibe i^]^, 
acknowledged the aathotoity ^f fcings^ thottgil 
without relinquishing the ri^ts^of iliei^f ^ but to 
the fax greater part of Osmixnyy the form >of 'gQCf 
mmment was a d^nociaey ^ tempered i^debd, 
swd controUed, not so muoh by general and pd^ 
sitive laws, as-by tl^ occasional ascendant of 
birth or v^our, of eloquence or superstition :{:« 

^^ ' Ciliil govemmeiHs, in their first institutions, 
aie yolunt:u7^560ciaticms fc^ mutual defence. To 
dbtan^ the desired end, it is absolutely nec^saty, 
that each individual should conceive himis^if 
efbliged to submit his private opinion and ac- 
tions, to the judgment of the greater number of 
his associates. The German tribes were contented 
with this rude but liberal outline of political so- 
dety. As soon as a youth, bom of free parents, 
had attained the age of manhood, he was int^dn- 

: discsed 

- f May we not suspect that superstition ^yas the parent of de$* 
. fNOtism r fhe descendants of Odin (who^e race was not extinct ' 
tiM tlie rear 1060) are ^aiii to have reigned in, Sweto abov^a 
thousand years. The temple of Upsal was the ancient seat ofrej. 
ligionana empire. In the year 1158 I find a singular law, pror ' 
hihiting the u^e and profession of arms to any except the king's 
guards. Is it not probable that it was coloured by the pretence 
of reviving an old institution ? See Dallin's History of Sweden 
inl^ Btbiidthe^tue^ Rsil^onileei torn. xL and xlv^ -^ ^ -^ ''^ 

t Tg^^iQ^tsu C. *8»' Md. 0. 1 1, 13, 18, &c. ' ^ 
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dacedrtatd^te^geneial counAa of his couiitry* chap* 
riB^, IsQletxiidff invested ^tii a shield and spear, ^x* 
aaBd:aA)pt0d as an ei^l atid worthy member of ' 
tfaerfililitaiy cornmonwcaikh; The assembly of 
the-^warriorsiof fthe tr^ \pias convened at stated 
ijei^scms, or olft sudden emergencies. The tria] 
<^ pubEc oi$mo^j, the election of magistrates# 
aiid tfee groat ^jucsines!? of? peaxae and war^ weace 
de|]i$Grtmned:by its independent voice. Some^ 
^ilDi^' iiyked* thesis important questions were 
pi^vioualy ccmsidered^ andipriqiared in a more 
^ttecit qoiiacil of the pnbtcipal chieftains^. The 
ms^tisate3 imght deliberate and persuade^ the 
people only could resolve andexec«ite; and the 
resolutions of the Germans were for the most part 
basty and violent. Barbarians accustomed to 
place their freedom in gratifying the present pas^ 
si0n, and their cpurage in overlooking all liiture 
oHiaequenceSy turned away with indignant conr 
tempt from the remonstrances of justice and 
-pcSicy, and it was the practice to sigdify, by a 
hollow murmur, their dislike of such timid 
counsels. But whenever a more popular orator ^ 
proposed to vindicate the meanest citixen from 
eilher foreign or domestic injury, whenever te^ 
/c^ed upon his fellow-countrymen to assert the 
national honovir, or to pursue some enterprise 
full of danger and glory, a loud clashing of ^. 
shields ^d spears expressed the eag^ applause 
of the assembly. For the Germans always met 

in; 

* Grotius changes an expr^ssionof Tacitus, /irftr<i«fa»fk(r into 
pr^traftant^r. T^ correction is equally ju^'and i9g.eniott£4 
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3^4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H A i^. in BtmSf and it was conftahtly to be di:eade^^ 
IX. kst an irregular multitude, inflamed with fkctibti 
*'. ^M' .'.and strong liquors, shouM use those Arms to eh^ 
force, ds well as to declare, their furiou§ rtetJlves. 
We may recollect how often the difcts tjf Poland 
have been polluted with blood, and \ht more 
numerous party has been tx)mpcUed to yield t& 
the more violent aiid seditious *•• 
Att^ty ^ general of the tribe was elected oA ocOEteibiis 
iffincei and (rf datigcr ;' and, if the dasnger was ^pressing ancl 
uSu. extensive, several tribes concurred inthe ch^tee 
of the same general; The brnv^twartiGar'^W^ 
named to lead his coiuntr3rmen into the fieU^ 
by his example rather than by his edtSMaitdSi 
But tUs power, however limited, wlks still invt^^ 
dious. It expired with the war, and in time oi 
yAwe the German tribes acknowledged not any 
su{»neme chief*. Primes were, hoWeVerv ap»^ 
pointed in the general assembly^ to admiiiister 
justice, or i-ather to compose diflferences f , in 
their respective districts. In the choice of these 
magistrates, as much regard was^shewn to birth 
as to merit §. To each was assigned, by the 
public, a guard, and a council of an hundred 
persons ; and the first of the princes appears to 
have enjoyed a pre-eminence of rank and honour 

which 

* Even in <^r ancient parliament, the bai'ons often carried a . 
question, not so much by the number of votes, asHliy that of 
* their armed followers. 

t Caesar de Bell. Gall. vi. 23. 

'\ Minuunt controversias, is a very happy expression of Cae- 
sar's. 

^ Reges ex nobilitate, duces ex virtute sumunt* Tacit. Germ. ^* 
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p^i^ul, iji^i,, with the; ^Qgiltitlpv*, ...r . . ^' 

XMtQwepar^ivci.xiew.Qf the pQwers of the ^ 

s.n%p^t tpi^.iC^prcjjflQ^. the .whole.«y«^na olO^r^'^^^^^] 
mmmwn^r?^*, Thh^ 4Jsp^iSjal .pf tb^. lauded P^^-* of*'^^^ 
pj^yty withv^,the« di^iict; w^. aib§Qlwtely ves^ted maiii. 
in their h^nds, and th^ distributed it evejcy yeap 
ijkejQQf4wg> to a, n^w v4i^isiw f. Afi ^the sajffie 
tigie, .%i«y'Yfei^,nQ^ aiUthori§ed to ptinish with: 
death, to imrpriis8cm,..of eve^ .to strike, a. private 
Qti^n J. A people ^hiis jeakus of th^ir per^ 
59j0fti;gQ4 caress of theii pQsse93iicias,:ni»st have 
hmTk:%^:^My destitute of industry 6nd^ the . wts,- 
hut aniimted with a high aefisie of ^ hon^ifMr/s^id: 
indepeadepce. . > .: * 

The Germans ^^pected only those duties whick voluntary 
they imposed on themselTes. The i^iost obeseure ^t»' 
soldie* resisted with disdain the authority bf 1rh« 
magistrates^ "^The noblest youths blushed noe 
** to be numbered a^mong the faithful compa^* 
♦* nions of some renowned chief, to whom they* 
«* devQted their arms and service. A noble emu- 
** lation prevailed among the companions, to 
*' obtain the first place in the esteem of theit 
*' chief; amongst the chiefs, to acquire the.grcatest 
" number of valiant companions. To be ever 
" surrounded by a band of select youths, way 
" the pride and strength of the chiefs, their or, 
*' nament in peace, their defenpe in wax . The 

" glory 

* Cluver. Germ. Ant. 1. i. c. 38. 
t Caesar, vi. 22. Tacit. Germ, 26. 
^ 'facit. Germ. 7. 
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fg6 ISB DJSnmSEi ASmtiiLt 

l^otf ofwdi dUtidgubhdd tevMvdifihJMitBBif 
bejrond the narrow limits d£ lAeisiwyrmdbdSfm^ 
Presents and embak^BsosolkitsiQd^llieir i^^ 
** ship, and'tiie fame of thoirtikinsJoften^erfl^ 
'' victxxy to the party^^iiiih vdiejrdesfHnisedi 
" In the hour af danger, it ^tafrshameM^ftr^tfaitf 
** chief to be surpassed in TalauT' hy ius compa^ 
*^ nions; shameful for the cmnpanions - iiQik3.1i» 
" equal the valour of their chirf. To wftviyd 
** his fall in battle^ ^ras indeHbJb iaa&my^ ^Ttr 
*' protect bis person^ and to adorn liis gloitf 
** with the trophies of theit xm^ ek|doitsv^«rere 
'* the most sacred of thei? diudes^ The cMdfir 
*• combated for victory, the companions {<mfih^ 
« chief. The noblest warriors, whenever tiiielp 
*♦ native couniry was simk in the laziness of 
^ peace, maintained their numerous bandd in 
" some ^stant scene of action, to exercise? theit 
" restless spirit, and to acquire renowii by vt^' 
" luntary dangerrs. Gifts worthy of soldieA? fhfe 
•* warlike steed, the bloody and ever victorid^s 
" lance, were the rewards which the compahions 
" claimed from the liberality of their chief. 
" The rude plenty of his hospitable board '\^£ts 
** the oMy pay that he could bestow, or tb^jji 
** would accept. War, rapine, and the ffee- 
•* will offerings of his friends, supplied the m^- 
•• terials of this munificence *." This institu- 
tion, however it might accidentally weaken the 
several republics^ invigorated the general cha- 
racter of the Germans, and even ripened anxohg^t 

them 

* Tacit. Germ. 13, 14, 
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tliHiti UliificbiRaftiari ABrMiigh' liarlitauRti/ a^i^' iS^vtJP^A 
cng^te^^othbiikitli aiidiiiralour^ ithsi hoispkalit;^ il^i 
aM^fib Doikn^/^itrcofispicdotts long alftenf9drd& ^- » '" 
in^tdiffiagwtlofcidmraiiTU VTte Jionovirable |^t^; 
ti»tcr\)iPfdi^ hjptht ihitii owinB broire tcomponionsr, 
hdte beeiii tmp^sod^ by, an iilgemaiB.^wiiter,* to 
eootam tid fiistrudknenttof'the iiefii^ distcibuted 
after the conquest laf die Romaa proTtnces, 
by 'tbe ( barbsiriah loncU among their Tarsals, 
\)i^h a similar dmty of homage and military ser- 
vice*.- These conditloiB are, however, very re- 
pliant- 16 the maxims of the ancient Germans; 
Who delighted in mutual presents ; Imt without 
either' imposing, or acceptrng^ the weight of 
obligations f. * 

:: ":Iathc' days of cWvalry, or mpre jHropedy of aeman 
" romance, ^ the men were brave, and aHOie^^""'*'* 
♦* won^ft were chaste ;" and notwithstanding^ 
the lata:€^ of these vi)t^es is acquired and pfe^* 
served with much more difficulty than th^fyt^ 
mer, it is ascribed, almost without exception, to^ 
the vfiycs of the ancient Germans. Polygamy> 
was not in use, except among the princes, and 
among them only for the sake of muItiplying^ 
their alliances. Divorces were prohibited by* 
manners rather than by laws. Adulteries were> 
punisEed as rare and inexpiable crimes ; no(r was^ 

seduc^) 

. * Esprit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 3. The brilliant imagination of 
Montesqniea i$ coriccted, however,, by the ^iT.oplci reason ef 
the Abbe de Mably. Observations sur THistoire' de France, 
torn. <.p. 85©. • - , . 1 

t Oaudent muneribus, sed ne^ data iroputant, nee acceptis ob- 
ligantur. Tacit. Germ. c. 81. 
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eNLV^« «iMo«i jjwttiH* M.mmwk i^ ^n A sfv ki mA 

that g>v^ aci^air of truths or at^l^^t pf P^K^jil^ 
to tbq. C9iyyg^ ,%ti^ aQ4, 9b«^|;ity. <^^ (^^ ;^^Cr 

It! ptohi- AUho^gb the prjo^ics^ qf , civili^tiqq h%fe..uftT 
UcctutcB. (jQ^btedly cwtribgited to a^aMSg^ the fiercer .psL^ 
siooj^ qf hum^ ^tufc, it s^ei»s. to ba^e h^m 
1q9$ ^^vQur^bk ta the yirtw DC.chiistity»'w|^tt$i5 
moft d(aiig^ou$«Aeiny ip the softaasi^of the mn^^. 
Tb»'te&Mm^nts of iife comipt while they.poUdi 
the intercourse of the sexes. The. gross a^etite 
of k^C'. becomes aaost daogeroua when it i& tie- 
vQfecd) Qt. mher^ indeed, disguised by ^mimetital 
passioQ* The elegance of dress, of motion, aii4 
of manaers^ gives a lustre to beauty, 'ai>d inflamm 
the senses through the isa^ginatioa« Luxurious 
ett^rtaimnents, mi^ight dances, and licehtious 
spectacles, present at once temptation and' op< 
portuKity to female frailty f. From sudh dan^* 
gef» the unpolished wives of the barbarians w$8re 
secured by poverty, solitude, and the painfol 
cares of a domestic life. The German huts 
ofyen, on every side^ to the eye of indiscretion or 

jealouiSy, 

* The adukeress was whipped through the village. ' Neither 
wealth nor beauty could inspire CQmpaa^io% or procure her p, se- 
cond hushand, 18, 1^. 

t Ovid employs two hundred lines in the reseaooh of pla^H!^ 
the most favourable to love. Above all, he considers the theatre 
as the best adapted to collect the beauties of Rome, and to ^^H 
them into tenderness and sensn?.lity. 
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j^SaioiHiy^ Wre a better safeguard of crnijiigalfttei e^'A>i 
Kly, ttem the M^lls, the bolts, aiKi the eunuchs ix. 
df a Fersi«ri haram. To this renson, another " 
may ht added, of a more honourable nature- 
Hie Germans treated their women with esteem^ 
nikd confidence, consulted them on every occasion 
of importance, and fondly believed, that in their 
breasts resided a sanctity and wisdom more than 
hiiman. Some of these interpreters of fete, such 
as Velleda, in the Batavian war, governed, in thcf 
nitme of the deity, the fiercest nations of Ger-t 
many ** The rest of the sex, without being 
adored as goddesses, were respected as tl^ free 
and equal companions of sdtdiers; associated^ 
even by the marriage ceremony, to-a lifed^toil^ 
of danger, and of glcary f . In their groat iava- 
^ons, the camj^ of the barbarians were* filled 
with a multitude of women, who remained firm 
and undaunted amidst the sound of arms, the 
various forms of destruction, and the honourable 
wounds of their sons and husbands %. Fainting 
armi^ of Germans have more than once been 
drivto back upon the enemy, by the generous 
despair of the women^ who dreaded death much 
less than servitude. If the day was irrecoverably 
lost, they well knew how to deliver themselves 
and their children, with their own hands, from 
Vol. L B b an 



» Tacit. Hist. iv. 01. 65. 

+ The marriage present was a yoke of^ oxeri, Worses, and 
arms. See Germ. c. 18. Tacitus is somewhat too florid on the 
sttbject. ^ - 

t The change of exegei'e into esugere is a most excellent cor- 
rection. 
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.37® THBi DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, ail imuking victor *. H^^wes of .such a. cast 
IX. may claim our admiratioa; but they were most 

'" ' ^' assuredly neither lovely, nor very susceptible of 
love. Whilst they. affected toemulate the stem 
virtues of man^ they must have re;sigaed their at- 
tractive softness in which principally consists the 
charm and weakneas of woman* C^scious pride 
tifught the ^German females to suppress every 
leader emotk>n that stood in competition .with 
honour, and the first honour of the sex has. ever 
been that of chastity. The sf ntiflftents^ and <:on- 
duct of these high-spirited smttrons may^ at once, 
be considered as. a cause, a3 an effect, and as a 
proof of the general character oC the nation. 
Female cousage, however it may be raised by 
fanaticism, or confirmed by habit, can be only a 
fiunt and impei&ct imitation of the manly valour 
that distinguishes the age or country in which it 
may be found. 

Refipon. The religious system of the Germr-ns (if the 
wild opinions of savages can deserve that name) , 
was dictated by their wants, their fears, and 
their ignorance-f- They adored the great visible 
objects and agents of nature, the Sun and the 

Moon, 



• Tacit. Germ. c. 7. Plutarch, in Mario. Before the wfvei 
of the Teutones destroyed themselves and their children, thejr 
had offered to surrender, on condition that they should be re- 
ceived as the slaves of the vestal vii;gins. 

t Tacitus has employed a few lines, and Cluverius one hundred 
and twenty -four pages, on this obscure subject. The former dis- 
covers in Germany the gods of Greece and Rome. The latter i$ 
positive, that under the emblems of the sun, the moon, and the 
iire, his pious ancestors worshipped the Trinity in unity. 
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or THE ROIVTAN EMPIRE. 371 

Moon, thfe Fite and the Earth ; together with chap. 
thb^t iftiAgmary deities, who were sapf)osed to lY. 
pre^de over the mast important ^ occupatibns of — /-^ 
hilriran ' life. They were perMiaded, that, by 
sora^ ridiculotu- arts of divination, they could 
discover the wills of the superior beings, and that 
htfmRn sacrifices were the most pteGious and 
iceeptable offering to their altars.. Some ap- 
pkuse has been hastily bestowed on the sublime 
notion^' entertained by that people, of the Deity, 
whom they neither confined within the walls of ^ 
a temple, nor repjfesented by any human figure ; 
but when we recollect, that the Germans were 
unskilled in architecture, and totally unacquainted 
with the art of sculpture, we shall readily assign 
the true reason of a scruple, which arose not so 
much irom a superiority of reason; as from 
a want of ingenuity. The only temples in Ger- 
many were dark and ancient groves, consecrated 
by the reverence of succeeding generations. 
Their secret gloom, the, imagined residence of an 
invisible power, by presenting no distinct object 
of fear or worship, impressed the mind with a 
still deeper sense of religious horror ^ ; and the 
priests, rude and illiterate as they were, had been 
taught by experience the use of every artifice 
that could preserve and fortify impressions so well 
Isuited to their own interest. 

B b 2 The 

* The iacred wood, described with such sublime horror by 
Lucan, was ill the nei^^hbourhood of Marseilles ; but there were 
.inany of the same kiud ia Germany. 
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37:1 THE.DJQUNE AJJp.FAI4> 

CHAP. The same ignorance wbi^ j^^ersjlR^rbgriaus 
Ixl' ' incapable of co^ceiving oar.pipbiwinjtheweful 
restraints of laws, exposes thwi naked fftnd,?im- 
armed to the blind terrors of .superstition^ .The 
German priests, improving this fiiyoumble tem- 
per -of their countrymen, had a^^umad a^ juais- 
diction, even in temporal concerns, whieh the 
magistrate could not venture ^|o- exercise ; s^nd 
the haughty warrior patiently subnp^tted to the 
ia^h of correction, when it was i^icted, not by 
any human power, but by the unniedsi^te order 
of the god of war *, The defects o£ civil ptH&cj 
were sometimes supplied by the interposition of 
ecclesiastical authority. The latter was con- 
stantly exerted to ^maintain silence and decency 
in the popular assemblies; and was sometimes 
extended to a more enlarged concern for the im- 
tional welfare. A solemn proc^sion was occa- 
sionally celebrated in the present countries of 
Meckknburgh and Pomerania. The unknowns 
symbol of the Earthy covered with a thick veil, 
was placed on a carriage drawn by cows ; and4n 
this manner the goddess, whose, common resi- 
dence was in the isle of Rugen, visited several 
adjacent tribes of her worshipper^. Duf&ng her 
progress, the sound of war was hushed, quarrels 
were suspended, arms laid aside, and the restless 
Germans had an opportunity of tasting the bless- 
ings of peace and harmony f . The truce ofG^, 
so often and so ineffectually proclaimed by the 

* Tacit. G«rmama^ c. 7. t Tacit. <3ermaftiA, e*^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ot Tttt ROMAN ENIPIBLE. 373 

clergy 0$^ the efleventh century, was an obvious chap. 
itiiitatidn of this ancient custom *. ..^^^' 

'^But^ the influence of religion was far more '"^ ^ " "' 
poWerful'to inflaitie,'than to moderate, the fierce 
passion!^ of the Germaris. " Interest and fanaticism 
o&a^n prdtnpledit^ tninistei^ to sanctify the most 
daring* and Aiost unjust enterprises by the 
approbatioh of 'Heaven, and full assurances of 
sacceds.'Th^iddrisecrated standards, long revered 
in the^gpovie^ of' superstition, were placed in the 
front of- the battle f ; iand the: hostile army was 
devoted with direi execrations to the gods of war 
and of thiimder %. In the faith of' soldiers (and 
such were the Germans) cowardice is the most ) 
unpardonable of sins. A brave man was the 
worthy favourite of their martial deities ; the 
wretch who' had lost hi« shield was alike banish- 
ed from rfie pelJgious and civil assemblies of his 
cotmtrjmaen. Some tribes of the north seem to 
have embraced the doctrine of transmigration 5, 
others imagined a gross paradise of immortal 
dmnkemiess ||. All agreed, that a life spent in 
arms, and a glorious death in battle, were the 

best prej)aratioris for a happy futurity, either in 
this or in another world. 

Bb3 The . 

* See Dr Robertson's History of Charles V, vol. i. note 10. 

t Tacit. Germ. c. 7. Tliese standards were only the heads of. 
wild beasts. 

^ Se$ an iiistai\ce of this custom, Tacit^ Annal. xiii. 57. 

§ Caesar, Diodorus, and Lucan, seem to ascribe this doctrine to 
the Gauls, but M. Pelloutier (Histoire des Celtes, 1. iii, c. 18.) 
labours to reduce their expressions to a more orthodox sense^ 
' I Concerning this gross but alluring doctrine of the Edda, se^ 
Fable xx. in the curious version of that book, publislied by \L 
Mallet, in (lis Introduction to the History of Denmark. 
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374 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The immortality so vainly /^omise'd by the 
priests, was in some degree conferred by the 
bards. That singular order of 'men h^i «Wd8t 
deservedly attracted the notice "of all Whb' haw^ 
attempted to investigate the antiquities' '0f>tb8 
Celts, the Scandinavians, and the GenxiKiiS; 
Their genius and character, as wdl ^ the arerv©- 
rence paid to that important oifTice, have 'been 
sufficiently illustrated. But we cannot so CBSily 
express, or even conceive^ the • eothusiauGt' of 
arms and glory which they kindled in the hcease 
of their audience. Among a polished peofde^ 4 
taste for poetry is rather an amusement c^ the 
fancy, than a passion of the soul. AimI yet, 
when^in calm retirement we perusq the coiB^tf^ 
decribed by Homer or Tasso, we are insensibly 
seduced by the fiction, and feel a monoientary 
glow of martial ardour. JBut how faim> how 
cold is the sensation which a peaceful mind can 
receive from solitary study I It was in the hoar 
of battle, or in the feast of victory, that the bards 
celebrated the glory of heroes of ancient days, 
the ancestors of those warlike chieftains who, list- ' 
ened with transport to their artless but animated [ 
strains. The view of arms and of danger heigh- 
temed the effect of the military song ; and the 
passions which it tended to excite, the desire of 
fame, and the contempt of death, were the habi- 
tual sentiments of a German mind *. ^ ' . 

Such 



• See Tacit. Germ. c. 3. Diotlor. Sicul. 1. v. Strabo, 1. ir. p. 
197. The classical rcadtr may remember the rank of Denlodocus 

in 
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Such W9Snt]^ situation, and such were the c H a p. 
manM«s,.of <h^^ ancient* Germans* Their cli* ix. 
mate, tb^u:./ w»nt, of teaming, of art^, and of ^ 
fewa^ ttawr nations of hooour^ of gallantry, and wUch* 
of reUgi€»i, theti;. sense of freedonii impatience ^^^ 
ofpeBcei >and thixst of enterprise, all contributed s^^ ^^^^ 
toi fiarm u people of srilitary heroes. And yet 
we iind^ 'that, during more than two hundred 
and fifty years that ekpsed from the defeat of 
Varus td the reign of I>ecius, these formidable 
barbejrians made few considerable attempts, and 
not any material impression, on the luxurious 
and enslaved provinces of the empire. Their 
progress was checked by their want of arms and 
discipline, and their fury was diverted by the 
intestine divisions of ancient Grermsiny. 

I. It has been observed, with ingenuity, and want of 
not without truth, that the command of iron "^'* 
soon gives a nation the command of gold. But 
the rude tribes of- Germany, alike destitute of, 
both those valuable metals, were reduced slowly 
to aclquire, by their unassisted strength, the pos- 
session of the one as well as the other. Thfe 
face of a German armiy displayed their poverty 
of iron. Swords, and the longer kind of lan<::es, 
they could seldom use. Thoir framfa (astltey 
called them in their own language) were long 
spears headed with a sharp but narrow iron point, 
B b 4 and 

in the Phaeacian court, and the ardour infused by Tyrtseus into 
the fainting Spartans. Yet th^^re is little probability that the 
Greeks and the Germans were the same people. Much leHrned 
trifling might be spared, if our antiquarians would condescend 
to reflect, that similar manners will naturally be produced by 
similar situations. 
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CHLJdVi. «|d;^iAicfa;^siocoMioiLce(piiilqQtvit^ 
*>9i. ivmn al ^stance, or pushed' (iii>G^ 

lltoateatsd; A roidtittsde. of daitsviisimtlffi»4# 

witii incredibte feroe^ wewait addit^ 

,df the infatitry* Their; m^aitjr idresft^urorfaen 

((hoy wore any,. wa$' nothing. oiyoie'^iaatiatlboBe 

anande. A v^ri^y pf col^ixsimBSith&iMsy^JOf'' 

-ftameiit of 4iihejr woodeauw o$i0ri£]ki0ldis«''pF'^ 

'o£ the chiefs were diftinguiihed; rby .'ittiitBiMs, 

scarce any by helmeits. T4i#iigfa the ^hmscb <of 

^Germauiy were neither beautiful, swift^ norfnraCr 

tised in the skilful evolmic^s of fhii Kotnaii ma- 

lia^, several of the itations ob$arined renovtmby 

4hcit cavalry ; « but, in geteral^ the prkafeipal 

^itmngth of the Germam <x]|il6isted in th^x" inf^ar 

rtiry f j which was drawn lap in several deep ico- 

'itimtis, accordii^g to the distinction of ttibes and 

^Bdofdis- »&miUes. Iinp^iept of fatigue or delays" these 

«P^"«- -half-armed wattiors^ nehed to b^ttl? witW dissc 

%nt shouts and disordered ranks; and' tome- 

fhnes, by the eflfoit of native valour; |]*etiMkd 

-^dV^f the constrained and more artificial bravery 

-6f the iRoman mercenaries. Put as th^ barba- 

i¥ia<>sp6ured forth their whole souls on the first 

hmseflithty knew not how to rally or td retire. 

bA tep¥il^ was a sure defeat ; and a defeat WHs 

. bjikost oommpnly total de^ruption; When we 

SY' recollect 

^^,,',;f Jkiissilia spafgunt, Tacit. Gferiri. c. 6. Kitberthat historian 
^lise(}^a vagvtfi pxpression, or he infant that thej were thrown at 
*'raxidom. * ' ' , 

f It Ti^ask tliek priivcipal dist ji^ctioa from tb€ S^f^pati^np,. who 
. gcneraliy'fought 0X1 horseback. 
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difrfttfervotheiB^vjfisGiqpli^ ^^tolutiona, >*• 

iDwti^1tt^mInp»/!fiIlttlOTffit8rJ^ lengtees, ,k appears ^- ' ^ '' ^ 
% l^jsBBittBiBttert fo£ starpriaejnhayvr the liaked lasid ^ 
amamsteHsn/cdDJJbjofidtbtrjbaAgpiAnti otlMnkl'dai^^ to 
icstouDl:»iin t^ej&ld thenklirengthoC the legioos, 
^aa^dltiierimtioQs^tiDcgps.'tfftbe auxiU^ whiali 
^<9ficqrtiibd>^ea£/op0irations. The c^n^est >ei^as« too 
wisiiqualy tiJi theiintr»diAi^libn of i^^ enen^ 

,aBB*rfHthe/T5g6ur^'a]iid a* (Spirit of disobedience 
fwidseditiodi' htdj.JPdUxed the discipline, of the 
Bawiaa armies. iThe iatroduction of barbarian 
9t:^ilmries^« initk) those; armies, was a measure at- 
^hd»d;;witti'yery obvious dangers/ ««/ it might 
:g^admUy imtruci^ ihe Germanic in the^^ts of war 
.mi of p^Ucy. Although they wei?e admitted in 
^oaaU 0iumhers aod wkh the stricter precaution, 
the example of Civilis was proper to. convince 
th^ Romans, that the danger was not imaginary, 
and thgit th^irpycQautions were not always suffi- 
cient % During the civil wars that followed the 
tdtath Qf Nero^ that artful and intrepid Batavian, 
,;whfQm his enemies condescended to compare 
with Hannibal and Sertorius f, formed a great 
i 4^ign of freedom and ambition. Eight Batavian 
pohorts;, renowned in the wars of Britain aiid 
|^ly» ]!0paired to his standard. He introduced 
..an aiWy of Germans into Gaul, prevailed 

on 

* The relation of this enterprise occupies a great part of the ^ 
fourth and fifth books of the History of Tiicitus, and is more 
• remarkable for its eloquence than perspicuity. Sir Henrjj $aviljfj 
has observed several inaccuracies. 

' • t Tacit. Hist. iv. IS. Like them he had kst an eye. 
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G H A p. on the powerful ckko o£ Trencs wadxshKagfm 
XX. to embrace his €ause^ defestidbithei^poiis^idet* 
^"^^ stroyed their fortified camps, and: emplo^^iaM 
gainst the Romans the military knowledge which 
he hud acquired in their service. Wben ntf leng^, 
after an obstinate struggle, he yielded to -Ae 
power of the empire, Civibs secured himself and 
his coimtry by an honourable treaty. The Ba-^ 
tavians still continued to occupy the islands^ o 
the Rhine *, the allies, not the servants, of the 
Roman monarchy. 

cwia»»- II. The strength of ancient- Germany appears 



Qmntrf. formidable, when we consider the effects that 
might have been produced by its united ^fibrt. 
The wide extent of country might very possibly 
contain a million of warriors, as all who were of 
age to bear arms were of a temper to use them. 
But this fierce multitude, incapable of concert- 
ing or executing any plan of national greatness, 
was agitated by various, and often hostile inten- 
tions. Germany was divided into more than 
forty independent states; and, even in each state, 
the. union of the several tribes was extremely 
loose and precarious. The barbarians Were easily 
provoked ; they knew not how to forgive an in- 
jury, much less an insult; their resentments were 
bloody and implacable. The casual disputes that 
so frequently Happened in their tumtiltuous. par- 
ties of hunting or drinking, were sufficient to 

inflame 



* It wtfif cdntained between the two branches of the old Rhine, 
as they subsisted be^re the face of the country was changed by 
art ?.nd nature. See Cluver. German. Antiq. 1. iii. C. 30, 37. 
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Hiflame theminds^ of whole nations ; the private c hf a p. 
£eud iaftajQ^comidkarsble j:biefi:ains>dit&ised itself i^« 
amount \!t^i &Uoweirs> and alliesw To chas^tis^ '■^'■" » -^ 
the in^oknt^ m Cd pluader.the defenceless, were 
alik^cauiQs c^f/war.. Tfoe most fQnaidable states - 
of Germany; affeejed to encompass their terriio*- 
ries with a wiite.ftQfttier.of solitude and devasta- 
tion. The aii^fol distance preserved by their 
neighbours, , attested the terror . of their . arms, 
and in some measure defended them from the 
danger of unexpected incursions *. . 

" The'Bructeri (it; is Tacitus who now speaks) fomented 
" were totally exterminated by the neighbouring **^!?SjJ^ 
" tribes f , provoked by their insolence, allured 
** by the hopes of spoil, and perhaps inspired by 
"the tutelar deities of the empire. Above sixty * 
'*' thousand barbarians were destroyed j not by 
*' the Roman arms, but in our sight, and for 
" our entertainment. May the nations, enemies 
" of Rome, ever preserve this enmity to each 
" other ! We Have now attained the utmost 
" verge of prosperity |, and have nothing left 
" to demand of Fortune, except, the discord of 
" these barbarians §." These .sentiments, less 

worthy 



* Caesar de BqII. Gall. 1. vi. 23. 

t They are mentioned, however, in the ivth and vth •ent|«'ie* 
by Zazarius, Ammianus^^ Claudian, &c. as a tribe of Franks. See 
Cluver.Germ. Antiq. 1. iii. c. 13. 

t Vtgentihm'xs the common reading, but good sense, Lipsjus, 
and some MSS. declare for Vergentibus. 

§ Tacit. Germama, c. 33. The pious Abbede laBleterie'is 
very angry with Tacitus, falks of the devil who was a murderer 
from the begiuninipi tScc, &c. 
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wortl^ of the huiwmty tiwt of ihc patfMiism 
of Tacitus, express the invaokt^^iwdras of 
the policy of his coimtrymen. .ThtT^tmot^f^it 
a much safer expedieiu to^ii^^lmm tO'itomhat 
the barbarians^ from who^ defeat tbejr '/could 
derive neither honour nor advantage, - The 
' money and negqciatiops oif Rome • insinuated 
themselves into the heart of G^snnany ; andemry 
art of seduction was used with, dignity,, ta (con- 
ciliate those nations whoq^i their proximity (n 
the Rhine or Danube might fender the most 
useful friends, as well as the* most tceMblesoni£ 
enemies. Chiefs of renown and power were 
flattered by the most trifling presents^ whieb they 
received either as marks of distinction, or as the 
instruments of luxury. In civil dissentionSithe 
weaker faction endeavoured to strength^i its 
interest, by entering into secret connexions with 
the governors of the frontier provinces. Every 
quarrel among the Germans was fomented by 
the intrigues of Rome ; and every plan of union 
and public good was defeated by the stronger 
bias of private jealousy and interest *. 
Tnnntnt THe general conspiracy which terrified the 
•j^st Romans under the reign of Marcus Antoninus, 
iSr^inot. comprehended almost all the nations of Gem^ny, 
and even Sarmatia, from the mouth of the Rhine 

^ .to 



* Many tntces of this policy may be discovered in Tacitusand 
Dio& { aud m^y oKtfe nvay be inferred from, the \iiin^^¥i 6f 

human nature. ' . 



Digitized by 



Google 



tnOmViisftUi iDafiti'fefe*; It is iitit)ossibIeV% cVap. 
ia taJfifc€^T^^#}i6flier this hasty confeaeration ^jx, . 
wabianofed'bjr-^nec^sMiey^^ % teasori, 6rl)y pas- ^^"^ — ' 
skifagobigtftr&fW^li^r a^^^^^ that the barba- 
iiknGr->we»d^n*4thfe!? ^Stf^ by the indolence, or 
pyBtQked>'by 43i^ anibit^^^ of the Roman mo- 
Aaarchr • ' Tbisf '4[aJlge^ous invasion required all the 
firaiHieymrd'Trt^^kinefe of Ma^^^ He fixed ge- 
nerals of ability ill the several stations of attack, 
and .assumed, in Jjk-sott the conduct of the most 
iiziportant ypi^mki(^t^(^n the Upper Danube. . . 
Aiter>a;5kmg tod' doubtful conflict;, the spirit of 
the baibarians was subdued. The Quadi and 
theMardomannif; who had taken the lead in 
the vmr-^ were the inost severely punished in its 
catastrophe. They wete commanded to retire - 
five nriles % from their own banks of the^ Da- 
nube, and to deliver up the flower of the youth, 
who were immediately sent into Britain, a remote 
island, where they might be secure as hostages, 
aiid useful as soldiers §. On the frequent rebel- 
lions of the Quadi and Marcomanni, the irri- . 
tated emperor resolved to reduce their country^ 

. into 

f Hist. Augtist. p. 3i». Ammian. Marcellm. I. xzxi. c. $, * r- 
Aurel. Victor. The emperor Marcos was reduced to sell the rich 
furnitiire of the palace, and to inlist slaves and robbers. 

' + The Marcomanni, a colony, who, from the banks of the 
Rhine, occupied Bohemia and Moravia, had once erected a ^eat 
and formidable monah:hy under their king Maroboduus. See 
Strabo, 1. vii. Veil. Pat. ii. 10(S. Tacit. AnnaL ii. QQ. , 

i Mr Wotton (History of Rome, p. 106.} increases the^prohi* 
bition to ten times the distance. His reasoning is specious, but ' 

not conclusive. Five miles were sufficient for a fortified barrier. 

§ Dion, 1. Ixxi. and IxxiL 
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CHAP, into the fonii of a province. Hi» designs were 
i^- disappointed by death. This formidable league, 

' ' ' however, the only cme that appears in Ihfe two 
.first centuries of the Imperial history, was entire- 
ly-dissipated, without leaving any traces behind 
in Germany. 

Diftinetioii I^ the coursc of this introductory chapter, we 

^^^. have confined ourselves to the general outlines of 
the manners of Germany, without attemptuig to 
describe or to distinguish the various tribes which 
filled that great country in the time of Caesar, 
of Tacitus^ or of Ptolemy. As the ancient, or 
as new tribes successively present themselves in 
the series of this history, we shall concisely men- 
tion their'origin, their situation, and their par- 
ticular character. Modeqi nations are fixed and 
permanent societies, connected among tliemselves 
by laws and government, boimd to their native 
soil by arts and agriculture. The German tribes 
were voluntary and fluctuating associations of 
soldiers, almost of savages. The same territory 
often changed its inhabitants in the jtide of con- 
quest and emigration. The same communities, 
uniting in a plan of defence or invasion, bestow- 
ed a new title on their new confederacy, restored 
to the independent tribes their peculiar but long 
forgotten 'appellation. A victorious state" often 
communicated its own name to a vanquished 
people. Sometimes crowds of volunteers flock- 
ed from all parts to the standard of a favourite 
leader ; his camp became their country, and some 
. circumstance of the enterprise soon gave a com- 
mon 
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moi^ 4)^n(^iaipatiqn to the mixed multitude. Tbe chap* 
d^stipcfipps .^f , the foraoious in vadere were perpe-^ ix. 
dually, varied by themselv^s^ and confounded by ' ' • 
th^. a^tooijshed 3ubje(?ts of the Roman empire *. 
.. ,Wars^ and tb^^ administration of public affairs, Numbew. 
are the principal subjects of hijstory; but the 
.number of persons interested in these busy scenes 
p very different, according to the different con- 
dition) pf mankind. In great monarchies, mil«« 
lions of obedient .subjects pursue their useful og- 
Gupations in peace and obscurity. The attention 
of the Writer, as well as of the Reader, is solely 
confined to a court, a capital, a regular army, 
and the districts which happen to be the occa- 
sional scene of military operations. But a state 
of freedom and barbarism, the season of civil 
commotions, or the situation of petty republics f , 
raises almost every member of the community 
in;o action, and consequently into notice. The 
irregular divisions, and the restless motions, of 
the people of Germany, dazzle our imagination, . 
and seem to multiply their number. The pro- 
fuse enumeration of kings and warriors, of armies 
and nations, inclines us to forget that the same 
objects are continually repeated under a variety , 
of appellations, and th^t the most splendid ap- 
pelktions have been frequently lavished on the 
most inconsiderable objects. 

Chap. 

^ See an excellent dissertation on the origin and mi<;Rftf9ns 
ttf nations; in the Memoirs de i*Academie des Inscriptions, 
torn, xviii. p. 48 — 71. It is seldom that the antiquarian and the 
philosopher are so happily blended. 

t Should we suspect that Athens contained only 21,000 citir 
zens, and Sparta no more than 39,000? See Hume and Wallacfr 
•n the number of mankind in ancient and modern times. 
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C H A P. X. 

Tbt emperors Decius^ Gallus, JEmiUanus^ Pale- 

rian^ and Gallienus The general irtuption of 

the Barbarians. — Tbe thirty Tyrants. 

CHAP. TTj^ROM the great secular gtimes celdbrat^d by 
^* J? Philip to the death of the emperor Gallie- 
Tiit Mit«ra ^^^» there elapsed twenty years of shame and 
of the Mb. misfortune. Duringthat calamitous period, ev^ry 
A, D. MS, instance of time was marked, every province of 
— ««8. ^Yic Roman world was afflicted, by barbarous in- 
vaders and military tyrants, and the ruined em- 
pire seemed to approach the last and fatal mo- 
ment of its dissolution. The confusion of the 
times, ai)d the scarcity of authentic memorials, 
oppose equal difficulries to the historian, who at- 
tempts to preserve a clear and unbroken thread 
of narration. Surrounded with imperfect frag- 
ments, always concise, often obscure, and some- 
times contradictory, he is reduced to collect, to 
compare, and to conjecture ; and though he 
ought never to place Ins onijectures in the rank 
of facts, yet the knowledge of human nature, 
and of the sure operation of its fierce and unre- 
strained passions, might, on some occasions, sup- 
ply the want of hi3torical materials. 
*iii«iwip»* There is not, for instance, any difficulty in 
**' ^ conceiving, that the successive murders of so 
many emperors had loosened all the ties of alle- 
giance between the prince and people ; that all 

the 
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the genetab of Philip were disposed to imitate chap. 
the exai^e of tb^r master ; and that the caprice x* 
of armies, long sii^e hAbi),iia^^to frequent and *-"">' — ' 
violent revolutionise migiit every day raise to the 
thrcm^ the most c^scur^ of th^ir jSd}pw-sp][die.rs« 
flistory cs^ only a^ the i^belUpj^ agaiijst 

the empferor Pliilip brol^e out in the summer of 
the year two liundred knil forty-nine, among the, 

Ie$?pnji.P^j]M«s|i|; *n^^ * ^ 

named, ^arinus^wafjtbe object of,th^ir s^ditiota} r 

choice. ,PhilijJ was alarmed, . He dreaded lest.. — 

the treaspn of the Msesian .an|iy shoj^Jd pr;oye tbe^ ' , ' 1 , 
first spark of a general conflagration.^ Distracted, 
with the consciousness of Jxis ^uilt and of his dan-^ " . 
ger, he commUiiiiqated tlie intelligence tp the se- 
nate. A gloomy silence prevailed, the effect of 
fear, afid perhaps of disaffection j till at length scrwctt, 
Decius, one of the assembly, assuming a spirit J*^****,^ 
worthy of his noble eiLtmction, ventured to dis- rdg^of the 
cover more intrepidity than the emperor seemed SS^ 
to pdssesi* He treated the whole business with ^-^ 24». 
contemjrt', as a haky and inconsiderate tmnult, ' 
and Philip^s rival as a phantom of royalty, who 
in a very few days wduld be destroyed by the''^ 
same inconstancy that had created Kim. The- 
speedj" eom|]4elidn of the, prophecy inspired Phi-- - 
lip with a just esteem for so able a cotoseHbr;^^ 
and Decius appeared to him the ortly peifeoft-ca*^^ 
pabie of restoring peace and discfipItOQ i^^un^2 
army, whose tuinnbuous spirit did JUJtrisniiffadi^iT 



* ThfeexyrtSSiori used by Zosimus and'iJoAdrS'^S^^i^^;'* 
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CHAP, ately subside after the murder <^ MatiuUs. ., iDe^ 
^^ citts, w1k> long rented hisf own fiominatid^' seems 

* ' ' to have insinuated the daoge* of presenting a 
kader of merits to the angry &nd apjlrdiensive 
minds of the soldiers; and his predictnil was 
again confirmed by the event. The legioils of 
Meesia forced their judge to become their ac- 
complice^ They left him only the alt^nnatiTe 
of death or the purple. His 9ub6equent eon- 
duct, after that decisive mesuure, wa» uaawid- 
aUe. He conducted or followed bis annyto the 
confines of Italy, whither Philip, collecting all 
his force to repel the fcumaidable competitor 
whom he had raised up, advanced to meet him. 
The Imperial troops were sv^erior in number *; 
but the rebels formed an army of veterans, com- 
manded by an able and experienced leader. 
Philip was either. killed in the battle, or put to 
death a few days afterwards at Verona. His son 
and associate in the empire was massacred at 
Rome by the Praetorian guards ; and the victo- 
rious Decius, with more favourable circumstances 
than the ambition of that age can usually plead, 
was universally acknowledged by the senate and 
provinces. It is reported, that, immediately af- 
ter his reluctant acceptance of the title of Au- 
gustus, 

* His birth at Bi^bplia, a little village in Pannonw, (B|itfop. 
. ix. Victor in Caesarib. epitomO seems to contradict, unless it was 
merely accidental, his supposed descent from the Decii* Six 
hundred ^ears had bestowed nobility on the Decii ; but at the 
commencement of that period, they were only Plebeians of me- 
rit, and among the first who shared the consulship with the 
haughty Patricians. Plebeiae Deciorum anihiaB,*&c. JuWal, 
Sat. viii, 354. See the spirited speech of Decius, in Livy, x.d, 10. 
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gxiitus^e:baif assundd^ittiitip, byia^riivate rites* o h a. p. 
sffgc^ ^M& innocetKoe mid Ixrfalty , so^kmnly pro 3C. 
iesttogi'tbsrt; on his^ariival irilmiy, he would're* 
sigirt^Ue Imperial ^niaanentB, and return to. tbc 
xamdilion of an obedient subg^ctr His profesabm; 
taight^be' sincere. B^it, in the situation where 
^ttttme' hsfd placed him, it was scarcely possihfe 
that fee' could either forgive or be forgiven ?^; - 

'fhfe' -emperor Decius had. employed a few ^\gainst 
^eiottths ifl the worte of peaccj and the admioi- theGothf, 
a^ailofi ef j tistice, ^ when he was summoned to the 
banks of the Danube, by the invasion of the 
GotSs. This is the first consideraibte occasion 
in Which history mentionsf that great people, who 
afterguards btoke the Roman poWer, sacked the 
Capitol, and reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Italy. 
So meihorable was the part which they acted in 
the subversion of the Western empire, that the 
name of Goths is frequently, but improperly 
used, as a general appellation of rude and warlike 
barbarism. 

In the beginning of the sixth century, and af- ^i" Goths 
ter the conquest of Italy, the Goths, in possession ^'^om 
ofpresent greatness, very naturally indulged them- vhu" '^*" 
pelves in the prospect of past and of future glory. 
They wished to preserve the memory of their an- 
cestors, and to transmit to posterity their own at- 
chievements. The principal minister of the court 
of Ravenna, the learned Cassiodorus, gratifi^ the 
inclination of the conquerors in a Gothic history, 
'which consisted of twelve books, now reduced to 
, C c 2 the 

* Zosimvis, 1. i. p. SO. Zonaras, 1. xii. p. 624. Edit. Louvre, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38t THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the imperfect abridgment of Jomatides *^ These 
X. writers passed, with the most artftil cohffsene:^, 
over the misfortunes of the nation, celebrated 'its 
successful valour, and adorned tlie triumph Wilh 
many Asiatic trophies, that more propfetiy 'be- 
longed to the people of Scythia, On the fSith bf 
ancient songs, the uncertain, but th6 ortly Ittie- 
morials of barbarians, they deduced the fittt ^Ori- 
gin of the Goths, from the nst isknd, or penin- 
sula, of Scandinavia f. Tk^ extteme countty of 
the north was not unknown to the conquttfors of 
Italy : The ties of ancient confiangwinity had 
been strengthened by recent offices of friendt/bip ; 
and a Scandinavian king had cheepfully abdicat- 
ed his savage greatness, that he might pass the 
remainder of his days in the peaceful and poBsh- 
cd court of Ravenna J. Many vestigca, which 
cannot be ascribed to the arts of popular vanity, 
attest the ancient residence of the Goths iu the 
countries beyond the Baltic, From the time of 
the geographer Ptolemy y. the southern part of 
Sweden seems to have continued in the possession 
of the less enterprising remnant of the nation, 
and a large territory is even at present divided 
into east and west Gothland. During the middle 
ages, (from the ninth to the twelfth century,) 
whilst Christianity w as advancing with a slow pro- 
gress into the north, the Goths and the Swedes 

composed 

^ See the prefaces of Cassiodorus and Jornandes. It is 9Befijpri' 
sing that the latter should be omitted in the excellent edition 
published by Gro tins, of the Gothic writers. ' • 

t On the authority of Ablaviiis, Jornandes quotes spme old 
Gothic chronicles in verse. ^ De Reb. Geticis, c. 4. 

t Jornandes, c. 3. , • 
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Composed twp distinct, ajod sometimes hostile c hap. 
imeipilw^ of the same monarchy *. The latter of x. 
. ^hie^e tjiTQ Thames has prevailed, without extin- ' .. v ' ' 
fgwsju»g,t;he farn^yer. The Swedes, who might 
weU hi? 'satisfied with their own fame in arms, 
have, in everj age, clamed the kindred glory of 
the Goths^s In a momjsnt of discontent against 
the court. of Rome> Charles XIL insinuated, that 
his victorious troops wer^ not degenerated from 
their brave ancestors, who had already subdued 
the mistress of the world f . 

Till th€ end o£ the eleventh century, a cek- Religion 
brated temple subsisted at Upsal, the most con- goAs! 
siderable town of the Swedes and Goths, It was 
enriched with the gold which the Scandinavians 
had acquired in their piratical adventures, and 
sanctified by the uncouth representations of the 
three principal deities, the Gpd of War, the God- 
dess of Generation, and the God of Thunder. In 
the general festival, that \vas solemnized every ^ 
ninth year, nine animals of every species (with- 
out excepting the human) were sacrificed, and 
their bleeding bodies suspended in the sacred . 
grove adjacent to the temple %. The only traces 
C c 3 • that 

* See in the Prolegomena of Grotius, some large extracts from 
Adam of Bremen, v^d Saxo-Grammatieus. The former wrote ia 
the year i077 ; the latter Nourished about the year 1200. 

+ VolUire, Histoire de Charles XII. 1. iii. When the Austrians ' 
desired the aid of the court of Rome against Gustavus Adolphus, 
they always represented that conqueror as the lineal successor of 
AUric' Harse's History of Gustavus, vol. ii. p. 128. 

♦ See Adam of Bremen in Grotii ProlegoAenis, p. 104. The, 
temple of Upsal was destroyed by Iiigo, king of Sweden, who 

be^n 
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c H A K that now subsist of this baAaHc stf pfcrafittoflr toe 
X. contained irf the Edda, ti systetn of my^rffe^j 
*-^v — ' compiled in Iceland about the thirt^nth ceh*tity, ' 
and studied by the learned of Dewmai*: -atld S^^ 
den, as the most valuable reniairts of their ^ki^" 
cient traditions. ' >■ 

Institu- Notwithstanding the mysterioiw obsdtrirify of 
tions and the Edda, we can easily distinguish two j^rsons^ 
Oiln. ^ confounded under the name of Odin^ the god of 
war, and the great legibls^»r > of Sctodinania. 
The latter, the Mahomet of the aorth, instituted 
a religion adapted to the cUmate asid to th^ pto- 
pie. Numerous tribes, on eitiierside of the. Bal- 
tic, were subdued by the invincible valour of 
Odin, by his persuasive eloquence, and by the 
fame, which he acquired, of a most skilful ma* 
gician. The faith that he had propagated dur- 
ing a long and prosperous life, he confirmed by 
a voluntary death. Apprehensive of the igno- 
minious approach of disease and infirmity, be re- 
solved to expire as became a warrior. In a splemn 
assembly of the Swedes and Goths, he woup4^ 
him&elf in nine mortal places, hastening away (as 
he asserted with his dying voice) to prepare the 
ftaSit of heroes in the palace of the god of war *. 
The native and proper habitation of Odin is 
£rt unSr- distingiiishcd by the appellation of As-gard. The 
tain hypo- happy resemblance of that name with As-burg, 

thesis con- ^ . ^ " 

earning ^ ,^^ 

Odin. 

began to reiga in the year I075, and about foncscove y^ars aftefi 
wards a Citristian cathedral was erectf^d on its ruins. See Dcdin's 
Histotry of Sweden, in the Bibliotheque Raisoimee. 

* Mallet, Introduction a I'Histoire da Dannemarc. 
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ot. Ash^tf^f .Mrfff4^>pjf A^I^toW sigBi§^ti9J»,..h3^ C « a p. 
giv^a IW;*9^ sin historical system of so pl^e^iijg ^ x. 
a QQ^tf^stufle^ tl^^t w^f^qoHld almost ^sh to per- ^-TDcrt!. 
su^4ftiQ>jr§eJve&r^>a|:s truth* It is sjupprtJcd thatt. 
Odii^ j^as* ohi^f .o£ 9; tribe of barbarians which^^ 
dwelt on the banks of the lake Mseotis, till the 
fall of'Mitbridates and the arms of Fompey n>e- 
naced tiie north with servitude. That Qdin,. 
yielding with indtga^t fury to a. power which . 
he was' unable to resist, conducted his tribe from 
the frontiers of the Asiatic Sarmatia into Sweden, 
with the great design of fortning, in that inacces- 
sible retceat of freedom, a religion and a people,' 
which in some remote age, might be subservient 
to his immortal revenge; when his invincible 
Goths, armed with martial fanaticism^ should issue 
in numerous swarms from the neighbourhood of 
the Polar circle, to chastise the oppressors of 
mankind f . 

If so many successive , generations of Goths 5**^^** 
were capable of preserving afaint tradition of their Goths frcm 
Scanditiavian origin, we taust not expect, from i^^^^ 
C c 4 ^ such «*• 

* Mallet, c« iv. p. 55* has collected from Strabo, Pliny, Ptolemy, 
and Stephanus By zantinus, the vestiges of such a city and peopfe. ' 

t This wonderfbl expedition of Odin, which, by deducing the 
ehmityof the Goths and Romans from so memorably a cause, 
might supply' the noble groundwork of an Bpic poem, cannot 
sa&ly be received as authentic history. According to the obm 
ous sense of the Edda, And the interpretation of the most skilful 
critics, As-gard, instead of denoting a real city of the Asiatic Sar- 
matia, is the fictitious appellation of the mystic abode of the gods,* 
the Olympus of Scandinavia ; from whence the prophet was sup- . ' 
posed to descend, when he announced his new religion to the 
Gothic nations, who were already seated in the southern parts of 
Sweden. 
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y^ of the time ftiul/ ci^uxi>stiupt(Ce^(^ thm ^K^i- 
' - '' ■:' ' gratioiu To crosa the Baltic wfM 9* ^MjSv^wd 
natur4 attempt, TheiiihpbitwtA.a^Swfdcfl^jv^^ 
masters of a sufficient ^lunl^ of UM^ge ,^f^K 
with oars *, and the distance i^jittle.flWJir^ t^p 
one hundred miles from Carkcroon to the neair^ 
ports of Pomerania and Prussia.. Hexe, ajt ki^h, 
we land on firm and historic |;rqviBil. At l^asl.^ 
early as the Christian serafv^d as 1^^ t^i^ 
age of the Aptonines J, the Goths were cstaJ>Ushed 
towards the mouth of the Vistula, aqd iot 1^ 
fertile province where the. conunei;cial cities^ of 
Thorn, Elbing, l^oningsberg, and Dantzick^ were 
long afterwards founded §. Westward of the 
. Goths, the numerous trihes of the Yandals w^re 
spread along %hq banks o^ the Oder, and the 
sea-CQast of Pomerania wd Mecklenburgh, A 
striking resemblance of manners, comple:^ioil, - 
r^ljigion, and langij^ge, $eeme4 to indicate, that 
the Vandals ^s}d the Goths were priginally one 
great people ||. The latter appear to have be,ei^sMb'» 

divided 



^ Taoit. Germamia, c. 44. 

t Tacit* Annal. li* 6$. If we coold yi^ld a $nn assent to ^« 
lUivigatioAi af Pvtheas of Marseilles, we must allow that the 
Goths ^ad pasjsed the Baltic at least three hundred years before. 
Cbffist. 

t Ptolemy, 1. ii. . , 

) By the German colonies who ifoUowed the arms of th9 ISsn-^ 
tonic knights. Th« coiu^uest and conyersioa of P£U8siawer« 
completed by those adventurers in the xiiith century. 

J Plii^y (Hist. Natur. iv. 14.) and Ptocopins in BeU. Vandal. 
1. 1. C. i agree in this Qpinion. They )ifed in distant a^^ and 
possessed different means of investigating the truths - 
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4ivi<te4itttb Ostedgfeths, Vhigoths, itid Gepidae *. c h a p. 
Th» (KwlhctJort among the Vandafe ivas tiore x, 
i^er^Mgly ifearked by the ind^pendelit natnei of '~'^'"'*" 
Jiettiiii Btirgaxidians, Lombards, and a variety 
ol'-oihcr pmy rtatcs, many of which, in a future 
age, expmded themselves into powerful monar- 
chies. 

Bi the age of the Antonines, the Goths were ^«^. 
still seated in Prussia. About the reign of Alex- th?uk. 
toder Steverus, the Roman province of Dacia had ''*'°®* 
already ex:perienced their proximity by frequent 
and destructive inroads f . In this interval there- 
fore, of about seventy years, we must place the 
second migration of the Goths from the Baltic to 
the .Euxine ; but the cause that produced it lies 
concealed among the various motives which ac- 
tuate the conduct of unsettled barbarians. Either 
a pestilence, or a famine, a victory, or a defeat, 
ah oracle of the gods, or the eloquence of a 
daring leader, were sufficient to impel the 
Gothic arms on the milder climates of the south. 
Besides the influence of a martial religion, the 
numbers and spirit of the Goths were equal to 

the 

* The Ostro and Vin\ the eastern and western Goths, obtained 
those denominations from their original seats in Scandinavia^ 
In all their future marches and settlements they preserved, with 
their names, the same relative situation. When they first dep^* 
ed from Sweden, the infant colony was contained in three vessels. 
The third being a heavy sailer, lagged behind, and the crew 
which afterwards swelled into a nation, received fix)m that cir- 
•umstance the appeUation of Gepidx or Loiterere. Jornandes. c. 
17. ' 

t See a fragment of Peter Patricias m the Excerpta Legatlo- 
aum ; and with regard to its probable date, soe Tillemont, Hi&t. 
fles Empereurs, torn, iii, p. 346. 
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tile moit dangerous adventum. The msebf round 
bucklcis and short swords rendered them formi- 
daUe in a close engagement; the manlf <Qbedi-i 
ence which they yielded to hetedittry kings^ gavb: 
uncommon uni<m and stability to their icoundb^*^ } 
and the renowned Amala, the hero of that age, 
and the tenth ancestor of Theodoric, king'' of 
Italy, enforced, by the ascendant of peisenal 
merit, the prerogative of his birth, which he de- 
rived from the j^s^s, or demi-gods of the Getfaic 
nation. f. 
J^^ The fame of a great enterprise excited the 
ny iiKiea^ bravcst warriors from aU the Vandalic states of 
**"*** Germany, many of whom are seen a few years 
afterwards combaling under the common standi 
ard of the Goths %. The first motions of the 
emigrants camried them to the banks of the Fry- 
pec, a river universally conceived by the ansnents 
to be the southern branch of the Borysthaoes f. 
The windings of that great stream through the 
^plains of Poland and Russia gave a direction to 
their line of march, and a constant supply of fresh 
water and pasturage to their numerous herdp of 

cattle. 

* Omnium hanim gentium insigne, rotunda scuta, breves 
rl^eUi, etergar€ges oteequium. Tactt. Germania, c. 48* Tbe 
Goths probably acquired their iron by the commerce of amber. 

f Jomandes,c. 18,14. 

t The Heruli, and the Uregimdi or Burgundi, are particularly 
mentioned. See Mascou's History of the Germans, 1. v. A pas-> 
8ag;e in the Augustan History, p. 98. seems to allude to this ereat 
emigration. The Marcomannic war was partly occasioned by 
the pressure of barbarous tribes, who fled before the arms of more 
northern barlmrians. 

§ D'Anville, Geographie Ancienne, and the third part of his 
incomparable map of Borope. 
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tfaeoriver, ednftdent in thbirrvalouvj^ateid^ ewdbss : :^.' 
ofi^idi&tever .poTwtr imgbtvoppCRse'th^ir pmgttm. •' «' ■'■■*" 
TiwB;fiastarnae ^aoad thie VettedS. were the first who ^ 
presebtcd thepilsebr«isi;[iSiQd ithe flower of tbeirv 
7Qi3Bth,:eithe¥ frosri datoicc?©r compulskm, inaqe^fe^ 
ed the Gothic army* The Basternae dwelt on 
theriaorth^msi^isof the Q^rpsHhianmoiy^taiiii;; 
theiimmenat tr^t of kcid that fiqparat^d the Bdf^ 
stsmia^ fisom itheifiayages of Finland w^ poseess^d^ 
or rather wasted, by the Venedi*: We have 
scwte re»50llJ:0:;WbieYe, that the firat of these na- 
tions, which; dJiStingubhed itself in thf Macedo-i- 
ntaEi;W2»r^, :and was afterwards divided iatb the 
formidable; tribes of the Peucini, the BQta3[U^ the 
Carpi, &C;. derived its origin from the Germans* 
With better authority, a Sarmatian extrsuction ' 
may be assigned to the Venedi, who rendered i ^ 
themselv^ so famous in the middle ages %. Biit iMstinction 
the collusion of blood and manners fen that-^^^t 
doubtf«d>&piitaer, often perplexed the most accu- tims. 
rate obserreis §. As the Goths advanced near 
the Euxine Sea, they encountered a purer race ' 
of Sarmatians, the Jazyges, the Alani, and the 
Roxolani; and they were probably the first Qer- 
mans who saw the mouths of the Borysthenesj^ 
and of the Tan'ais. If we enquire into the cha- 
racteristic , 

^ .Tacit, (vermania^ c«.46. 

+ Cluver. Germ. Antiqua, 1. iii. c. 43^ 

t The Venedi, the Sla'uz, and the Antes, were. tkethfeegceal}. 
tribes of the same people. Jornandes, c. 54* 

^ Tacitus most assuredly deserves that title, and even his 
cautious suspense is a proof of his diligent inquiries. 
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^. «f •Sf9i«a)^a, weftbt^ imovs^r (tiaitrAhp^^ (twojp«»t 

fllMate4 by &ie4 buU or n^v^bk tfififfl^ bjjr/B 
^ ^ cloflc dicQt, or flowing gfumjApts^ bjr t^ean^ii;idg€ 
af <me of <^ leTeral wiTCft; . bj a militarjf. fofce, 
oooiisting, lor tbe most peurt, eitheF^of lafimtvjr or 
cataliy ; and/above all, by the ^i^of tbeX^to- 
ntc, or o£ the Sclavawan laiiguiige ; ;th§ l^tof 
which has been £fiitted b^r ^(WqU^v&QPl^; the 
confines of Italy to the netgbboUrhoei of! ^pao. 
Deacription The €k>tha were now. in possesftioi^ of > ihe 
jj^^^ Ukmine, a country of consideiable Gittent;aad 
uncommon fertility, intersected witb mMPigable 
rivei^, which, fi?^ either side, discharge them- 
selves into the Borysthenes; and interspersed with 
large and lofty forests of oaks. The plenty of 
game and fish, the innumerable bee-hives, depo- 
sited in the hollow of old trees, and in the cavi- 
ties of roclcs, and forming, even in that radeage, 
a valuable branch of commerce, the size of the 
cattle, the temperature ctf the air, the aptness of 
the soil for every species of grain, and the luxu- 
riancy of the vegetation, all displayed the Bbe- 
rality of Nature, and tempted the industry of 
man *. But the Goths withstood all these temp- 
tations, and still adhered to a life Of idleness, of 
' poverty, and of rapine. -r 

^^. The 

* Genealogical History of the Tartars, p* 5P3. Mr Bell (TpJ» 
ji. p. 876,) traversed the Ukraine in his journey from Petersbirgh 
to Constantinople. The modern face of the country is q just 
.representation of the ancient, since, in the hands of the Cos- 
sacks, it still remains in a state of nature. 
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^Thfe Seythian hbrds, trtiicli, ttmuird^lfe Wtt, chap. 
borderei 6ti thfe neW ' sfettfemciits of th* Gotltt^ *• 
Jire^enttdilothitig t6 theit atois, except the deubt- ^ t, ^ 
fdJ chaftce of ah 'teR{)r5fittiWe vktoty. fitet the invade the 
^i*6^iJitit 6f the Rettian tertitotieft vmSxt ttlDfe f^^^"^ 
tillutiAg; arid the fields of Dacia trere covered 
with ri6h harvests, sown by thfe haftds rf aa in* 
dUsitrious, Mid'4^p6stA tb be g^thtred by titt»e 
of a warlike {^dt»fe. it i» probable^ that th« 
cotiqu^ts of TJr^an, mati^ined by his siicceaSQi^v 
less for any ttai advantage, than for ideal dignity, 
hid fe^ahtributed to weaken the empire on that 
side: The new and unsettled province of Dacia 
was neither strong enough to resist, nor rich 
enough to satiate, the rapacioosness of the barba- 
rians. As long as the remote banks of the Nie- 
ster were considered as the boundary of the Ro- 
man power, the fortifications of the Lower Da- 
nube were more carelessly guarded, and the in- 
habitants of Maesia lived in supine security, fond- 
ly conceiving themselves at an inaccessible dis- 
tance from any barbarian invaders. The irrup- 
tions of the Goths, under the reign of Philip, fa- 
tally convinced them of their mistake. The king, 
or leader, of that fierce nation, traversed with 
conltempt the province of Dacia, and pissed both 
the Niester and the Danube, without encouptev- 
ing any opposition capable of retarding his pr<?- 
gress. The relaxed discipline of the Roman troops 
betrayed the most important posts, where they 
.were stationed, and the fear of deserved punish- 
ment induced great jiumbers of them to inlist 
^ under 
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>• tude of bavbftrians appeared; jat leilgthi ^uhdbntbe 
oralis of Mardanopcdis, a citTiibiHltii^liV^J^iinii 
konoor of his sister, and^ at thatinihie theifiaipili&l 
of the soGond hbsm** > The imbabitBUits ceadeuted 
to ransom their lives and property^ by the 'f»y- 
moot of.a large sum of mioney^ and theuioivaders 
recreated back into theirdesecWSv^KinKUsdi raiher 
than satisfied^ with the fust; ^yccefis of their arms 
^^^aimt a^ opulent, but feeble country. . Inflelli- 
jgence w?s soon transmitted to.thp emperor ^ De- 
pius, that Cnivay king of the Goths,, had passed 
the Danube a second time, vdth more coosid^a- 
ble forces ^ that his numerous det^bmeims scat- 
tered devastation over the province of Msesia, 
whilst the main body of the army, consisting of 
seventy thousand Germans, and Sannatians, a 
force equal to the most daring atchievements^ re- 
quired the presence of the Roman monarch, and 
the exQTtion of his military power. 
Variont Decius found the Goths engaged before Nico- 

the oathk polis, on the Jatrus, one of the many monu- 
^D,2»o, ^^^^ ^^ Trajan's victories f . On his approach 
they raised the siege, but with a design only qf 
marching aw^y to a conquest of greater import- 
ance, 

- * In the sixteenth chapter of Jomandes, instead of securido 
-Maesia, we may venture to substitute secundam, the second MaB- 
sia, of which Marcianopolis was certainly the capital., (See 
Hievodes de Provinciis, and Wesseling ad locum,' p. 6^56. Iti- 
nariar.) It is surprising, how this palpable error of the' sfcribe 
could escape the judicious correction of Grotius. 

t The place is still called Nicop. The little stretm, on whose 
banks it stood^ falls into the Danube. D'Anville, Geographic 
' ^ 'Ai^i^iehne, torn. i. p. 607. -r 
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a£iktB/i:lie> siege drPhilipp^poAb, a city ofTfaiaoe, c » a f. 
&bnded by thel father of Aleixandei, near the ^ 
fm* of til(%iiit HoBimi&^k Seeing foUowed them ^ "^ 
thnwgh a difficult coumiy, and by forced 
jtaaoobes; but •irbcQ he iixtagioied fannself at a 
Gonsidsrable dktance from the rear of the Goths, 
Ciiiva turned^ with rapid fury on his pursuers. 
The camp of the^omaiis -was surprised and pi!*- 
laged, and, for the firsit time, their emperor fled ' 

in dIsordeF before a troop of half-armed barba- 
rians. After a long resistance, Philippopolis, 
dfestifeute of raccour, was taken by storm. A 
hundred thousand persons are reported to have 
been massacred in the sack of that great city f . 
Many prisoners of consequence became a valua- 
ble accession to the spoil; and Priscus, a brother 
of the late emperor Philip, blushed not to as- 
sume the purple under the protection of the 
barbarous enemies of Rome J. The time, how- 
ever, consumed in that tedious siege, enabled 
Decius to revive the courage, restore the discip- i 
line, and recruit the numbers of his troops. He 
intercepted several parties of Carpi, and other 
Germans, who were hastening to share the vic- 
tory of their countrymen §, intrusted the passes 
of the mountains to officers of approved valour 

and 



* Stephan. Byzant. de Urbibus, p. 740. Wesseling Itinemr. 
p. 136. Zonaras, by an odd mistake, ascribes the foundation 
of Philippopolis to the immediate predecessor of Decius. 

t Ammian. xxxi. 5. 

X Aore). Victor, c. 29. 

% Victoria Carpictt^ on some medals of Decius, insinuate 
these advantages. 
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z. tifiMliwiofrOte Bwube^ 

treai of the Golte. Eacowmged >iij|r tite l«!toP ' 

aity to tmitwe^ by » great aiid d(B€^Mve^4>kr#, - 
his swa ginry, and tbttt of^e9(oman *aiM)9 f . '-' 
OMbuN. At the same lime w}M[i4>aduft^ ivrte sm^^ 
^^ widi Ike viobnee of the tempest:, his mind^ 
«jj^ ^ cnha and delibetate aifiidst i^te t«i»Alt? of ^#«r, 
«£Vatorkl^. inrcsligated the mote generAmviae^, iffaat, sk^- 
the age of the Antonines, had se iaypei^iAivtA^ 
urged the decline ef the Rdmaa greatthe^. -fk 
soon discoMnred that it was impossible to fepbce-^ 
than' greatness on a permanent basis, witStfd^ 
^storing public virtue, ancient principles atA* 
manners, and the oppressed majesty of the'Htws. 
T6 execute this noble but arduous design, he 
first resolved to revive the obsolete office o€ 
ceriSorj an oflSce, which, as long ^s it had 
subsisted in its pristine integrity, had s6 muctt 
contribtKted to the perpetuity of the state :f, 
till it was usurped and gradually neglected 

by 

* Ciaudiiis (who afterwards reigned wkh so much gJoTyf) rrvs ' 
posted in the pass of Thermopykc with 200 Dardanians, lOO 
heai^ and IdO light horse, 60 Cretan archers, and lOOO well- 
armed recnjjts. See an original tetter fiioin the eropetor ^ h)S * 
officer, in the Augustan Historj^, p. 200. ' ^ 

t Jomaiide?, c. rc—rt. Zosiraos, K i.p. 221 In the gene- 
ralacconnt of this war, it is easy to discover the opp^sitf ftj^ 
judices of the Gothic and the Grecian writer. In carelessness 
alone they are alike. 

f Montesquieu; Gra-eiieur et Decadence des Bomains^x. viii. 
He 'illustrates tht nature , and use of the censorshi)}, with his 
usual inejenuityl and with uncommon precision. 
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bff^m^fyams^* 4kaMmM ite liie 0if^pid«' ^« n a i^. 

ettMw^ liiexpM^k GW skne bestow «ittiBmty, '^' -^-^ 
he taiwitte^ the etpioe^t the oeaMr to the^i^i. 

was aft^wn^s-^nNpeiM, Ud who t^en served 
ynth-^astmuifm in tbe satrnf ci Decias, was de- 
clared, the mo6t worthy of that exalt^ hcnioitr. 
^sflpt as ttiedeovee dc* tiie senate was trans* 
raitied to idle empetor, hie «weixd»ltd a great 
couoqil ia his camp, and, before the investhare 
of the ceasdr elect, he apprise him of the dif^ 
foulty and impoFlance of his gveat fJice*' 
" Ha^/ Valerianv"* said the prince to his dis* 
tinguished subject, " happy in the general appro- 
^^ bation of the senate and of the Roman lepubr 
*♦ lie 1 Accept the censorship of mankind ; and 
** jtidge of our manners. You will select those 
** who deserve to continue members of the se-- 
*' nate ; you will restore the equestrian order to 
** its ancient splendour ; you will improve the 
*• revenue, yet moderate the public burdens. 
" You will distinguish into regular classes the w 
" various and infinite multitude of citizens, and 
*• accurately review the military strength, the 
^ wealth, the virtue and the resources of'Rome^ 
** Your decisions shall obtain the force of laws. 
" The army, the palace, the ministers of justice, 
Vol. I. D d ** and 

* Vespasian and Titus were the last ceosors* (Pliny Hjst. Na- j. /K 

tur. vii. 49. Censomus de Die Natali,) The.moiiesty of Tra- 
jan refused an honour ^vhich he deserved, and his example lie- 
camera law to the Antoniws. See Pliny »i^jp;^hejyrtc, f. 45, ^' 

and^, - r$' 
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cm A^'o'' mi ibtbtm^t oifcffifcjil£l&«^.imqfMcida]A. aU 

, '' viobie) %h» ^ykBti^ih^.vmtX^'vD^mU-oS^%n 
" lihiese few* wlio. IMF «^.dlM<l tlBhf^fi^^^ 

^257^ powert, would l»yp mfm^-pm ^ m^^ 

Valewn jurtly dr«8»49d-an rcJ^Htipij^jfCHi^ 
e^vy apd of susj^ion. He mocje^^tly iiiged^l^, 
alarming greatiie8& of the ti:a$(, his own iff^. 
ficiency, and the incurable co^^uption^x>i Uie 
times. He artfully insinuated, that the officcHof 
Cjcnspr was inseparable from the Imperial digp,i|;7, 
and that the feeble hands of a subject were'up^. 
equal to the support of such an immense ysrieiglit 
of cares and of power §. The approaching event 
of war soon put an end to the prosecution of a 
project so specious but so impracticable ;, arid 
whilst it preserved Valerian from the daiigpr, 
saved the emperor Decius froni the disappaiht- 
ment whifh would most probably. have at teft3ed 

•:. ' ' -. • . ' ' :• - ■ ' .: /fob ' 

'*"Yety in ^\Xt of this exemptioii; PomjKj.app«a»^ Iftforetlot 
tribunal during. his Cansulthip. The ocq^isipn, indeed, was 
equally singular and honourable. Plutarch in Pomp. p. fesft' - 

"^ See the original sq;>eeeVin the Augtttaa Hisl.p; :^7Sitmi(' 

i This transaction might deceive Zonaras, who supposes that 
Valerian was actually declared the colleague of Decius, l.'^ii. p* 
635. 
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period when these principles are annihila^i the' 
<!etfi^iAI'jufisafcttt)h'feii«teateferrfia^itt^ ; .^ ^' 

pttgte^tty, ^ b^^c6Wt^rt6d: into a partial iftstnJ-^/ ;'; 7 . 
mentiof H^fecaticus 6J)pressi<Hi ** f t w^s easier'td- 7,... 
vanquish the Goths, thiin to eradidate the publicf ' 
vices J ycfl, even in the first of these entcfrprise^^^ 
Dfecitis lost his army and Jiii life. - / ' 

The Goths were now on every sidfe surroUfideid Dctotiiici 
and pursued by the Roman arms. The ftdwer nldut«nd 
of their troops had perished in the long siege of ^ •""' 
Philippopolis, and the exhausted country^could 
no longer afford subsistence for the remaining 
multitude of licentious barbarians. Reduced to 
tjiis extremity, the Goths wovdd gladly have 
purchased, by the surrender of all thefif booty 
and prisoners, Uifs permission of an undisturbed 
retreat. But the emperor confident of victory, 
and resolving, by the chastisement of these in- 
vaders, to strike a salutary terrdr into the na- 
tioits of the Noith, refused to iisl^a to any 
terms of accommodation. The high-spirite;d bar- 
barians pt^ferosd death to slavery, JSsx abscinre 
' ^ B d 2 t6wn 



^* Sttck as the atte«pf9 of Aa^^vmtf townni^ 9 #e|bwa(im of 
manners. Tacit; Annai; iii. d4< \ 
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464 TBllimCBKmjMmiTAlL 

CHA>. tdVfWttf Mnit, odkdBorMtoXitiebMqMifSiTJRfis- 

'dn,i9»up intktee linct, and( 9ltiatgi6t9mfii¥^ 
at accidoMt, the fipoot. of ih^ tkasi l^e yfrnimt 
v«Md bj a numM. la tb« b^nmiqgv oi^tt^ 
acifcin» Um sen of Bec}iiii,.ft.)K«ukh-c^.t]M» i^f«$( 

the puipiet WW slam i by an ^ mV9ir in Uie^^iilBJliift 
of his afflicted &ther ; who, sommoamg aU, h^ 
fmrtkttde^ admooishad tlief dftsiMjred ftef^p^ .^at 
the lo89'Of a nngk soldier .^nas <if little ji^piw* 
tance to the republic f . Ti»cmxQifit \mi t^- 
ble; it was the camlxit of deeper agwiwt gi^ 
and ragft^ The fim hue of the Goths at.leqg^ 
gave Dray in disorder; the secc»d, advanciog to 
sustain it) shared its ^e;. and the third only 
temaaxied entire, prepared to dispute the passages 
cf the m(»raas, which was imprudently attempted 
by the presumption of the enemy. '^ |Ie;re the 
*^ fortune of the day turned, and all things be- 
^^ came adverse to the Romans: The place. deep. 
*^ with, ooze, sinking under those who ^tpoit 
^ slippery to such as advanced; their armour 
** heavy, the waters deep; nor could they wield, 
** in that uneasy situation, their weighty jayeljn^. 
** The barbarians, on the c(Hitrary, w^e enure4 
^' to encounters in the bogs, their persons taU, 
** their spearS' long, such as cwld wound at a 

•* distance." 



* Tillemont, Histoire des Impereurs, torn. iii. p. sas. As 
Zosimus and some of his followers mistake the Danobe for the 
Tanais, they place the field of battle in the j^laiAS of Sejthia. 

t Anntins Victor allows two distinct actions for the Ifcaths 
of the two Decii ; but I preferred the account of Jomandes. 
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fif^et^ y«sr bf H^ age ; »i acc<Hn^lied^ttie0^ 
im¥e ttf Hmr, flUd itffilUe iti peace {; who txv 
giithef #ll% his s(m, hM dei»fvdlitD becompafod^ 
ftdfh'in 1^ tod ^eatb,^ wilfa the brig^u^t eiam^ 
cf ailcieiit ^tue §i . * 

l^hftrfafstl blow hwabkd, fiir a-v^ry litde dme, g^^« •^ 
th^ iliscdence '&f thie tegions. Thejr appear to a. dl 351. 
have patiently expeetdd, andaaibfoissiyely d>eyed, ^^^•"*^' 
the decree of the senate which xegulated the 
succession to the throne*' Frcaxi a just regacd 
for the memory of I>ecius, ihe impeiiai title. 
Was conferred on HofitiUanus, fak only sm* 
vivtng son; but an equal rank, witb moxe efr 
-fectual power, was granted to Gailus, wfaoBe 
^experience and ability seemed equal to the great 
trust of guardian to the young prince and the 
distressed empire ||, The first care of the new 
emperor was to deliver the lUyrian provinces 
' ^ D d 3 from 

• I have ventured to copy from Tacitus (4nnaU 1. 64.) the 
fktme of a similar engagement between a Roman army and a 
German tribf . 

t Jomandesy c. la. Zosimus, 1. i. p. dd. Zoi\aras, 1. xii. p. 687. 
Aurelius Victor. 

t The 'Decii were killed before the end of the year two hun* 
died and iiftyHone, since the new princes took possession of the 
consulship on the ensuing calends of January. 

^ Hist. August, p. 93 ii. gives them a very honourable place 
amonf^the small number of good emperors who reigned between 
Au^stus and Diocletian. 

t H«c ubi Patres comperere decernunt.. Victor in 

, Cxstaribus, 
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giwt nuMibev ^f^ ptisoMjri^^^titelijQgiiailili'^ 

ai^ry spifits, or fiKnlttUifiFlheirib'^M^ 
tot departure; and te fevett^pi^Sttasdt'^lb^pi^ 
them ahnudlf a larjg^ $um^^gi^d'/oiPe6ttfi|i6iA 
lliey sfaronld mvtt aflert/mrl^^ ^ ^RdSitii^ 
ttrritoTi^s by their teCOTsiorts *i ' '^ ;' ;^'- 
Ganm puw In the age of the Scipios, the mok' tipxAlii^ 
hfibt^. kings of the earth, "who courted t)Je pioti^drtidh 
Uj^*^ df the victorious common^oirealtJi, wer^ \grit!^fiieNl 
bote. with such trifling presents as could only derive a 
value from the haod that hestpwe^ them ; an 
ivbry cbwr, a cdarse garment' of purple, an iii- 
considerable piece of plate, or a qusmtity of cop- 
per coinf • After the wealth of nations had cen,^ 
tred in Rome, the ejppejrors djiisplayed their greats 
ness, and even their policy, by the regular exer- 
cise of a steady and moderate liberality towards 
the allies of the state. They relieved the jibv^tfjr ' 
6f the barbarians, honoured thfeir merit, and 
recompensed their fidelity. These y<dmijt%py 
marks <rf bounty were understood to &mi^rmA 
from the fears, but merely front the gemeroeit^ 

^ ' J, a TogOj and a 
ited with joy anB 



f A SeUoy a Tegdj and a ©olden Pef^ra of fiye Ijpuiiijg we 
P€re accepted with joy and gratitude by the weaitliy KiB_ 
figypt. (Livy, X3tvii. 4.) dutna MilliaJEriSy 'avreight of cop- 




per, in value about eighteen pounds sterling, was the usual pzt- 
sent made to foreign ambassadors. (Livy, xui. 9) 
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stottrl a«^;tsubsiflkr69l wttr^^ldKmUy^iktritxte^ tt 
«i»ngifiricad4(aiidB»nppiiadts;ictheyc?wfc ^j- 

K(teM>itf)^?.sbchi(inT clXiiUae4< tliQ^^»ai>fi@ d^<% discontent. 

i|fi^v3^ff»«^rW^We(»<*dwft «?ctt8ton^ ,t9 ,aw?^ 
^8ft <j¥icfo;p^^^al.4^15rs ^ipria^ tribe, .pf .b^rbaj 

fiS?»9H» ^?l4 l«^% f?^7#M cpuntry^ became 
the object of the ^^er^l cQptenipt.ap^d ^veJCsioAi. 
*jrJbft d^atfx -9^ H^stiUww though ^it. happened 
ip^Uwt, flf^dst of a ragibg pesiUeuce, was mter- - 
Ijl^ted ^s.the pqwo^^crroe pf.GaUus.f ^nd :' 
j^yen the d^at of the late emperor was. ascribed! "' 
hy the voice of suspicion to the perfidious coun- 
sels of his. hated successor J. The tranquillitj 
which the empire epjoyed during the first year of 
his ^dmiaistratic^ §, servjed rather ,to inflame 
ttian to appease the* public discontent ; and, as[ 
sopii ^ the apprehensions of war were removed, 
t\\^ ip^^my of the peace was more deeply and 
4npj9 sensibly felt. . 

? ?; V I>d4 • \ ^^^ 

^ ^'See tli^ firmness 6f a Roman general so late as the time bf A- 
l&ifcind^Setenid, inthe EKcecp^aLegationanii p« 99. Sd. L^^uy^^ 
ft i!flrtiie9l%!4?> ^ JiVAandt'S, ^. 19. and Viqtor in Caesach 

t These improbable accusations are alledged by Zosimus, L i. 
p. S3, 34. 
I Jornandes, c. 19. The.Gothic wi^tter « i^sfc abseivrf fh« 

p^^ce \vhich his victoiiolfi cdu'ntfymen had s^:©rii to Uallus, \ 



Lit 
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illKS^ qf. timr honoiir. Tby; daDgciQiisiiKareiHiofiildK 
^"^ imakh wtd. weakimt fof tbo etaitHtt:r>bfidotoai 
A.aji«4M5«alodt0 the mad^ . Ndw^s^vfoim^inha- 
lums, cncoimged byrthe-sucotts^ asld o^CiJCon- 
caving tliBiBselves boaild -bf the iC^Mgatiilti, iftf 
ibeir .breduen, qftfetd dovastflaioa tbmu^ rtibe 
IlLytrian proviaca^ andtenMHr o&iar a&theJeertRs 
q£ Rome. The de&iii;p of the mooateby^ tfiH8h 
seemed abandoiwd by the pusiUaaimdutiexofit- 
tor, wa9 assumed by iEmf&yDiusi goiresnoHriof 
Pasaoaia and Maesia ; who raUied the scatt^od 
forces, and revived die fainting spirits^ of t^ 
troops. The barbarians were unex^pcctediy aft^ 
tadsedi routed, chased, and pussood beycmd the 
Danube. The victorious leader dbtnbiited as a 
^i,. donative the money collected for tbe tribute,' and 

^- .;.::» L' ijj^ Acclamations of tbe soldiecs proclaimed hinx 
\ emperor on the field of battle *. Galhis^' wbo^ 
.careless of the general welfare, indulged hiioaself 
\n the plea3ure8 of Italy, was almost in the same 
instant, informed of the success of the revolt^ and 
, pf tbe rapid approach of his aspiring lieuteimtt, 
r He advanced to meet him as far as the plaiiis.of 
: -Spoleto. When the armies came in sight of.eai:h 
*.-Qther, the soldiers of Gallus compared the ig- 
nominious conduct of their sovereign with the 
glory of his rival. They admired the valour of 
J&milianUs ; they were attracted .by hisilibesrality„ 
-J: •■ • ■ ' • • i . -^ i>fbr 



■ K .;* 



f 2k>8im«s> 1». t« p. as, i|yS. i ' « t 
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iusdcfffit %d^])iiBiiwD3i^p\a^itff3en&JtiD ttexaiftlnflrw,;' '• >^ jf-* 

j<bdicttB&fiBg»tcug»3gpallegalJsafKrtk>nad thft^iig^ttttoidtai 

flroBitfi' iiieafiauisedp'thdmvtli^^^efihot^ f«^gn 
(to, tlusii^iitTJiEdain tsfae isiiyil : a&nimatggtion ; vaoai, 
cdntentingj handdii^ wkJhi tbe quaUtjr of thdn^ 
nttscal, wcnsldf ma dmvc time ^nscift ^ jgUxcy df 
OEtotae,'at]d^!dttotei!ithe empire Se6iki all the bfair~ 
b^arians toth 43f the Nofrth and of the Eistf, 
His tpflddewas^betec^ed h^ the apfdau^e of tiie 
jcenate ; »iid iRaodals aise stiU exttot/, reptwMH^g 
hiixi wilh the name and attributes of Htarciiles^tiie 
Victor, and of Mars die Avenger if* ^ •/ ^» Valerian 
If the tkdw raonarch ppssesaed the abilities^ he SJ^^JS^ 
wanted the time, necessary to- fulfil these «pleh- of GaUiw, 
did {xromises* Less than fow months inter9^l«!ied knowiedj^. 
. between his victory and his faU§. He had van- ^^""^^^ 
qnished Gallus ; he sunk under the weight of a 
competitor more formidable than Gallus. Tfet 
unfortunate prince had sent Valerian, already dis- 
tinguished by the honourable title of fcensoY, to 
bring the legions of Gaul and Germany |j to 'his 
aid. Valerian executed that commission ^h 
teal and fidelity ; and as he arriT^d too late-^o 

save 

* Victor in Cfitsaribus. t Zonaras, 1, xii. p. 0^1. 

^ Baaduri Numis0)ata, p. ^4. 

S Eutropius, 1. i:c. c> 6. says tertio mense. Eusebius ohiits tbk 
vmperor. 

I Zosimus, 1.1. p, 88. Eutropios and Victor station Valerian^ 
army in Rhsetia^ 
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:». The tvoofift of ^fmOimm^Ytl^ 

*■■ > '"^ ia4li0plaiiu.o£SpQieifl^wJte 

tiry of bit dunoter, W mwkrjQiDR/lljPtteanp^ 
imioLstmgtk of fak wmj^ alid^Ias^duqm«feift 
now bcoome as inotpabk <^ pMsoDalzMta^^ 
fi$ they had nikwvjs baeaai Gqnitotat»na]j}>nfl» 
A.n 35S. tifile* they naiiily i ph ro cd tfaeic tends^dnoite 
^"c^^* bk)Qdof aimiiQewlio8o]aldyliad'bqpB(i^:id»^ 
jtcfc of their ptrdai ohoicfi. The|piillMmj;4!ketts^ 
hut the advaatige of it vir» Yokmn^sqymiskk 
obtaimd die posses^ioci of the^thtoqe bf&cthe 
means indeed of a civil war^but with Jbdegpose^af 
iiuioceDce sixigalar. in .that agp.of 9eiFQlut]aii&; 
since he oved neither gratitude nor attelBiaoo^.ite 
bis predecessor^ whom he dethroned. 
^vSS' Valerian was about sixty yews of age f^ rnhm 
L. M was invested with tbe purple, not by th^ q^n 

ftfice of the populace^ or tbe ctemoms of tim 
army, bilt by the tmanimous voi^e of ths IU)r 
man. worjd. In his gradual ascent thrpiigb^.'thcsi 
honours of the state, he had deserved tbe fyvQ^^ 
of virtuous princes, and had declared hiix^lf ^the 
enemy of tyrants f . His noble birth, h^ imiMk 
but unblemished manners, his kanung, pni^. 
dence, and experience, were revered by the ije-^ 
nate and people ; and if mankind {^KsccxrdiiDg td^ 
the (Nervation of an ancient writer) had been 

left 

' •. . * ^ 

* He -was about seventy at the time of his accession, or i^ jj( is 
more probable of his death. Hist. August, p. 173. Tillemoilt, 
l^st. d^s Ei^pereUrs, torn. iii. p. 893. note I . ^ » 

. t Inimicus Tyrannorum. Hist. August, y. 178. Inthegfer 
rious struggle of the senate against Maximm, Valerian acted a 
very spirited part. Hist. August, p. 150; 
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ini^7nos^^isiAsi^^:hmm^ fiittei^ on ¥diael^^%l :i^ 
:£0adBipdtt]|«[ ka«Bta(rfAM:bw empetor w faiade*. '■ » "'--^' 
,^pi9l^toflii9inBpul9ticm^;^erha ot 

.atd«a9t>Jiis?>8piri6^ iv^ceijiffeoted) byrthe laoigimr 
.MdnsbUNBskoB'dU^ dget ^ Tfae'Consaioiiis^ of Gentni 
ins J 4etd0ifi vengK^etd hiai^^ shaie lAie thtome ^mtk ^^^^^^ 
acgrooiigeafii^i: /tooted a^ associate f : The ^^^ 

.efte^|^C9f«0£(th£ thlKS d no and 6aHie« 

lcMb4haBv^api3p«4 and the expetieace 6f tbe ""iT©. 
S(&map <: q»»ir; ini^ have dhsected bim where 89-h26« 
toube^W;JbbeiIm|]eiiQl porpk, as the reward of 
miHfeaiTf ^merit.' But instead of making a judir* 
<piott& chdioe, >wbi;;h would have/cotifirmed Ills 
tciign ao^ endeared .hi$ mf mor)ry Yaknan, com^ 
suiting only. the. dk^tes oif^afiectioii .or vaqi^^ 
immediately invested with the. supreme honours ^ ; v; 
his son GaMienus, a j^uth^ whose 6&minat^¥ictxi 
had been hitherto concealed by thp obsciitrity'/ef 
a pri^^^fe ttation^ The joint government qf the 
father atid the ^on subsisted about seven, and the 
sole administration of Gallienus continued about 
eight j^rs. But the whole period was one.ux)- 
iiiterrupted s^es of confusion and calamity ♦ 
As the RcHXE^ empire was at the same tin^« 
and on every side^ attacked by the blind fury of 
foreign invaders^ and the wild ambition of 49r 
.'-—:. ^ otestic 

• According to the distinction of Victor^ he seems to have re- 
ceived the title of Imperator from the army, and that of Augustus 
from the senate. . ■ 

^ t From Victor and from the m^clals, "fUlemont (torn. lii. p. 
710.) vefy.|ustly infers, that Gallienus was associated to the eih- 
pjrp about the month of Aogust of the year 253. " ' ' 
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41^ tm^^mcijm Atfb )fjaii. 

c^H AT. ittbtie Qiurpen, we stell ttMiMlIF dfBric aaft'^t 
*• tffJicuitjr, by pursuing, not to ibttch'tte'^lftbAI!^ 
fA afratngement <^f dtles, *s A^ fkbii^^ limma 
distributkm tff subjects'. The'^ttoM: diW y ^i Mto . 
enemies ef Rfmie, daring «Aie t^tH^^V^^Iti 
«*|^ and Goni^iifeB, were, i. The fiftuyteJv «lB<Uh^ 
Alemsnlri. 3. The Ootht; imd, 4^ HkIBbv^ 
Sims. Und^ these genei a i qi|tydhtiptts, nm ndl^ 
omifirehead the ad)^eatQte8<if4essoiiittiddffahle 
tribes, whose dbscareand unooollh'amBS^ wtali 
only serve to oppress diennimorfaagd perplesf Ae 
atteniion of tl»s ceader. {^^- r 

^^^^ I. As the posterity of the Fianks compose onis 
^ f^ of the greatest and most enlightened aaticMis cif 
£ur(^, the powers of kaming and mgetmpy 
have been exhausted in the discovery df their 
unlettered ancestors. To the tales of credi^ilgr, 
have succeeded the systems of f^ncy. Every 
passage has been fitted, evefy spot has been sur- 
veyed, that might possibly reveal sowe faim 
traces of their origin. It has been supposed, 
that Pannonia*, that Gaul, that the northern 
parts of Germany f, gave birth to that. cele- 
brated colony of warriors. At length the most 
rational critics, rejecting the fictitious emigra* 
tions of ideal conquerors, have acquiesced in a 
sentiment whose simplicity persuades us of i*R 

truth. 

* Various systems have been formed to explain a difficult pas* 
sage in Gregory of Tours, L ii. c. 9* , . 

f The Geographer of Ravenna, i. H. by mentioning MfU^n- 

fania on the confines of Denmark, as the ancient seat of the 
ranki, gave birth to an ingenious lystem of he&mrtt^ ' r 
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tw#|f.f Tjt^i^ rnggm^'Mt «lio«,tb^ yffwriWftT q^^^n 

Tter |arwe»t.iCj«Je ♦f We»tpbali^i the Lwd* 
gititiatie o£.ilfenfr» and tJn^ dwhies of Bron^wiiQlp 
ands I^ulaenlBirg; iivrerof the ancteat s^at o£ th^ 
Gbumi mfaD, iii&^beit isaoces^ble sHlcMrasses^ ite# 
fied^tho Biooitnr amia $4 : of the Cherusev^ fwnA 
«C thief fiane o£ ;Anaiaius ; of the Catti ^ forimda* 
bl^by^tfaear^'fem aipb?mt]ieftd inia andof 

several other tribes of in(&rior power and re^ 
iiown §. The Idve of liberty was the ruUng 
pasision of these Germans ; the enjoyment of it 
thdr best tvett^ute ; the word that exiprbsged that 
enjoyment, the most pleasing to their ear^ They 
deserved, they assuiyied, they maintained the how 
nouifable epithet of Franks or Freemen ; which 
concealed, though it did not extinguish, the 
peculiar names of the several states of the am- 
federacy ||. Tacit consent, and mutual ac^van^ 
tage, dictated the first laws of the union ; - it was 
gradually cemented by habit and experience, 

Tht 



* See Cluver. Germania Antiqua, 1. iii. c. 20. M^ Freret^ in 
.the Memoires de TAcademie des Inscriptions^ torn, xviii, 

t Most probably under the reign of Gordian, from an acci- 
dental circumstance foUy canvassed by Tillemont, torn. iii. p« 
710, 11$1. 

♦ Plin. Hist; Natur. xvi. 1. The panegyrists frequently aU 
lude to the morasses of the Franks, 

% Tacit, Gcrmania, c. 80, 87. 

f| In a subsequent period, most of those old names are occa» 
sionally mentioned. See some vestiges of them in Cluver, 
Germ. Anti^. 1. iij. 
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414 

'■»*/■■' cucry ciuitoo^ jytaipmg: i>ii. inifapnndOTtig>»«n 
rofBty, qanwilt^'wiUi. teJmetbfoii.iiijdifef cocB»f3 
iBOD came, m^mmt iiidifiavfMgiiigdhfiflHiU^^ 
of 4ny supc€0ie htrnd^ or iBgratmatiTO asiciDu:^ 
Uiy *• fiiK the fffHictj^e a€ JJuKlnvo. aMkdeitiv. 
ck$ \rai exUiemelydilKntptr ' A peae« cfts^arab 
hundred yeass has ismi^rdi»d*the vme and faeri^st: 
policy of the Swiss. Aa'mcQtittaiit ^xn^iAmi 
thtfst of xapiiie, an^a dtssegaid>4;o thf^ meal se^. 
lemn treaties, disgraced the character of-<«b(- 
Franks. •"-; 

^Oml '^^^ Romans bad long experienced the dftimg- 
vabur of the people of Lower Geisaany* TbH 
union of their strength tlireid:ened' Gaul with: a? 
more formidable invasion, and required the pre^ 
scnce of Gallienus, the heir and colleague 9i 
Imperial power f • Whilst that prince, and im 
infimt son Salonius, displayed, in the court, of. 
Treves, the majesty of the empire, itsi imisies^^ 
were ably conducted by*their general Fosthumua^ 
who, though he afterwards betrayed the ^imby , 
of Valerian, w;as ever faithfVd to the great inte^ 
rest of the monarchy. The treachercms langufige 
of panegyrics and medals darkly announces a 
long series of victories. Trophies and titles at- 
test (if such evidence can attest) the fame of 
. Fosthumus, who is repeatedly stiled, The con- 
queror of the Germans, and the saviour of Gaiil j. 

* Sifaler d« Ifepublicai Helvet. cum iU)tis Faselia. ' .^-j ; 

t ZosilhuS, Li." p/S7. ^- • ..i;v;.; bi^i* 

t M. de Brequigny (in the Mexnoires de TAcademie, torn. 
XXX.) has given us a very curious life of Posthumus. A series 
of the Augustan History from Medals and Inscriptions has been 
more than once planned, and is still much wanted*^ , 

gitizedbyCjOOgle 
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bamenagaha^q^'ia^iif sj^ite of €!^e#piis^'mtft ' 

deipasttoicws sirefched^iftto *h6^riVer to tlie f6ot^^ 
o^Ae/P^BMieNSB^'j fl4)rWere they stopped by thbscJ^ 
nKninttiimv USfiai«,^'wMeh had never dreaded,- 
w^ totfele^io teaistlffie inroads of the Germans; 
Dartn^^ W4W6' y^ai^,- the' greatest part of the 
reigil of Gallienus, that opulent country was the- 
tl^eatrr irf- unequal and destructive hostilities. \' 
Ttftragona^ Ifee flourishing capital of a peaceful 
pifoviflfceV was sacked and almost detroycd'*; 
and sof late as the ckys of Orosius, who wrote ift 
iim ^fth centuty, wretched cottages, scattefcid 
adlidst the ruins of magnificent cities, still ref^' 
corded the rage of the barbarians f. When thd'^ 
cii^haifsted country no longer supplied a variety o^ 
plysidisr, th6 Franks seized oh some vessels in the 
pQfts of Spain t, and transported themselves into ^^ 
Mauritania. The distant province was astonisKeA 'ovcriAto 
with the fury of these barbarians, who seemed W' 

fa»> 



'ictor. c. 83. Instead of P<e«e dtrtpto^ both thftf 
I expression require deleto ; though, indeed, for au^ 
s, it is alike dlifiQiat to correct the test of the best^ 



,* Aurel. Victor, c. 83. Instead of P<e«e dtrtpto^ both 
sense and the ( 
fereat reasons, 
and 6f the worst writers. 

t In th^ time of Ansonius Cthe end of the fourth century) II- 
erda or Lerida was in a very ruinous state (Auson. Epist. xxv. 
4F8.J which probably was the consequence of this invasion. ^ 

% Valesius Is therefore mistaken in supposing that the Franks 
had invaded Spain by sea. 
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9tm^^ Elb^ winch is u^ptmtat, mtk4f tlimihkm^fiimtm^ 
of Lusacc, there wim^i^ »^mm9titmtnifkm/m4 
ivood, the awful scat <^^ tkr wpciHitiCii 9i\tim 
SueTi* None weoe ygmittitA to^ c»ter tlMoi. > 
precincu, witbout caii^sgifts» by tbeii:: 
bonds and suppliasu posdupe, the unmedimie 
sence of the sovereign Deity f. FatiiotiiOi ^ 
tributcd, as well as devotioa to coasaciate ^le 
Soanenwald, or wood of t&e Semnoiies :(. it 
was univenally believed, that the nati<»i bad re* 
ceived its first existence on that sacred spot. At 
stated periods, the numerous tribes who gloried 
in the Suevic blood, resorted thither by their am* 
bassadors ; and the memory of their common ex- 
traction was perpetuated by barbaric rites and 
human sacrifices. The wide extended name of 
Suevi filled the interior countries of Germany, 
from the banks of the Oder to those of the Da- 
nube. They were distinguished from the other 
Germans by their peculiar mode of dressing their 
long hair, which they gathered into a rude knot 
on the crown of the head; and they delighted in 
an ornament that shewed their ranks more lofty 
and terrible in the eyes of the enemy ^, Jealous 
as the Germans were of military renown, they 

all 

* Aar«L Victor* Butrop. ix. 6. 

t Tack. Gefaania, 8S* t Ciaver. Qerm. A»ttq^ m, 9$. 

% Sic Suevi a ceteris Germanis, sic Sueroram ingenui a servig- 
separantur* A proud separation I 



Digitized by 



Google 



al WjMrfiiittJ nJife ^upiet^or va^ur of ^^Sueri ; ok a^# 
andi^a^rftes of ^ Us^petes a^ Tencteriy. ^^k), x. 
with a vast army, encountered the dictator Caesar, 
deolatj^^h^ they eslfceia^ it not a disgrace to 
haire>fled before- a pe^)pie, to iirtlfose arms the im* 
morfcai gods themselves^ w^re uneqHal *. 

In the reign of the einperor Caraealfe, an in- a maed 
numerable, swarm of Suevi appeared on the> banks ^J^-^l^ 
of the Mein^ and in the neighbourhood of the sume the 
Ropan . proviJKes, 'in quest either of food, of ^",^^ni, 
plunder, or of glory f . The hasty army of vo- 
lunteers gradually coalesced in^ a great and 
pennan^nt nation,: and as it was composed from 
so m?i3[ky diSerent tribes, assumed the name of 
Alemanni, ox All-meji; to denote ^t once their 
yarious lineage, and their common bravery %. 
The latter was spopufelt by the Romans in many . 
a hostile inroad. The Alemanni fought chiefly 
on. horseback J but their cavalry was rendered ' 
still more formidable by a mixture of light in- ' 
fantry, selected from the bravest and most ac* . 
tive of the youth, whom frequent exercise had 
enured to accompany the horsemen in thcf long- 
est march, the most rapid- charge, or the most 
precipitate retreat §, 

Vol. I. . E e This 



* Caesar in.Bello Gallko, iv. i. 

tiVictor in Caracal* Dion Casslus, Ixvii. p. 1 800. . 

% This etymology (far different from those which amuse the 
fancy of the learned) is preserved by Asinius ttuadratus, an 
Original historian, quoted by Agathias, i. c. 5. 

S The Suevi engageci Caesar in this manner, and the manoeuvre 
deserved the approbation of the -conqueror^ (in BtUo QaUjcOi i. . 
48.). 



Digitized by 



Google 



4t« Titt DECUME J^»D PikHb 

e H A F. This warlike people of Gem^suos faad^bedatH^te^ 
X- nished hy the tnimense prepsMtiotis of Ajtesaiiffer 
'. ^ Severas, thcj ^^ere dismayed by the anm jof hh 
gLuI ind successor, a baiimriBii eqmd in vsdour and fi^tre^ 
'••'T' ness to themselves. Bat still hovering hfCL the 
frontiers of the enkpite, they incteased the gene- 
ral ifisonier that ensued after the death of l)Kii]s, 
' They inflicted seVete trounds on the rich pro- 
vinces of GaUl; they \me tbe first who removed 
the veil that covered the feeble majesty of Italy, 
A numero^ body of the Al^manni penetrated 
ntToss the Danube, and through the Rhaetiao 
.^Ips, into the plains of IxHnbardy, advaiUrlBd ai 
far as Ravenna^ and displayed the victorious ban^ 
nets of barbarians labnost in sight of Rome ^. The 
ittsult and the danger rekindled in the s^aate 
uemfoif^ some sparks of their ancient virtue. Both the 
rJ^ emperors were engaged in fer distant wats, Vde^ 
•^•eMtf rian in the East, and Galiie«u$ <m the Rhine« AH 
the hofts and retources of the Romam were in 
tfaemselre^. In this emergency, the senators te^ 
somed the defence of the tepubKc, drew out flie 
Prastoriati guardis, who had been left tb gart^on 
^he capital, and filled up theit numbet^, by Ht^ 
listing into the public service tim stotftest mA 
molt willing of the Plebeians, The Aleifraticii, 
astonished with the sudden appearance of aa ar- 
my more numerous thaa their asjm^ mined.ixim 
Germany^ bden with spoil; and their rAi3»t:iras 
esteemedcM a victary by the unwarUloa RonlaBsf , 

When 

* Qi|t,», Ancpi^. :{V 9l^Sl^ 0ex^i|nu in the BsOerptaXesv 

t ionum, p. 8. Hieronym. Chron, Orosius, ni» 9$« .a 

tZostmus,Li.p.84. . ci -. ^ ' 
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0!?'THt koiVfAN EMPBit 4»$ 

"5^^* OftBiemis deceived the intellijgence that ^ il A- f, 
J^ capital Was delir^ted fmm the b^rb?iri^ns, hfe i. , 
Wb liiuth lesi delighted, thatt farmed, ^rith th^ *^ ' 
iCbarage 6f thtj senate, siiice it might one day titeiciwi- 
ptompt them to tiestucthe publie from domestic j^J^tteli 
tyranny, as well as frdm foreign invasion. Uis thcimii- 
jimid ingratitude wai published to his subjects, in vioe. 
Rrt edict Which prohibited the senatotsr from ex- 
i^rcising any rftilitary employment, and even from 
approaching the cs^mps 6f the legions. But his 
fears were grbundless, Hje ri^h dtid lU3^uriox;s 
nobles, sint;iftg into their natural character, acr 
cepted, a^ a fkvour, this disgraceful exemption 
from milit^y service ; artd as long as they were 
indulged in the cfijoymettt of their bathjs, thejr 
theatres, and their villgi, they cheerfully resigur .^r, 
ed the n^ore ijJangeroujf care$ of empire, to th^ 
rough hands of peajsaats and soldier? *, 
Another invasion of the AWmanni. of a move ^*"***"« 
• formidable aspeqt| but more glorious event, is an alliance 
piention«d by a writer of the lower empire, HJ^. 
Three hundred thousaxid of that wvlikc people 
are wd to have beei> vanqu.isljed, ip a battle near 
Milan, by Gallienus in person, at the bead of 
only ten thousand Eonians f . We may hoWever, 
with great probability, ascribe this ioeccsfil^le 
victory, cither to the greduHty of th$ histori&a, 
or to lome exag^mt^ exploits of om of the em- 
ferof's lieutenants. It was by arms of a very 
E e ^ different 



f Av?!. Victor, ia Gsllifno et Probo^ His <cdift|>fcilntr brtjrfhe, 
mi ancommon spirit of fraedom* t • ■ 
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420 THE bECLlK^'A^ 1*ALL 

CHAP, different nature, thai Oallfleha^ ' ^iidesi^JRi^cid 
X. protect Italy from thfe fuijr off he GemU^nrj^^He 

• -' espoused Pipa the daught<5r6f a^kifflg'df'^e^Ma:- 

comanni, a Suevic tribe, Which'Was^»Wft«Al con- 
founded with the Alemanni'in ^th^r wora! and 
• conquests *. To the father, as'thfe*pric«io6iiis 

alliance, he granted ah ample settlement 'ili Bam- 
nonia. The native chanps of unpolished beauty 
seem to have fixed the daughter in the afiections 
of the inconstant emperdr, and the bands of |Holicy 
were mdre firmly connected by tKoseof lonre. 
But the haughty prejudice of Rome sdUrCefused 
the name of marriage, to the profane mhoCuie of 
a citizen and a barbarian; and has stigmatised the 
German princess with the opprobrious title of 

* concubine to GalHenus f • 

th'cSi^^ III- We have already traced the emigration of 
the Goths from Scandinavia, ot at least from 
Prussia, to the mouth of the Borysthenes, and 
have followed their victorious arms from the Bo- 
rysthenes to the Danube. Under the reigns of 
Valerian and Gallienus, the frontier of the last- 
mentioned river was perpetually infested by the 
inroads of Germans and Sarmatians; but it was 
defended by the Romans With more than usual 
firmness and success. The provinces that were 
the seat of war, recruited the armies of Rome 
with an ihexhaustible supply of hardy soldiers ; 
and more than one of these Dlyrian peasants at- 

taiBed 

* One of the victors calls him king of the M^comanni ; the 
otber^oftheCierjnans. - •. . 

t See Tillemont, llist^ des fimpereurs^ torn* iii» B* ^3> ]^^' 

'ty... ... _ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^taIi»rdtti)i&^fift$iQO»ia94 displayed th^ .abilities^ of c a a p. 
>ilgei»t«fc'-»3Bhoqg^ %mg parties of. the barba^ x- 
j»iAs^r!«fbo inc^8antly.hoyeTed on the.banks of ^"^ '^^'^ 
ibo BmiUbe^ penpietFated sometimes to the .confines 
o£ItQl3ra0ditMaeed€dai^9 their progress Mvas com- 
ilidnly ifjhecfe^, or t;beii? return intercepted, by 
tbe Impenallieutenants 1^. But the greatstre^m 
o£ the Gothic hostilities was diverted into a very 
diffei^eat channeL The Goths, in their new 
setldement of the Ukraine, soon became masters 
of )the ncMthem coast of the Euxine ; to the south 
of that inland sea, were situated the soft and 
wealthy provinces of Asia Minor, which possessed 
all that could attract, and nothing that could re- 
sist, a barbarian conqueror.* 

The banks of the Borysthenes are only sixty Conquest 
miles distant from the narrow entrance + of the "^^^^f^ 

' rus by toe 

peninsula of Grim Tartary, known to the ancients Goths, 
under the name of Chersonesus Taurica %, Oh 
that hospitable shore, Euripides, embellishing 
with exquisite art the tales of antiquity, has 
placed the scene of one of his most affecting tra- 
gedies §. The bloody sacrifices of Diana, the 
arrival of Orestes and Pylades, and the triumph 
of virtue and religion over savage fierceness, serve 
to represent an historical truth, that the Tauri, 
' E e 3 the 

* See-the lives of Claudius, Aurelian, and Probus, in the Au- 
gustan History. 

t It is about half a league in breadth. Genealogical History of " 
the Tartars, p. 598. 

t M. de Peyssonel, who had been French consul at Caffa in 
his Observations sur les Peuples Barbares, qui ont habite 'los 
b9rds du Danube. 

% Euripides in Iphigenia in Taurid« 
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4M tlAmtBEOmMtti lltllito 



ofBA^n tile &iilkta mbBb^^ 

X* in aome dtgito, wcbiifcd fc<wi»hnir IwwiBil w»n><t 

*"- - Mrs, bf a gradual iolemraisc A^iUi^thpffiMiate 
colonies, wkkfa settled akngilie ttMMnie aimiO 
The littk lekigdom of Bo^fhm^'vifkmi^kfti^ 
was situated on tlie ficra^ tbtoti^ tvfeiiK'tlitr 
Mmtis commixnicates itself to tii^ StoxkUi^ «U 
i ,. . composed of degetientfe Qteells, eQdliiil^^j*9': 
iaed barbaiiaiis. It subsist^, a^ an ii^ejpi^iAtekt 
itate, from the tiine of the Fefepontie^ iMt^*«, 
was at last swallowed up by the ambidbii df 1MB* 
tfaridates-ts and, with the itst of his ddmbudoi!)^, 
sunk under the weigtit of the Roman anns. 
From the reign of Augustus % the kihgs of B'ofi- 
phonts were the humble, but not useless^ allies of 
the empire. By presents, by arms, and by a sli|;ht 
&rtification drawn across the Isthmus, they ef- 
fectually guarded against the roving plunderers 
of Sannatia, the access of a country, which, from 
it^ peculiar situation and convenient harboujCSi, 
commanded the Euxine sea and Asia Mjnorf. 
As long as the sceptre was possessed by a Uneai 
succession of kings, they acquitted theraselvies of 
their important charge with vigilance and success* 
Domestic factions, and the fears, oi: pnvate 'in» 

^ Strabo, 1. vii. p. 309. IThe' first kings of Bost)horus wm ' 
the allies of Athens. ^ ■ ■ _. [ 

t ^pian in Mithridat. 

^ It was reduced by the arms of Agrippa. Orosius, vi. SlU 
Eutropius, vii. 9. The Bomans once advanced within three days 
march of the Tanais. Tacit. Annal. xii. IT. * 

^ See the Tojearis of (dtcia^ iC we OK«fKt.ibe sincerity an^fafe 
virtues of the Scythian, who relates a great w ^r. of^his ^j^oii 
ai^ainst the kings of Bosphorus. ' • .r '.^• 
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th^ Coth» carelessly trmt^d theoi&elvqs to the, 
mer^y of au i^nown sea, Ufi4er the ,<;Ql]4uct q| 
sailors pressed into th^ servicQ^ 9^^ wkosf^ §1m1]^ 
€m4 fidelity were equally su$|iicip»*^ ^nt %hj& 
hopes of plunder had banished e.v^y idt^a of ^aph 
ger, and a natural fearlessness of t^mpei: s:u.{>pl^d 
in their nxindsthe more rational confidence, which 
is the just, result of knowledge and experience^ 
Warrigrs of such a daring spirit must have often 
murmured against the cowardice of thw guidos^ 
who te(juired the strongest assurances of a settled 
cairn before they would venture tg^ ejonbaf k > unA 
would scarcely ever be tempted to lose sight of 
the land. Such, at least, is the practice of thfe 
naodem Turib J ; and they are probably not in- 
ferior, in the art of navigation, to the ancient in- 
habitants of Bosphorus. 

Ec4 The 

* Zosimus, 1. i. p. Sd. 

% Se^ a ytry n^tuial pktiue of tbe Su%in» n\vig9tk^ io the 
tvith letter oi Toumefwt. • 
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434 THETflECUDNlDiiNDrFAlifi 

c H A ». -' The fleet o£'4liis. Ckitfasv' 1ewritig^'tli«^b{)^kfi^ 
X iGtiieaBBia on the left handl fitst appcd^tf befecp 
^;' - Fityus *, the utmost Ihsits^ ^ the^cnnaiifpra- 
npectition vuicesj ft citj proYidod 'With a'id6nv<ihieniK^ist, 
gj*^ and fonified with a strong wafl. Here tbbf ^tnet 
with a resistance more obstinate than' they- had 
reason to expect from the feeble garvison of^a 
^stant fortress* They were repulsed ; and [thek 
disappointment seemed to diminish the t^n^or of 
the Gothic xuune* As long as Successianus, an 
officer of superior rank and merit, defended that 
frontier, all their efforts were ineffectual; bat. as 
soon as he was removed by Valerian to a more 
honourable, but less important station, they re- 
sumed the attack of Pityus; and, by the de- 
struction of that city, obliterated the memory of 
their former disgrace f . 
2k*^^ Circling round the eastern extremity of the 
take Twbi- Euxinc sea, the navigation from Ktyus to Tre- 
bizond is about three hundred miles %. The 
course of the Goths carried them in, sight of the 
country of Colchis, so famous by the expedition 
of the Argonauts; and they even attemped, 
though without success, to pillage a rich telnple 
at the mouth of the river Phasis. Trebizond, 
celebrated in the retrcat*of the ten thousand as an 
ancient colony of Greeks §, derived its wealth 

and 

» Arrlan places the frontier gaitison at Dioscutiasv or Sehasto- 
polis, forty-four miles to the east of Pityus. The garrison of 
Phasis consisted in his time of only four hundred foot. See the 
Periplus of the Euxine. 

f Zosimus, 1. i. p. 80. ' ' 

% Arrian (in Periplo Maris^Euxin. p. 180.) calls the distance 
S610 stadia. 

§ Xenophon. Anabasis, 1. iv. p. 348. Edit. Hutchinson. 
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pe»oif Hitdrionr w)J6 Uanb doiH^hj^^drair apfifiaifl '• 

pwrtfonrfDaDasi! *lefij dAfititbte by'ftatute bf secto'te 7 ;'" "^ 
harbduK *;"^/Th6 dty*^ai' lahrge artd po^l<)rtis?; 
'a/doofale cnilosufe of Wdlls seemed to defy the . ~ ' 
''ftrfy-^off* the Goths, bnd the usual garrison* had 
hi^n ^treftgthenled'by a'reinfotfcemctit>)f ten thdii- 
'datidnrten. Birt thfere are riot any advaiitagfe 
capahte of ^pplyiti^ the absence of dfeciplme'and 
vi^kiice. The numerous garrison of TrebizouH, 
dfesolved in riot and' luxury, disdauied to guard 
their' impregnabfe fortifications. The Qoths soon 
discovered the supine negligence of the besieged, 
erected a lofty pile of fascines, ascended the walls 
in' the silence of the night, and entered the de- 
fenceless city, sword in hand. A general mas- 
sacre of the people ensued, whilst the affrighted 
soldiers escaped through the opposite gates of the 
town. The most holy temples, and the most 
splendid edifices, were involved in a common 
destruction. The booty that fell into the hands 
of the Goths was immense ; the wealth of the adja- 
cent countries had been deposited in Trebizond, 
as in a secure place of refuge. The number of 
captives was incredibly, as the victorious bar- 
barians ranged without opposition through the 
extensive province of Pontus f . The rich spoils 
of Trebizond filled a great fleet of ships that had 
been found in the port. The ix)bust youth of the 

sea- 

* Arrian, p. 139. The general observation is Tournefort's. 

t See an epistle of Gregory Thattmaturgas, bishop of Neo- 
^oesarca, quoted by Muscou^ t. 37. 
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%« sfftiifiad with tli« succor of iMbt ^&it.'tlilT4 tfU^ 
' "^- '^ imtttioQt letiimed in tniMd^idi ta>ihcirii0ii^9clti« 
l^lialifiieiitf in the kisgdon c^^fiqivhopii^^X^io-^ 
t^ MMd The lecoQd ea^pedfttoa i£r A^- Gotl)^'ta«iWl^ 
2^^"^ (jflrtafcfB with gwatct powcw of rt»n>«BKfcahipit 
<^«<i<*» bui; thqr ste^ad a diflfemit coume, «n4tidMrai< 
ii^ the nhamuA provinces (^.Poo^ttt, £p^ir«d 
tin westcxu €99^ p£.the £u]iu|e^ poised llcSKm 
Wide iQoiichs of the Boryj tJieQfi««, the Niotslinriiaiid 
the Oenube. and mcrtynng tjbseifflwt fa;^ Jtte:<^i^: 
twe of % great nuiDber of fithiDg herk$, Jtey afh 
pcoeched the narrow oatlet tbrouj^^whi^ ^ 
£iuaiie sea poun iti wiitefi inM^ the Med^jttn^^ 
4e«n, and divides the gomijoeats of ^£urop^ ai^ 
Asia. The garrison of Chalcedon was eiKampi^ 
HMT the temple of Jujater Ux)u9t on a promorv*^ 
tcMry that comoianded the entra^nce of the Utmii 
azid «o iacomiderable wete the dreaded inva^ooA 
c£ the barbarians, that this body of troo]^ s^r!^. 
ttey ptto- pas$ed in number the Gothic anny. But it wa» 
to om' i« numbers alone that they surpi^j^d it. Tfe^ 
thynjfc deserted with precipitation their advaAtagq^wi. 
post^ and abandoned the town of Chj^c^or^ ipo§t 
plemifuUy stored with arms and mon^^ tcrthe 
difloretion of the conquerors. Whilst they besin 
tated whether they should prefer the sea oi: laadl^ 
j^urope or Asia,\ for the scene of their hostilities^ 
a perfidious fugitive pointed out Nicomedia, once 
the capital of the kings of Bithy^ia, as a rich 
find easy conquest. He guided the mai^h> which 

* ZosimuSi L L p. 83, S3* , % 
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1M»oiiki^fimy i««Jte?*wa i*i^ ^jainptqf Ofdf^ oVa^; 

through tiie whtfe ftrafince oliMyii^. Vkr^ 
Hi^red jieus ef peac^, enjayed hf the soft i^ 
hohitats oi Aii^ tetd dholish^d the vsenrciir «C 
avals, Md cettid^^d the appMhetisida Qf danger* 
71i« toeibnt w^lls wem suff^rdd t& moi^ldtr awi^^ 
^nd ail the ve^emie ef th^ mo«t optileat dik» uoig 
reserved f^nr the eomtruction of balhs, tempkfi^' 
and theatres f; 

When the city orCyi^ti& ^^thslco^ tbtt utmost ketieat of 
^rt rf Bfithridates $, it wa« disimgoishfedt fej? ^^ <5o«i-. 
Wise lavi^s, a naval poVTer of two huiufared gal- 
tte9, knd thawe an^^ls ;«of ftrrm, 0f imhtaty ^ti^ 
gines, and <^ comf. It was ^11 th^ teal ^ * 

wealth and luxury ; but of its ancient strength 
nmhittg remained exc^ the sitiaation, v^ a Kitle 
island df the Propontis, connected with the con- 
tinent of Asia only hy two bridges. F)*om the 
recent sack 6f Prusa, thb Goths advanced withiiv 
eighteen miles [[ of the city, which they had de-^ • 

voted 

* Itiner. tiietosolym. p. ^73. Wesseling. 

t Zosimus , 1. i. p. S3, 8 3. 

t He besieged the place with 4IX) gallies/l 50,000 ibot^ ditd a 
namerous cavalry. .9ee Plutardi in I«ucui.' Appian u tf ithf i« 
dat. Cicero pro Lege Manilia, c. 8* 

§ Strabo, 1. xii. p. 573- 

I Pocock's Description of the East» I. ii.c. 33, 24. 
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4^ • ^E DE(i£lNE ANft FALL 

c 1i A^. to destruction ; but flic'niiA df tllj^WttJ Ws A- 
X. hijei by a fbrtariate accident: T^d ^«oA Ms 
' -' rainy, and the lake Apolloniafes, tte tt^fvdr 
of all the springs of Mount OtytrfpufeV^** ««'«n 
uncommon height. The little rivef«oP Rhjrrfa- 
cus, which issues from the lake,'ivwlled ifiite a 
broad and rapid streamy and stopped the pr(!)gfC8s 
of the Goths. Thfeir retreat to the tnaritrndxity 
of Heraclea, where the fteel had protabl j been 
istationed, was attended by a hmg train 6f> wag- 
gons, laden with the spoils of Bithynia, andrms 
marked by the flames of Nice and Nioomedia, 
which they wantonly burnt*. Some obscure 
hints are mentioned ofa doubtful combat tbfit se- 
cured their retreat f . But even a complete vic- 
tory would have been of little moment, as the 
approach of the autumnal equinox smnmoaed 
them to hasten their return. To navigate the 
Euxine before tbe month of May, or after that of 
September, is esteemed by the modem Turks the 
nK)st imquestiontable instance of rashness mi 

folly J. 

,-^^^ When we are informed that the tl^rd fleet, 

expedition equipped by the Goths in the ports of Bospho?us, 

ooi^. consisted of five hundred sail of ships §, oi^: ready 

imagination instantly computes and > multiplies 

the formidable armament; but, as we are assured 

' ' ^^ 

* Zosiraus, 1. i. p. 83. 

+ Syncellus tells an unintelligible story of Prince OdenaihuSy 
who defeated the Goths, and who was killed by Prince Odqiathus. 

t Voyages de Chardin, torn. i. p. 45. He sailed with the Turks 
from Constantinople to Caffa. 

§ Syncellus (p. 882.) speaks of this expedition, as undertaken 
by the Heruli. 
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iwfied .by'#iOfbEtbairians of: Pontus ai^d the h^^s^v :?c. 
•Scytfek, wcrii not cajwiWe. of containiag mo;e hrv~-' 
dhftii iw€nty*fiy€ .or thirty men, we may safely 
effim), tiiiat fifteen thoissand warriors, at the 
most, embaicked in this great expedition. Impa* 
ticnt of the limits *of the Enxine, they steered 
their djestruetive course from the Cimmerian to 
the Thtacian Bosphorus. When they had abiiost 
gained the middle of the Straits, they were sud- 
denly drivem back to the entrance of them; till Theypwa 
a favourable wind, springing up the next day, phamsand 
carried them in a few hours into the placid sea, ^^^f^ 
or rather lake, of the Propontis. Their landing 
on the little island of Cyzicus was attended with 
the ruin of that ancient and noble city. From 
thence issuing again through the narrow passage 
of the Hellespont, they pursued their winding 
navigation amidst the numerous islands scattei^ed 
over the Archipelago, or the JEgean Sea. The 
assistance of captives and deserters must have been 
very necessary to pilot their vessels, and to di- 
rect their various incursions, as well on the coast 
^ of Greece as on that of Asia. At length the Go- 
' thic fleet anchored in the port of Piraeus, five miles 
distant from Athens f, which had attempted to 
make some preparations for a vigorous defence. 
Cleodaraus, one of the engineers employed by 
the emperor's orders to fortify the maritime cities 
against the Goths, had already begun to repair 
the ancient walls fallen to decay since the time of 

Sylla. 

* Strabo, 1. xi. p. 495. t Plin. Hist. Nati»r.. iii. 7. 
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43P TUB mBCLOOr AVU^fAlX 

S. «iid the liavtomitt btcatM in^^ 

itftt of clit muMs «nd Uk artt^ Beit wlrito-^lt 
eonqueion abanditfied thctmelwii t^Urn fioMM , 
of plunder and injttmpsittttce, ditirdif^ tlmi^)r ^ 
^ndt ft skodet guard in the harbour o^Pinhia; 
mu unexpectsdly attacked by the hA^elHsxip^ 
pUK trfao, lying with the mgineer QAcoismM^ 
ftota tile back of Athens^ oofiecMd a haM^'baml 
4i Tc^utttecfSy peasants as vrtll as sofaUietSy mi it 
some mefsof e aTWgcd the calMObCi^i of Itis couli^ 
try** '■-' 

But this eiploiti whatever lustre it mi^ ^M 
on the decUuing age of Athens^ served, rathi^td 



SJJJ^^ irritaite thau to subdue the voidauniid s^itH of 
l^j' the northern invaders* A general eonflagrtitidn 
blaxed out at the ^ame time in every distckt ^f 
Greeee* Thebes and Argos, Corinth and Sparta; 
which had formerly waged suck memoraUf wsm 
against each other^ were now unable to bring ^ 
army into the field, or even to defend their rutned 
fortifications. The rage of war^ both b^ land 
and by sea^ spread from the eastern ]poiht of 
Suniunl to the western coast of Epirus* Th$ 
Goths bad akeady advanced within sight of Italy^ 
when the approach of such imminent danger 
awakened the indolent Gallienus from his dieam 
pf pleasure* The emperor appeared in arms; 

and 

*'8ist. Atigusl. p. 13!. Victor, c. SS. Oiosius^ ViL4£r*iSdF 
^amtifliy li k !>• Stf. &>iuras^l. Eii a35. Sjac^IIus^ p* 999. At 
19 not without some attention, that we can explain and conciliate 
Uieir imperfect hints* We can still discover some traces of tb» 
partiality of Dexippus, in the relation of his own and hfs po^ijr 
tr^m«n't ex^oiti. 
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Of. THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4jt 

^p4 Ws^f^rtesepce $eetos to have thwtiBd the dk^en M P, 
dofur, mi to ht^e divided the strength; bf the 3f. 
enemy, Naulobatus, a chief of the Hertrli, ue*. '*>™'^ 
i:epied attt hopcmrabte capftulatidn, entered with 2^8*^4'" 
a. large body of his countrytnen into the serviee ^*"»*- 
of Rollie, and was invested with the otn^nttrnts 
of th^ consulat digriitjr, which harf never befbw 
been profaned by the hand« of a barbarian *, 
Great numbers of the Goth$, dis^$ted With the ^ 
perils and hardship* of a tedious voyage, btok«5 
into Maesi^, with a design of forcing their way 
over the Danube to their settlements in the 
Ukraine, The wild attempt would have proved 
inevitablejjeptruction, if the discotd of the Roman 
generals had not opened to the barb&riam th« 
meaiis of an escape f . The small remaindfer of 
this destroying host retuffted oh board theh* re^^ 
sels ; and measuring bacl^ fteir W^y through thi 
Hellespont and th^ Bpsphorus, ravaged in thefl^ 
passage th^ shores df Troy, whose fame, imtnor* 
talized by Homer, will pfoba^Jy Wirtfrve the me<^ 
mory of the Gothic conquests. As soon gs thej^ 
found themselves in ^Fcty wrthm the bason of the 
Euxine, they landed at AncMaliis in TJi^lte, neM 
the foot of Mount HaMnijs j and, after all thai* 
toils, indulged themselves in the use of thcSMI; 
pleasant and salutary hot baths^ Whait rem^ifted 

. . .- Of 



* Syncelloa, p. 883. This body of Heruli was for a long %iam 
&Hh&} and famous. 

t Claudius, who coaisiaiided on Uae DaiiMbc, tboaght ^jtU 
iKOpriety aod acttfd with spirit. His oolleai^ wa$ j^sdms o^' 
hJsr ftmp. Hist. Aupajt. 1^ ISA, 
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43^ TMIOPCUW AHIft ^AU* 

X. Sttf:hwa8tbevanoi]&£tteo£lfais(Uikdaii4#g^ 
<' ¥ >^» of their naval enteq^in&es* It.qiay seem ^iffVT||| 
to conceive, how, the original body of ^jj^tpe^ 
thousand waxriors could ^us^tain the loq^c^aj^,^ 
vioons of so bold an adventure. But as' tj^yejk 
numbers were gradually wasted by the ^wchci^ bx 
shipwrecks, and by the influence of a waqa clit 
mate, they were perpetually renewed by tro(^ 
of banditti and deserters, who flocked to. .tj^ 
standard of plunder, and by a crowd of fugi^^vei 
slaves, often of German or Sarmatian extraction, 
who eagerly seized the glorious c^portunity.of 
freedom and revenge. In these expeditions^ tbc 
Gothic nation claimed a superior share of honour 
and danger; but the tribes that fought under the 
Gothic banners are sometimes distinguished, and 
sometimes confc^unded, in the imperfect historic 
of that age ; and as the barbarian fleets seemed 
to issue from tlie mouth of the Tanais, the vague, 
but familiar appellation of Scythians, was fire* 
quently bestowed on the mixed multitude f . 
Riiiii of tfw l^^ general calamities of mankind, the death 
temple of of an individual, however exalted, the ruin of 
an edifice^ however famous, are passed ovet with 
careless inattention. Yet we cannot forget that 
the temple of Diana at Ephesus, after having 
risen with increasing splendor from seven re- 
peated 



* Jonundes, c. do. 

itosmxiSTLnd the Gieeks (as the author of the Philopatds) 
give the name of Scythians to those whom Jomandes, and the 
Latin writers, constantly represent as Qoths. 



Ephcftti. 
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Goctei ih ti]Mir tHild naval iRTaaKiii; The am ^^ x. 
Q!rai!^/ and tbe weiJ^ <^ :^a^ had cooipfaedt ta 
^eeect ttot sacked and 'm^tgm&ctm tttuctwosi It 
was supported hy an htmdted and t^^nty^sevMf 
marble dolumns, of tiser iosM wder. Tfa^ were 
Ihe gifi^ c^ darottt mcftmrtha, aadeaeh was sixty- 
^tt high. Th^ altar was adtmied with the mas*, 
teriy 8€ulptAres nf Praxiteles, .who ted, perhaps/ 
i^kcted from the favourite leg^^ cf the place, 
the'biTtj^ o£ thd diving chiMven^of Latona, the 
leonceaknent of Apollo after the slaughter of the 
Cyclops, stnd the clemency of Bg^chus to the^ 
vanquished Amazitms f.^ Yet the length of the 
leiapte of Ephei^ys 'wa^ only &Mir hm^red and 
(wenty-five feet, about two^tfiivd&of thetneasure' 
of the church of St Peter's at Rome %. In t^he^ 
other dimensions, it was still more inferior tO' 
that subKnse production of modem architecture. 
The spreading arms of a Christian cross reqinrea: 
much greater breadth thar« the oblong temples 
of the Pagans ; and the boldest artists of anti« 
qtfity would have been startled at the propesal of 
raising in the air a dome of the siae and pn^r-^ 
tiens of the pantheon. The temple of Diana 
was, however, admired as one of the wonders of 
the world. Successive empires, the Persian, the t 
Vol. I. F f Mace- 

* Hist. August, p. 178. Jornandes, cw 90. 

t Strabo, 1. xiv. p. 640. Vitnivius, 1. L c. l.praefaU 1. vii. 
t*acit. Aanai. iii. 61. PKn. Hist. Nat. xxxvi. H. 

t The length of St Peter's is 840 Roman palms i each ttilm is 
very little short of nine English inches. See Greaves^s Miscel- 
lanies, vol. i. p. 33d. On the Roman foot. 
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434 va.maam'Mnmir/oiL 

cH APu MModoQkm maAAt:90m»a^tMHtls¥^^ 
X. miictit]P^ wd eaiMM its ^lendmiy 1^ < BiltljAie 

' « •' riiiieaavagetoftfae Baltic wefe;de«](tate 13$ ft^pril^ 
fiyr tbc degaat artot. «ad tibey despicml.ihefjM 
temm of a £oireiga siifemi iifgi f. /. k* .. > i 

c«Mi«ct «f Anoilier ciKiiAistaoce is .aeblibd of tb«04i^a}- 

!^A^ tions, vkdch migln dc9C»rc^ <mr noticQ^ ^ref 
not jusdy to be wopect€d« l4ie &fiici^ 
«f % recmt aephist. W^ ^w toUt thai* i%lt^^ 
ttick of Athew, tke Gotbs b«4 jC«^c^ ^ the 
libnurie^t and wcw on the |K>int.of ^^tfiqg 4^^ 
this fimeral pile of Grecian le^piing, hadi(Qti?ne 
' of their chie&, of more refined policy ^^. |^ 
brethren, dinuaded them &om the im^iM 
^ profi^uiid observation, that, as long ss ib^ 
Greeks were addicted to the study of bpoM 
they wpidd never apply themselves to the exexr 
cise of arms X» The sagacious counsellor (should 
the truth of the £ict be admitted) reasone4 ^^ 
an ignorant barbarian. In the most polite M 
powerful pations, genius of every kind h^s dis- 
played itself about the same period ; and t)ie a^e 
of science has generally been the age of njilitary 
virtue and success* 

* The policy, howev^, cf jftie Romans, indace4 *«* ^ 
abridge the extent of the sanctuary or asylum,' which, ^yj^ 
^essive privileges, had spread itself two sudia roundtbetefiip* 
Strabo, 1. xiv. p. 641. ' Tacit. Annal* tiL BO. te« •' 

t They offered no sacrifices to the Qrecian gods. See Bpistdf 
Gregor. Thaumat. 

♦ Zonaras, 1. xii. p. 6S5. Such an anecdote was Pfrfectiy 
suited to the taste of Montaigne. He makes )Hf o(}tJT^^^ 
agreeable Bssiay on Pedantry, I. i. c* 94. 
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<^.^:1SR: .ISie mfk eiiwift%M ctf f^flsia^iOta^ e hap. 

tift«ady^s6^ti) (jver the hoito^ ctfiAlfsatdi^; >©f thfe ""^ ""^ 
klittiy prki^ses <^ tMt ^uticwtH face, iGhdsroes^ ofTi^'L 
king of Armenia:, -liad'^fen^ j^^ii^rved bocrhhi^ sL^^^*'" 
life and his itld^UcfenGe. He defended Mm- ., ^ . 
sfelf by the riatiiraJ sftpaigth of his oo^Bnttyj by ; ; 
tte perpetual resort <)f fugitives arid tmlectiBL 
^Jeiit^ -; by Ihe alHa^cfe of the Romans, aiodj' abof^fe 
^1^ by ^is own courage. Invincible in ailiK^, 
AiHrfg a thirty- years war, he was at length assas- 
sinated by theeTmsskries of Sapor^ king of Persia, 
•^k^ patriotic fcati^pV of Armenia^ wh<> asserted 
Me ftteedoto and iligiiity of the crowri, implored 
the p^ot^ectiori' of Rome ih favour of Tiridatdsf, 
the lawful heir. But the son of Chosroes was an 
ihfant^'the affiesivere at a distance, and the Pet- 
sian thbhatch advanced towards the frontier at 
ihe lieail of an irresistible fbrce. Young Tiridateis; 
J the future hope of his coimtry, was saved by th6 
fidelity of a servant, and Armenia continued, 
abote Wenty-seven years, a reluctant province of 
the great monarchy of Persia *. Elated with this 
j^B&y conquest, and presuming on the distresses or 
the degeneracy of the Romans, Sapor obliged the 
^tuoiig garrispns^ of Garrlw andNisibis. to surren- 
'^3i^1:,;'^rt^ sgirekd devastation and terxor on either 
side of thc^EtsphifaleSir 
ja:-;^:::.- ..■v.,.:,-.^^:^ ¥ f 2 . • - • The 



'' ** Mos^s t^hoireneti^i^, 1. ii. c. fl, Vs. 74.' Zonaras, 1. xii. 
p. 628. The authentic' relation of the AiTn^iiiaii bistatian serve? 
to rectify the confused account of the Greek. The latter talks 
of the children gf Tiridates, who, at that time, was himself ^i} 
infant. 
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4i6 f liE DECLINE AND FALt 

CHAP. The loss of an important frontier, the ryiia 'd^ 
^^ a faithful and natural ally, and the rapid success 
■^ of Sapor's ambition, afffected Rome with a deej? 



bet in. sense of the insult as well as of the danger. Vdrr 
ifrthtiLMt. lerian flattered himself, that the vigilance of his, 
lieutenants would sufficiently provide for tHe 
safety of the Rhine and of the Danube^ j but h^ 
resolved, notwithstanding his . advanced age, to 
marth in per on to the defence of the EuphrateSir 
During his progress through Asia Minor, the 
naval enterprises of the Goths were suspended, 
and the afflicted province enjoyed a transient and 
fallacious calm. He passed the Euphrates, en- 
countered the Persian monarch near the walls of 
If defeated E^essft, \vas vanquished, and taken prisoner by 
asd tiken Sapor. The particulars of this g;reat event are 
SjOTTkinJ darkly and imperfectly represeiited j yet, by the 
A d'sso gli^^^ring light which is afforded us, we may 
discover a long series of* inlprudence, of error, 
and of deserved misfortune, on the side of the 
Roman emperor. He reposed an implicit con^ 
fidence in Macrianus, his Praetorian praefect *, 
That worthless minister rendered his master for-. 
midable only to the oppressed subjects, and con- 
temptible to the enemies of Rome f . By. his 
weak or wicked counsels, the Imperial army V^^ 
betrayed into a situation, where valour aqd m.ili-, 
tary skill were equally unavailing f. The vi- 
gorous attempt of the^ Romans to cut their way 
through the Persian host, was repulsed with great 

slaughter j 

* Hist. August* p. 191. As Macrianus was an enemy tQifhp 
Christians, they chutgtd him with Wing a magiciaiu ',■' i_] 

t Zosimiis^ 1. L^« 33. . . ^ Hist. Asgustv pi 17ftff 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 437 

jjjaugiiter * j' an4 Sapor, who encompassed the chap. 
camp witir superior numbers^ patiently waited x. 
till ttie increasing rage of famine and pestilence 
hW ensured his victory. The licentious mur- / 
riiiirs of the legions soon accused Valerian c^s th? 
cause of their calamities j their sedifious clamours . 
demahded^an instant capitulation. An immense 
jum of gpld was offered to purchase the permis-i 
^ion of a disgraceful retreat. But the Persian, 
i:qnscious of his superiority, refused the fliopey 
>frith disdain ; and detaining the deputies, adr 
vanced in ordet of battle to the foot of the P.Or 
man rampart, and insisted on a personal confcar 
rence with the emperort Yalerian was reduce4 
to the necessity of entrustii^g his life ^pd dignity 
to the faith of an enemy. The interview ended 
as it was natural to expect, The emperor was. 
made a prisoner, and Jiis astonished troops lai4. 
^own their arms f • In sugh a moment of tr^r 
ximph, the pride and policy of Sapor prompted 
him to fill the vacant thrqne with a successor 
entirely dependent on his pleasure. Cyriades, aij 
obscure fugitive of Antipch, stained with every 
vice, was chosen to dishonour the Roman purple j 
lind the will pf the Persian victor could not fai} 
of being ratified by the acclamations, hpvv evef 
reluctant, of the gaptive army J, 

• victor in Cpesar. Eutropiu«, ix. f, 

t Zosimus, 1, i. p. 83. Zonatas, 1. xii, p. 6d0. Peter fa^ 
tricitts, in the Bxcerpta Legat. p. 29. 

i Hist. Augjust. p. 185. The reign of Cyriades appear^ iij 
that collection prior to the death of yalerian ; but I have preitir- 
red a probable series of events ta the doab^ftt) chronology o| § 
|?jO?t inacci)ratp writer, ^ 
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438 tftE KECLWE^Ajft^^AEt^ 

c M AF. rttit iihpcri^ slave- Wai'-ilteFtt) lfi»«Se*«fe 

X. favour of his master, V aii tiiif 'df ttfeis**!"**^ 

' — - — ' native countrf. He ■etjridtfdted^'Sl^r'^<rf»¥<Mtfe 

*^8i;S: Euphrates, and, by 'the mfr,riS&amSin(ipm 



nins 



cf ^d^"* metropolis of the East. M9o ftpid ^I^^Kqafl^ 
^"^ tions of the Pmiancavaty^/'ttiit;?*'^iPf^^ 

credit a very judicious hi«onah*i' (Hfc^^Ttj^^ 
Antioch was surprised wiien *the 4dlfc *ifiii!t&i^ 
was fondly gazing on the amusenltrht^'^ftPTOj 
theatre. The splendid bufldings or M^ik^, 
private as well as public, ^ert either pl!lagett^iSr 
destroyed ; and the numeroiis ihhiabitarits' wefe 
put to the sword, or led avs^ ihto captliH^^, 
The tide of devastatioh was iitbpjped foi'a rtifdiiS^, 
by the resolution of tTie high priest of Sitt&k. 
Arrayed in his sacerdotal robes, he ap^e^edit 
the head of b great body of fanatic peas]Q$g$, 
armed only with slings, and defended his gdiA^d 
his property from the sacrilegious hahd^ of the 
followers of Zoroaster %. But the ruia of T«r- 
- sus; and of noany otfa^r cities, fUmisbe^a^^dia^- 
' choly proof, that, except in this singular kiibAlde, 
the conquest of Syria and Cilicia ik:at^elf i^^- 
rupted the progress of the 'l^isidn aaii«;^-1^ke 
advantages of the narrow passes 6i M^mst U^- 
rus were abandoned. In which nri inynderi'^sHSfiflse 
principal force consisted in his *a:v«a6^,^4^ifld 
have been engaged hi a'Sf^'UHe^fflftl^eshfl^; 
u- . : i and 

assigned, by the decisive $g!it^Q>ny x>f 4iiMII^I$^ |Cm^^ 
to the reign of Gallienus, xxiii. 5. 

event by some fabulous circumstaiices* 
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9ff^f^^ cWa? yepi^dto form tte. t^egp of c |j ^ p. 

|j((lpl,|ig^O^ 1;^^^^ suppose^ "^rrryr^ 

:||fiPV?Pf^9j^;P9Wiipif?pd^^^^ thp place, mat s0 

. fl|j^hj^yjjhe,^piiw«^p of the emperor, as in , 

^Cy .T9luR^r3r 4^feafi^ of, hj^. covmtry. For a 

^ftg4^ bp) deferred ijtjs fat^ ; a^^rWlien at l^^t 

|9|B8^^. .^8^ bet^^ci. jbiy the ^ perfidy of % phy-* 

flf^Wb/^^^ft^!' ^^1^: wftji? tlp^rough the. Persians, who 

j^^l;}^^ ft^rdi^rfai^^^^ utinost diligence 

tiq tai^p himf^liye^ This hereof? chief e$Cdped 

|hf , Row^r^ of a foe, whQ ^ might .qither have ho- 

f3|0jij^^d^^^^^ but 

jxi^nyi tl^u^aupuls ^of J^is &Uow-citiz]eQs wi^re in-^ 

y9ly^ in a general massai^^f .^^^ S^^Fpr is acqu-^ 

nod of treating his pri^onerf mth wanton and y(P^ ' 

jiii^fi^ting cari)^ Miichshouldqndoubtedly be 

: '^Q^r^ for n^iqnal aiumQfity,.mQchfoir humbled 

jprid^^nd ifnpfitent revenge iyeti upon the whole, 

itis(i^]^ain, that the same prince^ who in Arme-> 

1^ \^ diH^layed die xaild a&pect of a legislator, 

;8hciw^lrimaelfj;o the /Romans under the stem 

: f^tur^ of a <3anquefor. He despaired of making 

..i9fif pepttan^Qt es^lisbment in the empire, and 

^4sipflght-0oly,t6 leave behind him a w^ted desert, 

; ^l^lst bi^ irg^sported into Persia the p^opb and 

^ th^;{;reafui:«s of the province f « 

* Ff4 At 

« Zonaras, 1. xii. p. 680. Deep tallies Were ^ed up with 
■ tlMf^tftlti. CTO#d9jof ttrisQiien weredrivtfntd Tfrate-fiW beasts, 
. w.«|itttarty perl^M for want of i^ 

f Zosimus, !• i. p. U. asserts, tlutt< S^or^ Ind liec^t p^ 
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THE ' mClJMB' -X/nSe ifkHi 

t ▲tikhft time ^whoti iie iEm» t9dii1ttedr«Ki«l|» 
Mne of. Sa|XKV ^ «csiTodLai|iMi»4r; 4^ im^Wa 
thy «€i2ie gieitest Idngst acloD^itxmttii^tma^l^ 
Wn wbli the mMtrMean^Jir^loiblbj^eNdiaap 
^j[J^J^ dbes. The ricH oflbiiiigj/«w.k«coiilpflaiiCidi\^ 
smpm. an ^istle, MBp^ecfol, >biit Sim $«f^e;tine!i) OdCh 

nathus, one of the noblest and mosH'Q^vSe:^ 
senaton <tf Pahn^^H, " Whb ik this tkl^ki^ii^;' 
(said the haughty victor,* and he comh^aftflM 
fh^f the presems shei!ild' Be cai$t itito the Tiili4 
ptirates,) •* that he this insoleiitly presimtfe^ ta 
" write to his lord ? IF he entertains a h6]^ ^f 
•* mitigating his punishments, let him ftiH prd4 
** strate before the foot of olir throne, yfith' his 
" hatods bound behind his baei/ Should he'hfei 
" sitate, si;nft destnitrtio'n -shall be poured oft his 
•* head, (m his whole race, and on his courfV 
« *rf */• The desperate e^ttretpity to whicli 
the Palmytenian ^vas reduced, called into action 
aU the latent powers ttf hjs sbul. He met Sapor ; 
bat he ttlet bin) iti arms. Infusing his own spi- 
rit into a little army. Collected from the villages 
of Syria f, and the tents of the desert' J, he 
hotered round the Persian host, harassed their 
rttlteat, ^carried off ^art bf the treasure, \anil^ 
what ^as dearer than afty treasure, several of th^ 

,* Peter PMriisiiis in Bxcerpt* l^cg* p. d9. 

t Syr^nun agrestiam manu, Sextus Bvfiis, c. 98. Rafii; 
Victor, the Augustan History, (p^ IMO and several inscriptioa^^ 
agree in making Odenadius a citizen of Palmjrr^t' -i ->: <m ^ 

4 Heppissessed so poiftwrfalaninl»»gst»iiongt^Sl^aii3et1^ 
tribes, that Procppius (Bell. Pefsic. i. ii« c. ^) xmi J^^ fl^T 
lala,.(tora. i. p. 391.) stile him prince of th^^^ra^c^ns* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Qfi4iiilte'ianAcai#iab« fi 5, % ^Ws expWi:, 0«*J T!?!**^ 

tgWM J»wBw;?twtt piotectefi by a-Syiiftn or i(xat> 

I^.^WhOe qS mmf. whacfe is o&en mis 'SwSSi 
mora jtb?Ji tb§ cpgan of hatred or flattery, xey 
p^acig$ Sappr witb^si gjiou4 abw6 of the righ^ 
pf (:oiiqiiest. We ^aw told that Valerian, in 
frhains,. but invented ^with the Imperial purple, 
was e;xp6sed to the. multitude, a constant spec* 
l^cle of falkn greatness 9 and that whenever th^ 
yersian mcfnarch mQUijted on horseback, h? plac* 
ed bis foot on Xh^ neck of a Roman emperor, 
Notwitbstanding all tb? remonstrances of bis 
^ies, who* repeatedly ftdvised him* to lemember 
the vicissitude of fortune, todrc^d the returning 
power of Rome, wd to make his illustrious cap^ 
tive the pledge of peace, not the object of insult, 
jSapor still remained inflexible^ When VakpiiJ) 
sunk under the weight of shaipe and grief, hU 
skin, stuffed with straw, and formed into the 
JikeneSB of a human figure, was preserved for ag^is 
in the most celebrated temple of Persi^^ j a more 
real monument of triumph, than the fancied 
trophies of brass and marble so often erected 
by Roman vj^ijityf. Tb^p tal? is moral and 

pathetic, 

• Peter Patifckrif , p. 85. 
' t JPhe P»g?in writers lament, tlie Christian msult, tlie misfor, 
t|}J|eft^'ytJ«rian^ Their various testimonj^? are aecur.it ely col- 

; . , -ffMjtPCl 
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Q^Afr jtrtwtic.^uliithf vm^ ^ i% ««ay v«afj ft«jlj b« 

x* called i0,qMSftu^ Tbe lff^t«s^Ufart8VWt#>ni 

^'■'^ ■*■ ' ttift i^rinces of, the East to Sk^pcir, are mwifest 

'fi»rgeries ^ ;' nor is. it dhM^ to wppufe that a 

jealous monarch should^ even in the pfarson of a 

rival, thus publicly degrade the majesty of Ida^. 

Whatever treatment the unfortunate Valerian 

flight experience in Persia, it is at least certain^ 

that the only emperor of Rome who had ev^ 

fallen ipto the hands of the enemy, languished 

away his life in hopeless captivity. 

chuBcter Tlie empcror Gallienus, who had long sup- 

mtuir^ ported with impatience the censorial severity of 

GaUienvt. his father and colleague, received the intelligence 

of his misfortunes with secret pleasure and avowed 

indifference, " I knew that my father was a 

" mortal," $aid he ; ** and since he has acted as 

*' hecpmes a hrave man, I am satisfied." Whilst 

Kome lamented the fat;e of her $overe^» 

the savage coldness of his son was extolled by 

the servile courtiers, as the perfect firmness of a 

hero and a stoic f. It is difficult to paint the 

light, the various, the inconstant character of 

Gallienus, which he displayed without coj^^ttaint, 

as soon as he hecame sole possessor of the empire* 

In every art that he attempted, bis lively gefiius 

enabled 

jfected by Tillemont, torn, iil p. 739, ^e. So little has been 

f^eserv«l of eastern history before Mahomet, that the modem 
ersians are totally ignorant of the victory of Sapor, an eveiit, 
so glorious to their nation. See Bibliotheque Orientale. 

* One of thefe «pistles is fi:om Ana vasdes^ king of AnQe^^'* 
Since Armenia was then a province in Persia, the J^ii|g,t^!J(i&g- 
dom, and the epistler must be fictitious. < . .'^ * 

t See his lif# in the Augustan History. 
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iSfe*tt««lhg%npi^«t^^ waif ^afid go^m- 

pbbt^^'^^^^ifiH^^ ail cxc^Ueat cdcJk; 

^irdMdst (Ai i Mi i^fla ^^ ' Wlien the gfekt 

ciKef^ric5es of tlie/state required^ his presence 
iffid aftfen¥!on, lie was' engaged in conversation 
l^ltH^e phiibSoplief "Plotinus f, wasting his time 
in trifling pr ;Bceritii)Us pleasures, preparing his 
..imitation to the Grecian mysteries, or soliciting 
^a placeiA thp Areopagus of Athens. His pro- 
;nise magnificence insulted the general poverty ; 
the solemn ridicule of his triumphs impressed a 
deeper sense of the public disgrace |. The 

repeated 

^^^-Thler^isstai exuuit a vtty pretty Epithalamiumi composed 
l^y G^Uij^Qus for the nuptials of his nephews. 

Ite aity O JuveneSy pariter sudate meduUis 
" Omnibus, inter vos : non murmura vestra columbae, 
} . BraCtPa ^n Heder^e, noa vincant oscola Conchx. 

i , t ifei^as on the point of giving Plotinus a ruined city of Caiki- 
.pania^to try the experiment of realizing Plato's Republic. See the 
''Lite ofPlotinuis, by Porphyry, in Fabricius's Biblioth. Grxc. 1. iv. 

''■ 'Ua ifiedal which bears the head of Gallienus has perplexed the 

, jantiqiiacKitts by its legtmd and reverse ; the former Gaiiidte 

Au^ust^y the latter Vbtgue Pax, M. Spanheim supposes that the 

- c6in was struck by some of the enemies of Gallienus, and was 

designed as a severe satire on that effeminate prince. But as 

the use of irony may se^.unworthy of the gravity of ^le Ho- 

'. roan mint, M. de Valleniiont has deduced from a passage of Tje- 

\bellius PoUio (Hist. August, p. 198.) an ingenious and natural^ 

lutiori. Gclliena was first cousin to the emperor. By ae- 

livering Africa from the usurper Celsus, she deserved the title 

!»of Augusta. On a medal in the French king's collection, we 

fead a similar inscription of Faustina Augusta roHUd the head 

of Marcus Aurelius. With regard to the V^i^ Pffx,'it''is 

easily explained by the vanity of Gallienu^^ who seiz«d» perhaps, 

the 
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444 THE DECLINE ANt) 

cit A>% repeated intelligence of 'iflvasions, defeats^ Qnc|. 
X; rebellions, be received with a careless' sm4e ;' 

^■ ^ y "- "' ' ' Md singling but, with affected qonteiript, Sprite 
|liarticfiilar production df the lost province, ' K4' 
carelessly asked, whether Rome most be ffij^eit, 
unless k was supplied with lineti iVom £^pt, 
and Arras cloth ftotnOauI? There* y^ere/^oW- 
ever, a few $hort moments in the fife cf Galfeenus,* 
wholly exasperated by some recent Injury, ^ 
suddenly appeared the intrepid soldier and tte 
cruel tjrrsmt; till, satiated with blood, x>r fatigued; 
by resistaace, he insensibly sun^ into the natur^ 
mildness and indolence of his character^. 

The tWrtjr At a time when the reins of government trefif 

^^^"^' held with so loose a hand, it is not ^urprikmg 
that a crowd of usurpers should start up in every 
province of the empire against the son of Vale- 
rian. It was probably some ingenious fancy; bF 
comparing the thirty t>ran':s of Rome wi*h' the 
thirty tyrants of Athens, that induced the writes 
of the Augustan history to sekct that celebran 
ted number, which has been gradually reasive4 
into a popular appellation f. But in every 
light the i^rallel is idle and defisctivev Wbat 
resembliwice gan we discover between ajtounci} 

' i 
Ibe iQt^asiMi of sMne momentary calm* See Nouvellas 4e la Re- 
|nib^(}ae4ef L«ttF«^4faavier 1700. {y.i)l.«>*^84; 

"'\' • Thjis singular character has, I believe, ^)eenftiriy Wnsnlftr 
ted to us, The reign of his immediate successor was short and 
busjr ; ami the historians who wrote before the elevation of the 
ftmily of Constantine, could not have the most remote intei»s^ 
to misreprefsent the chiur acter of Gallienus. ../',,. 

t Pollio e^Sess^ the mdst minute anxiety to complete"^ 
PPII|ber« , . . . . V 
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gle 'city, and an yncertaiji list of iod^pe^Qd^iU ^ 
rivals, who rose aEjd fieU , in. iyj;egui*]la^?. wcces5io»>' "-^ — ' 
through the. ext^enf qf..^ ^y^^t .^w^c? JsT^r i)9»' 
the mijq^il^F of thj?:tx be <waple|;^ MvXfm yf^ 
include ip the. account the womeiii $i»d cljildr^a,. 
who were honouired with th^ Imperial title. Tb« 
reigp of QaUienvis, 4istraQted as it wiis» pvoduQod 
only ninelteen pr^tonderj^^to tlie thron^i Cyriades, tiiw mhi 
Maprian,\is,,Bsli^ta, Qd9(|attms, and Z»enQbia, in ^^ 
the .^ast ; in Gaul, , and the western pFOvinces^ '^ ^^^ 
tpsthumus, I^Jlianus, Victarinus and his mother 
Victoria, Marius, and Tetricus. lA lUyricum 
and the con^nes of the Dannbe^ Ingenuu^, K«- 
gillianus, and Aureolusj in. Pontw *, Saitur- 
ninus; in Isauria, Tr^bellianas f» Piso inThes^ 
saly^ Valens in Achaia,; ^milianus iii Egypt ;' 
and Celsus in. Africa. To illustrate the obscure * 
monuxneptg of the life and death of each indi- 
vidual, would prove a laborious task, -alike bar* 
ren of instructioti and of aftiusement. We may 
content ourselves with investigating some general 
characters, that most strongly mark the condition 
of the times, and the manners of the men, their 
pretensions, their motives, their fate^ and the 
destructive consequences of their usurpation f i, 
' It is sufficiently known, that the odiou«^ l»l?pfiU cbamctiet 
latibn of Tyrant was often employed by the an-^ ^'^ "^"^ 
(?ients to e^cpres^ the illegal seizure of supreme tj-tsui^* 
X : . power., 

* If he place of his reign is somewhat donMu! ; but thene tvas 
a tj-rant in Pontus, and we are acquainted with the seat qi ali 
the, others* .. » 

t Tillemont, torn, iii, p. 1103, reckons them somewhat dif* 
ferently. 
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44( ISiB^BECXINEOANIHTJU. 

cwiiiiQ pORTcr^ i^Mimit any f«iBieHde.€>0(iiiOr%htt^ 
& Setend ^f the pite«endeirk^ ,'9Aifif<Mmi'i^iioiiim^ 

' ' ^ dard of rebdKoti agaihst^the^ eiAl?iw)biG^li«il^, 
Were shining models of >mtcfi^;>'^»&'4lksfct2^ 
possessed a considerable sh^M'^t^Vlj^tftii^ £MPiBfi 
Hty. Their TDfflt had recbm fteW l ca -%itffo%)^ 
. fevour of Valerian, arid gradualPf i^h*fic««»^?K^ 
io die most impoitant coitimandsof Sie d B iffl t t^ . 
The generals, who assumed the title bFi^iitSi^, 
were either respected by their trod^s ' £ot "fflfeif 
able conduct and severe discipline,' "pt^afflnififA 
for valour and success in war, or beloVed'^l 
frankness and generosity. The field 'o^ v&l&city 
was often the scene of their election;^ ai^^ 6^}^ 
the armourer Marius, the most cohteihptitJlf! of 
all the candidates for the purple, was distinguished 
however by intrepid courage, matchless strength, 
and blunt honesty *• His mean and recent 

Their ob. trade cast indeed an air of ridicule oh his 
elevation ;* but his birth could not be more po- 
scure than was that of the greater part of his 
rivals, who were bom of peasants, and inljsted 
in the army as private soldiers. In times of 
confusion,' every active genius finds the place 
assigned him by Nature : In a geni?ral ^tajte„ of 
war, military merit is the road to glory? and)4» 
greatness. Of the nineteen tyrants, TetilHiis 
only was a senator; Piso alotie veai;4^1§^l^^ 
The blood of Numa, through tw«nty^i]riifi''8Ewr^ 
oessive generations^ ran m the veuis pt C3J^tef«H 

* See the speech of Marius, '\n the Angustarf HJSstAry^ijH PQ7* 
ThU accidenul identify of names was the Only dwomstaftce 
that could tempt Pollio to imitate Sallust. 
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Qfmm%M<^ tbs. great Fftmp^y t^ His a^q^ w^---* 
ll^jli;id .b6ea,refiie»jb^lK digflifi^ with .all tim 
l^qvuTf^ which) the qw^^nonwealt^ could h(§&taw > 
^^<3f,9Xltlifi apici^nl; famiUes of Rome, the Qal^ 
|»h\ii|is;i^s^ Jdoue hpd survived the tyranny of the 
C?esiar5^, The personal, qualities of Piso added new 
lustrie to his race^ Thje usurper Valens, by ^whoae 
tu;der he was killed, cpnfessed, with deep remorse, 
jtjtfat, even an enen\y ought to have respected the 
sanctity of Piso ; and althovigh he died i^ ara^ 
against GaUienus, the senate, with the emperor'§ . 
jb?n?rou§ permission, decreed the triumphal or- 
naments to the memory pf so virtuous a rebel J, 
* Th^ lieutenants of Valerian were grateful %o Thecautet 
the father whom they esteemed. They disr S^j^^*®" 
dained to serve the luxurious indolence of his 
unworthy son. The throne of the Roman world 
was unsupported by any principle of loyalty; ' V,, 
and treason against such a prince tnight easily 
be considered as patriotism to the sitate. Yet if 
We examine with candour the conduct of these 

usurpers^ 

v>; , ' ' • • 

'*"'*''Vos, O'Pompilius sanguis! is Horace's address ici the 
Pjsds** Sis9 J^t. Poeit. y. si^. with Dacier^s and Safxadoft;) 

notes. ,. • , . 

. ft 7*acit«^ Annal. xy. 48. Hist^i. 15.^ In the former of these 
piifeages %re ma/ venture to ichange /ifif^nm into mater na*. tri 
«Tfl»y fflNi*f Wi9fti ftwa Augustus to Aiexatvrfer §everus, o»£? or 
more P|sos^ appear as consuls. A Piso was deemed worthy of 
^ thfpttie hy Augtistus. fTadti A^niiid. i. 1 3.) A second bead- 
ed,a formidable coaspiracy against Nero ; and a third was adopt- 
ed,' and declared Caesar by Galba. 

. ^4> Qistf August* p>«iiOi5« Tlw senate, /ia a .mpijient of enthu- 
siasm^ aeoms to.bikvf; presumed Wi th<^ apii^obatioiv ol^ <il^>lie9UF» 
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|«l ^tUfe IlECLINE AMD ^Ati - 

e II A I", usmpers, it will a^iear, that tKey weie iiittdl 
^ (^ener dtiven into cebeUion. by their fisais, thaa . 

'^' " - ' uiged lo it by their ambitioxL They dieaded 
the cruel suq^ions of Gallieous;. they^equalljf 
dieaded the capricious violence of their troops^ 
If the daogsrous favour of the army had.intpru^ 
dently declared them deserving of the purplO} 
they were marked for sure destruction;' and even 
prudence would counsel them, to secure a short 
irnjoyment of empire, and rather t6 try the for* 
tune of w^r, than to expect the hand of an exc-^ 
cutioner« When the clamour of the soldiers in- 
vested the reluctant victims with the ensigns oi^ 
sovereign authority, they sometimes mpurnedin 
secret their approaching fate. •* You have lost," 
said Saturninus, on the day of his deration, 
" you have lost an useful commander4 ivA you 
** have made a very wretched emperor */! 

ttiifc tld. 'The apprehensions of Saturnirius vr&6 justified 
* by the repeated experience of revolutions. Of the 
nineteen tyrants who started up under the reign 
of Gallienus, there was not one who enjoyed 
a life of peace, or a natural death* As soon 
as they were invested with the bloody purple^ 
Ihcy inspired their adherents with the same 
fears and ambition which had occasioned their 
own revolt. Encompassed with domestic con- 
spiracy^ military sedition, and civil war, th^y 
trembled on the edge of precipices, in which, 
after a longer or shorter term of anxiety, they 
Were inevitably lost. These precarious monarehs 

received, 

* Hist. August, p. 196i 
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OJ- THE. ROMAN EMPIRE* 449 

received, however, such hoiioars, as the fltitteiy c ha p. 
of their respective armies and provinces could x. 
bestow; but their claim, founded on rebelKon, "» ^ 
could never obtain the sanction of law or history. 
Italy, Rome, and the senate, constantly adhered 
to the cause of Gallienus, and he alone was con- 
sidered as the sovereign of the empire. That 
prince condescended, indeed, to acknowledge the 
victorious arms of Odenathus, who deserved the 
honourable distinction, by the respectful conduct 
which he always maintained towards the son of 
Valerian. With the general applause of the Ro- 
mans, and the consent of Gallienus, the senate 
conferred the title of Augustus on the brave Pal- 
myrenian ; and seemed to intrust him with the 
gavernnient of the East, which he already pos- 
sessed, in so independent a manner, that, like a 
private succession, he bequeathed it to his illus- 
trious widow, Zeriobia *. 

The rapid and perpetual transitions from the ^^^^ con- 
cottage to the throne, ajid from the throne to •^^^JJJ^^* 
the grave, might have amused an indifferent usurpa- 
philosopher ; were it possible for a philosopher **°"'* 
to remain indifferent, amidst the general calami- 
ties of human kind. The election of these pre- 
carious emperors, their power and their death, 
.were equally destructive to their subjects and ad- 
herents. , The .price of their fatal elevation was 
instantly discharged to the troops, by an immense 
donative, drawn from the bowels of the exhausted 

Vol. I. G g people. 

* The association of the bnive Palmy renian was the most po- 
pular act of the wliole reign of Gallienus. Hist. August, p.- 180. 
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4^ hW¥tt^wmumfi^m'VAlJL 

theirt uaocptritm l^grffrfiq^Qftr^s* of rapine and 
chmckjri Wk^n- tbey .^11, . tJb^y , i^i^yqly^ ^nnies 
and {moyincte in their ffUl. I'here i& stiU extant 
a most savage. maodat^ from Gallienu.^ to ipae.of 
his ministers, after the suppr/^ssionqf |,qj[^qp>>^iis, 
who had -assumed the pxuph in JUyn^ufp^ ,. '' It 
^ is pot enough/' say$ that soft» t^ ^uojian 
phdce, ^^thafc 70U exterminate sucb^a^^ye ap- 
^'peivediift arms; the chance of hattle. .might 
^ ^* iiaVe' sirred me as cfiectuaUy- The. ma^ sex, 
•**of avery agc^ must be extirpated; provided, 
•• that, iti the execution of thie childyepand old 
^ ittcn; you can contrive means to sav^i p^f, re-: 
^ potation; Let every one die who ha* di;ogped 
*^ t|n Expression, who han entertained a thought 
** against me^ against mSf the 3on of Valerian, 
** the fethfer and. brother of so many princes *• 
'* Remember, that Ingenuus was made erapeixMrj 
^* tear, kill, hew in pieces. I write to yjtm with 
** my own hand, and would inspire you with 
^ my own feditigs f .". Whilst the pubjic forces 
pf the stat^ were dissipated in pcii«>le quai^rels, 

; ^ ^^-■^.:. ' .. i.^ ' .1 .-. .0 

^ ' GaMi^ii^ hiA ^lUhe tides of G^ar «nd:4ugi|«tuf jo^^is 
fan $alo)^u5» $laia at Cologn ^ the. usurper Posthumus. A 
seoond son of Galljenus succeedecf to the naitie ami rafik' ^f Ills 
i^l^bimhiefir. •Vaflamn, thi^ brother of GaliMnus^ >v4sal3p,as. 
^oc^ted to the empire ; several other brothers, sisters,' nepficWs, 
and nieces of the emperor, formed a very numerous royal family. 
See Tillemont, torn. iii. and M. de Brequigny, in phe Memoiref 
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.fhe- defen<JelfcSspf»o^tltf«SI^iap«xpo4^d XoiiqemfyfiiMm. p, 

* i]^atHM6uV liifeati^4^^M*hithg$^ €K«*»C|Mieienenlf, 
(opiirefaasewitljd^Fi^vtt^ i^eii^i^i^ 

ty bPatemefe^ af the ba«»BaMltli|,^tti«i m iotipdaae 

' hostile 'aiid4tldep6ndent ^ktl^^ns i^fpQtitfce beatt of 

^ Soefi'tverd thebairbariams, andbsiiclr (hls^ynaite, 
' wfio, tmdfei^ 'the reigns of Valeicitojanii Galjicnus, 
ffisrtiei6bered-'th€ promces; and tDeducetd, the 
'empire ^^ the lo^Jpfe^ pitch of disgrace Jsondimin, 
from whence it seemed imp($ssiblel tl^i^it^slmild 
pvtT emerge^ ;^s far as the barrqanes^Qf iH^te* 
rials would jpernjit. we have atlcaufUjedrtp-tiStce^ 
with order and pewpicOity^ th« geoQial evf^s of 
timt calamitous period. There still remain t$(»Be 
particular facts j » I. The disorders^ oC Si<jily j 
!!• The tunjults of Ale5:andria; ai3|d, HI, The 
rebellion of the Isaiirians, which may T^seryp tq 
reflect a strong light on the ho«ri4 pict^f^r . , 

I, Wljenever numerous troops qf b^ditti, ^^^P 
niultiplied by success and in3tpunity»,,pa]blicly 
defy^ instead of eluding the^ jastice of ^tj^eir 
country, we may, safely infer, that tlje e^cqef stye 
Weakness of the government is felt, and abused 
by the lowest ranks of the community. The 
situation ef Sicily preserved it .ftoRi.^lj^abgr-. 
barians; nor could the disarmed province have 
supported an usurper. The sufierin§«, o£ that 
G g 2 ._; ]'/. \ once 

* Regiliianu;; had some bands of IioK<4ani<in>fai3<i;m3VlU:ey Vos^tr 
humus a body pf Franks* It was perhaps in the character pf 
auxiliaries that ^ latter introduced th^of solves int^Sp^ 
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c H, A p. owe.fliqfurishwgirfH»4^stittlfc«^ ildand. wcne in- 

^"^ • -' 9lATe&>afidTp€Qi09«s tmgn^r&r a^fl/rhile over the 

tliif^ aei^il^, :<^c^>^f rj«Mn t am^nt ! timesii^Ki t<| Ik^ 

icastatip&s^ 0^ w^cbirt)|eiliasbaittimaat<wftd)^i)bher 

tbe, victim orf.tbe ,9C!9<mpli<?e« mvist b«w^o9iiined 

the. ^ij^uUace <^ Sigily; wd ^sthe^ipfiAcipal 

^states v^re the 1 property of thc^ 4)puleattspo«t(>K 

pf ^09^, wha^'ten ^iaolc«e4 within fkiiaoffti ^tbe 

tpwtoxy of.azi old republic, it isiK^t-inapwbtblc, 

t^ Xhis4ptiv^t^ injury might afi^gt ttiQfCaiPtal 

iQQfr^ dlf^lyi t^aaoU the conquests of th0 0<kJis 

qr.th^ Fersiaps,,* • •• . . -. ■ ^n^ :.. 

Townits of , , :JJl- Ttoe ft)»adation of Alexandria wa^. a-noble 

^'***^"** 4^SigP,.?tiQPce.qoiK:eived and eiQecnteiLhy the 

spp iof .phil^p. The beautiful aisd regulajT ifoDiQ 

{rf that giTjeat .city, second only to Rofoei itself, 

^mpreheil4iediat circumference of fiftutnciiles f ; 

it. w» peopled by three hundred tiioi^and free 

inhabitants, besides at least an equal cuimber of 

slaves f . The lucrative trade, of Arabia and 

India. ftpwed through the port of Alexandria to 

^he capital and; pffoyiflpes of the empire. Idleness 

y|i^M |i^ki^pwn» Sqiuc were employed inWowiflg 

p^^^ass, others in weaving of linen, others again 

manufacturing the papyrus. Either sex, and 

€*ery age, was engaged in the pursuits ,df jiidus- 

try, nor did even, the blind or the. .lame JV»"^ 

'fit' M -r t V -... ' ' 

ofctu- 

, ,t, .Tbe,jA32g»8tikniJi[i»tory,'p, 177, eollg it fie^Hlr h&Hnin. See 
Diodor. Sicul. 1. xxxiv. > » ' 

% Diodor. Sicul. 1. xvii. p. 590, Edit, Wesseliiig, 
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iieofiteciof Atex4«di^/a y^^m& mlitt!uffil (ijp:hft^ xi- 
tions? unirtdithe> i/^hkyimd Htl^btM^vkf-k^-^^hk ' — v -^^' 
Gre<^; with f)he IdUfiemft^'iand ^mki^^f 4Pth|^ 
Egyptians; :iTb6 JftttJti t^fSkig^^cbMoni^^'^i!riit^ 
siettt scarcity of ft^^M^^Uerifi^i » the nieglett litf ^*il ■ 
feGO«gtom©dissiltCt«tioty,> iaitifet^ke^f pr^eedehcy in 
tbe jWblic J&aths,^ iMf even d reKgiom dispute f, 
wew^i "ttt^any lime^,^ siiffidem ftbifeittdle k section 
adlong -llmt' * vast- m^titude, whoie resehtinrents 
wem'#ifflfi<ms' and hnpla<i:able |: Mtei t3ie cap- 
tii^y of* Valerian, and the irisolcrice'tSf life sdn, 
hgki ^lakfed the authcmty of the laws^ n^ Ale!x- 
andrians abandoned themselves to^ the tlh^erv^rfa- 
ed rag# of^ theif passions, and thttr %ttWajp^y cMm- 
try was*the theatt^ of a civil'Wari^hifeh'cmiti- 
iBued (with a-fiiw ehbrt and snispicibui trucels)' jk^ 
b<we twelve y^ars §. All intercdUrste vvts exit off 
between the «feveral quarter^ of the afflJtted fei^, 
every street wa« pollttted Mi«h blbod, every build- 
ing of sti^eiigeh converted into a citadel; notftid 
the tutnults subside, till a considerable part of 
Alexandria was irretrievably ruined. The spa- 
cious aand magnificent district of Jtuchion, with 
its palaces and mtisaeinn, thtf' residence of *tKe 

"^ See ^ very coriojis letter of EadriaDf, i^.fbe ^iMstan Hv- 
tory, p. 245. ' ^^ ' 

+ Such' as the sacrilegious murder of a divine cat. See Diodor. 
SIguI* 1. i. 

t Hist. August, p. 195. This long and terrible sedition was 
first occasioned by a dispnte bttiteen a'sdWieraUid «rft<M£sman, 
about a pair of shoes. - r/ i .K. >!< . )uoi< 

§ Dionysius apud Euseb. IJist. KWcles, tbff vif;^. ifll* Am- 
mian. xxii. 16* -...,' • , •. *^ r 
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454 lll^BtRXItiir^iyflD i^ALfi 

z. ' boW >d)iUettto^ aftepii^fds, as^^^lfsady ttdm^df • 
* ^ ' ' to its present fttate of AaHf /Mfltadfti#. ^.- » ' -^ r r.: , 
tiebeittdii/' ^ffi. JllhiK nbtUuKi fvbtUUn <of Trabettianti^, 
^!^_ whoiasMHttditto'pxir^efiii Issatiay a pfett^ipnu^ 
vikmi ofAsk^nor, vrusr attended wiihisMaige * 
and momonAild [cx)tee4|«eficesu The 'ptigeoatiirf' 
rojnalty u<w sbon ^strayed by an t^ffieur of] Gal«'> 
lieirai; bui his ibUo^rs, despamring of meixtj^:. 
toolvcd to shidce <sff their allegiance^ ifeot only to^ 
the empefor^ but to the empiiei and suddeiljifte^- 
tunkedtd ites savage manners, from Hvhich t|iey 
h^ netet p^ectly been reclaimed, ^hdrcrag^-. 
g}^ ifoeks; a btanohdf tlie wide^extended Tauras^ ^ 
protectMl their inaccessible retreat* -TUe tiHager 
of liome'ftrrtile rallies f suppK^d tliem dpMi ib^^ ^-^ 
ce^iaries, afAd a habit of rapine V^ilh 4^^1uxiit4e«» - 
oflifig- In the heart of the Romah monairtSf; ' 
the liauriato long continued a natidn eF*WiI4 ' 
barbaiS*iK. Succeeding princes, tinablt t* tti^ 
duce them to 'Obedience, either by aritfi'br*p61t^^ - 
cy, were- compelled to acknowledge fheJt'^eSPi ' 
ness", by'surrounding the hostile and "ihtfepehtf^.^ 
ent fepot/\v4ty a Strong chain of foVtificdttoifi^f, \ 
which often proved insufficient to restrairito* 
ihcufti6iis 0? 'these domestic foesi ' I'he IsaU^- 
ans\ gr^diially extending their territor^'tt'ttt^' ' 
se^tfet, subdued the western and mountainous 

pai;t^Q|f^,Ci]iQaicft^^.?'^?^^y ^^ ^^^^ of those daring 

pirdtes^t- 

*'5eilfg^.''ASim^rt. id Etiieb. Chron. p. 95». l^ree dis- 
sertatfoiis df MTHB^iiilnyi itt the Mem. de rAcAdeteie/^tom. ix. •• 



f Strabo, 1. xii. p. fl6d. 
% Hist* August, p. 197* 
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duct of the great Bompcp^tt* 'io 9Ha<i tn'»':Mrr ;!- .•! - - *- 
' Our habits of ithinlottgrfsofimiU^ 
Older of the unlv^iBe *wnt^ ti^ ff C^M)iMfi$ tbst . 
this gioomy penod of lustocy hMlNfie^ xkcoiat^d. 
with maodatifxiis; eaithqwkes^ uncomtBen me^ 
teacs^^pureternatAiral dkikn&$^ ^nd ^ <^rowd <^ 
prodigittB, fictitioa&or exaggerdtedf ^ ' But a toi^ 
;itrd general fyabane was a calamity of a sidoe 
serious kihd. It? 'w^ the inevitafble ccmseqtAenoe 
of rapinis and oppression, whidi extki^ted tin 
produoetof the pttseM^ aadthe hc^jofvftjtutie 
harmsts.) iFamine is almost always followi^ by ,. 
epidefeical diseases, the efect of ocmi*}^ *nd w^r r. 
wh^lesonttc ioodi . Other causes mustj hewf^vc^, 
have contril^ted to the f^^rioys plajgu^, w^i^isbf^ 
fron» tb^.ywr two hjandred.and fiifty.tp itj^e y^rt 
two hundred md sixty-five, imaged ^itiout m^etr ? 
ruption in,^v«ry province, every cifj^ andahnost . 
every family of .the Roman empire. During 
som^ tin^e five thousand persons died daily in 
Rome ; and many towns, that ha4 escaped the . 
haiids of the barbarians, were entirely 4^popa- , 

i^ted|, ..... ,. .. ;,; ,»; ;.'.;;^.. ^ 

We have ^he knowledge of a vety <?uriQ]as.9ir- jouninhtiofi 
curastauc^^ of some use perhaps in th? rnelan-^^^*^ 

' ■■:' *: .. ■ •. ' •-• ' .. .• *-^^S^y, f*^'* 

* See* Ceiiarius, (ieogr. Aiiti4* toin. ii. p. 1S3*. upoii tnc limitsi 

t Hist, August, p; 177. 

t Hist :Aiigu8^ p« 177. Ilosiinus, h I* p* S^^.Z^nxA^l^xlik 
p. i^23>. ^aaeb. CiKonicutu Victor in ^ltflp^/;'|ii^^tpr'tii}..;, 
Cxsar. Eutropius, ix. ^Tk Orosius, vik ^1, . \ " m 
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45^ THE DECLINE AND FALL, &c. 

choly calculation of human calamities. An 
exact register was kept at Alexandria of all the 
citizens entitled to receive the distribution of 
com. It was found, that the ancient number of 
those comprised between the ages of forty and 
seventy, had been equal to the whole siun of 
claimants, from fourteen to fourscore years of 
age, who remained alive after the reign of Gal- 
lienus^. Applying this authentic fact to the 
most correct tables of mortality, it evidently 
proves, that above half the people of Alexandria 
had perished ; and could we venture to extend 
the analogy to the other provinces, we might 
suspect, that war, pestilence, and fanzine, had 
consumed, in a few years, the moiety of the hu- 
.man specics'f . 

Buseb. Hist. Bccles. vii. SI. The fact is taken from the 
Letters of Uionysius, wh,o, in the time of those troubles, was 
bishop of Alexandria. 

t In a great nmnber of parishes 11,000 persons were found be- 
tween fourteen and eighty ; 5365 between forty and seventy. 
See Bufibn, Histoire Naturelle, torn. ii. p. 590. 
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